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By Alasdair Murray, Philip Webster and Gavin Lumsden 

economist at the National 
Institute of Economic and 
Social Research, said: “We 
believe that policy is already 
tight enough to achieve the 
Government's inflation target 
Today’s rise increases the 
chance of recession next year.’ 

. Businesses were also highly 

critical of the move, warning 
drat it was likely to boost the 
value of the pound and hurt 
British expats. 

Kate Baricer, chief econo¬ 
mist at the Confederation of 
British Industry, described the 
rise as regrettable at a time 
when "exporters are strug¬ 
gling to retain markets on 
poor margins due to the 
strength of the pound". 

Only the Institute of Direc¬ 
tors broke ranks to offer 
support for the Bank. Ruth 

- Lea. head of polity at the IoD. 

said: There are other aspects 
. to the economy and above all 
what our members want is 
stability and tow inflation and 
they will' support this decision 
for that reason." 

The rise in rates also took, 
mortgage lenders by surprise. 
The Halifax, the country^ 
largest mortgage lender with 
25 million borrowers, only 
completed a major revamp of 
its entire range of home loans 
cm Wednesday. The Abtey 
National, Northern Rock, 
Bradford & Bingley and 
Birmingham Midshires nave 
all recently launched new 
products too. 

Most lenders are expected 
to reflect the rate change soon. 
This will add GO to the 
monthly payments of home- 
owners with standard vari¬ 
able mortgages of £60.000. 



• INTEREST rates rose for the 
» fifth time since the general 
i election to their highest level 
I for five years yesterday, rais- 

■ ing fears of higher mortgages 
early in the new year. 

Hie Bank of England's dear 
sicffi to increase base rates by a 
quarter point to 7.25 per cent 
only days after the stock 
Tmarket suffered a severe col- 
'IRipse stunned the City and 
was immediately condemned 
by businesses and leading, 
politicians. . 

The Tories slammed it as a 
"punch in die guts" for bor¬ 
rowers. Homeowners now 
face an anxious wait while 
mortgage lenders decide 
whether to follow the Bank’s 
lead and push up rates soon. 

Most big lenders said they 
would review their rates. aK " 

• tho ugh the Nationwide and 
Bradford & Bingley — the two 

■ largest remaining building so- 
defies — pledged not to m- 

:v crease theur mortgage rates 
" ■ before the new year. . • 

The rate increase sent the 
pound soaring cm the foreign 

- jfcchanges. heightening mdus- 
.-%y feare that exports will 

Suffer. The pound closed up 
over two pfennigs against the 

- mark while hitting a five-year 

high against the yen. ■ 

The troubled stock market 
slipped again, with the FTSE 
100 down 445 points at 

486350. - ' . . 

; It was the fourth tune the 
• Bank had upped rates si nce it 
. was given operational free- 
dom by Gordon Brown; those 
increases came on top of the 

025 per cent rise implemented 

by the Chancellor immediale- 
' ly after the May election. 


A wave of senior Conserva¬ 
tives attacked the decision as 
an assault on business. The 
Government, however, de¬ 
clined to comment and the 
issue was not even discussed 
at yesterday’s Cabinet 
meeting. 

David Hrathcoat-Amory. 
Shadow Chief Secretary to the 
Treasury, - said: “This shock 

rise is a fifth punch in the guts 

for British businesses and 
homeowners." 

He raid the Government' 
“cannot shuffle the Maine off 
on to the Bank of England" 
because Mr Brown had re¬ 
laxed the inflation target and : 
then .delivered a Budget in 
July ' which itself added to 
inflation. ' . 

Kenneth Clarice, the former 
Chancellor, said the Bank had 
gqr it wrong. “I disagree with \ 
the Bank's policy decision. I do 
not think thar theei sufficient 
evidence, of inflationary pres- . 
suits irrtheeQMMmy to justify 
tins -rise. I would have pre¬ 
ferred they had left rates 
where they are." ■ 

The Banks monetary policy 
committee said that it had 
considered the "impact of re¬ 
cent financial market volatih- 
ty". However, the c omm ittee 
concluded flat with the econo¬ 
my continuing to grow at an 
“unsustainable rate” ana 
skills' shortages hitting the 
labour market, a “modest 
further increase in rates" was 
necessary to meet the Govern¬ 
ments inflation target 
Leading economists 
warned, however, that'gw 
latest increase could push the 
economy over the edge next 
year. Garry Young, chief UK 


IRA weapons 
chief resigns 

Tbe IRA’s “quartermaster- 
generaT has split from the 

terrorist organisation’s hier¬ 
archy in protest over the 

protracted peace negotiations. 

This senior member is one 

of about a dozen top activists 

who have quit the Provisional 
IRA- 

Leading article, page zs 

BSE blunder 

The Reiman Government was 
embarrassed yesterday 
ftemergedfliattiiecoimtig 
fist cow to succumb to BbK 
.lad mistakenly been turned 
into animal feed which was. 
abroad--P**' 16 


US retreats from last 
resort’ against Iraq 

n __ TV.. DuAnM INI WASHINGTON 




Continental style: Italian 
judge Antonio Lepore 

I should 
look like 
him, says 
Irvine 

By Frances Gibb 

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT 

THE Lord Chancellor wants 
to sweep away the ancient 
trappings of his office by 
scrapping the traditional 
nth-century costume of wig 
and tights and calling his 
minis try a Justice Depart¬ 
ment . . 

Lord Irvine of Lairg is in 
favour of doing away with 
his full-bottomed wig, 
breeches and buckled shoes 
in favour of a Enropean- 
styie ample gown as part of 
moves to modernise the 
House of lords. 

In r emar ks which win re¬ 
ignite debate over costume 
in the legal profession, lord 
Irvine says wigs project an 
image of the Bar and judi¬ 
ciary which is "old-fssffs- 
ioned. out of touch and self- 
satisfied". 

Giving his first compre¬ 
hensive interview once tak¬ 
ing office. Lord Irvine abo 
unofficially renamed his de¬ 
partment continental-style, 
as the Justice Department— 
a move bound to cause a stir 
among some Cabinet col¬ 
leagues. although he strong¬ 
ly denies any land of take¬ 
over bid. 

Lord Irvine does not plan 
to dictate on matters of dress 
to die Bar or judges. But his 
views, which accord with 
Continued on page 2, col 2 

Tackling fat cats, page 21 


BBC drops 

programme 
on ‘framed’ 
Saudi nurses 

By MichaelTheodoulou and Daniel McGroky 


A BBC documentary alleging 
that the two British nurses 
tried for murder in Saudi 
Arabia were framed has been 
dropped after pressure from 
the Foreign Office and their 
families. . 

Diplomats fear that it will 
jeopardise secret moves by the 
Saudi courts to cut the jail 
sentences of Deborah Parry 
and Ludlle McLauchlan to 
four years. 

Defence lawyers were anx¬ 
ious last night not to threaten 
a deal to waive the expected 
death penalty on Parry, from 
Alton in Hampshire, and cut 
the 500 lashes and eight-year 
sentence passed on 
McLauchlan. from Dundee. 

The nurses, who have been 
in the Damman women's pris¬ 
on for 11 months, have noi 
officially been told about this 
deal but know about ihe 
television broadcast that in¬ 
cludes their accounts of 
Yvonne Gilford’s murder last 
December. 

The Panorama programme 
claims that Saudi police plant¬ 
ed evidence on the pair and 
there is a detailed reconstruc¬ 
tion allegedly proving ihat 
they could not have killed the 
Australian staff nurse. 

The Foreign Office is anx¬ 
ious to avoid the nft that 
followed the Death of a Prin¬ 
cess documentary in 1980 and 
together with relatives per¬ 
suaded the BBC not to show 
the programme last month. 

BBC sources say senior 
executives were divided about 
whether to bow to diplomatic 
pressure and endanger the 
nurses' possible legal fate. 
One said: "Diplomats like to 
stress the BBC are seat in 
Riyadh as the voice of the 
British establishment so if we 
criticise the Saudi juiditnal 
system it could backfire on the 
nurses.” 


A spokesman for Panorama 
I*ct niobt: “The OTO- 


last night: The pro¬ 
gramme is one of many ideas. 

It is in production but there 
are not any plans for trans¬ 
mission." 

Both families are also un¬ 
derstood to have asked the 
BBC not to transmit the pro¬ 
gramme until the nurses’ legal 
ordeal is exhausted. 

Salah al Hejailan. the Saudi 
lawyer leading the defence 
team, said last night “Things 
are looking very good for 
them. There is a likelihood 
they can serve their sentences 
in England once the appeal 
process is exhausted and I am 
confident that under any cir¬ 
cumstances neither will serve 
more than four years and 
most likely less." 

The delay in sentencing 
Parry is beta use the victim "s 
brother. Frank Gilford, has 
yet to agree finally the blood 
money deal to waive the death 
penalty. To force his hand die 
nurses this week let their 
lawyers release the E700.000 
“blood money" paid by British 
Anns in Saudi Arabia. 

The deal calls on him m 
press the Saudi authorities to 
disclose all the evidence in the 
murder investigation case. He 
must also challenge the prose¬ 
cution’s case that the murder 
resulted from a failed lesbian 
relationship between the three 
women. 

The BBC documentary dis¬ 
misses accusations by Saudi 
investigators that Miss 
Gilford was killed after a 
lesbian affair with Parry. 

It is also believed to accuse 
Saudi police of plantings 
bank cheque card, stolen from 
Yvonne Gilford’s room, in 
McLauchlan*s handbag. The 
programme reconstructs har¬ 
rowing confessions extracted 
from the women by sexual 
threats and assault. 




--'25 

FARRIS .22 

--^ 

^CJiESS & BBIDGE-r 49 

y’GQURT & SOCIAL —& 
S | PGKT ^ v ----“ 4 ^' 51 
^ ashioh ;.-.-^*—- 20 

[ tAW;RkpORT ..-.—■-45 


THE United States last night 
backed away from a military 
strike against 

strong evidence that President 
Saddam Hussein was hiding 
sensitive weapon-making 
equipment from a urntea 
Nations inspection team and 
even, tampering with its sur¬ 
veillance cameras. 

William Cohen, the US De¬ 
fence Secretary, had.earlier in 
the week issued a warning or 
severe consequences should 
Iraq attack US reconnaissance 

aircraft. Bui yesterday he said 
that a military option against 
Saddam should be considered 
only as a last resort. '' 

In the most ^ 

that America had blinkedI nret 

in the Washmgton-Baghdad 

deadlock, and was unpre¬ 
pared to take action without 
Western alliance backing. Mr 
Cohen said a military res- 


From Tom Rhodes in Washington 

Pentagon had no immediate 
wish to retaliate. "Saddam is 
trying to make this an Iraq 
versus US dispute and say 
that the UN has no interest in 
what is going on m to 
country." Mr Cohen said. 
That policy should not suc¬ 
ceed and hopefully will not 
succeed." 

Both Al Gore, the Vice- 
President, and Madeleine Al¬ 
bright the Secretary of Stale, 
said America was prepared to 
make the Iraqi leader comply 
folly with the international 

community's wilL _ 

The special commissions 
searches have been at a stand¬ 
still for a week because^ its 
refusal to accept an order by 
Saddam’s Government that 
seven American team mem¬ 
bers leave Iraq. 


ponse would undermine its 
policy of seeking Iraqi com¬ 
pliance with UN sanction s. 

Saddam, he said, was delib¬ 
erately trying to create a dis¬ 
pute with America, so pre¬ 
venting any UN inspections of 
facilities that may be produc¬ 
ing biological, chemical or 
nuclear weapons. 

His words came less than a 
day. after Richard Butler, the 
Australian diplomat heading 
the UN special commission to 
eliminate Iraqi weapons of 
mass destruction, reported 
that equipment used to'make 
such weapons was being hid¬ 
den from surveillance cam¬ 
eras. He added that camera 
tenses had been covered and 
lighting turned off. - 
‘ Although Mr Cohen said 

that he had no reason to doubt 

Mr Butler’s letter, sort to the 
UN Security Council, the 


Equipment hidden, page 17 


Hamilton v Bell 
- the second leg 


CHRISTINE HAMILTON 
wore a scarlet jacket with wide 
white collars. She has lost 
weiflht. She looked elegant if 
tense and rather pale. Li nder a 
huge, striped golfing umbrella 
she was sheltering herseu 
outside the St Stephen’s en¬ 
trance to the Commons, leav¬ 
ing a small space under the 
canopy for her husband, Nefl. 
His hands shook with nerves. 

Ten yards away, separated 
by a crash barrier from a 
horde of newsmen, was Mar¬ 
tin Bell, the independent MP 
for Tatton who ousted Hamil¬ 
ton last May. The Hamfltons 
loitered in the drizzle. Chris¬ 
tine was indignant 

“Go on. dear, put him on the 

spot" _ 

“How do you mean?" 

“Oh go on, dear just go." 

-Dyou think I should." 

“If you don't go.! will, and 
you know what 111 say.” 

“Well.. 

But Mrs Hamilton made 


Political Sketch 


Matthew Pams 

the decision for him. stepping 
half a pace away and with¬ 
drawing the shelter of her 
umbrella. Like a small bird 
prodded from ihe nest by its 
mother, he must now fly. 
Without her. “If I go anywhere 
near that man I shall just 
explode," she hissed. 

Neil Hamilton hovered over 
to the scrum, and stood hesi¬ 
tantly behind it, hanging back. 
In the end it was the photogra¬ 
phers who pushed him for¬ 
ward to “encounter” Martm 
Bell: but neither had much to 
say to the other. 

Half an hour before, Nefl 
Hamilton had called his own 
press conference in the Jubilee 
Room at Westminster. The 
event turned into something of 
Continued on page Z eo!4 
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Paternity suit exhumation for Yves Montand 

A ^ J vrars of leeal wran- Mile Drossard-s favour, on I 

From Ben Mactntyre /Xrt TAppeal the basis of witnesstestimony 




From Ben Mactntvre 
IN PARIS 

A PARIS court yesterday 
ordered that the body of Yves 
Montand, the French film 
actor who died six years_ago, 
should be dug up for DNA 
- testing to settle a long-running 
paternity dispute. 

For eight years Aurore 
Drossard. 22. has fought a 


and after years of legal wran 

eline the Court of Appeal 
fuled that the only way to 
deride the issue once and for 
all would be to exhume the 
actor and compare his DNA 
. with that of the claimant 
Montand was still ahve 
when Mile Drossard and her 
mother Anne Fleurange. who 

. ; _,_Twlatirtnchm 


Mile Drossard-s favour, on 
the basis of witness testimony 
and her striking physical re¬ 
semblance to Montand. 

If her claim is proven, Mile 
Drossard is expected to claim 
pan of Montand’s sizable 
fortune, fait she insists finan¬ 
cial considerations are 
secondary. 


Drossard: could claim 

part of actOF-Sj estate 


ssssfr-sysrs. 

flatly ignored court orders to 

submit to blood tests. 

The legal battle heated up 
after his death in 1991. at the 
age of 70, and three years later 
the Paris Tribunal ruled in 


1W3 when hU son Valentm by Carole 


Italian-horn, actor who was 
married to actress Simone 
Signoret and starred in such 
celebrated films as Manon des 
Sources and Jean de Florette. 

Mile Drossard's claims are 
disputed by Montands hens 




Amid, his last companion, 
and Catherine Altegret, the 
daughter of Simone Signoret. 
whom he adopted in 1988. 

The Montand estate in¬ 
cludes a house in Normandy. 
an apartment on the Boule¬ 
vard Saint Germain in Pans 
anjJ royalties to his songs. 




Montand: ignored court 
orders far blood tests 




only by Chopard - »HAPPY DIAMONDS! 
a unique concept becomes a classic 

The fascination of mobile diamonds in an exclusive watch 
and jewellery line. Pendant and ring in 18 ct yellow 
gpld/diamonds, ref. 79/1832-20, 82/2277-20. Available 
at leading jewellers worldwide. London: Chopard 
Boutique, 14 New Bond Street, Tel. 0171/ 409 31 40, For 
further information, catalogues and stockists, please call 
0171/4466363 , v. 

7 1 


% 


V 


I 


I - 


1 









































2 HOME NEWS 


THE TIMES FRIDAY NOVEMBER 71997, 


Weapons man 
quits IRA over 
peace talks 

By Martin Fletcher and Michael Evans 


StMONWALkER 


THE IRAS ■ "quarlermaster- 
general”. who has control over 
huge stocks of Semrex explo¬ 
sive and Kalashnikov guns, 
has split from the terrorist 
organisation's hierarchy in 
protest over the protracted 
peace negotiations. 

This senior member is one 
of about a dozen top activists 
who have quit the Provisional 
IRA in a rift over the ceasefire 
that security sources last night 
labelled “the first crack in the 
dam”. Another significant dis¬ 
senter is a former diief of staff 
who has resigned as a mem¬ 
ber of the seven-man Provi¬ 
sional IRA army council, the 
principal decision-making 
body, according to security 
officials. 

Although the security au- 
thoriries are at present reason¬ 
ably confident that the key 
figures who have left the 
terrorist organisation are not 
about to form a rival republi¬ 
can terrorist group, the confir¬ 
mation of the split has 
underlined the increasing dis¬ 
illusion within sections of the 
IRA over the talks. 

However, security sources 
said that Gerry Adams and 
Marlin McGuinness. the two 
principal Sinn Fein traders, 
still remained in control of the 
republican policy and that the 
split involving a number of 
“significant players" did not 
pose an immediate threat in 


Tomorrow in 
THE TIMES 



Battle of the 
London Mayors 



LACOSTE 


the peace process. The resig¬ 
nations followed a stormy 
summit attended by about SO 
leading activists in the west 
DonegaL town of Gweedore 
last month. Although the lead¬ 
ership carried the day, a 
sizeable minority questioned 
what the ceasefire had 
achieved and warned of trou¬ 
ble if the talks did not “pro¬ 
duce the goods”. 

There was considerable un¬ 
happiness at Sinn Fein's adop¬ 
tion of the Mitchell principles, 
which include a commitment 
to total paramilitary disarma¬ 
ment. They are also under¬ 
stood to have expressed alarm 
over the possibility of a settle¬ 
ment that "copper-fastened" 
partition. 

The quartermaster general 
as well as his girlfriend, both 
well-known hardliners, were 
forced off the IRA's L2-member 
army excutive. which elects 
the seven members of the 
PIRA army council. 

It is understood that the 
man who was the IRA’s long- 
serving chief of staff until 
December last year — a 
“hawk" who lives in County 
Monaghan — resigned from 
the army council voluntarily. 

Security officials said the 
fact rhar activists had left “on 
their feet", suggested they had 
been allowed to resign hon¬ 
ourably and intended to be¬ 
come inactive instead of 


Irvine 


Continued from page I 
those of the present Lord Chief 
Justice, Lord Bingham of 
Comhill. could nonetheless be 
a first step towards a continen¬ 
tal-style legal dress, a simple 
black gown, in British courts. 

As Speaker of the House of 
the Lords, Lord Irvine takes 
exception to the "ludicrous silk 
tights which I have to wear 
eviery day, despite having got 
the business of pulling than 
on to down to a fine an". 

The Lord Chancellor, who is 
leading the Government’s pro¬ 
gramme of constitutional re¬ 
form, believes that his own 
costume should be modern¬ 
ized as part of plans to reform 
the House of Lords. 

He also wants rid of the 
“hat-doffing" exercise. For 
which he wears his tricorn hat 
fit makes modem Lord Chan¬ 
cellors look rather raffish and 
reminiscent of pirates of old*% 

Wigs, he added, made the 
general public think of barris¬ 
ters as "an antique lor. 

However. Lord Irvine does 
not object to the wearing of full 
ceremonial dress on state oc¬ 
casions. when “it may be 
entirely appropriate for the 
Lord Chancellor ro be in his 
full traditional dress." But as 
daily working dorhes, his 
outfit is “scarcely acceptable." 

In the inierviewhe strongly 
rejects calls by the media for 
steps to protect the press 
against a rash of “gagging 
orders" w-hen privacy law-s are 
created by judges enfordng 
the new Human Rights Bill. 

Any request for special pro¬ 
tection to limit judges' use of 
the European Convention's 
article eight, which protects 
the right to privacy, was 
“exorbitant" and would be 
thought by the "overwhelming 
majority of people" to be 
excessive. Bur he said the 
media's “doom and gloom" 
was utterly misplaced. 


joining a rival group. One 
security source said it was 
clear that the IRA leaders 
would not have agreed to 
remove the quartermaster- 
general unless they were satis¬ 
fied he was not going to form a 
breakaway group and make 
use of the concealed dumps of 
weapons and explosives. Tra¬ 
ditionally. he - is the only 
republican figure with the full 
knowledge of their where- 
abouts. Under the IRA's con¬ 
stitution. defections and the 
transfer of weapons to rival 
organisations are punishable 
by death. 

The split in the IRA ranks is 
probably the most serious 
disagreement wirhin the re¬ 
publican movement since 1986 
when a group led by Ruairi 
O’Bradaigh broke away from 
the Provisional IRA to form 
the Republican Sinn Fein. 

Officials said it was possible 
the dissidents could take a 
number of “foot soldiers" with 
them but believe there is no 
immediate threat to the 
ceasefire. There is, however, 
concern that this situation 
could change if the peace talks 
do not yield dividends in the 
coming months. About a third 
of the IRA's estimated -100 
active members are thought to 
be unhappy with Sinn Fein’s 
participation in the talks. 

Leading article, page 23 





NEWS IN BRIEF 


Christine Hamilton sheltering outside the Commons yesterday, her husband said that they would fight on 

Hamilton’s media circus 


Continued from page 1 
a circus in which poor Hamilton played 
the role both of ringmaster and down. 
The room was fuIL Journalists attending 
Hamilton press conferences these days 
go in the faintly ghoulish mood of those 
who flock to road accidents. 

Silence (Mule we waited to be live on 
BBC Radio 5) was broken by a dispute 
between press photographers and a TV 
cameraman whose lights spoilt their 
capture of the moment 

Silence fell again. Hamilton called for 
a glass of water. Was this a last request 
or wonld he now ask for a cigarette—or 
even a priest? 

Then Hamilton spoke, launching into 
an angry and at times disjointed rant 
against his critics and inquisitors. 


Mohamcd A1 Fayed had lied, he 
daimed. Hie Select Committee on 
Standards and Privileges had dipped 
up. Sir Gordon Downey (die Parliamen¬ 
tary Commissioner for Standards) was 
slovenly and unjust 

He had been tried by a Court of Star 
Chamber, he went on. This was the 
“hoax of the century". Flayed was “a 
modern Titus Oates". He and Christine 
wonld fight on. 

All the while, Hamilton's hands were 
shaking. His voice shook, too, as he lost 
his place in Ms notes. He is plainly 
under intense strain. You could say he 
sounded dotty. He was certainly obses¬ 
sive, and anyone with experience in 
public life knows the symptoms. Had 
Ha milto n's case been conveyed by letter 


it would have been in green ink. with a 
copy sent to the Queen. 

But anyone with experience in public 
life also knows the shudder as you brush 
away some dotty-sounding plea. Might 
there be something in it? A huge 
grievance docs turn sane people dotty. 

When once I asked David Mellor why” 
he bad never challenged the fabrications 
about Ms "Chelsea strip”, he replied, 
“Who's interested in a verdict of only 
two-thirds gnfltyT' In essence that is 
what Hamilton was asking for — and 
nobody was interested. Few if any in the 
Jubilee Room yesterday gained the 
impression he had been blameless. 
Some of ns. however. left feeling vaguely 
uneasy about the process fay which he 
had been blamed. 
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Clare Cattle, trainee wig-maker at Ede and Ravenscroft 

Wig-makers to the law 
argue case for defence 


By Frances Gibb 
LEGAL CORRESPONDENT 

THE proposal by the Lord 
Chancellor. Lord Irvine of 
Lairg, to dispense with judi¬ 
cial wigs wonld end part of 
British history, says the 
London firm that has sup¬ 
plied them since 1689. 

Ede and Ravenscroft of 
Chancery Lane, "robemakers 
and tailors" since the reign of 
William and Mary, sells sev¬ 
eral hundred handmade, 
horsehair wigs a year, rang¬ 
ing from the everyday short 
wig to the full-bottomed 
version. 

G3J Godfrey, marketing 
manager, said: “We would be 
very disappointed if the legal 
profession gave up wearing 
wigs because it is part of 
history." But the firm was a 
“diverse business" and wig- 
making was only one aspect 
of its work: “We arc gentle* 
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men's outfitters and we sell a 
whole range of items — 
shirts, shoes — not only here 
but to Japan and Russia." 

The firm was responsible 
for designing the modern 
version. Ms Godfrey said. A 
century ago, wigs had to be 


powdered and curled. A stan¬ 
dard short barrister’s wig 
costs about £400. Recently the 
firm introduced a £150 depos¬ 
it for the rental of a standard 
wig after a spate of thefts 
from the Inns of Court 

The standard wig, known 
as the Bar wig, was devised 
by Humphrey' Ravenscroft in 
1822. It has a “frizzed crown, 
below which are four rows of 
seven curls, then one row of 
four curls with one curl 
vertically between them, and 
two tails, looped and tied". 

By contrast the full-bot¬ 
tomed wig, worn on ceremo¬ 
nial occasions and by the 
Lord Chancellor for till his 
official duties, has “horizon¬ 
tal rows of fixed curls, which 
fall from the crown of head, 
over the ears and on to the 
shoulders". A judge's every¬ 
day wig is “frizzed all over 
with no curls" and "two small 
ties of horsehair at the back”. 


Tributes 
as Isaiah 
Berlin 
dies at 
age of 88 

By David Charter 


SIR ISAIAH BERLIN, vari¬ 
ously known as the wisest 
wittiest and fastest-talking of 
the century's historians and 
philosophers, died yesterday 
from a heart attack, aged 88. 

The Latvian-born academic 
secured a double first at 
Oxford and went on to become 
Churchill's personal wartime 
envoy in Washington. The 
academic career which fol¬ 
lowed as a fellow of All Souls, 
Oxford, took him around die 
globe and led to the presidency 
of the British Academy and 
the Order of Merit 

Sir Isaiah demonstrated his 
mesmeric linguistic talents — 
he was once timed once at 
nearly 400 words a minute — 
on platforms as varied as the 
White House, in a lecture as a 
guest of President Kennedy, 
and Desert Island Discs. 

Academics were divided 
yesterday about the extent of 
his academic legacy. Michael 
Ignarieff. who worked closely 
with him on a biography to be 
published next year, said: "We 
have lost a very considerable 
figure. He was probably the . 
most influential liberal philos¬ 
opher of his generation.” 

Mr Ignarieff said Sir Isaiah 
would be remembered as one 
of the great interp re ters of 
Russian culture to the Eng¬ 
lish-speaking world: “He saw 
the Russian Revolution with 
his own eyes, he talked to 
Boris Pasternak in Moscow in 
1945, then came back and 



wrote his influential liberal 
philosophy." 

Roger Scruton, the philoso¬ 
pher, credited him with estab¬ 
lishing the history of ideas as a 
university discipline, but took 
issue with the “moral plural¬ 
ism” of his world view which 
refused, he said, to define 
fundamental values: “He has 
written some marvellous es¬ 
says on Russian literature, but 
I think his philosophical con¬ 
tributions are in comparison 
somewhat thin." 

Vernon Bogdanor, profes¬ 
sor of government at Oxford,, 
was in no doubt that Sir Isaiah 
had made an enduring contri¬ 
bution: "His defence of a 
Liberal society is a permanent 
contribution, to human 
thoughL He thought that lib¬ 
eralism should not seek to 
impose a particular pattern of , 
life upon, people. He was a 
great human being as well as 
a great thinker." 

Dr Colin Lucas, "Vice-Chan¬ 
cellor of Oxford, said: “We are 
very sad to lose such an 
eminent scholar, who made 
such an enormous contribu¬ 
tion to philosophy and to the 
values for which we stand." A 
private funeral service is ex¬ 
pected to take place today. 

Rosemary Rigbter, page 22 
Obituary, page 25 


Ministers 

tighten 

railway 

regulation 

Ministers moved yesterday 
to take doser control of 
railway regulation in an 
effort to increase passen¬ 
gers' rights. Gavin Strang, 
the Transport Minister, 
published a series of guide¬ 
lines to the industry’s regu¬ 
lators. making dear that 
he would expect doser co¬ 
ordination in future. 

However, Mr Strang 
admitted that the Govern¬ 
ment would not be able to 
make big changes to the 
regulatory system until it 
introduces new legislation, 
which will take at least a 
year. The ultimate aim is a 
strategic rail authority. 

Leading article. page 23 

Rape case won 

John Ellison, 28, of Crook, 
Durham, a former Scots 
Guardsman who was 
falsely convicted and jailed 
fin- rape, wan a High Court 
damages daira against the 
Ministry of Defence for 
malicious prosecution and 
negligence. The amount 
will be decided today. 

Safely failures 

Eleven meat-processing 
plants failed in October to 
meet all the controls put in 
place to stop the spread of 
BSE-infected materials. 
The figures, covering near¬ 
ly 700 premises, are the 
highest tor several months, 
but inspectors said the 
infringements were minor. 

Verdict stands 

A fresh review by George 
Robertson, the Defence , 
Secretary, of the RAF Chi¬ 
nook helicopter crash 
which killed 25 senior anti¬ 
terrorist intelligence offi¬ 
cers in 1994 has confirmed 
the original judgment that 
the pilots were grossly 
negligent 

Clocking on 

An attempt by Warner 
Holidays to silence the 
night-time chimes of a 
village church so its hotel 
guests could have an un¬ 
disturbed nighrs sleep has 
failed after villagers in 
Nidd, North Yoritshire. 
voted 47 to 28 in favour of 
retaining the bells. 

Mir bagatelle 

Cosmonauts on Mir have 
boldly shopped where no 
one has shopped before, 
using the Internet to e-mail 
an American shopping ser¬ 
vice and order sweatshirts, 
a Barbie doll and even a 
computer as Christmas 
presents for their loved 
ones back on Earth. 

Au pair appeal 

Players from Liverpool, 
Everton and Aston Villa 
football dubs have donat¬ 
ed signed kit and footballs 
to be auctioned for the 
defence campaign of Lou¬ 
ise Woodward, 19. the Brit¬ 
ish au pair jailed in the US 
for murdering a child in 
her care. 

Chess move 

Oakham School In Rut¬ 
land has become the first in 
the country to have a foil- 
time chess teacher. Each 
year Garry Kasparov, die 
world champion who visit¬ 
ed Oakham yesterday, will 
select a young player to 
receive a free education at 
the private school 
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cleared 


of encouraging 
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readers to kill 


By Joanna Bale 
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THE former editor of an 
angling newspaper was 
cleared yesterday of encourag¬ 
ing his readers to lull protect¬ 
ed birds. 

Keith Higginbottom had 
faced two charges of incite¬ 
ment under the 1981 Wildlife 
and Countryside Act after die 
front page of the Angling 
Times launched a.campaign 
against cormorants with the 
banner headline: “These birds 
must be killed.” A photograph 
showed a masked man with a 

S standing over four dead 
Drants with the caption: 
is the picture everyone 
wants to see." 

Mr Higginbottom wait on 
trial at Peterborough Magis¬ 
trates’ Court yesterday after 
denying both charges, relating 
to the December 4,1996, issue 
of the leading angling 
newspaper. 

Magistrates decided there 
was no case to answer, and 
after the hearing the new 
Angling Times editor branded 
the prosecution a waste of 
public money. John Kelly said: 
“We are delighted with the 
decision, but the derision to 
bring the case at all has to be 
questioned as it was a serious 
challenge to journalistic inde¬ 
pendence and free speech." 

Mr Kelly added that his 
newspaper’s campaign 
against cormorants would 
itinue. He said: “This cam- 



Front-page message in 
the Angling Times 


paign was professionally 
launched and has succeeded 
in. raising huge national 
awareness of the threat to 
fisheries; The Angling Times 
believes there should be a 
change to the law." 

The court had heard record¬ 
ings of police interviews with 
Mr Higginbottom in which he 
was asked if he had intended 
to incite readers to. kill the 
birds. He replied: “If we 
wanted to get people to go out 
and shoot birds we would 
have said 'go out and shoot 
birds’.” 

Gareth Hawkesworth, for 


’ ('rdici.jajj 


y .‘uvninson 



the defence, urged the magis¬ 
trates to. rule there was no case 
to answer. He said: “The 
prosecution has to prove be¬ 
yond reasonable doubt that an 
.editor of many years’ experi¬ 
ence intended to encourage 
people actually to break the 
criminal law. 

. “It must be proved that the 
defendant knew of or deliber- 
’ aiely closed his eyes to the Act. 
A_ free , press is entitled to 
.criticise the law and one of the 
ways of doing it is to demon¬ 
strate how the law has faDen 
into disrepute." 

Mr Hawkesworth likened 
die issue to tire debate over the 
legalisation of cannabis. 

•There have been endless 
articles in the press and maga¬ 
zines which point out how it is 
used, smoked and grown and 
explain that some research 
says it is no more harmful 
than alcohol. These are not 
prosecuted for incitement for 
the simple reason that rt*s a 
serious debate." 

Sylvia Cundell. for tire pros¬ 
ecution, said that in the edition 
of the Emap-owned paper 
launching the campaign 
against cormorants, there 
were also descriptions of vari¬ 
ous ways ofldlling the birds, 
including the use of poison 
and baited lines and hooks. 

Mrs Cundell said: “It 
contains very emotional lan¬ 
guage with reference to cor¬ 
morants and at least four 
pictorial depictions of dead 
ones. 

“ft contains die information 
about the type of gun and rifle 
effective In killing cormorants. 
It contains information about 
the type of pill and dosage 
effective to kill cormorants. 

. “It contains fee type of 
fishing techniques that can be 
used to drown them There is 
nothing in it to indicate feat 
any lawful campaign was 
being started by fee Angling 
Times.” 

Mr Hawkesworth argu¬ 
ments were accepted by fee 
magistrates after one and a 
half hours’ deliberation. Mr 
Higginbottom, who left the 


PAUL VICENTE 
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Cormorants axe protected by law but ’arc disliked by. 
anglers who claim they have decimated fish stocks ' 


newspaper last May. left court 
to celebrate with a bottle of 
champagne. 


Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother, with her grain 

nitside W 


annual Field of Remembrance Service oi 


dson the Duke of York, at the 
Westminster Abbey yesterday 


Teenager who 
strangled his 
grandmother 
gets ten years 


By Emma Wilkins 


ATEENAGER who strangled 
his grandmother when she 
caught him stealing her sav¬ 
ings ro feed his drug habii was 
jailed for ten years yesterday. 
Luke Hamilton. 18, was 
arrested only after his parents 
challenged a post-mortem ex¬ 
amination which said feat his 
victim had died of a heart 
attack. 

Yesterday Verna Hamilton, 
a hospital clerk, watched wife 
tears in her eyes as her son 
was led away to fee cells for 
the manslaughter of her moth¬ 
er. The family said they were 
devastated by the case. 

The teenager has already 
been attacked by prison in¬ 
mates while being held on 
remand, and is now being 
kept segregated at his own 
requesL Chelmsford Crown 
Court whs told that he had 
been taking drugs including 
cannabis, amphetamines. 
LSD and Ecstasy since the age 
of 14. 

His grandmother. Daphne 
Cole. 83, was found dead at 
her bungalow in Bury St 
Edmunds. Suffolk, in Janu¬ 
ary. A neighbour had noticed 
that the sitting-room lights 
were still on at 10am on a 
Sunday. Mrs Hamilton’s hus¬ 
band. Terry, a brewery work¬ 
er. found his mother-in-law 
lying in the hall, and noticed a 
red line around her throat 
Outside, he found a cigarette 
butt in a gap between slabs of 
the garden path. 

Police initially derided that 
nothing had been disturbed or 
stolen. However, fee Hamil- 
tons became suspicious when 
they could not find any Trace of 
the £220 pension fear Mrs 
Cole had collected from a Post 
Office fee day before her 
death, or her savings which 
she had been putting aside to 
have her front door double- 
glazed. They held a family 
conference ten days after her 
death, and asked police for a 
second post-mortem examina¬ 
tion. 

David Harrison, a Home 
Office pathologist, found feat 
she had suffered two fractured 
bones in her neck and died of 



Hamilton: attacked 
by prison inmates 


manual strangulation. There 
were bruises on her jaw. scalp 
and left shoulder, and bleed¬ 
ing under her eyes. 

When Suffolk police began a 
murder inquiry, Mrs Hamil¬ 
ton appealed at a press confer¬ 
ence for help in finding her 
mother’s killer. Following 
their son’s arrest, Mr and Mrs 
Hamilton bad supported his 
alibi that he was at the family 
home in Buiy St Edmunds at 
fee time of fee killing. 

At first, Hamilton told 
police that he had not seen his 
grandmother for six weeks 
and had been at a driving 
lesson on the day of her death. 
However. DMA in saliva 
found on fee butt matched 
Hamiltonls genetic finger¬ 
print. He later told police that 
he thought he had strangled 
his grandmother while in a 
dream-like state after raking 
amphetamines, and had 
imagined he was being chased 
by werewolves. 

Hamilton, of Bury Si Ed¬ 
munds. was convicted of man¬ 
slaughter and fee theft of E315, 
but cleared of murder. After¬ 
wards, his parents and twin 
sister Sarah said they were 
devastated. Kevin McCarthy. 
Hamilton’s -solicitor, said: 
“They are distraught. They 
would like to thank all those 
who have supported them.’’ 
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Tackle to 
cost man 
his home 


By Russell Jenkins 
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A RUGBY player may have to 
sell his house after he was 
successfully sued over a high 
tackle in which his opponent 
suffered a broken jaw and lost 
several front teeth. 

Peter Thaler, 42. of Fryston. 

Yorkshire, who faces a 
jal bill of £20,500'after the 
' judgment, put up his house as 
a surety for fee legal costs. 

Mr Thaler, a miner, was 
playing for Fryston Amateur 
Rugby League Football Club 
in a Yorkshire Cup match 
against Shawcross, near 
Dewsbury, in 1994 when he 
mistimed his tackle and hit 
Glenn Riddle wife his elbow. 

Mr Riddle accused Mr Tha¬ 
ler of assualr and, when he 
was cleared by Dewsbury 
magistrates, then sued for 
damages in the civil court and 
won, leaving Mr Thaler to pay 
£4300 in compensation and 
£26.000 in legal costs. 


Police li nk gang to 30 
attacks on the wealthy 


By StewaktTendlerand Adam Fresco 


A GANG of burglars who 
handcuffed (he three-year-old 
daughter of a City business¬ 
man to a banister during a 
robbery face questioning 
about another 30 attacks on 
the homes of fee wealthy. 

Detectives believe the six- 
man gang has taken cash and 
jewellery worth up to £4 mil¬ 
lion in raids an hones across 
the Home Counties. 

The raids include an attack 
the home of Lord 


on 


McGowan, a stockbroker, and 
his wife at Alton. Hampshire, 
in October last year, and fee 
theft of cash and jewellery 
from the Surrey home of Spiro 
Metaxas. a Greek business¬ 
man. in August last year. 

Yesterday Peter Champion. 
28 from Merseyside, and 
Shaun Shinkwin. 34, from 
Watford, who trained lor the 
British boxing Olympic 
squad, were found guilty at 


Woolwich Crown Court of 
aggravated robbery. Paul 
Clarke, 27. from Merseyside, 
Stephen Lewtas, 37, from Mer¬ 
seyside, and Ronald 
Shinkwia 32, from Hertford¬ 
shire, all admitted robbery at 
an earlier hearing. Graham 
Barker, 22, from Merseyside, 
the driver of fee getaway car, 
admitted aggravated bur¬ 
glary. The six will be sen¬ 
tenced at a later date. 

They were caught after an 
attack in February last year on 
the home of Stephen Burke, 
38, who runs a City recruit¬ 
ment agency wife his wife 
Deborah, 40. The gang, 
armed with a mallet and a 
knife, burst into their home at 
Radlett. Hertfordshire, as the 
couple were about to put then- 
daughter Georgina to bed. 
The raiders stole cash, 
jewellery and vintage cham¬ 
pagne. A masked man pushed 


Mrs Burke into her kitchen 
and ignoring her daughter’s 
screams ripped her E3.000 
Rolex watch from her wrist. 
Her husbands £12.000 Swiss 
watch was also taken. 

One of the raiders threat¬ 
ened Mrs Burke with a ham¬ 
mer and told her that if she did 
not tell them where the safe 
was her husband would be 
murdered and her daughter 
abducted. Mr Burke had been 
left handcuffed to the banis¬ 
ters. His wife was handcuffed 
as well and cuffs were put 
round her daughter's ankle 
because her wrist was too 
small. Nearly nine months 
after fee raid Georgina is still 
haunted by fee experience. 

Within moments of the gang 
leaving, police burst in freed 
fee family. The gang had been 
under surveillance for two 
months, but that night police 
had temporarily lost contact. 



X-rays prove black hole theory 


By Nicee Hawkes 
SCIENCE EDITOR 



A BIZARRE distortion of 
space and time predicted by 
Einstein's theory of relativity 
has b e e n proved after nearly 
80 years. Observations from a 
s atellite launched in 1995 
have shown feat rotating 
black holes drag space and 
tune around wife them as 
they spin, like a tornado 
picking op debris in its path. 

Two feaxns reported the 
diseoveiy of “frame-drag- 

ging*’, as fee process is called, 

at a meeting of the American 
Astron omical Society in Estes 
Park. Colorado, yesterday. 
The results are a farthe r 
co nfir mation that Ernst cm’s 
Genera] Theory of Relativity, 
published in 1915. makes 
.accurate predictions about 
mow nature behaves. 

According to fee theory all 
rotating bodies generate a 
sew kind of grav it a t i on al 

farce, fee gravitomagnetic 

force, . by witne of fe c * r 
rotation. 

Detecting fee effect for 
bodies such as the Earth, 



g rinning black holes distort space and time as they 
whip matter around at enormous speeds, scientists say 


which is neither very massive 

nor rotates very fast is diffi¬ 
cult. Black holes or neutron 
stars pack a huge amount of 
mass into a comparatively 
tiny space and rotate very 
fetf. making them the perfect 
{daces to Took, for frame- 
dragging. 

At yesterday’s meeting, an 
team reported success 
after looking at neutron 


stars, while an American 
team confirmed it by looking 
rat black boles. Both used 
inst rum e n ts on board the 
Ro sa X -ray Timing Explorer 
(RXTE), a satellite launched 
by fee LIS space agency Nasa, 
Luigi Stella of the Agro¬ 
nomical’ Observatory in 
Rome and Mario Vietri of 
tire Third University of Rome 
examined X-ray signals from 


15 neutron stars rotating at 
about 300 rpm. around which 
matter is whirling at 1,000 
rpm. This means the matter is 
travelling at 100.000 kilo¬ 
metres per second, a third fee 
speed of light. 

According to fee theory, fee 
matter should undergo a 
stow precession, or wobble. 
simila r to that of a spinning 
top about to fall over. They 
looked for a variation in the 
X-ray signals at fee predicted 
frequency of between 10 and 
30 times a second, and found 
it on three of fee stars. 

A team from Massachu¬ 
setts Institute of Technology, 
led fay Wei Cut also believes 
it has shown fee effect after 
studying X-ray emissions 
from black holes. They, too. 
found a characteristic wobble 
Of fee right frequency. 

There remains a possibility 
that fee signals may be 
caused by some other effect 
so alternative methods are 
needed to confirm feat 
frame-dragging is real A 
satellite called Gravity Probe- 
B, to be launched by Nasa in 
1999. should be able to do it 
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Only Packard Bell make computers this easy. 
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If the thought of using your own PC has always 
seemed a bit daunting, then Packard Bell have the 
PC for you. 

Because we've created a range of unique PCs, 
combining state-of-the-art technology with a 
whole host of features that make computing easier 
than ever before. 

For a start our PCs come with a pre-loaded Personal 
Assistant Pack, to select your level of expertise and 
guide you step by step when using your PC. 


Together with everything you need to surf 
the Net straight away, and £1000 of free top 
software, all pre-loaded and ready to use. (And 
with over 25 best-selling titles, from games and 
reference to hobbies and financial programs, 
there's something to keep all your family 
occupied.)* 

Not to mention the latest, fastest CD-ROM drives 
and modems* as well as built-in digital hi-fi sound 
with a 10W sub-woofer. 


All of which means that a Packard Bell PC is ready 
to use right away. No complicated manuals, no 
programming, no worries. 

And best of all, with a range of 6 models to 
choose from and prices from just £1199, they're not 
just easy to use but easy to afford. 

We think you'll agree that we couldn't have made 
it any easier. 

Packard Bell PCs. Available at PC World, Dixons 
and Currys. 


v*)# Packard BelL 

y THE COMPUTER THE WORLD COMES HOME TO 

Available at PC World, Dixons and Currys 


* Communication models only and subject to subscription charges. Model featured is a Pulsar 16 with 14” monitor. Configurations vaiy according to model. Value of software based on separate selling price of actual or equivalent software, 

less value of manuals not included for pre-loaded software. The Intel inside logo and Pentium are registered trademarks and fcWX a trademark of the Intel corporation. 
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in Liverpool 


CHILDREN were found play¬ 
ing with live shells in Liver¬ 
pool yesterday. A police 
investigation led to a ware¬ 
house filled with 20 rusting 
Russian-built tanks. 

The 5*2 in shells came from 
inside the T-55 tanks, await¬ 
ing shipment at Garston 
Docks on their way from 
Bosnia to army museums in 
America. Nineteen shells have 
been handed in to police. 
raising concern that many 
more may be in circulation. 

At first it was thought that 
the brass-cased shells, taper¬ 
ing to a copper-tipped bullet, 
lyiad been handed out to dock 
* workers as souvenirs. But 
police said later that children 
may have climbed over a fence 
to reach the tanks. 

A bomb disposal squad 
from the Royal Logistic Corps, 
based at Preston in Lanca¬ 
shire, was called to assess the 
danger as police searched die 


By Russell Jenkins 

docks for further weapons and 
bullets. Merseyside Police said 
that anyone finding more 
ammunition should telephone 
them immediately. People 
should treat it with extreme 
caution and not attempt to 
handle rL 

. Schools were visited by com¬ 
munity officers with photo¬ 
graphs of the shells. A police 
spokeman said: M Our main 
jJriorify is to ger the ammuni¬ 
tion back as soon as possible. 
Even though it is technically - 
an offence to possess the. 
.ammunition, police are mare 
concerned for people’s safety 
and wont prosecute anyone 
for having the shells." Police 
said there could be catastroph¬ 
ic consequences if one of the 
shells was thrown on to a 
bonfire. 

They are investigating how 
the tanks were shipped to 
Liverpool with live ammuni¬ 
tion on board. They said that 


Mothers killed 
pensioner who 
exposed fraud 


,i By Kathryn Knight 

VTHREE single mothers were Beveridge, 
jailed yesterday for killing a the gang, 
pensioner after he exposed 'hex'benefit 
their benefits fraud. wanted re\ 

Susan Beveridge, 34, Araan- er, Mr Ree 
da McDonnell, 24, and Lesley rounded uj 
Jones, 23, went to 72-year L old her to scan 
John Walker's Cardiff home, “Beverid 
strangled him with his belt • Mr Waflce 
smothered him with a pillow her. She w 
and stamped raj his face. The Walker a 1 


Beveridge,- the ringleader of 
the gang was furious when 
her benefit was stopped and 
wanted revenge on Mr Walk¬ 
er, Mr Rees told thecourL She 
rounded up her friends to help 
her to scare him. ■ . 

“Beveridge was angry that 
Mr Walker had grassed oh 
her. She wanted to teach Mr 
Walker a lesson and planned 


retired steelworker was to. terrorise him by putting 
“scared to dea£h”ai\d died of a him in fear of his life,” Mr 


heart attack, Cardiff Crown 
Court was told. 

Beveridge and McDonnell 
then forged their victim's sig- ' 
nature to collect Ins pension 
money. All three women de¬ 
nied murder but their guilty . 
pleas to manslaughter were 

e jted by the ^prosecution, 
iridge and McDonnell 
admitted robbery. 

John Charles Rees, QC, for 
the prosecution, told the court 
that Beveridge and Mr Walk¬ 
er had been neighbours in the 
Riverside area of .the city for 
many years but, without the 
pensioner'sTcnoivJedge, Bever¬ 
idge was claiming benefit by 
using his address. He was 
interviewed in a spot-check by 
investigators from the Depart¬ 
ment of Social Security and 
gave them Beveridge’s name. 


Rees said. 

The court was told that Mr 
Walker’s body was not found 
until a week after his death. 

Mr Justice Garland told the 
three women: “It was a re- ■ 
venge attack after.Mr Walker 
exposed a barefaced benefit 
fraud,;- 

„ “You brooded over it and. 

■ when drink inflamed your 
resentment you hatched this 
scheme to rough him up. - " 

Beveridge was jailed for 
seven years for manslaughter 
and 3*i years for robbery. 
McDonnell, from Roath, Car¬ 
diff, was jailed for five years 
for manslaughter and 3*i 

■ years for robbery. Tones, from 
Riverside, was jailed for 3*2 
years after pleading guilty to. 
manslaughter on the ground 
of diminished responsibility. 


Bulgaria in Crisis 

" IIBC lauiK'ho Appeal 


LETT TO FREEZE 
Yortbm. /J* already 
malnourished could die 
from cold and hunger 
this \ebner unless aid 
reaches him note. With 
tmparan/rzs 
plummeting to -I5°C 
Yordan i scam clothing 
and no shoes offer him 
Hale protection front the 
biaer cold and there is 
no money to heat his 
orphanage. There are 
37JOOO places in 
Bulgaria's orphanages. 


No Money Tb Feed The Children 
No Money Tb Heat The Orphanages 

Bulgaria is a coimay in the midst of a serious economic 
crisis. Unless urgent help is sent, thousands of children will 
suffer terribly this winter. 

There is little money to heat the or phanages . 
Orphanage Directors are having to beg for food from local 
villages and rarely know where the next meal is coming 
from. In some areas children, tike Yordan, are going hungry 
and die cold could prove fatal for many children this winter 
Without aid this could be catastrophic far Bulgaria's 
orphanage children. ' - • 

The European ChiMren’s That, sister chanty of The 
Romanian Orphanage Trust, is ready to distribute emergency 
food pp*** , clothes and fbel to the orphanages in most need. 
Your gift today wffl save lives and bring hope. 



feed 20 orphan** 

orphanage for 3 1 


Plcitse send whatever \mi can lo help children 
survive the u inter or cull 01273 200399 NOW 


1 enclose £_to save Bulgarian ~ 

The European Children’* TmsL Or debit my Access/Vlsa/CAF caitl 


SigD&tnre. 


the ammunition is not tank 
armament but the type used in 
heavy and light machineguns. 
The tanks have been sitting on 
the dockside for ten days and 
are due to be shipped across 
the Atlantic during the next 
few months. 

The T-55s were among hun¬ 
dreds left over after the conflict 
in Bosnia. They are a develop¬ 
ment from the RussianSecond 
World War tank, the T-54, and 
entered service in the late 
1950s. During the Gulf War 
the flimsy armour of T-55s 
used by Iraq proved little 
defence against British and 
American tank rounds and 
anti-armour missiles. 

The tanks were used by the 
Bosnian Serb forces and were 
deployed around Srebrenica 
and Gorazde during the sum¬ 
mer of 1995. They were then 
stockpiled in a football field 
after the signing of the Dayton 
peace accord. 
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The Russian-built tanks used in the Bosnian conflict, awaiting shipment to American museums. The ammunition had been found in the tanks 


Freephone. A thoroughbred 
racehorse currently used for 
donkey rides. 
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Freephone. The world’s greatest sales and marketing tool But how many 


people realise its full potential? The truth is, used with imagination. 


few things work as hard as freephone to grow your business. 


We should know. We invented freephone 30 years ago and have 


constantly refined it since. Of course, if your present supplier has 


neglected to show you just how effective freephone can be, you can’t be 


expected to know how much potential it has. Thankfully, all that’s changed. 


You're now free to choose a supplier with new ideas. Someone who’s 


prepared to sit down with you and work out how freephone can give 


your business an edge. Switching to AT&T is easy. So easy in tact, you 


can even rake your existing freephone number with you. So call us, anytime. 


We’ll show you how AT&T FreePhone Services can keep you one jump ahead 

Call AT&T on 0800 064 8000 

or visit our web site at www.attco.uk 


I Telephone oo. _ - . “ ■ 

R^wT^BamACTiLBdg^BoefW The 

sc. 

OJ2T3 299?99 NCW. Parity l(Mg737 


Please act MW - winter is commit 


BUSINESS JUST GOT AN EDGE. 


7U/TM/C la ihc UK, AT&T fittPhww Sornces an: wppJkd by AT&T CucnmwuGukms (UK) LTD. 




















































































Richard Ford on how auditors gave prison food 


a glowing review, with a little problem over the bill 


THE dining room is packed, 
the menu is varied, and over- 
nighr accommodation is all 
part of the deal. Prison meals 
have come a long way from 
the image presented by tele¬ 
vision programmes such as 
Porridge, according to a re¬ 
port today. 

There is south Asian, Chi¬ 
nese and Italian misine. and a 
full range of vegetarian meals. 
Young offender institutions 
meet their generation's taste 
by offering burgers, filled pitta 
bread and hot dogs. All in all, 
says the National Audit Office 
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Choice of four meats 

iSitftdciy 
Savoury Baked Potato 
Roast Beer & Yorkshire Pudding 
Cheese & Onion Quiche 
Roast Pork & Apple Sauce 

«. /Jon (/ay 
Mushroom & Potato Croquette 
Grilled Gammon & Pineapple 
Cheese & Tomato Pizza 
Roast Lamb & Gravy 

S/ifenc/ay 

Mexican Bean Pot 
Braised Liver & Onions 
Grilled Fish & Lemon 
Lamb. Vegetable Curry & Rioe 


study on prison food, the 
caterers are doing well in 
difficult circumstances. 

However, like any restau¬ 
rant review, there are one or 
two points of criticism, like 
the bill. It says that savings of 
at least £b million could be 
made on the overall E60 mil- 
iion annual catering budget, 
bringing the daily cost down 
by about 10p a day to a total of 
EL27 for breakfast, lunch and 
dinner. And it says that some 
food is being cooked too long 
in advance. 

Food is an important part of 

e /f J ec/nesc/q^ 

Steamed Vegetable Pudding 
Gritted Pork Chop 
Fried Fish in Batter 
Individual Cottage Pie 

//Tuensc/cty 
Vegetable Fried Rice 
Beef, Vegetable stew & Dumplings 
Gammon Hot Pot 
Macaroni Cheese 

0VH</aff 
Vegetable Stir Fry 
Roast Pork & Gravy 
Braised Liver A Onions 
French Bread Pizza 

iScttitrc/cty 
Dhal Curry & Rioe 
Fish Du Glere 
Lancashire Hot Pot 
Sweet & Sour Pork 


prison life, says the report. 
With a captive clientele, poor 
quab'ty can bring greater risks 
than elsewhere. "Mealtimes in 
prisons are a potential 
flashpoint. While poor quality 
food usually leads to customer 
dissatisfaction in any environ¬ 
ment. in a prison it can resulT 
in anti-sodal behaviour and, 
in the worn case, to distur¬ 
bance and violence." 

Long Lartin jail in Worces¬ 
tershire and Drake Hall wom¬ 
en’s prison in Staffordshire 
won four chef hats for provid¬ 
ing the highest; standard of 
food of the 12 jails surveyed. 
However, the study found 
poor practices in some jails. 

Chips were cooked at 
9.15am at Coldingley jail, 
Surrey, for serving 2b hours 
later, and fried eggs on the 
lunch menu were cooked at 
930am. Although ten of the 12 
jails surveyed served satisfac¬ 
tory food, more than half 
served food at inappropriate 
temperatures, and none moni¬ 
tored the temperature of food 
when ft was given to inmates. 

Only Dover prison served 
meals within half an hour of 
them being cooked. None of 
the jails applied the Prison 
Service standard of a maxi¬ 
mum of 14 hours between 
evening meals and breakfast. 
Breakfast was usually at 8am. 
followed by lunch at 11.45am 
and die evening meal at 
430pm. 

The study also found varia¬ 
tions in the amount of meat 
and protein items served. On 



Porridge? I’d rather have stir fry 
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Ronnie Barker in Porridge, whose character would have found the choice today 
distinct improvement However, prisoners served broad beans thought it a jofc 


average, 4oz of meat or protein 
items were served to prisoners 
per meal, but at Woodhill. 
near Milton Keynes, the meat 
content of a dish on one day 
was only Ihoz, although the 
caterer said he aimed at three 
to four ounces. 

At Downview jail in Surrey, 
there were 6oz gammon 
steaks, while at Cardiff corned 
beef hash contained an aver¬ 
age of less than 3oz of meat per 
portion. 

Fresh fruit was rarely avail¬ 
able as an alternative dessert 


because of the relatively high 
cost. One prison source said 
last night that though more 
prisoners wanted fruit, most 
were not keen on fresh vegeta¬ 
bles, and preferred chips and 
beans. He remembered broad 
beans being served as an 
attempt to provide more fresh 
vegetables, and the prisoners 
throwing them back at officers 
because they did not know 
what they were and thought it 
was a joke. 

The study says that savings 
could be made by reducing the 


length of time food stocks are 
stored from 27 days to a 
maximum of ten working 
days, cutting staff costs and 
reducing the food budget 
Pinson traditionalists will be 
reassured that in spite of the 
appearance of chicken vinda¬ 
loo, vegetarian almond roast 
and beef olives on menus, 
porridge remains a staple part 
of the dieL 

□ Prison Catering (Report by 
the Comptroller and Auditor 
General, the Stationery Office, 
£8.45) 
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TV Is changing - and Dixons 
will help you set the full picture! 

With widescreen television, 
flbns fffl the whole screen with 
up to 30% more action — you’ll 
seefffmsjustasthecfirector 
intended. 

And you can suround 
yourself with sound with one of 
our DoBiy Pro-Logic TVs. The 
sound comes at you from a8 
directions, so Hfs Just Hke being 
fin the centre of the action 
Great for sports and films! 

Make sure you see the latest 
technology today—at Dixons. 
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JVC 


2SWX1 

28 WIDESCREEN 3-D 
PHONIC DOLBY PRO¬ 
LOGIC TV 

SURROUND SOUND WITHOUT 
THE NEED FOR EXTERNAL 
SPEAKERS 


• - screen p;;jie a-is. 

12 MONTHS INTEREST 
FREE OPTION* d-kosO**! 


799 


.99 
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SONY KV23WS2 
28 WIDESCREEN 
DOLBY PRO-LOGIC TV 

• coCf*' vis:c!-- scrssn s:z-3. 

+ josb/ Prc-U'gic Surrey :J 

S y ~~-• 

• IQ c^tur* cor.trc!. 


12 MONTHS INTEREST 
FREE OPTION* 

CixoniOeaJ 

£84999 
◄ PHILIPS 

28PW6332C 
23 WIDESCREEN 
DOLBY PRO-LOGIC TV 

• SS-crn yisibie screen size. 
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Surround Sound 

• ivlulti-format 
viewing modes. 

• Fssisxt for easy, access 
to Teletext information 
services. 

• Graphic equaliser. 

• Front headphone socket. 

• Supplied with roar 
sneakers. 

12 MONTHS INTEREST 

FREE OPTION* 

Dixons Deal 


'.99 
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New food 
agency 
to digest 
allhealth 
aspects 

By Nigel Hawkes 

SCIENCE EDITOR 

THE new Food Standards 
Agency will have sweep- 
-rag powers to control all 
aspects of food "from 
plough to plate’*,' Jeff 
Rooker, the Food Safety 
Minister, said yesterday. 

Its tasks wfll tndnde 
advice on nutrition and 
the production of food by 
fanners, and its powers 
will not stop at the farm 
gate. 

Mr Rcibker, who was 
speaking at.-the Agra 
Europe conference in 
London.' said: “If animal 
feed affects public health, 
if what is sprayed on crops 
affects public health, if 
food additives affect pub¬ 
lic health, these are the 
concern of the Agency. 
There are no ‘no-go ar¬ 
eas’." The agency would 
have tire power to step in 
when, for example, the 
Ministry of Agriculture 
was not taking action. 

A White Paper ontiin-' 
mg tire responsibilities of 
the agency is to be pub¬ 
lished later Hik month. 
Efforts by die food indus¬ 
try to limit its remit to 
food safety and to exdnde 
advice on nutrition 
appear to have been over¬ 
ruled. Some scientists, in¬ 
cluding the Royal Society, 
had also advised that nu¬ 
trition advice was best left 
to another body. 

Mr Rooker, who denied 
press reports that there 
had been disagreements 
within the Government 
over the responsibilities of 
the new body, said the 
agency would mark a "sea 
change in the way we . 
handle food safety".. 

The agency would sit 
outside traditional depart¬ 
mental str u ct ur es, be free 
of commercial or vested 
interests, and be open in 
its workings, he said. 
With further consultation 
after tire White Paper is 
published, the agency is 
expected to Ire running by - 
mid 1999. 


Bentley: hanged in 1953 

Bentley 
case wins 
appeal 
hearing 

By Richard Ford 

THE Court of Appeal is to 
reconsider the case of Derek 
Bentley 44 years after he was 
convicted and hanged at the ,i 
age of 19 for murdering a ’ 
policeman during a robbery. 

The decision by the Crimi¬ 
nal Cases Review Commission 
to refer the case for another 
hearing is a triumph for his 
family but came roo late for his 
sister. Iris, who died of cancer 
in January while still cam¬ 
paigning to get her brother a 
full pardon. 

His family has always 
maintained that Bentley, who 
had amenta! age of II, should 
never have hanged for his part 
in tihe killing of PC Sidney 
Miles in Croydon. South 
London, in 1952. 

Yesterday's announcement 
is a result of new medical evi¬ 
dence and submissions of le¬ 
gal irregularities sent by law¬ 
yers acting for Maria Bentley- 
DingwaU. Bentley'S niece, and 
Dermis Bentley, h is brother. 

PC Miles was shot dead by< J 
Christopher Craig. Bentley's % 
accomplice. Three police offi¬ 
cers told their trial that mo¬ 
ments before the shot, Bentley 
shouted:- "Let him have it, 
Chris." Craig, who was too 
young to hang, was detained 
at Her Majesty’s Pleasure. 


CORRECTION 


The National Breast Screen¬ 
ing Service offers screening to 
all women aged between 50 
and 64 once every three years, 
not every Sve,.-as-reported cm 
October-28. . 


Prompt access 

to private medical care 

from £15 ft month 

Call now on 

0500 66^99 66 V® -1 

Please quote vd. VIMM when you call 1 
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Try home insurance 
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-plus a newforold 
replacement service that 
delivers to your door 

The discounts scut with 15% off your praniiifti for 
catatip out buddings and contents cover together. Plus 
another Hr.r, off if you haven't claimed on your existing 
policy «n the Iasi year. And you could roily sjualilv 
-for Anther discount*! Abo. nr provide a new-fcr-oM 
replacement service and a 
24-hour emergency Helpline. Liverpool* 

Vktoria^fiV 
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Lines open Sam-Hpm MqjkL> . to Friday: H^pn, Saturday 

FOR R QUOTE 


CBLL 0800 680 6Q0 FREE 
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The Limited Edition Discovery Aviemere starts from £25y49& 


and, if possibles premima CD with six-disc autoebaager thrown in. 


Tbe United EdWon land Dover Dfccovery Avfenora Ss a special 


os the road. And that Is definitely oar final offer. 


They vast ft to be ready far caHecttea straigU away. And they 


edition vehicle far tbe few people art there that. so fat we have 


evea sqiod to be gtveo a cfaof ra of a Tdi noniifal or aotanatfc, or a V8i 


bow failed to oonrioce. 


For more tatorestkn. aS DM 1M Tw.nr fil in the coupon and pas to 1 Land Rower. FREEPOST TIMM, frrictantam. 
MdOesra TUB SUL Fax to: 01 Bi 410 M8S U vm da ml well to rectfcn lamer laid Row rtomndon. obese tkk here □ 


astaatte for beavers sake. 


tt would seen tbat fiveseats, power steering, electric urtwbws, 


HU ftey*n stfll expect tbe free two years warranty and free 


beated doer Mirrors, headlamp power wasters, tea forward and 
two reverse gems at® “Wb a«y »»e. 


sanricteg for two years or 24^0 miles (wblcfaever com first) tbat 
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-ROVER 
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land Rover Fr e edom Fina n ced flexible payment optioss with 13% APR. 


*E__ THE BEST 4X4XFAR 

IMS 071108 


screeo, metallic paint, roof rails, fog lights, a leather staeiiog uteri 


-3132J37. Written quotations available on request Credit avallaWfl to anyone aged 18 or over, subject to status (a guarantee may be required) through Land Rover finance, Avon House. 435 Stratford Road, Sftiriey. SofihuR. B90 4BL Land Rover Finance is part of Naiwest Group. 
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Seating planner Sir Terence Conran presents the dining room he has created while a sofa dominates the room to be used by President Chirac and his team. Sir Terence has had ten days to. prepare the design showpiece 

Blair couches French summit in terms of British style 

If BLAIR intends to show Designer sofas will show that new Labour leads the world in political furniture, writes Damian Whitworth “J teJd^Sk^ tSt ml 


TONY BLAIR intends to show 
the French today that they now 
lag behind Britain in the style 
stakes — so he has invited 
President Chirac and Prime Min¬ 
ister Lionel Jospin to a sofa 
summit. 

Mr Blair likes sofas. At 
Downing Street he works in a 
poky little office sitting on one. 
This morning he is to entertain his 
visitors on eight of the most 
stylish sofas in the land. 

Eager to show his guests that in 
new Britain cricket and warm 
beer are out and creativity and 
cool designs are in. Mr Blair has 


taken over the 38th floor of the 
Canary Wharf tower in London's 
Docklands for the Anglo-French 
summit Sir Terence Conran, die 
designer, restaurateur and new 
Labourite, had ten days to trans¬ 
form the empty shell in Europe’s 
tallest office block into a showcase 
for modem British interior decor. 

The wails are bright white with 
the occasional ochre or sea-blue 
surface, and plasterboard and 
frosted-glass partitions have been 
hastily erected to create several 


rooms. Expensive rugs have been 
tossed on to a slightly grubby grey 
carpet and art From the govern¬ 
ment collection, including works 
by Howard Hodgkin. Vidor 
Pasmore. Patrick Caulfield and 
Hamish Fulton adorn the wails. 

The main meeting room uses 
furniture by young British design¬ 
ers from Sir Terence’s stores. Two 
solid ash tables with “zinc- 
wrapped'* legs dominate but the 
hard talking is more likely to take 
place in the comer, on three 


summit sofas. Described as 
“buffed-suede" pieces, they pro¬ 
vide room for two premiers and a 
president to spread out but the 
issue of who sits on which was a 
subject of some debate. 

Who should sit fating the 
room? If the distance between 
them hindered easy discourse 
should Mr Blair slip on to a 
French sofa and would it offend 
the President if he did? Or would 
it be an insult if he joined the 
President’s Prime Minister in¬ 


stead? With a busy schedule of 
meetings between every possible 
combination of president, prime 
minister and foreign, defence and 
European minister, there will bea 
lot of sofa hopping. 

The parties wiQ be able to take 
breathers in little ante-rooms off 
the main meeting hall. Mr Blair 
has a six-seater sofa in his. M 
Jospin and M Chirac have two 
sofas each; M Chirac’s are orange, 
square. Seventies-style pieces 
while M Jospin has a huge. red. 


Italian thing that slipped in 
somehow among the home-made 
stuff, and a rather futuristic white 
creation. He also has the best 
gizmo; a fight called a 
microchrome with little panels 
pulsing ail the colours of the 
rainbow in a half-hour sequence. 

All the furniture has been Lent 
free to Mr Blair's design cause. 
“This gives die message that 
Britain is not only interested in its 
past heritage;* Sir Terence said. 
“It is interested in creating a 


modem heritage.** Sir Terence 
said he had spoken that morning 
to Jade Lang, the former French 
Culture Secretary; “He was de¬ 
pressed that the mantle of creativ¬ 
ity had gone from the French to 
the British." 

An aide said yesterday that it 
was not known whether the Prime 
Minister would take his guests 
round to the ether side of the 
tower, point to the building site 
below and explain that it is going 
to be die most expensive piece of 
British design of all: the Green¬ 
wich dome. He may just decide to 
enjoy his sofas. 
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Radiation link to 
high rate of child 
cancers ruled out 

By Ian Murray, medical correspondent 
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A MYSTERY virus could be 
responsible tor the children of 
radiation industry workers de¬ 
veloping leukaemia, accord¬ 
ing to evidence published 
today. 

A study based on 117,000 
men and 11,000 women who 
worked in the industry be¬ 
tween 1952 and 1986. and on 
the 35,949 children who had 
cancer diagnosed in those 
years, showed that about Rin 
10,000 children of radiatton 
workers developed leukaemia 
compared with a national 
average of just over six. 

However, the research 
found that there was no link 
between the level of radiation 
to which workers were ex¬ 
posed and the incidence of 
leukaemia among their child¬ 
ren. The highest proportion of 
leukaemia cases was found 
among the children of workers 
who had been exposed to so 
little radiation that it failed to 
register on detectors. 

The survey was carried out 


to test the theory put forward 
in 1990 by Martin Gardner, of 
Southampton University, who 
in a two-year study found that 
children of workers at 
Sell afield were twee as likely 
to develop leukaemia. He sug¬ 
gested that this might be a 
result of their father’s sperm 
being genetically altered by 
exposure to radiation. 

The new study concludes 
that “if there is any increased 
risk for the children of fathers 
who are radiation workers it is 
small in absolute terms. For 
mothers the numbers are too 
small for reliable estimates of 
the risk, if any, to be made." 

The report, published in the 
British Medical Journal. 
found that there was no real 
evidence to back Professor 
Gardner’s theory. Instead, it 
appeared that an unknown 
virus was responsible. “Cer¬ 
tain studies of population mix¬ 
ing have pointed to adult 
transmission of infection," foe 
report said. 
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Open Sundays and up to 8pm Monday-StfUrday 


Currys 



Wkandcn Boots ate rumble for 

iL.Ljl1i>inn diieciiy QQTO yoUT 


Choc* block or planked m ah ogany, 
red oak natural oak, maple, prtinoi 
beech or duaty. The dinky it vut. 

Unique prehoish so pohshmg 
required Almost Busenana free. 
Ntsmdy installed to aszzt^e day 
by mr spcaaBy rained craftsmen. 


■ Domestic and Cotnoereul: - 
Vkaodot floors arc installed m 
Annin Reed BAA. British Museum, 
SS, IBM, Lloyds Bank, Royal MaiL 
Wmbxead PLC n> name but a far. 

V A fuU ten year wear w . i m m y 

■ Comprehensive Credit Tana 
sraBabk. Written details on reques. 


home or via: cur showroom. 


FOR YOUR BROCHURE OR FREE SURVEY AND QUOTATION 

ACT NOW 2" FREEPHONE 0500 678967 
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Christmas card means 

Mark Henderson on a survey of the messages hidden in greetings 




SHOPPERS are making 
their choice of Chris tmas 
cards more carefully than 
ever, because increasingly 
rootless lifestyles mean (hat it 
may be their only contact 
with the recipient all year, a 
psychologist said yesterday. 
The result is that cards are 
more likely to betray the 
senders* true background 
and personality. 

A card says as modi about 
a person as their home, car or 
job. according to Cary Coo¬ 
per, Professor of Psychology 
at UMIST in Manchester, in 
a study for the Cancer Re¬ 
search Campaign. Sending a 
large card is working Hacc , 
he said. A snowscape or 
Village scene indicates a sub¬ 
urban, asp national back- 
pound, mid small and 
intricate designs suggest 
education. 

Robins or flowers are sent 
by careful people who tty not 
to risk upsetting friends. 
People who send lots of 
humorous cards often show 
arrogance and insensitivity. 
Religious subjects, particu¬ 
larly modem ones, naturally 
indicate a reverent attitude, 
but Old Master paintings of 
the Nativity or the Wise Men 
are also chosen by the upper 
middle-class showing off 
their taste. 

People are becoming more 
choosy because of the growth 
Af a more mobile and rootless 



Journey of the Magi, chosen by conservative types; 
Santa Square is caring; Robin's Surprise neutral 


society. Professor Cooper 
said. ‘These days, a Christ¬ 
mas card is often the only 
contact you mak e with an 
acquaintance all year, so 
there is a real need to make a 
statement There is a process 
of part-consdous and part- 
unconscious choice going on, 
by which cards are reflecting 
personalities and back¬ 
grounds as never before. 

“Large cards tend to be sent 


by lower sodo-economic 
groups, who are saying, 
‘Look, this is important’. The 
betteroff go for more dis¬ 
creet arty cards, usually for a 
charity — they don’t need size 
to make a statement” 

Family photographs betray 
a desire to make a more 
personal link with the recipi¬ 
ent, but humorous cards are a 
risk: “You can get into real 
trouble with a funny card. 


Boy, 12, forces biased 
BBC to walk the plank 

By Carol Midgley, media correspondent 


A BOY of 12 has forced the 
BBC to apologise for placing 
anti-Tory propaganda in a 
children's programme about 
pirates. Oliver Tickner was 
outraged when he watched the 
tea-time television show and 
heard the characters refer to 
an old people’s home being 
dosed fay a “Conservative 
council" and an . elderly 
woman being thrown out of. 
her wheelchair on to the floor ’ 
because of Tory cutbacks. 

Unfortunately for the BBC, 
Oliver's father is Michael 
Tickner, Conservative leader 
of Bromley Council, in south¬ 
east London. When his son 
told him about the offending 
scene and armed him with 
videotaped evidence, . Mr 
Tickner took the matter to the 
BBC's complaints unit 

Yesterday Fraser Steel, head 
of the unit, confirmed that the 
complaint had been upheld 
and would be published by die 
BBC's Board of Governors in 


its next complaints bulletin. 
He has written to Mr Tickner 
and Oliver informing than of 
die ruling. “We hold our 
hands up to this one. They 
have us bang to rights," Mr 
Steel said yesterday. 

“Political remarks like that 
are quite out of place in a 
children's programme, al¬ 
though we would explain that 
this is quite a surreal show 
abouf a group of rather dan¬ 
gerous pirate folk. Taken out 
of context; however. 1 can see 
that the scene would appear, 
quite outrageous." 

In another scene in the 
show. Pirates — which was 
made by an independent pro¬ 
duction company and features 
actors Liz Smith, Hayley El¬ 
liott and Paul Brown — a nun 
who is running the residential 
home remarks that, had she 
not taken vows against vio¬ 
lence, she would “cut their [the 
Tory councillors’] ears off*. 

In the letter to Mr Tickner, 


Mr Steel said die matter had 
been. taken up with Anna 
Home, the BBC’s head of 
children’s programming. "Pi¬ 
rates is a slapstick comedy 
aimed at eight and nine-year- 
olds who generally have b'tde 
political awareness. Even so. I 
would accept that die 
peijorative remarks made by 
the nun about die behaviour erf 
a fictional Conservative coun- 
' cil were out of place." 

Mr Tickner, who made die 
news last week when he called 
for homosexual couples and 
single parents to be banned 
from adopting children, said 
that he was proud of his son’s 
political awareness! “I am 
delighted with Oliver’s alert¬ 
ness to this issue. He was 
watching the programme with 
his sister Amy, who is nine, 
and she also thought it was 
terrible. Oliver does a bit of 
debating at school and he is 
politically aware, probably 
because of his dad.” 


unless you know the person is 
in on the joke. Anyone who 
sends a job lot of funny cards 
is going to be totally socially 
unskilled.” 

Professor Cooper studied 
cards in die Cancer Research 
Campaign’s catalogue, profil¬ 
ing the kind of person who 
would buy them. Robin's 
Surprise, a picture of the bird 
which opens to reveal a tree 
and presents, was a neutral 
card that might be sent to a 
cousin or work colleague: “It 
offends no one and could be 
sent by any age or class. It's 
also rather uninspiring." 

The Journey of the Magi 
would be sent by a conserva¬ 
tive religious type: “The rev¬ 
erent sentiment is dear, and it 
is not an Old Master. That 
suggests that religion is the 
key to the sender." 

Santa Square was a chil¬ 
dren's card, or for adults who 
wanted to look caring. “An 
adult sending this one, partic¬ 
ularly became it’s a charity 
card, is trying to tweak the 
kid in you. It shows generos¬ 
ity. excitement and care.” 

The largest card studied. 
Snow Scene, was an “Essex 
man" card, he said: “It has a 
lower-middle or working 
class, aspirafional feeL This 
rather twee scene is where the 
sender feds he ought to be 
Jiving at Christmas, and ifs a 
big card, which suggests a 
material statement" 



Snow Scene is sent by Essex man, the professor said: “Ifs a material statement” 
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Dead man 
was 13 
times over 
drink limit 


By Simon de Bruxelles 

A DAIRY worker was 15 times 
over the drink-drive limit 
when he died. HarpaJ 
Furhuraire. 35, had drunk 
more than iwice the normally 
fatal quantity of alcohol when 
he collapsed while waiting for 
a lift home after being sacked, 
an inquest was told yesterday. 

Mr Furhuraire. of Quedge- 
ley, Gloucestershire, had been 
dismissed for being drunk at 
work. A blood test revealed 
1,012 mg of alcohol per 100 ml 
of blood. The legal limit for 
driving is SO mg. 

At the inquest in Tewkes¬ 
bury. Lester Maddrell. the 
Coroner, recorded a verdict of 
death by misadventure. Mr 
Furhuraire’S wife, Angela, 
said that he had had an 
alcohol problem for two or 
three years and had been 
drinking neat vodka. 

On the Saturday before his 
death he had been sent home 
from work at Dairy Crest be¬ 
cause he was drunk, she said. 
He went back to work the next 
Monday but she was phoned 
by a workmate that evening 
and told to collect him. 

She said: “I walked down 
the high street and saw him 
lying in the road. I tried to 
comfort him and speak to him 
but there was no response.” 

Andrew McNeill, of the 
Institute for Alcohol Studies, 
an educational charily, said 
later: “If this level of alcohol is 
not a record, then it must be 
dose to iL I am surprised he 
was physically able to drink so 
much without vomiting.” 


With up to 40% off, 

our best-sellers have 
just got better. 
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Firms to stop testing 
cosmetics on animals 


By Michael Hornsby 

AGRICULTURE 

CORRESPONDENT 

THE immediate ban on test¬ 
ing cosmetic products on ani¬ 
mals. announced by the 
Government yesterday, will 
result in about 250 fewer 
rabbits, guinea-pigs and rats 
being used for research each 
year. 

The change will make hard¬ 
ly . any impact on the total 
number of animals used in 
medical and safety research, 
which last year amounted to 
2.7 million. according to 
Home Office figures. 

A total of 2.800 animals 
were used in tests related to 
cosmetics; of these 22550 were 
involved in experiments to test 
the individual ingredients that 
went into a product — which 
will continue — compared 
with the 250 used in tests on 
finished products. 

Lord Williams of Mostyn. a 
Junior Home Office Minister, 
said yesterday that the three 
research companies still con¬ 
ducting such experiments had 
agreed voluntarily to relin¬ 
quish their Licences, the long¬ 


Mice. rats, rabbits and guinea-pigs make up 87 per cent of 
animals used in scientific experiments: 

■ Mice; 1,501.956 used, most in fundamental biological 
research, medical, dental and veterinary research; 
296.000 to test toxicity of pharmaceuticals and food. Used 
in experiments that have virtually proved the new strain of 
Crentzfeldt-Jakob disease is identical to BSE. 

■ Rats: 688.845 used, mainly for same kind of research as 
mice. Some 250.000 used in safety and toxicity tests. 

■ Guinea-pigs: 103.725 used, predominantly for applied 
human medical and denial research. 

■ Rabbits: 53,631 used. Mainly for applied studies in 
medicine and dentistry. 33,000 in toxicity tests. 

■ Dogs: 5.860 used. 

Source: Statistics of Scientific Procedures on Living 
Animals in Great Britain 1996 (Home Office) 


est of which would have run 
until 2002. He added that it 
would not be possible to stop 
the animal-testing of cosmetic 
ingredients immediately 
because many of the sub¬ 
stances were also used in 
pharmaceutical products and 
no acceptable alternative tests 
were available. 

Lord Williams said that he 
had no problem in justifying 
animal experiments where 
there was a clear medical 


need. “Do you want a cure for 
Alzheimer’s, for cancer, for 
Aids? If you do, you are likely 
to have testing of animals.” 

Andrew Tyler, director of 
Animal Aid, a charity opposed 
to all animal experiments, 
said: “This is a cosmetic 
derision in every sense of the 
term and falls well short of the 
commitments given by Lab¬ 
our before the election." 

The National Anti-Vivisec¬ 
tion Society welcomed “a 


small step towards reducing 
animal suffering”, but said 
many people had voted for 
Labour believing that it 
planned to do something 
about all animal testing. 

In an electioneering docu¬ 
ment, New Life for Animals. 
signed by Tony Blair, Labour 
said it was “totally committed 
to stopping cosmetic testing on 
animals” and noted that the 
“beauty industry already has 
a huge range of perfectly safe 
ingredients”. The document 
said the party also supported 
setting up a Royal Commis¬ 
sion to review testing. 

The British Union for the 
Abolition of Vivisection said 
the announcement was “a 
victory for hundreds of ani¬ 
mals”. Roger Gale, Tory chair¬ 
man of the all-party Animal 
Welfare Group, said: "These 
are significant steps forward." 

Anita Roddick, founder of 
The Body Shop, which does 
not sell products tested on 
animals, said: “This is a 
major victory for The Body 
Shop, all animal welfare 
groups and foe millions of 
people who have signed peti¬ 
tions to get a ban.” 



Section of a painting by Pollock, below, whose work is said to illustrate chaos theory 

Science extols Pollock’s chaotic art 


ByAjsoanaAhuia 

A DRIP painting by Jack- 
son Pollock may look like 
random flecks, but the artist 
appears to have been 
blessed with a deep under¬ 
standing of nature. 

An Australian physicist 
says that Pollock's works arc 
notable examples of chaos 
theoiy. Richard Taylor, of 


the University of New South 
Wales in Sydney, allowed a 
leaking tin of paint to swing 
across a canvas on foe floor. 
Disorder was introduced by 
randomly knocking foe pen¬ 
dulum. As Dr Taylor reveals 
in Physics World, the most 
chaotic drip patterns held 
the greatest artistic appeal. 
He also found that some of 
PoDnek’s paintings have 


fractal qualities, possessing 
similar patterns at different 
magnifications. 

Dr Taylor concludes that 
Pollock, who died in a 
drunken car crash in 1956. 
may have “sidxnnstiousiy 
. understood the patterns of 
nature so well that he was 
able to capture their very 
essence — chaos and fractals 
— on canvas”. 


We are the proud 
recipients of 
The UK Quality 
Award for 
Business Excellence. 
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(Well, occasionally you have to blow your own trumpet). 


At BT, we constantly strive to provide products 
and solutions of the highest quality to all our 
business customers. And that’s why we’re so proud 
to have won the UK Quality Award for Business 
Excellence. We are delighted to have not only met 
the very high standards required for entry but are 


the first telecoms company to have won. 

We really have Changed The Way We Work for 
the benefit of all our customers, and to find out 
how we can help you deliver the same quality to 
yours, Freefone 0800 800 800 and speak to one of 
our award winners. 


Road-rage led 
to HIV infection 

By Ian Murray, medical correspondent 


A VIOLENT argument be¬ 
tween two car drivers after an 
accident led to one of than 
becoming infected with HIV. 
according to a report in The 
Lancet today. 

After the collision foe two 
men confronted each other. 
One driver was wearing 
metal-framed spectacles, 
which he pushed on to his 
forehead. 

Suddenly the driver of foe 
other car head-butted him sa 
hard that an imprint of foe 
spectacles was left on both 
their foreheads and they 
began to bleed copiously. Dur¬ 
ing the short moment that 
their blood mingled, foe infec¬ 
tion passed from one to the 
other. 

The assailant was discov¬ 
ered to be someone with a long 
history of intravenous drug 
use: In May 1990, he had 
reported syringe exchange 


and sexual intercourse with a 
woman who was HIV positive. 
Blood tests showed that not 
only did he have HIV. but he 
was infected with both hepati¬ 
tis B and C. 

Three days after the fight 
the victim of foe assault tested 
negative for HIV but a fort¬ 
night later he developed symp¬ 
toms consistent with primary 
infection of the illness. Three 
months later he also had acute 
hepatitis B and tested positive 
for HIV. A sample of his HIV 
was then DNA tested, which 
confirmed that he was infect¬ 
ed with a virus identical to his 
attacker's. 

The incident, reported by 
researchers from foe San 
Raffaele Scientific Institute in 
Milan, occurred at Bolzano in 
northern Italy. The research¬ 
ers do not say who was 
responsible for foe original 
accident 
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Bank of Ireland 

Bank of Ireland announces that 
with effect from dose of business 
on 7 November 1997 
its Base Rate will in crease, from 

7 - 00 % 7 - 25 % 




iSHSr 


Bank of Ireland 

Incnponiled in Ireland with limited liability 


BASE RATE 


With effect from 
6 November 1997 
The Royal Bank of Scotland 
Base Rate has 
been, increased 
" from 7.00% to 
7.25% per annum. 

iHd The Royal Bank 
9UC of Scotland 

Tbe Royal Bank af Scotland pic. 

Rcffsitrnl Office: 36 St. Andrew Square, Edinburgh EH2 ZYB. 
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inquiry 


FkoM Ben Macintyre in parts 


ANj EXCESSIVE. amount of 
drap, energy; and money is 
1 spent cm the investiga- 
,„W into the. death ,of Diana, 
;'i-\ Princess of! Wales. French 
‘‘•2* poice and lawyers have 
' cothplained. • , 

Investigating judges Hervfe 
Stephan and Marie<3iristine 
DcTidal, who are working on 
thettheory that the Mercedes 
carding the-Princess might 
havt struck another car before 
sh, this week ordered 
to start interviewing 
owners of Rat Uno 
one of die largest and 
complex operations 
ited by French police. 

,; s is a real scandal ” 
_ le Collard. a Paris law¬ 
yer specialismg in traffic 
- u "' i said. "In terms of equal 
...it for ad. iffc morally 
ictidally unacceptable. 

' accident, in itself, is 
ingly banal," insisted 
Collard, who is also 
•resident of a foundation 


and 


dist 


lobbying for increased road 
safetyThousands died every 
year in traffic accidents in 
France, she added, yet 60 per 
cent were never investigated 

Henri Paul, die chauffeur 
who also died in the crash 
along with Dodi Fayed, the 
Princess's companion, was 
three times over the legal 
drink-driving limit Mine Col¬ 
lard said that alcohol was 
involved in 70 per cent of all 
fatal car accidents in France. 
"If Diana, the media’s Queen 
of Hearts, mother of the future 
king, had not died in the 
accident, the case would have 
been closed long ago," she told 
France-Soir newspaper. 

Police unions have also 
complained at the scale of the 
investigation. "It is unaccept¬ 
able that any citizen should 
receive preferential treatment 
under die law. even if they axe 
a princess," Jean-Louis Arajol, 
secretary general of the SGP- 
CUP police union, said. The 


nkt 


Easy test gives 
early warning 
i>f heart failure 


Ui 



By Ian Murray, medical correspondent 


used oi 


A SAMPLE, inexpensive blood 

! has been developed that 
giyts early warning of heart 
Ijjijire in patients with minor 
. -fynptoms such as shortness 


of 


cai 


reath and tiredness. 

,t its onset, heart failure 
be hard to distinguish, 
fhm common illnesses such 
asj lung disease. Hie test, 
described in 77ie Lancet today, 
istjlates hormones released % 
du heart when if fails.-The 
hormones, known as natri- 
uctic peptides, cause the .kid¬ 
ney to Biter out salt, and blood 
vessels to dilate. They help to 
rtduce fluid retention that 
recurs during heart failure. 

Researchers af the National 
heart mid Lung Institute at 
Hillingdon Hospital in Lan- 
cbn carried out the usual 
examinations on 122 patients 
who had had heart failure 
(fognosed by their GPs. They 
.&nd that only 35 were suffer- 
rife from the illness. Blood 
tsts on the 35 showed that 


they had an unusually high 
concentration of the peptide. 

Martin Cowie, who led the 
research team, said: "If fur¬ 
ther research lades our 
findings, we think testing for 
these peptide levels could be¬ 
come a simple and vital tool in 
diagnosing heart failure. GPs 
could send blood samples for 
testing, rather than sending 
patients to hospital for time- 
consuming and expensive 
tests." 

Heart failure arises when 
the heart is damaged and is 
unable to pump blood effi¬ 
ciently. To. ensure a correct 
diagnosis, it is often necessary 
to arrange X-rays and echo¬ 
cardiograms, which cannot 
be done in GPs' surgeries. 

Brian Pentecost, medical di¬ 
rector -of tiie British Heart 
. Foundation, said that the 
difficulty of diagnosis slowed 
treatment The new test 
opened the door to quicker 
and more reliable diagnosis. 


informative: 


First Direct Base Rate 



With effect from 6 November 
1997, First Direct Base Rate, 
has been increased by 0.25% 
from 7.00% p.a. to 7.25% p.a. 


HomeOwner Reserve 


With effect from 6 November 
1997, the HomeOwner 
Reserve interest rate has 
been increased by 0.25% to 
13.50% p a. (APR 14,1%) 


RstBrectoadMatetfi of Mkiand Bankptc Member HSBC Group . 


Girobank 




Girobank announces that 
with affect from 
close of business 
on 6th November1997 
its base rate was 
increased from 7% to 
7.25% per annum 


. i_ ReoisTeffid In Engtond No. 1950000. 
Girobank London W1Y 4EQ. 
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elite Criminal Brigade has 
deployed four teams of six 
police inspectors — more than 
a quarter of its entire staff—in 
the hum for the Flat Uno, 
which could eventually in¬ 
volve more than 100^00 inter¬ 
views. Dozens more officers 
are working on other aspects 
of the investigation, which is 
unlikely to be completed be¬ 
fore late next year. 

The cost of scientific tests on 
the wrecked Mercedes has 
already reached Fr 2 million 
(£200.000), according to Le 
Figaro, which described the 
investigation as a "judicial 
monster" and “one of the 
biggest and most expensive 
police inquiries of the decade", 

"This police mobilisation 
verges on the indecent," Ge¬ 
rard Boyer of the Alliance 
police union said. "When you 
compare the resources being 
poured into this affair with 
those usually deployed against 
criminals, the whole tiling 



A stamp issued yesterday by Bosnia in honour of Diana, Princess of Wales, and her work for landmine victims. 
The 100,000 copies were printed in Berlin and have a face value in marks, the country's de facto currency 


makes your head spin." Even 
some- members of the Crimi¬ 
nal Brigade, more used to 
hunting major law-breakers, 
have objected to the time 
wasted on an accident that 
does not really lie within their 
field of expertise. 

No budget has been set 
and, given the huge interna¬ 
tional interest in the accident, 
the magistrates in charge are 


determined to show that the 
French justice system is leav¬ 
ing no stone unturned. 

Some French lawyers say 
that a simple, if tragic, case of 
drunk driving is being turned 
into an international public 
relations exercise or. as one 
newspaper headline observed: 
"A Grand Spectade”. “What is 
the point of all these investiga¬ 
tions, when any chance of 


prosecution ended with the 
death of the drunk chauffeur, 
who was driving too fast?" 
Mme Collard demanded. 

Within hours of the crash 
several photographers and a 
motorcycle driver who had 
pursued the Princess were 
placed under formal legal 
investigation on possible man¬ 
slaughter charges. Lawyers 
for the photographers argue 


that they are victims of the 
investigators' determination, 
under diplomatic and media 
pressure to prove they are 
exploring every avenue. 

□ A children's centre in mem¬ 
ory of the Princess is to be 
opened in Paris by the city’s 
mayor. No site has bren 
selected, but diplomatic 
sources said there were moves 
to locate it in a park. 


DNA test 
unravels 
mummy’s 
infection 


By Un Murray 


A NOBLEMAN who died 
more than 3.000 years ago 
was suffering from tubercu¬ 
losis, the first diagnosis by 
DNA of a disease in an 
Egyptian mammy has 

revealed. 

The earliest proven trace of 
the disease before this was in 
a Peruvian mommy dating 
from between AD 1000 and 
1300. 

Until now the problems 
posed by contamination of 
ancient tissue have made 
accurate examination 
difficult 

However, DNA tests on the 
mummy — found in die 
tombs of tbe nobles at 
Thebes-West in Upper Egypt 
by the German Institute of 
Archaeology in Cairo — re¬ 
vealed that tuberculosis was 
present in the left lung. 

Researchers from tbe Lud- 
wig-MaxinnUians University 
in Munich said: "A carefully 
controlled analysis of ancient 
Egyptian mummies may pro¬ 
vide insights into infectious 
diseases of ancient individ¬ 
uals and populations." 
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PROFESSIONAL 233M 
PRICE BUSTER SYSTEM 

• Intel 233MHz Pentium* II Processor 

• Midi Tower Case 

• 32MB SD RAM 

• 5.2GB UDMA IDE HDD 

• 15* SVGA Colour Monitor 

• 4MB 3D Graphics Card 

• 24 speed Max CD ROM Drive 

• 56.6bps Voice Fax/Modem 

• Wavetable 32 Integrated 
Sound. 

• Canon BJC 250 Colour Printer 

• Joystick 

• Over £300 of Microsoft 
Software 




HOME MEDIA OPTION 


"PROFESSIONAL 233M PRICE BUSTER SYSTEM 

Pay nothing until October 1998 - not even a deposit Specification as above plus a 
Stack of home entertainment software (Bodyworks • Kitchen Gourmet • Design IT? 3D 
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‘Fudged’ 
report puts 
sleaze back 
on agenda 

By Andrew Pierce, political correspondent 


SIMON WALKER 



Neil Hamilton and his MP, Martin Bell, the former opponent who has agreed to help him to clear.his name 


MPs found no absolute proof 
of cash payments being made 

Committee report stops short of 
backing Downey over A1 Fayed’s 
allegation; reports Andrew Pierce 


Loose ends are 
sign of a few 

shortcomings 


PARLIAMENTS new system 
for policing sleaze was under 
artack last night after its 
Commons watchdog commit¬ 
tee fudged its verdict on the 
central question of the Neil 
Hamilton affair. 

It failed to decide whether 
he was guilty of taking cash 
for questions from the 
Harrods chairman Mohamed 
Al Fayed, finding instead that 
he was culpable of a series of 
breaches of parliamentary 
rules. Lord Nolan, the archi¬ 
tect of the self-regulatory 
rules, led the calls for a 
revamp of the disciplinary 
regime and MPs of all parties 
voiced concern. 

Tie Commons Standards 
and Privileges Committee 
unanimously concluded in its 
long-awaited report that Mr 
Hamilton was guilty of con¬ 
duct which fell seriously below 
the standard required of MPs. 
It censured Mr Hamilton over 
his failure to disclose pay¬ 
ments from lobbyists, his free 
holiday at Mr Ai Fayed's Paris 
Ritz hotel, and for “deliberate¬ 
ly^misleading' Michael Hesel- 
tine to keep his ministerial job. 
“Had Mr Hamilton still been 
an MP we would have recom¬ 
mended a substantial period 
of suspension from the service 
of the House." the committee 
wrote in its report 

Sir Gordon Downey, the 
Parliamentary Commissioner, 
had concluded that there was 
“compelling evidence" that 
Mr Hamilton took up to 
£25,000 sniffed in envelopes 
from Mr Al Fayed. The com¬ 
mittee found that “there can be 
no absolute proof that such 
payments were, or were not 
made”. 

Sir Gordon, in a rare public 
statement could not conceal 
his discontent with the way the 
inquiry had operated. "There 
are lessons to be learned. One 
of them is that my responsibil¬ 
ities and those of the commit¬ 
tee should be much more 
clearly defined before we em¬ 
bark on any comparable in¬ 
vestigation." he said. 

Two senior Tory members 


of the committee. Ann 
Widdecombe and Quentin 
Davies, publicly disassociated 
themselves from the report 
because of its failure to reach a 
conclusion on the central 
allegation.They were also 
unfuriated that they were de¬ 
nied the chance, to cross- 
examine witnesses such as Mr 
Al Fayed. There was specula¬ 
tion that if they had done so 
Sir Gordon might have re¬ 
signed because it would have 
amounted to a reopening of 
his own investigation. 

Lord Nolan, the outgoing 
chairman of the Committee on 
Standards in Public Life, 
which set up the sdf-regula- 
tory system, suggested the 
MPs had given Sir Gordon 
more responsibility than his 
own committee had originally 
envisaged. He said the com¬ 
mittee might wish to re-exam¬ 
ine the procedure used. 

Mr Davies, who voted 
against the report, said "The 
whole report was a complete 
and discreditable shambles." 

Miss Widdecombe said: 
“Neil Hamilton has not been 
found guilty or innocent of 
taking cash for questions. He 
has been denied a right or 
appeal. He has been denied 
natural justice. What a farce." 

Mr Hamilton, who has 
always denied the claims he 
took cash for questions, told a 
news conference the commit¬ 
tee's report was a "washing of 
hands exercise". He accepted 
that he had been found guilty 
of "errors of interpretation" 
over the rules of declaration of 
payments. But the charge of 
cash for questions, which 
amounted to corruption, had 
not been found. “It is the 
difference between murder 
and a parking offence." 

Mr Al Fayed's spokesman 
said last night night that the 
Harrods chairman did net 
regret accusing Mr Hamilton. 
“Rather, he takes satisfaction 
in the fact that his conduct 
contributed to the cleaning-up 
of public life in this country by 
means of the Nolan Commit¬ 
tee." he said. 


SIR GORDON Downey's 
900-page report left no doubt 
that Neil Hamilton had ac¬ 
cepted thousands of pounds in 
brown envelopes from 
Mohamed Al Fayed, the chair¬ 
man of Harrods. 

But the Commons commit¬ 
tee. while concluding that Mr 
Hamilton's conduct fell well 
below the standard expected of 
MPs. failed to reach agree¬ 
ment on whether he had 
accepted cash for questions. 

Mr Hamilton is censured in 
the MRs' report for accepting 
free holidays, undeclared com¬ 
mission payments from lobby¬ 
ists. and misleading Michael 
Heseltine. But on the issue 
which haunted John Major’s 
Government for three years 
they were hopelessly divided. 

Two senior Tory members, 
Ann Widdecombe and Quen¬ 
tin Davies, publicly disowned 
the report because of the 
refusal to cross-examine Mr 
Al Fayed and reach a conclu¬ 
sion on the cash-for-questions 
allegation. 

Sir Gordon, the Parliamen¬ 
tary Commissioner, was em¬ 
phatic in his report which was 


published in July. The evi¬ 
dence that Mr Hamilton re¬ 
ceived cash payments directly 
from Mr Al Fayed in return 
for lobbying services is com¬ 
pelling: and so 1 conclude." 

He rejected Mr Hamilton’s 
protestations of innocence in 
favour of the word of two 
“reliable witnesses" — two 
secretaries for Mr Al Fayed 
who told the inquiry they 
regularly took messages from 
Mr and Mrs Hamilton when 
"the payments were late". 

The decisive blow in Mr 
Hamilton's case in the eyes of 
Sir Gordon was the admission 
by Tim Smith, then MP for 
Beaconsfield, that he had ac¬ 
cepted between £18.000 to 
£25.000 from Mr Al Fayed. "In 
both the timing and the meth¬ 
od of payment Mr Smith's 
case provides strong support 
for Mr Al Fayed's allegations 


against Mr Hamilton," Sir 
Gordon wrote. 

"Further. I have not re¬ 
ceived any convincing expla¬ 
nation as to why Mr Al Fayed 
should make truthful allega¬ 
tions of cadi payments to Mr 
Smith — but similar untruth¬ 
ful allegations in relation to 
Mr Hamilton.” 

The MPs found the pay¬ 
ments to Mr Hamilton the 
most difficult issue of all: 
“There can be no absolute 
proof that such payments 
were, or were not made. 
There is no oral evidence 
independent of Mr Al Fayed 
and those who were working 
with him at the time." 

The first draft of the report 
added: “We have no reason to 
question his [Sir Gordon’s] 
findings and .we therefore 
endorse them." But the word¬ 
ing was watered down to: 


“The committee did not 
arrive at a practicable way of 
reaching a judgment which 
adds or subtracts from the 
Commissioner's findings." 

The committee agreed with 
Sir Gordon that Mr Hamilton 
had “deliberately misled" Mr 
Heseltine, then President of 
the Board of Trade, over links 
with lobbyists. 

The committee backed Sir 
Gordon's criticism of Mr and 
Mrs Hamilton’s stay at the 
Paris Ritz hotel.. which is 
owned by Mr Al Fayed, where 
they ran up a £2500 bill. Mr 
Hamilton, who foiled to de¬ 
clare it, denied it was a reward 
for lobbying. 

The committee added: "Cu¬ 
mulatively this list of omis¬ 
sions adds up to a casualness 
bordering on indifference or 
contempt towards the rules of 
the House on disclosure of 
interests. Mr Hamilton's con¬ 
duct fell seriously below the 
standards which the House is 
entitled to expect of its Mft. 
Had Mr Hamilton still been 
an MP we would have recom¬ 
mended a substantial period • 
of suspension.” 


NEIL HAMILTON has not 
been cleared- The report 
-from die Standards and 
Privileges Committee is un¬ 
satisfactory in many ways, 
and leaves far too many 
loose ends, as seems inevita¬ 
ble in anything to do with 
Mohammed Al fayed. But 
Mr Hamilton cannot daim 
to be vindicated - 

The committee discusses a 
series of charges about Mr 
Hamilton's failure to dedare 
and register interests and his 
acceptance of commission 
payments. It concludes that 
“cumulatively this list of 
omissions adds up to a 
casualness bordering on in¬ 
difference or contempt to¬ 
wards foe rules of the House 
on disclosure of interests". 
Consequently, “Mr Hamil¬ 
ton’s conduct fell seriously 
and persistently below the 
standards which the House 
is entitled to expect of its 
•members. Had Mr Hamil¬ 
ton still been a member we 
would have recommended a 
substantial period of suspen¬ 
sion." For Mr Hamilton to 
dismiss these findings as 
bring like a parking ticket is 
ludicrous and reinforces the 
committee's criticisms. 

However, the committee 
failed to find a satisfactory 
way of judging the damning 
conclusions on the central 
cash-for-questions allega¬ 
tions readied by Sir Gordon 
Downey, the Parliamentary 
Commissioner for Stan¬ 
dards. There is a direct dash 
between Mr Hamilton and 
Mr Al Fayed. As Sir Gordon 
said yestnday: “1 had grave 
doubts about the opportuni¬ 
ty given to Mr Hamilton 
alone to restate his. case, 
unquestioned on television, 
and to accuse other witness¬ 
es of lying under the doak of 
parliamentary privilege. It 
seemed to me that this could 
disadvantage the complain¬ 
ants and leave those witness¬ 
es unfairly exposed, without 
the right to reply." 

The fault lies not with Sir 
Gordon, who did his job 
thoroughly and properly, 
but with the committee and 


Privileges Committee' had 
not followed the procedures 
which his committee had 

_•- .,'1 • 'IW 


recommended in May 1995. , 
“They’ve devolved more re- . 
sponsibility on Sir Gordon 
for the purposes of the Neil 
Hamitlon case than we had 
envisaged.” The balance is 
wrongbetween Sir Gordon’s 
function in setting out the 
charges and fiacis and that of 
the committee. There are no 
dear appeal procedures, 
leaving Mr Hamilton feeling 
aggrieved. 

One response is to argue 
that self-regulation does not 
work and should be replaced 
by some form of judicial 
inquiry or criminal law. 
Proposals to clarify the law 
on bribery and corruption 
affecting MPs and a new 
offence of misuse of public 
office are already being con¬ 
sidered. But these would not 
cover the essentially disci¬ 
plinary issues of disclosure 


RIDDELL 


QNPouncs 


of interests and even the 
cash-for-questions charges. 

The criminal and the disci¬ 
plinary should be split. The 
latter should remain with 
Parliament but with quasi¬ 
judicial procedures. The Par¬ 
liamentary Commissioner 
should carry out prelimi¬ 
nary investigations. Any 
subsequent hearings should 
be chaired by a prominent 
legally qualified figure, with 
lawyers representing the 
main parties. MPs would act 
as a jury, and then later 
recommend a sentence to be 
derided by the foil House. 
That would create a proper 
appellate procedure from the 
Commissioner's findings. 

In the interim, the busi¬ 
ness managers of the main 
parties need to consider 
whether the current commit¬ 
tee is functioning properly, 
or whether its composition 
needs to be changed. In his 
catechism of question and 
answer issued yesterday. Sir 
Gordon asked, “does this 
draw a line under the sleaze 


Christine. Hamilton. 

Peter Riddell 


allegations?" and replied: “l 
the post-Nolan structure. As ’ sincerely hope so." I would 
Lord Nolan pointed out yes- not bet on it. We have not 
terday. the Standards and heard the last of Neil, or 
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To help yon reap the 
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abour hits back 
after ‘offensive’ 
ittack on Jowell 

Lir aides deny any link between 
inister’s husband and tobacco 
vision, reports Nicholas Watt 


POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT 13 


DO' IING STREET rallied 
to tl 3efen.ee of Tessa Jowell 
yen ay after the Tories 
clairp that there was a “hint 
of iiffopriety" in her decision 
to c lpt Formula One motor 
rad] from a ban on tobacco 

advt sing. . 

M Joweli'S husband, 
Dav Mills, was until recent¬ 
ly a m-executive director of 
the rrrrala One company 
Ben m Formula. But Tony 
Blai senior spokesman said 
that e Health Minister had 
gani great lengths to ensure 
that b- family’s links with 
mot racing did not conflict 
witf ier role in reviewing 
toba> advertising. 

11 Government caused 
surf e at Westminster when 
the unption was disclosed 
on 1 sday. Tony Blair sanc¬ 
tion! the decision after lead¬ 
ers i he sport told him last 
mor that it tobacco sponsor¬ 
ship ere banned grand prix 
race rould be moved out of 
the ] opean Union. 

Yt :rday the Downing 
Stre spokesman said: “It is 
offa/e to say that simply 
beca; her husband was a 
direr it means that she 
incase of exposing her 


judgment as a minister prop¬ 
erly. You can find connections 
for all sorts of things. You can 
get ridiculous about this.". 

The spokesman was re¬ 
sponding to attempts by Tory 
MPs to discredit Ms Jowell. 
John Maples, the Shadow 
Health Secretary, said: “At 
best it is foolish and at worst it 
is obviously much worse to let 
anyone think there isn't a hint 
of impropriety." 

Mr Maples wrote to Sir 
Robin Butler, the Cabinet 
Secretary, to demand an in¬ 
vestigation. He said in the 
letter: “It appears to the public 
that a Government which is 
preaching the highest stan¬ 
dards in public life is appar¬ 
ently practising a different 
standards in taking policy 
decisions.” 

Downing Street pointed out 
that Ms Jowell, who described 
the Tory attacks as “deeply 
offensive", took action weeks 
after the election to ensure that 
there would be no conflict of 
interest between her ministeri¬ 
al duties and her husband's 
work. Mr Mills, S3, a senior 
partner with the city law firm 
Withers, resigned from the 
board of Benetton Formula 



Mills: accused Tories 
of making mischief 

One on 20 May, although he 
remained as a legal adviser to 
Benetton. 

At the same time Ms Jowell 
alerted her department's Per¬ 
manent Secretary. Sir Gra¬ 
ham Hart, to her husband's 
work. Sir Graham ruled that 
she could continue with her 
work in overseeing the Gov¬ 
ernment's review of tobacco 
advertising. 

The minister also wrote to 
Sir Robin in June, seeking his 
advice over whether her hus¬ 
band's work presented a con¬ 
flict of interest Her letter to 
Sir Robin was disclosed yes¬ 
terday by Lord Nolan, the 
outgoing chairman of the 
Committee on Standards in 
Public Life, to whom Ms 
Jowell had sent a copy. Initial¬ 
ly Lord Nolan told MPs on the 
Public Administration Com- 


loD considers selling 
fence research agency 


r Michael Evans . 

DE SICE CORRESPONDENT 

THI ovemment is consider¬ 
ing i emtion to sell the 
Min y of Defence’s research 
and evelopmenr establish- 
men which have an annual 
rum a- of £1 billion and em¬ 
ploy ,000 people. 

A^aart- of the t strategic 
defee review, George Rob- 
ertsc the Defence Secretary, 
has fed for a full report on 
whepr it would be cost- 
effece to privatise the lab- 
oraues and research centres 
whitj provide technology 
breafiroughs for the Armed 

Tttentres —which include 
the jyal Aircraft Establish¬ 
ment at Famborough in 
Harshire and the Chemical 


Biological Defence Establish¬ 
ment atiPbrion Down in 
Wiltshire — were combined 
into the single Defence Evalu¬ 
ation Research Agency (Dera) 
in 1995, under the previous 
Government. 

Mr Robertson has asked tjie 
Dera management to come up 
with ideas that could save 
money : but also help die 
agency to generate more spin¬ 
off technology to benefit non- 
military industry. According 
to defence sources, Mr Robert¬ 
son has suggested three op¬ 
tions: to maintain the status, 
qua to link die laboratories 
with universities and create 
special science parks, or to go 
for some form of privatisation. 

At present the MoD pro¬ 
vides Dera with business 
worth about £900 million a 


year. Dera generates another 
El 00 milli on a year from pri¬ 
vate-sector customers. 

Dera, based at Fam¬ 
borough. is the largest of more 
than 40 MoD agencies and 
one of the most successful. 
With the Aimed Forces de¬ 
pending increasingly an ad¬ 
vanced weapon systems. It has 
achieved a number of impor¬ 
tant breakthroughs including 
the development of new com¬ 
posite materials. 

Mr Robertson is also exam¬ 
ining if other MoD agencies 
can be privatised. Food for the 
Armed Services is already 
provided by the private sector. 
“Why shouldn't we buy boots, 
for example, from the private 
sector instead of from our 
• military set-up?" one defence 
source said. 
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Customers, Charities and Societies with 
effect from 6th November 1997. 
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5.000 

4.000 

4.875 

3,900 

4.500 

3-600 

4.250 

3-400 

3.000 

2.400 

2.500 

2.000 

2.000 

. 1.600 

1.750 

1.400 

0.500 

0.400 
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Hague failing 
Opposition 
test, says Howe 

By Andrew Pierce, political correspondent 


Tessa Jowell: upset by Tory cl aims that her husband's work creates a conflict of interest 


mi nee that he could nor recall 
having recieved a copy of the 
letter, but later confirmed that 
he had. 

Outside the committee the 
Conservatives maintained 
their attack on the Govern¬ 
ment Mr Maples said that 
Frank Dobson, the Health 
Secretary, had made an error 


of judgmenr in allowing Ms 
Jowell id continue with the 
Government's review of tobae- 
af advertising. 

“Mr Dobson should have 
realised'there was a potential 
conflict of interest" Mr Ma¬ 
ples said. “But perhaps it is 
typical of him that when an 
unpopular derision has to be 


made her gets a junior minis¬ 
ter to do if 

His remarks drew a wither¬ 
ing response from Ms Jowell’s 
husband. Mr Mills said: “It is 
mischievous to make allega¬ 
tions of this kind. I have not 
just done this by the book. I 
have set standards by which 
the book should be written." 


THE former Tory Cabinet 
minister Geoffrey Howe ac¬ 
cused William Hague yester¬ 
day of heading for failure in a 
critical test as Leader of the 
Opposition. 

Lord Howe of Aberavon 
scorned the Shadow Cabinet's 
decision to rule out member¬ 
ship of a European single 
current for the lifetime of this 
Parliament and the next He 
said Mr Hague had adopted 
an extremist position, aban¬ 
doning the party's European 
policy of the past SO years. 

“Refusing membership for 
ten years is a purpose-free 
piece of ideological posturing, 
which can satisfy neither ad¬ 
vocates nor opponents of eco¬ 
nomic and monetary union — 
nor even the agnostics," Lord 
Howe said. “It is not in 
Britain's national interest. 
Nor is it in the interests of the 
Conservative Party." 

He launched his attack, the 
strongesT on the new leader¬ 
ship from a senior Tory so far. 
at a conference of Conserva¬ 
tive Mainstream, an umbrella 
organisation for left-of-centre 
groups in the party. The 
conference was also addressed 
by the former Chancellor 
Kenneth Clarke, who warned 
the leadership not to swing to 
the right on economic policy. 

Lord Howe, who was Shad¬ 
ow Chancellor when the To¬ 
ries were last in Opposition, 
said it was vital that ejected 
parties rebuilt credibility. 
"Deriding things definitively 


— ruling this in or that out as 
absolutes — are not the reflex¬ 
es of a successful Opposition. 
Europe now presents a crucial 
litmus test of the Conserva¬ 
tives' capacity to act as a 
serious alternative party of 
government. And so far, un¬ 
happily. it looks like a test That 
we are determined to fail." 

He objected to the attempt 
by some Tory MPs to depict 
colleagues who supported 
cross-party cooperation on 
Europe as relics who were out 
of touch. “There is nothing 
new in the notion of common- 
sense cross-party partnership 
in support of Britain's Euro¬ 
pean future. Just such a part¬ 
nership came into existence 
when Winston Churchill 
founded the European Move¬ 
ment half a century ago." 

Those who seemed deter¬ 
mined to lead the party into 
isolation would have to justify 
the political wisdom of their 
course. “The burden of aban¬ 
doning the party's position 
over the last half century must 
rest upon rheir shoulders.” 

Mr Clarke, in his speech, 
resisted the temptation to ag¬ 
gravate Tory differences over 
Europe, concentrating on do¬ 
mestic economic polity. But he 
referred to criticism in The 
Times yesterday from Nor¬ 
man Lamont, saying he did 
not recall Idling his former 
Cabinet colleage that he 
looked forward to the day 
when the Commons became a 
county council. 
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the exploitation of 
Third World families? 
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Cut it out 


We believe that most British 
people would be horrified at the 
hardship behind many of the goods 
they buy. Wages of less than £3 a day 
are common. 

So we welcome the steps that 
supermarkets have taken to sign up 
to ethical codes of conduct. 

Roistered charity no 258003 


But now it’s time for supermarkets 
to turn principles agreed on paper 
into practice, with tangible benefits 
for Third World families. 

Shoppers need to know that the 
products they buy meet basic 
minimum standards for all workers, 
wherever they are. 


We’re collecting coupons to let 
supermarket directors know how 
strongly their customers feel. 

So make your mark. Send the 
coupon; Or call us on 0345 000 300. 


ChristianWAid 

We believe in life before death 

www.onevv9rki.org/chrisliBn_aid 
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We renewed the water 
main while still keeping 
the traffic flowing. 
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A flow of good ideas. 
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The A3 is one of 


the busiest trunk 


roads in and out 


of London. 


Hundreds of cars and 


trucks use it every hour 
between the capital and 


the South Coast. 


Recently, we found that one of 


the water mains under the dual 


carriageway badly needed renewing. 
Digging up the road would have been out 

.i.- • ; -. 

of the question. It would have meant miles 
of tailbacks and angry drivers. And turning 
off the water on both sides of the road would 


have interrupted the supply to thousands of bur customers. 
Fortunately, we found an ingenious and permanent solution. 

We introduced a motorised ‘mole’ into the pipe to reline it with a 
tough new plastic coating. Thus, we ensured an uninterrupted supply of 
water without interrupting the flow of traffic. 

It’s this sort of flexible thinking that is helping us at Thames Water to 
restore and refurbish our whole pipe system. 

Something else we’re absolutely committed to tackling is leakage. We’re 
investing £200 million to make dramatic reductions in water losses. 

With over 20,000 miles of mains and 18 million joints in the Thames 
Water region, the task facing our detection teams is huge. 

Many leaks can’t be seen, lying deep down under streets and buildings, so 
we’re using a combination of high-tech equipment to find them. Radar, 
electronic correlators, flow-meters in the mains and tighter zoning are just 
some of the techniques that are helping to pin-point where these leaks lie 
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If you’d like to help us by reporting a leak, ring Thames Water 
free 24-hour Leakline. Just call us on 0800 714614. 
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Portugal drown 31 


From Giles Tremlett in Madrid 




AT LEAST 31 people drowned 
in Spain and Portugal yesier- 
day as violent siprins swept 
across the Iberian peninsula, 
causing widespread floods. 

Twenty-one people d rowned 
overnight in the western Span¬ 
ish dty of Badajoz and nearby 
towns when the River Guadia- 
na and a number of tributar¬ 
ies burst their banks. The 
death toll was expected to rise 
as the emergency services and 
troops dug through mud and 
rubble looking for corpses. 

Ten people were killed and 
44 injured by flash floods in 
the southern Portuguese re¬ 
gions of Algarve and Alentejo. 
Most drowned in their homes 
as water rose to roof level in 
the early hours of yesterday 
morning. 

Authorities In Badajoz de¬ 
clared three days of mourn¬ 
ing. A dty spokesman 
admitted that the devastated 
neighbourhoods had been 
built in narrow river valleys 
but said they had been de¬ 
signed to withstand flooding. 

“The sudden rainfall com¬ 
bined with the high winds and 


the lack of electridty and 
telephones to produce this 
disaster," he said...Up to 5*2 in 
of rain had fallen' in parts of 
the dty overnight Winds had 
reached up to 70mph. 

Most of the deaths had been 
caused by a 15-minute flash 
flood in one district, the 
spokesman said. Hundreds of 
people saved their lives by 
scrambling on to rooftops. 

Two days of torrential rain 
and high winds across the 
peninsula have brought dawn 
road bridges and led to the 
derailment of an express train 


between Malaga and Cordo¬ 
ba, southern Spain. Another 
train crashed into a lorry stuck 
in mud ona crossing in the 
western Spanish town of 
Almendralejo. 

More than 50 roads were 
blocked across Spain, includ¬ 
ing the principal ring road 
around Madrid. The capital 
suffered 70 miles of traffic 
jams. 

The western Spanish region 
of Extremadura was isolated 
as reads were flooded, electric¬ 
ity supplies were cut and 
telephone lines came down. 
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Malaysia bans 
academic talk 
of haze crisis 


By Our Foreign Staff 




V ■ ’ - 


THE Malaysian Government 
v- yesterday barred academics 
j from making statements on 
the country’s haze problem, 
sparking warnings from the 
opposition about dangers to 
freedom of speech. 

Najib Tim Abdul RaoL 
the Education Minister, 
moved to dear up confusion 
over the directive from his 
ministry after local newspa¬ 
pers quoted him as saying 
that the ban on speaking out 
covers all sensitive issues. 

“The directive only applies 
to the haze issue. Today’s 
report is misleading, giving 
the i mp res s ion that it is a 
blanket restriction," Mr Najib 
was quoted by the Bernama 
news agency as saying. 

Citing a report which' 
quoted a researcher as saying 

* that breathing air during the 

* haze was equivalent to smok¬ 
ing 40 cigarettes a day, Mr 
Najib said that such findings 
were “speculative in nature” 
and not scientifically proven, 
and could trigger alarm and 
distort the reputation of the 
country. 

“Painting such a picture 
could give a negative image of 
Malaysia, causing a scare 
among Malaysians and pre¬ 
venting foreigners from com¬ 
ing to the country,” he said. 

Lira Kit Siang, the leader of 


the Opposition, described the 
government move as “shock¬ 
ing” and gave a warning of 
“badc-pedailmg on the citi¬ 
zen's freedom of speech”. 

Mr Najib’s statement came 
as dense smog, which has 
blanketed much of South- 
East Asia for the past three 
months, spread to northern 
Australia. Strobe Talbott, the 
American Deputy Secretary 
of State, said in Jakarta last 
night after arriving from Aus¬ 
tralia: "‘niey told me that, for 
the first time, haze from forest 
fires in Indonesia has now 
spread to Darwin" |fn the 
Northern Territory]. . . 

In Manila, a United Na¬ 
tions Food and Agriculture 
Organisation regional confer¬ 
ence was told that food short¬ 
ages in Asia, Latin America 
and South Africa were pos¬ 
sible if countries affected by 
El Nina the weather phenom¬ 
enon. ctid not take steps Co 
curb its consequences. 

□ Hanoi: Army helicopters 
and a ragtag armada of ships 
rescued 900 Vietnamese fish¬ 
ermen who had dung to plas¬ 
tic bottles and pieces of 
wood. They had been feared 
lost at sea in the wake of 
Typhoon Linda. Another 83 
were found by a rescue 
mission in neighbouring 
Cambodia. (AP) 



Rail traffic in southern Portu¬ 
gal was also brought to a halt. 

Fishing fleets in southern 
Spain and Portugal were con¬ 
fined to port. A cargo vessel 
was washed ashore near 
Cadiz. 

Two Spanish Cabinet minis¬ 
ters travelled to Badajoz to 
assess the damage yesterday 
as regional authorities called 
for the area to be declared a 
disaster zone. 

Jos£ Maria Aznar, the 
Prime Minister, postponed a 
trip to Latin America and said 
he would visit the dty today. 
The Government promised 
compensation for those worst 
affected by the floods. 

The Spanish Meteorological 
Office said yesterday that the 
storms were expected to die 
down over the coming days, 
but gave a warning that it 
would continue to rain 
heavily. 

Authorities in Portugal is¬ 
sued warnings of further 
flooding along the River Ta¬ 
gus as numerous dams and 
reservoirs along its course 
filled to overflowing. 



Residents in the flooded western Spanish city of Badajoz throw away ruined possessions yesterday 
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A1 Cordless Console 
Alarm System RF8012 

# Easy installation 

5 Cordless detectors programmed and ready to use 

6 Remote control and console operation 

# Protected against radio signal jamming 
<0 Full range of add-on accessories available 

Was £149.99 Now £99.99 




SAVE £3 




£69.99 


Bosch PSR 7.2VES 
cordless drill/driver, 
rechargeable batter}’ and case with 


Black & Decker 
25-piece drilling and 
screwdriving set with 
70 wall plugs A5389 

Was £12.99 

Now £9.99 


20% off 


FREE additional 7.2v battery pack 
(retail price £57.99) 


Earlex Warrior 
wallpaper stripper 
with complete Steam Cleaning kit 
Was £49.99 
Now £39.99 


DO IT ALL 

LET’S DO UP BRITAIN! 


DO IT ALL. HELPLINE Free help and advice 7 days a week 0800 436 436 


Offers subject to availability. 
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16 OVERSEAS NEWS 

BSE COW 

exported 
as fodder 
in Belgian 
blunder 

From Charles Bremner in Brussels 


THE Belgian Government 
was engulfed in embarrass¬ 
ment yesterday when it 
emerged that the country's 
first cow to succumb to BSE 
had mistakenly been turned 
into animal feed which was 
sold to the Dutch and the 
Poles. 

Emotion was already run¬ 
ning high after confirmation 
last Friday that an animal on a 
farm near Namur, in the 
South-West, had been diag¬ 
nosed with bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy, or "mad 
cow" disease. Belgium had 
previously prided itself as 
being BSE-free and angrily 
denied claims that tainted 
British animal feed had been 
shipped into the country. Min¬ 
isters and supermarkets were 
still reassuring a nervous pub¬ 
lic that the native case did not 
mean the start of an epidemic 
when an incredulous media 
reported the bungle over the 
cow's fate. 

Instead of being incinerat¬ 
ed, along with the 33 other 
animals from the herd of Jules 
Maredial. The infected cow 
had been sent to the slaughter¬ 
house and reduced to animal 
feed, the Agriculture Ministry 
admitted. The law requires 
BSE-infected animals and all 
others in its herd to be 
destroyed. 

Officials explained that the 
animal had been rushed off to 
the abattoir while laboratories 
were still analysing its brain. 
The vet who had reported the 
case to the authorities had 
originally thought that the 
animal was suffering from 
rabies. He was not told the 
true nature of the disease in 
time. The law allows the 
carcasses of animals with 
rabies and other diseases to be 
used for feed. The renderers 


who took in the cow reported 
that its remains were part of a 
feed shipment that was sent to 
The Netherlands and Poland. 

Karel Pinxton, the Belgian 
Agriculture Minister and a 
leading EU campaigner for 
strict measures against Brit¬ 
ain. had already come under 
fire this week for a ten-day 
delay in notifying the veteri¬ 
nary services and laboratories 
that there was a suspected 
case ofBSE in the country. His 
officials last night sought to 
reassure Belgians that there 
was no risk from the animal 
feed, because the carcass had 
been rendered according to 
the EU’s anti-BSE rules. These 
specify high temperatures and 
require all risky material to be 
extracted. 

While the EU banned the 
use of animal-based feed for 
cattle and sheep in 1094. the 
product is still used in many 
member states for fattening 
pigs, poultry and fish. 

□ Rome: A new EU directive 
meant to eradicate BSE will 
create far more serious health 
risks than it eliminates, a US 
Food and Drug Administra¬ 
tion official said yesterday. 

The directive, effective from 
January I next year, bans 
products, such as gelatine- 
coated tablets, containing ani¬ 
mal parts potentially infected 
with the disease. Virtually all 
American-produced medi¬ 
cines. and those of most other 
countries, would be removed 
horn Europe's shelves. 

“If you compare realities, 
the risk of disease is far, far 
less than tliat from not having 
medicines available." said 
Sharon Smith Holston. FDA 
deputy commissioner for ex¬ 
ternal affairs. “Mad cow" 
disease posed no threat in the 
United States. (AP) 
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Striking French lorry drivers play card games as they keep up their blockade of a fuel depot near Bordeaux 

Unions split as haulage bosses 
inch towards deal with truckers 


From Ben Macintyre in parjs 


LORRY drivers and haulage 
firms appeared last night to 
be inching towards a deal to 
end the French truckers’ 
strike, although unions were 
divided and the mood mi 
barricades across the country 
remained defiant 

At the end of a 14-hour 
overnight negotiating session, 
a tentative agreement was 
reached early yesterday on an 
immediate pay rise of 6 per 
cent and a guaranteed mini¬ 
mum monthly wage by 2000. 

But key points of disagree¬ 
ment remained, including 
haggling over bonuses and 
whether ambulance and bus 
drivers should receive the 
same deal in the final accord. 
Some unions want an hourly 
rate, arguing they are often 
unpaid for tune spent loading 
and waiting. 


“Without question, things are 
getting better," said Roger 
Poletti, of the drivers’ division 
of the Force Ouvriere union, 
while Michel Caillaud of the 
FNCR union predicted a deal 
would be hammered out 
“within 48 hours". 

As the two sides resumed 
negotiations last night the 
CFDT, the largest truckers’ 
union, said that all but one 
demand — the extension of 
concessions to bus and ambu¬ 
lance drivers—had been met 
But Marc Blonde!, national 
leader of the Force Ouvriere, 
was markedly less optimistic, 
claiming that rank-and-file 
union reaction to the outline 
deal was "not enthusiastic, to 
say the least". Insisting that 
the tentative agreement was 
“contradictory and ambigu¬ 
ous", M Blondel said he was 


“almost certain the response 
from the Force Ouvriere 
people will be negative". 

The more radical Commu¬ 
nist-led CGT said it would not 
sign the accord after it was 
"massively" rejected in out¬ 
line yesterday by grassroots 
members manning the road¬ 
blocks. The union insisted 
that demands for a minimum 
monthly wage of FrKXOOO 
(£1,000) for 200 hours work 
should be met immediately. 

Hundreds of foreign lorries 
are still trapped by the strik- 
ers’blockades, and the British 
Road Haulage Association 
said it would consider taking 
legal action if the situation is 
not brought to an end rapidly. 
“If the [European] Commis- . 
skm are unwilling or unable 
to challenge the French strike 
action, then the RHA will take 


up that challenge,” a spokes¬ 
man said. 

With the Channel ports 
blocked, the Channel Tunnel 
became heavily congested as 
lorry drivers sought to get out 
of France before Sunday, 
when heavy-goods vehicles 
are banned from the roads 
under French law. 

Haulage groups • have 
called on the Government to 
ask France to lift that ban 
during today's Anglo-French 
summit 

□ Bratislava: There was traf¬ 
fic chaos as irate lorry drivers 
blocked the largest road bor¬ 
der crossing between Slova¬ 
kia and Poland to protest at 
slow customs processing and 
poor hygiene facilities along 
the way. About 300 lorries on 
each side took part in the 
protest (Reuters) 


WORLD IN BRIEF 


Coalition strife as 
Thai PM resigns 

Bangkok: As Chavalit Yongchaiyudh. Thailand's embattled 
Prime Minister, prepared to leave office, government and 
opposition politicians were at loggerheads with each 
claiming enough seats to form the next coalition. 

Amid the confusion the only sure fact was that Mr 
Chavalit who had resigned after being accused of railing to 
solve the country’s economic woes, would step down. His 
office said he would go at midnight local time. 

As he prepared to leave, his Government announced that 
Thailand’s once booming economy would shrink by 1 to 1-5 
per cent this year. Formerly among the world's most 
prosperous, it grew 6.4 per cent in 1996. (Reuters) 

Korea farms chief executed 

Tokyo: So Kwan-Hi, 71. North Korea’s Agriculture 
Secretary, and 17 others were publicly executed in Pyongyang 
in September after open trials, according to tourisis who had 
spoken to “witnesses". So was accused of “misguiding 
agriculture policy". Despite the North's food shortages, the 
report was greeted with scepticism in South Korea, where it 
was felt any executions would have been in secret. (AFP) 

Mir crew in space walk 

Korolyov: Two Russian cosmo¬ 
nauts made a space walk lasting 
more than six hours to install a new 
solar panel on die ageing Mir space 
station, right, to boost its energy 
supplies. Flight Commander 
Anatoly Solovyov and Pavel Vino¬ 
gradov. die engineer, also worked 
on an air purification system and 
tried to mend a leaking hatch. Th^ 
were given support from inside Mir 
by David Wolf, the Nasa 
astronaut. (Reuters) 

Oil pollutes Czech river 

Prague: Cleanup workers rushed to erect barriers on the 
River Vltava at Roztoky. just north of the Czech Republic's 
capital, in an attempt to prevent a four-mile oil slick from 
spreading further downstream. Police, alerted by a 
helicopter crew who had traced die source of the spill to a 
sewer just north of the city, were searching the Bohnice 
suburb to find, and stem, the leak. (AP) 

Plot trial opens in Havana 

Miami: The lawyer for Walter Van 
der Veer, left the American charged 
with plotting to overthrow the 
Cuban Government said he would 
seek a meeting with President 
Castro to try to protect his client’s 
life as his trial opened in Havana. 
Mr Van der Veer, 52. a member of a 
militant Cuban exile group, was 
arrested last year on a charge of 
distributing anti-government leaf¬ 
lets in Havana. If guilty, he could 
fare the death penalty. (AP) 

Hunter and hunted die 

Moscow: A Russian hunter and a bear are thought to have 
killed each other in a struggle in Siberia. Searchers trying 
to find Yuri Smakotin discovered his body next to the carcass 
of a shot brown bear about 60 miles from the village of 
Kokan in the Far Eastern Khabarovsk region. (AP) 
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Baghdad using 
talks to hide 
arms equipment 

From James Bone in new york and MichaelTheodoulou in Nicosia 

rRAQlws taken advantage trf ited long-range missiles. He cameras al the al-Mutasim 
raucs witn a United Nations also gave a warning that, once missile range had been de- 
delegation to start hiding po- removed from UN monitor- stroyed when an engine for a 
tennal nussue and biological ing, Iraq could use such items permitted short-ranee missile 
weapons technology from The as fermenters to produce seed had exploded. 

UN’s monitoring system. stocks for biological weapons The UN monitoring apera- 

rne Security Council' met in “a matter of hours". tion has 120 cameras spread 

yesferdaytt) dacuss a com- Iraq last night admitted over more, than 20 sites to 
plaAnt_ bum Richard Butler, shifting some equipment but . observe “dual-use" equipment 
the chief UN weapons inspec- said it did so because of the - that amid be used in weapons 
tor ’ *** Baghdad had de- danger of an attack by the as well as for civilian pur- 
UN cameras, turned United States. poses. Mr al-Sahaf insisted 

off lights in installations “We are going to put the that Iraq would not use the 
under surveillance and moved equipment tack to its previous equipment in any prohibited 
dual-use*' technology meant positions and we will invite activity. 

^ under UN seal. UN monitoring teams to see it UN weapons inspections 

Mr Butler said the equip-- and be sure about it,” said were obstructed again yester- 
ment included gyroscope rotor, Muhammad al-Sahaf, the day as talks dragged on for a 
balancing equipment tliat Iraqi Fbreign Minister. He second day between Iraqi 
could be used to make prohib-. claimed that UN surveillance officials and a UN delegation 
m sent to persuade Baghdad ro 

Iraqi papers ‘kept SISSS 

■ i t* j -f . was still awaiting a response 

in Ararat embassy srffu&ss&s 

** al demanding renewed com- 

From Christopher Walker in Jerusalem pliance with UN weapons 

^ inspections. ' 

THE Palestinian Authority outskirts of Bethlehem have Many at UN headquarters 
Embassy in Baghdad is being been demonstrating in sup- were beginning to wonder 
used as a hiding place for port of Saddam. whether Iraq had succeeded in 

documents about Iraq's build- Hie documents relate to the trapping the organisation.into 
up of chemdcal and nuclear purchase of raw materials negotiations about the future 
weapons, Iraqi opposition required for Iraq's manufac- of the weapons monitoring 
sources told The Jerusalem tune and deployment of weap- regime, which is tied to the 
Post. ■ ons of mass destruction, a lifting of the UN sanctions. 

The sources said that diplo- senior but unnamed figure in ■ Mr Butler has postponed 
matic immunity kept the em- the underground movement to UN surveillance flights until 
bassy. reportedly Yassir overthrow Saddam claimed, the UN delegation returns to 
Arafat's house in Baghdad, He attributed his knowledge brief the Security Council on 
out of bounds and the docu- to “sources inside Iraqi Monday. But Iraq was press¬ 
men ts beyond the reach of intelligence". ing to prolong the diplomatic 

United Nations weapons Natal Amr. Mr Arafat's contacts even further, in an 
inspectors. political adviser, has refused apparent effort to head off any 

During the 1990-91 Gulf to comment reprisals by the United States 

War Mr Arafat supported The paper said that Mr Ara- and its Gulf War allies. 

President Saddam Hussein of fat's house in the Jadiriya Iraq called on friendly org- 
Iraq in the conflict with Ku- district of Bagdhad was re- anisations in Arab countries to 
wait. The action lost the Pales- cently designated as the offi- prepare for "solidarity deman- 
tinian leader valuable support dal Palestinian Authority strations" against "American 
in the wider Arab wpria and Embassy. It quoted die Iraqi hegemony" on Monday. The 
led to the expulsion of hun- sources as saying: “The mate- Arab world has kept mostly 
dreds of thousands of Pajestin- rial is in Yassir Arafat* house, silent on the confrontation, 
ians from Kuwait - It is a fact We have had agents with only Sudan and Hamas, 

This week schoolchildren at the site who could see that the Islamic Resistance Move- 
mobilised by the PLO from the the embassy building is used merit, vocal in their support 
Dehaishe refugee camp on the to hide documents." for Baghdad. 


Sex case judge urged to quit 


From Charles Bremner - 

IN BRDSSEIS 

HE European Parliament 
esterday demanded the resig- 
atian of Belgium’s judge on 
le European Court of Justice 
ecause he had authorised the 
irly release from prison of 
larc Dutroux. the man ao 
rsed of kidnapping and mur- 
ering four girls in the 
Tunny's paedophile scandal. 
The 246-122 vote ty the full 
ariiaroent carries no legal 
iree but adds to the pressure 
n the- Government of Jean- 


LuC TJeHaene to take tougher- 
action against officials held 
responsible far die series of 
errors that allowed Dutroux to 
remain free to commit his 
alleged crimes. 

Melchior Wathelet was 
Minister of Justice in 1992 
when he allowed Dutroux to 
be released after serving only, 
five years of a 13-year sentence 
for kidnapping and raping 
children. Dutroux was 
arrested last year and charged 
with imprisoning six girls and 
murdering four of them. The 
investigation into an alleged 


paedophile ring continues: 
The parliament's motion said 
Mr Wathelet had not acted 
illegally in ordering the early 
release; but this had "nonethe¬ 
less- had dreadful conse¬ 
quences for which he must 
accept moral and political 
responsibility". 

M Dehaene rejected calls to 
punish Mr Wathelet and last 
month he appointed him to a 
fresh term as Belgium's judge 
in Luxembourg. Campaigners 
say the government failed to 
punish those responsible for 
judicial andpolice bungling. 




aT.amdMwee 
have your and r 


(when your 


SWIFTCALL 


i 


Surprisingly cheap international phone calls 


Australia 


Germany 

Ghana 

India 

Ireland 


31 SAV!‘:G: 

24p/49p 51% 

54p /£1.0S 50% 

14p / 28p 50% 

65p / £1 -31 50% 
60p/U.20 50% 
14p/23p 39% 


Japan 24p / ?7p 69% 

S, Korea 54p/£l.08 50% 

Malaysia 37p / 77p 52% 

South Africa 39p / 79p 51% 

Taiwan 46p / £1.08 57% 

USA 14p /24p 42% 


Easy to use with no hidden charges 

at! prices include VAT + 24hr rates + use any touch tone telephone 
1 CH4 Teletext page 384 + visit our website; www.swiftcall.com : 





A young visitor on board the cruiser Aurora, whose gunshot signalled the start of the revolution in St Petersburg SO years ago today 

Old Bolsheviks reclaim new Russia for a day 


From Richard Beeston 
IN MOSCOW 

THOUSANDS of diehard Commu¬ 
nists. still wedded to the ideals of 
Marx and Lenin, will redaun control 
of Russia's cities fora few hours today, 
. SO years since the Bolshevik Revolu¬ 
tion swept their movement to power. 

Carrying red banners proclaiming 
the glory of the proletariat, they will 
mark the day when Lenin and his 
Bolshevik fighters overthrew the pro¬ 
visional Government housed in the 
Winter Palace in St Petersburg. 

Despite the collapse of the Soviet 


Union six years ago and the apparent 
victory of Ihe free market and West¬ 
ern-style democracy. Communist lead¬ 
ers are eager to prove that (he ideals of 
the Great October Socialist Revolu¬ 
tion are still alive. Lenin's embalmed 
body still has pride of place in Red 
Square. In St Petersburg the cruiser 
Aurora, which fired the first shot in 
the revolution, remains a museum. 

Keeping the socialist dream a live is 
the unenviable task of Gennadi 
Zyuganov, the solid but uninspiring 
Communist Party leader, who was 
defeated by President Yeltsin in last 
year’s election. "We are a modem 


party which takes the best from the 
past but looks to the future," he said 
this week, announcing the opening of 
the Communist Party website on the 
Internet However, Communists are 
seriously divided, between hardliners 
who advocate a new revolution and 
moderates who supported a recent 
compromise with President Yeltsin in 
parliament. 

Viktor Anpilov, a rabble-rousing 
revolutionary who heads the orthodox 
Communist splinter group Working 
Russia, declared compromise impossi¬ 
ble: The only solution is to give up 
one's life for the freedom of the people. 


Socialism or death. Otherwise, i am 
not worthy to he called a man " 

Despite his threats, the police pre¬ 
dicted that the hundreds of marches 
across Russia would go off peacefully. 

Communist Party members now 
number only about half a million, 
most of them over SO. A Moscow 
newspaper asked a group of teenagers 
outside McDonald's if they knew 
what today’s holiday was for. The 
answers included "a victory day", 
"army day", "some kind of coup" and 
“Hallowe'en". 


Leading article, page 23 
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China triumphs 


in damming of 


mighty Yangtze 


THE last massive rock will 
drop into place tomorrow 
on the controversial Three 
Gorges Dam on the mighty 
Yangtze River, blocking the 
main course of the 3.900-mile 


waterway. 

Chinese leaders will proud¬ 
ly survey die E15 billion project 
which they hope will enhance 
their own and their country's 
world image. “By any stan¬ 
dard, the damming of the 
world's third longest river will 
be a dramatic event,” one 
foreign expert said yesterday. 
Pan Jiazhen, a senior official 
on the dam project, said: “It 
is truly an overwhelming 
challenge." 

The event will be broadcast 
live on Chinese television. 
River traffic will be diverted 
into a side channel. 

Some Chinese worry about 
the dam and the creation of a 
400-mile lake, its effects on 
sedimentation, the evacuation 
of more than a million people 
from dozens of towns and 
villages to he submerged, vul¬ 
nerability to an attack in the 
event of war. the loss of 
wildlife habitat and archaeo¬ 
logical heritage. Superstitious 
Chinese fret about the effects 
on the “river dragon", the 
spirit of the Yangtze itself. 

Nevertheless, many glory in 
the creation of one of the 
world's biggest hydroelectric 
projects that has cheered over¬ 
seas contractors. “Build the 
Three Gorges Dam. Pride of 
the Chinese Race" reads a 
Maoist-type slogan Boating 
above the site at Sandouping 
in Hubei province. When I 
first visited the site ten years 


An engineering 
marvel has lost 
wildlife and 
heritage, writes 

James Pringle 


ago. Chinese officials said 
nothing about pre-Communist 
plans for the river Now, 
despite expressing a caution in 
their judgment, they empha¬ 
sise that Dr Sun Yat-sen, the 
founder of modem China, first 
proposed the project in 1919. 
Chairman Mao. who swam in 
the Yangtze in 1966 to launch 
the Cultural Revolution, was 
keen on the dam, writing a 
lyrical poem about what was 
to be one of the toughest 
engineering tasks anywhere. 

The benefits of the project 
are power generation and 
flood control. The dam will 
generate 84.6 trillion wans a 
year, equal to 8 per cent of 
China's power output last 
year, when it is fully opera- 


CHINA 


SICHUAN 


Cboogqlng 

BURMA 


tional in 2009; this will open 
up Sichuan and the nation's 
interior, including the huge 
dly of Chongqing, to develop¬ 
ment The dam will also 
prevent flooding which has, 
historically, been a source of 
dread. A big Yangtze flood in 
1954 left 30.000 dead. 

The downside indudes the 
loss of Chinese heritage, ex¬ 
tolled by poets such as Du Fu. 
Even though it is often a sad 
heritage, the thousands of 
near-naked “trackers" who for 
centuries hauled junks upriv¬ 
er with plaited bamboo ropes 
while singing mournful songs 
will be missed. Temples that 
represent the.“Three King¬ 
doms" period, medicinal 
plants in the botanical para¬ 
dise and rare wildlife will 
disappear. Critics of the 
project would have preferred 
to have seen a series of smaller 
hydroelectric dams build on 
the Yangtze and its tributaries. 

When the project was ap¬ 
proved by China's parliament 
in 1992. more than a third 
opposed it or abstained, an 
unheard-of event in the rub¬ 
ber-stamp assembly. 

Historically, the Yangtze 
has not been as fearsome as 
the Yellow River, known as 
“China’S Sorrow" because of 
the huge numbers it had killed 
through flooding. Last month, 
it was dammed at Xiaolangdi 
in what some claim was a 
secret operation. But the flow 
of the Yellow River had been 
diminished because of extrac¬ 
tion of water for irrigation. “It 
reminds me of the Aral Sea [an 
ecological disaster because of 
Soviet irrigation schemes]." an 
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The damming of the 3,900-mile Yangtze will be completed tomorrow when the last boulder is put into place. The river win be rerouted 


Italian engineer on the Yellow 
River told me last year. 

The Three Gorges Dam is 
described as the “pet project" 
—some say even the obsession 
—of Li Peng, China’s unpopu¬ 
lar Prime Minister, who is an 
engineer. It was Mr Li who 


ordered troops to crush the 
pro-democracy movement in 
Tiananmen Square in 1969. 
“Li badly needs the project to 
succeed in order to improve 
his image in China,” noted a 
diplomat 

But an outspoken critic Dai 
Qing, a former rocket engi¬ 
neer and now an environmen¬ 
talist claims that the Three 
Gorges Dam is “not an engi¬ 
neering project but a disaster 
which should be stopped imm¬ 
ediately". She said 1.98 million 


people would have Go be 
resettled on too little land, and 
that the wave of relocations 
would aggravate soil erosion 
and pollution problems. 

The environmentalist who 
spent eight months in jail after 
Tiananmen, has accused die 
Government of silencing pub¬ 
lic debate on the dam since 
1989, when it banned a book 
written by her and others 
critical of the project 

"I don’t think tire engineers 
are more dever than nature." 
she said. “1 have evidence that 
they have tried to conceal 
information about sedimenta¬ 
tion in the artificial lake to be 
created. They will build this 
dam, then go away for a new 
contract and dirty another 
river." 



When the dam project is finished the water level will reach the hanging bridge 


Mugabe denied £150m to seize white farms 


From Jan Raath 

IN HARARE 


BRITAIN has rejected demands by the 
Zimbabwean Government for £150 mil¬ 
lion to help towards the confiscation of 
nearly half die country’s white-owned 
farms — part of a high-speed programme 
to resettle black farmers. 

The British High Commission here yes¬ 
terday said that Harare had been told: 
“The programme of rapid land acquisi¬ 


tion that now seems to be envisaged in 
Zimbabwe would be impossible for 
Britain to support.” The rebuff comes 
after a meeting two weeks ago in 
Edinburgh between Tony Blair and 
President Mugabe. 

The Zimbabwean leader has promised 
to seize 1,800 farms covering 11.9 million 
acres in a “one-man, one-farm" policy 
that would force fanners with multiple 
holdings to sell all but one. There would 
be no compensation, but farm improve¬ 


ments would be taken into account, he 
said. Constitutional safeguards would be 
abolished if they stood in the way of his 
"revolutionary land reforms". 

Yesterday's High Commission state¬ 
ment said that “it would not help the poor 
in Zimbabwe if land was acquired in a 
way that undermined agriculture or 
investor confidence"—a reference to fears 
that such a massive expropriation would 
wreck the country’s c omm ercial fanning 
sector, the cornerstone of the economy. 


New elm 
is resistant 


Chirac urged to keep 


to disease pressure on Nigeria 


From Tunku Yaradarajan 
IN NEW YORK 


By Michael Binyon. diplomatic editor 


George Bush 
library opens 


A statue by Very! Goodnight 
called The Day the Wall 
Came Down and made Grom 
pieces of tile Berlin Wall and 
bronze horses, dominates the 
front of the George Bush 
library, which die former 
President dedicated yester¬ 
day. At a ceremony attended 
by President Qbnon and 
former Presidents Jinuny 
Carter and Gerald Ford, as 
well as Nancy Reagan, Mr 
Bush. 73, opened the library 
and museum at the Texas 
A&M University campus 
(Tom Rhodes writes). John 
Major and Lech Walesa, the 
former Polish President 
were among the guests. 



AFTER 60 years of research, 
spanning three generations of 
botanists, scientists in Ameri¬ 
ca have developed an elm tree 
resistant to Dutch dm dis¬ 
ease. the fungus that has 
wiped oat more than 95 per 
cent of the country’s elms 
since its arrival there in 1930. 

The new tree, named the 
Valley Forge dm. has been 
bred by the United States 
National Arboretum in Glenn 
Dale. Maryland. Authorities 
there say the tree will be 
available in 2000, when it will 
become the first American 
elm to be widdy planted in 
more than seven decades. 
Scientists said there was no 
reason why the elm could not 
be grown in Britain. 

With the success of the 
arboretum’s experiments. 
Denny Townsend, a tree ge¬ 
neticist, named the new tree in 
honour of George Washing¬ 
ton’s troops who overcame 
heavy odds to survive the 
winter of 1777-78 at Valley 
Forge, in Philadelphia. 


TONY BLAIR will today warn 
President Chirac that France 
should not tty to take advan¬ 
tage of sanctions against Nige¬ 
ria or offer General Sam 
Abacha any respite from the 
pressure over human rights 
and democracy. 

Mr Blair, who failed at the 
recent Edinburgh summit to 
persuade Commonwealth 
leaders to impose any immedi¬ 
ate new sanctions, is to raise 
British concern that Paris will 
be tempted to bolster relations 
with General Abacha. Nige¬ 
ria’s military ruler, in return 
far a new emphasis on learn¬ 
ing French in the West African 
country. 

France is bound by the 
European Union sanctions 
adopted in 1995, which ban the 
sale of arms to the Govern¬ 
ment. deny visas to armed 
forces personnel, suspend dev-, 
dopment aid. and cut high- 
level visits. However, in dear 
breach of tins last provision. 
President Chirac met General 
Abacha a year later at the 


French-speaking * countries’ 
summit in Burkina Fasso. 

The general has attempted 
to play Paris .off against 
London by announcing last 
December that French would 
be introduced in all Nigerian 
schools as the first official 
foreign language. Although. 
English is the main language 
of Africa's largest country, all 
of Nigeria* immediate neigh¬ 
bours are francophone. 

Africa will be one of the 
main topics in today* Canary 
Wharf summit with M Chirac 
and Lionel Jospan. the French 
Prime Minister. Britain and 
France are attempting to set 
up an African peacekeqring 
force to intervene in regional 
conflicts, and in February a 
British platoon is to take part 
in a joait mission in Senegal, a 
former French colony.. 

Official attempts to bolster a 
common line in Africa haye 
been, undennmedby lingering 
resentment over the linguistic 
effects of tire civil war in 
former Zaire, where Ranee 


long' championed the fate 
President Mobutu against the 
largely Anglophone insur¬ 
gents. 

M Chirac arrived yesterday 
for the summit and went 
immediately to Buckingham 
Palace for an audience with 
the Queen. He and M Jospin 
then attended a Downing 
Street reception to launch an 
autumn season of Rench the¬ 
atre in London, and stayed on 
'ior a-working dinner. 

■ Today the thrte vail also 
discuss Bosnia and Iraq, and 
tite forthcoming jobs summit 
in Luxembourg where the 
British and French govern¬ 
ment positions are far apart. 

Mr Bfair will repeat his 
reassurance that Britain will 
pfay the honest broker over 
economic and monetary union 
when it presides over crucial 
meetings during the British 
EU presidency. If the truckers’ 
dispute in France is not set- 
tied, he will demand imrhedi- 
ate relief for British drivers 
trapped in the blockades. 
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America 


pins its 
faith on 
Chinese 


remedy 


persist 

over death 


.1 From Tom Rhodes 

■Kfl IN WASHINGTON 


THE ancient Chinese art 
of acupuncture entered 
America’s medical main¬ 
stream yesterday after an 
independent panel of ex¬ 
perts endorsed the prac¬ 
tice as an effective cure for 
many ailments. 

Convened by the Nat¬ 
ional Institutes of Health, 
the chief American medi¬ 
cal body, h concluded that 
the custom was a highly 
successful remedy. 

More than one milli on 
Americans rely on acu¬ 
puncture, die stimulation 
of certain points on or 
under the skin with 
ultraftne needles, to re¬ 
lieve ailments from head¬ 
aches and bowel disorders 
to strokes and arthritis. It 
is also used to relieve pain 
and nausea during preg¬ 
nancy and surgery to che¬ 
motherapy and dentistry. 

The art which originat¬ 
ed in China at least 2,000 
years ago, has been stow 
to gain acceptance from 
the medical establishment 
in the West not least 
because, traditional Chi¬ 
nese explanations were 
based oh; the concepts of. 
yin andyang, the body’s 

opposing forces. 

But in its report the 
group of 12 experts cited 
growing evidence of bio¬ 
logical effects induced fay 
acupuncture. There is con¬ 
siderable proof, for exam¬ 
ple. that the practice 
causes the release of natu¬ 
ral pain-relieving sub¬ 
stances such as endor¬ 
phins and hormones in 
the nervous system. 

The World Health Org¬ 
anisation estimates that 
about 10.000 people prac¬ 
tise acupuncture in the 
United States. - • 

Critics of the art who 
refer to it as “quack- 
puncture” said presenta¬ 
tions to the panel could 
not have formed a reason¬ 
able consensus as no op¬ 
ponents had been invited 
to give their views. 


of Mexico 


drug lord 


Prom David Adams in mjami 


WHEN a fugitive Mexican 
drug trafficker died last July 
after plastic surgery and 
liposuction to alter his appear¬ 
ance, the circumstances of his 
demise sparked a national 
mystery. 

Was it really the body of 
Ain ado Carrillo Fu ernes on 
the operating table, or had he 
fabricated hxs own death to 
escape a nationwide man¬ 
hunt? And what happened to 
tite three doctors who alleged¬ 
ly performed the botched 
eight-hour operation? 

The first mystery ended 
when forensic scientists and 
American drug agents, who 
for years had been tailin g 
Carrillo. Mexico’s top drug 
trafficker, positively identified 
his body from dental records. 
But some refused to believe 
that Carrillo. 41. known as 
“Lord of the Skies” because of 
his method of transporting 
cocaine in airliners, was gone 
forgood. 

The second mystery was 
cleared up this week when 
police discovered the remain s 
of at least one of the missing 
surgeons, Jaime Godoy Singh, 
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CarriUothe was the top 
trafficker in Mexico 


inside a cement-filled oil drum 
found by the side of the 
Mexico City-Acapuko motor¬ 
way. His body was found with 
two other corpses, who may 
have been part of the medical 
team, in a sign of a mafia hit. 
their fingernails had been 
pulled out and their bodies 
burnt They had been blind¬ 
folded. Tun were strangled 
and one shot 

Authorities are so far un¬ 
able to explain who might 
have killed the doctor and his 
companions, and why. Same 
speculate that allies of the 
dead drug lord may have been 
responsible, in revenge for the 
death of their boss. Carrillo 
died shortly surgery when 
someone gave him an over¬ 
dose of a sleeping medication. 
Investigators are trying to 
determine whether the drug 
was administered negligently 
or with intent to kill. Alterna¬ 
tively. rival drug traffickers 
may have arranged his death, 
and then killed the surgeons to 
cover up the plot. 

Authorities said three doc¬ 
tors turned up at a Mexico 
City maternity hospital last 
summer to perform the opera¬ 
tion on Carrillo, who regis¬ 
tered under a false name. 
Since his death, dozens of 
people connected to his Juarez 
cartel have been killed, either 
in turf battles or vendettas, 
authorities say. 

Some Mexicans attribute 
the doctors’ deaths to Carrillo 
himself, still convinced that 
the drug lord has not deserted 
the Mexican skies forever. 
Rumours were fuelled this 
week when the Chilean news¬ 
paper La Segunda reported 
that Carrillo was alive, and 
collaborating with the US 
Drug Enforcement Adminis¬ 
tration. 



Canadian farmer 


jailed for killing 


disabled daughter 


From David Crary in Toronto 


Robert Latimer with his daughter Tracy, who was bom with cerebral palsy 


A CANADIAN farmer who 
killed his severely disabled 
daughter was convicted of 
second-degree murder yester¬ 
day. The case has provoked 
nationwide debate over mercy 
killing. 

The judge in Battleford, 
Saskatchewan, said Robert 
Latimer faces a mandatory life 
sentence, without a chance for 
parole for ten years. The jury 
nonetheless recommended pa¬ 
role after a year. 

In October 1093, while his 
wife and three other children 
were at church, Latimer car- 
rial his sleeping daughter 
Tracy, 12. from her bed to his 
pick-up truck, then piped car¬ 
bon monoxide into tire cab. 

Tracy was bom with cere¬ 
bral palsy. She could nor walk, 
talk or feed herself. She had 
numerous operations on her 
back, hips and legs. 

By late 1903. Tracy was due 
for another major hip opera¬ 
tion. Her mother, Lara, was 
convinced the girl faced a life 
of constant pain. She raid the 
court: “I said to him, it would 
be better for Tracy if she died." 

Latimer, 44. initially told 
police that Tracy died in her 
sleep, but later confessed to 
killing her. 

As the foreman read the 
verdict yesterday Mrs Latimer 
jumped from her seat and 
screamed, “No. no. no,” before 
breaking into tears. Latimer 
rushed from the dock to tell 
her. “It’s all right.” 

Latimer was convicted of 


second-degree murder in 1994 
and jailed for life. Canada's 
Supreme Court ordered a new 
uial because prosecutors had 
improperly surveyed prospec¬ 
tive jurors on their views 
about mercy killing and 
abortion. 

The proceedings have been 
followed closely by lobby 
groups for the disabled, who 
fiercely oppose any leniency 
for Latimer. 

Catherine Freeze, former 
head of Ontario’s human 
rights commission, says wide¬ 
spread sympathy for Latimer 
has dismayed disabled people. 

Ms Freeze, who uses a 
wheelchair, describes Latimer 
as “the product of a social 
environment that greatly de¬ 
values the life of people with 
disability". 

To many Canadians, the 
case has demonstrated the 
need for Parliament to address 
the issue of mercy killing. 
Advocates of reform argue 
that Canada’s homicide laws, 
which cany a mandatory 
sentence of at least 25 years in 
prison, are too harsh for cases 
where compassion may have 
been a factor. 

Arthur Schafer, an ethics 
professor at the University of 
Manitoba, had proposed a 
new category of crime — 
“compassionate homicide" — 
that would allow discretionary' 
sentencing. 

Latimer had been free on 
ball for all but two days since 
his arrest four years ago. (AP) 


Police in Manhattan I Republican spending spree 


turn to pedal power 


From Bronwen Maddox in Washington 


FROM TUNKU VARADARAJAN in NEW YORK 


NEW YORK’S police, driven 
to distraction by cyclists who 
weave in an out of traffic lanes 
and career down crowded 
pavements, are setting up a 
special “cops on bikes" unit. 
Beginning today hundreds of 
officers on 21-speed Fuji 
mountain bicycles will patrol 
Manhattan’s streets. 

According to Michael 
Ansbro, the assistant chief of 
New York’s traffic control 
division, mobility is che key. 
“The officers on bicycles can 
double bade where a patrol 
car cant And if they see a 


bicyde doing something 
wrong, where a cop couldn't 
run after them or a car 
couldn’t go after them, they 
can catch them." 

The new “mounted" unit 
will also protect the interests 
of the dty’s cyclists, an 
increasingly vocal constituen¬ 
cy with articulate lobby 
groups, newsletters and 
Internet websites. Transporta¬ 
tion Alternatives, a pressure 
group, calculates there are 
more than 100.000 cyclists on 
New York’s streets every day, 
up from 20.000 five years ago. 


THE Republicans outspent 
the Democrats by five to one in 
this week's biggest elections, 
in a pattern which may show 
the damage wrought‘to foe 
Democrats by the White 
House fundraising row. and 
which may prove a harbinger 
of the parties’ finandal fire¬ 
power in next year’s crucial 
congressional polls. 

Republican groups spent 
$5 million |D million) in New 
York, New Jersey and Virgin¬ 
ia. more than five times the 
sum spent by Democrats, 
helping their candidates to 
sweep the board in the high- 
est-profile races among this 


week’s host of local elections. 
In Virginia, Republicans spent 
$2 million to fond Jim 
Gilmore's successful bid for 
the governorship, compared to 
the Democrats' $463,100. 

Democrats have been ham¬ 
pered by the continuing fund¬ 
raising row surrounding 
President Clinton and Vice- 
President A1 Gore, who are 
accused of using the White 
House to raise party money, 
and the national committee, 
alleged to have sought illegal 
foreign contributions. But con¬ 
gressional Republicans also 
risk public censure for 
scuppering the only serious 


attempt to reform the much- 
abused campaign finance 
laws. 

Mr Clinton now faces a 
tough batile as the House of 
Representatives heads for a 
cliffhanger vote on whether to 
give him "fast-track" authority 
to negotiate trade deals. 

The Senate, which is expect¬ 
ed to give overwhelming sup¬ 
port for the fast-track plan, 
voted on Wednesday to begin 
debate on the Bill. But passage 
will also depend on the House, 
where — despite months of 
lobbying—support for the Bill 
is much more precarious than 
the White House expectoi. 
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Right Burgundy, 
fawn and bottle green 
striped coat. £245 by 
Whistles, at selected 
branches 

nationwide. 0171-487 
4484 

Far right A French 
take on the schoolgirl 
look: grey tie 
asymmetrical button 
coat, £420 by Ter et 
Barrtine at Hitfvey 




KnightsbridgeSWi. 
0171-235 5000. 

Yellow tights. £1.99 by 
Jonathan Aston from 
department stores 
nationwide. 0116* 

286 2388 

Centre: The perfect 
car coal: camel 
asymmetrical button 
coat, £100 by 
Warehouse, 19-21 
Argyll Street, 

London W1.0171- 
278 3491. Purple tights. 
£4.99 by Jonathan 
Aslon 

Bottom: Black knee- 
length coat with placket 
front, £340 by 
Sportmax, 32 Sloane 
Street, London SW1. 
0171-287 3434. Orange 
tights, £1.99 by 
Jonathan Aston 

Photographer 
ALEX SARGINSON 

Stylist Deborah 
Brett 

Hair. Raphael at 

Michaeljohn 

Management 

Makeup:Jochen 
Fuchs at Michaeljohn 
Management 

Model: Annica at 
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After last year’s dalliance with maxi-coats, this 
winter sees a shorter look with a schoolgirl 
twist, says Style Editor Grace Bradberry 


T he fashion industry 
may lump au- 
tunW winter together 
as one homogeneous 
mass, and a few committed 
fashion-phfles may actually - 
shop like that, rushing out in 
August to buy “key pieces*, 
but for most of us it works 
somewhat differently. Caught 
in the throes of dire need or 
snared by instinctive desire, 
we buy useless items which we 
love, and useful items about 
which we fed lukewarm. 

Identify with this descrip¬ 
tion of consumer ineptitude? 
Then the chances are tbatyou 
still haven't bought a winter 
coat Waking on a November < 
morning, September's official 
fashion dilemma — should tar 
shouldn't 1 buy a micncKhim 
—now seems more startlingly 
irrelevant than ever. Spike 
heels have lost a smidgen . 
their desirability. A thick, V 
warm, neutral overcoat, how¬ 
ever, has become a truly 
beatitiful thing. 

A fter last year's dalli¬ 
ance with maxi-coats ' 
and epaulettes, this 
winter sees an alto¬ 
gether more shrunken look. - 
The traditional cromfaie-style 
coat is bade, but with a 
schoolgirl twist The silhouette 
is sparse and lean, but if 
designers have skimped on 
quantity they've made up for it 
in quality. The glossies seem 
agreed that the coat of the 
season is a slim-line, belted 
wool/angora number by JH 
Sander. Hie temperature 
drops several degress, how¬ 
ever, when one reads the price 
— a glacial E2J09S. . 

But you can get the general,:. 

. idea without getting the credit- 
card bin. Look for understated 
silhouettes that are neverthe¬ 
less body aware. They should 


hint at curves.'without jutting 
too obviously in and out. Look 
out for bcocy shapes. Landing 
just above or just below the 
knee. Shoulders should be 
- neat and narrow, or just 
slightly too broad, so they fall 
off at either side in a variation 
on this season’s slouch look. 

The cult of minimalism goes 
on, with lean lines, emphasised 
by raised seams or rows of 
buttons. Asymmetrical wraps. 
are not as fussy as they sound 

— the one from Ter et Bantine 
featured here is simplicity 
itself and can be worn open 
without looking odd.- 

The new shorter lengfli un¬ 
doubtedly has its. advantages 

— no mare roadsweeping, no 


more anxious examination of 
hems to see if they’ve worn 
through. It does make other 
demands, however. The cur¬ 
rent vogue for layering dothes 
means that it’s now perfectly 
acceptable to wear a just 
bdow-the-knee coat over a 
longer skirt, but while perfect 
co-ordination may not matter 
quite so much at the moment, 
colours must at least sit com¬ 
fortably together. If androgy¬ 
ny is your bag, opt for a 
variation on the man's over¬ 
coat. but make sure it has a 
feminine edge. 

Finally, read the label — 90 
-per cent wool, means much 
more, than 10 per cent 
cashmere. 
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r. say^heltnew that his former pypfl Tony Blair would “go a very long way in life" 
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Go on. Joi down the prices of some other top notebook brands. 
Fact Is, we don't think you'll find one that compares with 
Olivetti Efthos Pro - but at least you'll know what a bargain 
you Ye getting! Beautifully designed, simple to use and, above all 
reliable, our notebooks combine outstanding service and 
support with unrivalled value for money. 

Call today for your local stoddstaiyd discover more about our 
complete range of fully-dodcabfe OBvetd Echos Pro notebooks, 
including models based on Staling Intel Pentium" processors 
with MMX” technology 
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Tackling fat cats 


today and silk 


tights tomorrow 


H e is arguably the 
heavy hiner of 
Cabinet. Close 
friend and mentor 
to Tony Blair—even responsi¬ 
ble for introducing the young 
barrister Blair to Cherie — 
Lard Jrvine of Lairg is one of 
the most powerful politicians 
in the Government. Yet be has 
chosen to stay backstage since 
being catapulted from the 
“cosy" {his word) world of the 
Bar, into high office as Lord 
Chancellor. Suddenly, he 
found himself a full-time poli¬ 
tician and, unlike Cabinet 
colleagues, ill-prepared for it. 

“It is enormous fun,” he 
says. “I am having the time of 
my life.” But despite starting 
work at 650am and chairing 
four Cabinet main and sub¬ 
committees, it is not the work¬ 
load that makes the difference. 
“1 had a huge practice at the 
Bar doing very large cases, 
sometimes working flat out. 
The - work burden is not, 
perhaps, what I notice most." 
Rather, it is that the work 
never ends: “It’s a show that 
continues day after day after 
day. You have to be continu¬ 
ously hands on " 

As a result, he has im¬ 
mersed himself in the role, 
appearing only for the odd 
run-in whh die press — with 
whom relations have been 
prickly — or to rise to the odd 
gossipy story about the cost of 
die refurbishment of his flat or 
lunchtime habit#. Now 
though, six months into the 
job, foe new Lord Chancellor’s 
substance and style are 
emerging. 

The turning point was last 
month in Cardiff, where he 
went “like Daniel going into 
die lion’s den” to outline plans 
to scrap civil legal aid. 
wrapped in a scathing attack 
on lawyers and-their public 
image. Weeks earlier he had 
assailed “fat car lawyers’ 
legal aid fees, which drew fury 
from the Bar. where he him¬ 
self had been one of those very 
“fat cats” albeit in the 
commercial sphere. 

“Lawyers are hugely unpop¬ 
ular. And that is what makes 
the task of any Lord Chancel¬ 
lor difficult, fighting his comer 
for justice with his Cabinet 
colleagues where scarce public 
resources are concerned.” 

Lord Irvine is unrepentant 
He denies bring poacher 
turned gamekeeper. “I have 
always had the view that 
[lawyers’] fees were very high 
indeed. And 1 cannot justify 
the disparity in reward, for 
example, between the fop QC 
and our finest surgeon. In 
particular areas 1 do not think 
that the law emerges very well 
out of that” 

His “fat cats" attack came 
when under fire himself over 
high court fees. The criticism 
he says, was “high-order hum¬ 
bug, when the real problem is 
the value that lawyers put on 
their own services. The culture 
of legal aid has transferred 
into a culture for lawyers, 
which believes they should be 
spared bearing the business 
costs that every other business 
in the country recognises, in a 
free market system, it must 
beam. I challenge that 
proposition.” 


‘I have 
Always 
thought 
lawyers’ 
fees are 
very high’ 


What has caught the profes¬ 
sion by surprise is that the 
language, the sentiment and 
even the turn of phrase could 
all have come from the lips of 
his predecessor. Lord Mackay 
of Clashfem. There had been 
pre-election hopes that Lord 
Irvine would be more of the 
lawyers* friend. But his legal 
aid reforms are in some re¬ 
spects like those planned by 
Lord Mackay. He wants fixed- 
price coAracts to cap the high 
legal aid fees, and next April 
plans to scrap civil legal aid 
from money disputes while 
expanding “no win. no fee” 
arrangements. 

Critics say “no win" work 
will not plug the gap because 
of the high cost — in areas 
such as medical negligence — 
of insuring against paying the 
other side's costs in the event 
of losing an action. But Lord 
Irvine dismisses this. “It is 
thoroughly bad business for 
the solicitors to be going 
around saying that none of 


He arrived to predictions that 
he would be a conservative 
Lord Chancellor, but.in his 
first foil interview since taking 
office. Lord Irvine of Lairg 
tells Frances Gibb he is 
prepared to make hard choices 


this will work because the 
insurance costs are so high. If I 
were an insurance salesman, f 
would be rubbing my hands in 
delight thar solicitors are say¬ 
ing we can only buy insurance 
at very high premiums. Noth¬ 
ing.” he adds, “will inflate 
insurers’ expectations more 
than silliness of that kind." 

The sentiment will guaran¬ 
tee him public and Cabinet 
credibility. And whether or not 
his anti-lawyer brief is newly 
acquired, he certainly argues 
it convincingly enough. With 
genuine relish he recounts the 
“outrageous” tale of a solicitor 
who said: “1 do a tot of these 
medical negligence cases, on 
legal aid. In fact, that's what 
my business is about 1 
couldn't possibly do them on 
anything else because most of 
them lose.” 

If Lord Irvine were the 
parent of a brain-damaged 
child, he says, he would not 
wish the “disaster or agony of 
litigation” to go down to legal 
defeat. He wants a new thresh¬ 
old for legal aid — a case must 
have a 75 per cent chance of 
success. “Wild horses would 
not drag me into litigation at 
any less prospect of success.” 


that have to cooperate togeth¬ 
er to do so effectively." Lord 
Irvine, 57. views himself and 
his department as being at the 
heart of that cooperation. And 
as head of the judiciary as well 
as a Cabinet Minister, he is 
also on a “critical cusp in the 
constitution". As such, it falls 
to him. he believes, in ensure 
relations with the judges are 
smooth. The natural “conduit" 
between judges and the execu¬ 
tive, he is determined to avoid 
clashes of the kind that arose 
with Michael Howard. The 
two powers were “widely per- 


He hates 
the antique 
garb that 
he has 
to don 
each day 


ceived to liave come into 
collision under the last Gov¬ 
ernment. I will see it as a 


U npopular with law¬ 
yers, he has also 
sparred with Cabi¬ 
net colleagues. 
There have been brushes with 
Jack Straw, the Home Secre¬ 
tary, and Harriet Harman. 
Within his own department, 
junior officials find- him 
brusque and demanding. Lord 
Irvine also has a keen sense of 
his own pivotal place in the 
Government. His department 
— he calls it the Justice 
Department — has moved 
centre stage, and he sees 
himself forming policy with, 
not separate from, the Home 
Secretary. 

“One thing that has really 
struck me most about Govern¬ 
ment since I came into it is 
how. in order to deliver the 
desired outcomes about which 
all of us are agreed, it is 
necessary to get the agencies 


personal failure if they come 
into collision under this one." 


Beyond justice policy. Lord 
Irvine also has the key role of 
coordinating the Govern¬ 
ment's programme of constitu¬ 
tional reform, including devo¬ 
lution. The Human Rights 
Bill, incorporating the Euro¬ 
pean Convention on Human 
Rights into domestic law, has 
had its second reading. There 
are media fears that in devel¬ 
oping a new privacy law. 
judges will hamper press free¬ 
dom. But Lord Irvine rejects 
any special measures in the 
Bill to protect the press or slop 
judges granting interim “gag¬ 
ging” orders by stating the 
right to privacy cannot prevail 
at such hearings. “That would 
mean that the media would 
have carte blanche to invade 
anyone’s privacy, in any way, 
bur thar they could never be 
injuncted for it.” But, he adds. 


the Government favours self- 
regulation: “It has every desire 
for newspapers to be strongly 
self-regulated so that they 
don’t come in front of judges 
who are paid for by the state.” 

In all this. Lord Irvine 
enjoys an unprecedented 
closeness to Tony Blair. He 
acknowledges the relationship 
is closer than any postwar 
Lord Chancellor has had with 
the Prime Minister; Mr Blair's 
predecessor, John Smith, was 
also a great friend. But his role 
harks back to that of past Lord 
Chancellors, who sat at the 
centre of Government as the 
monarch’s chief adviser. 

It is a strange reversal from 
the 1970s, when he rook the 
young Blair into his chambers 
as a pupil barrister. Lord 
Irvine broke with his practice 
and rook him as an extra 
pupil, conscious that “this was 
somebody who was going to 
go a very long way in life". 

Never before in the history 
of English (aw, he says, have 
the tables been turned so 
comprehensively, with the pu¬ 
pil becoming Prime Minister 
and the master Lord Chancel¬ 
lor. "The trouble with that joke 
is that the Prints Minister goes 
around using it as if ir were his 
own.” 

Jokes are not really his stock 
in trade. A roof slater's son 
who was brought up in 
Sutherland, then educated at 
Inverness Academy and 
Hutcheson’s Boys’ Grammar 
School in Glasgow, he is a 
serious and earnest man, who 
in his limited spare rime 
enjoys fine wine and dining 
and shares a love of collecting 
art with his wife, Alison, with 
whom he has two grown sons. 
But as a bulky man who is 
awkward when on public dis¬ 
play. he hates the trappings of 
his job. the pomp and ceremo¬ 
ny, and the antique garb that 
he has to don each day. 

Next in line for reform is the 
House of Lords, and the 
removal of his own wig. and 
the “ludicrous" silk tights, are 
high on the list of targets. 

Lord Mackay was a hard act 
to follow in terms of radical¬ 
ism: and Lord Irvine arrived 
to predictions that he would be 
a far more cautious, “conser¬ 
vative” Lord Chancellor. He is 
determined to prove other¬ 
wise, and is well on the way to 
doing so. But as a Labour Lord 
Chancellor, even a new Lab¬ 
our one, his decisions must be 
tempered with concern. Dis¬ 
mantling the postwar legal aid 
scheme will be the first test of 
whether he can combine hard 
choices with compassion. 
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Kiton, the epitome of taste and luxury in men’s tailoring, 
has created a distinctive fragrance, Kiton for Men. 
Exclusive to Harrods. this masculine scent combines notes of 
Italian clary sage. Sicilian melon and Moroccan coriander. 
The Kiton 'Image Maker' Coffirei (above) contains 
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A singular 
man in all 
his diversity 

Rosemary Righter on the 
many values of Isaiah Berlin 


F reddie Ayer used to re¬ 
call that, wandering 
through Oxford on the 
way to a party once, he en¬ 
countered an undergraduate 
who so entranced him that he 
never reached his destination. 
My husband. William, had an¬ 
other, later, memory, of a 
series of eight postwar lectures 
given by Isaiah Berlin which 
began so hugely over-sub¬ 
scribed that be had to lead his 
audience from a smaller the¬ 
atre to die largest auditorium 
of the Schools — and ended 
with my husband and two 
others die only ones still in 
attendance. 

The two anecdotes illumi¬ 
nate both the magnetic person¬ 
al charm for which Berlin was 
loved and celebrated by his 
friends, and die difficulty that 
his rigorous refusal to counte¬ 
nance the single all-embracing 
explanation or idea posed to 
less agile minds than his own. 

Berlin’s abiding suspicion of 
doctrines that pretended to 
final truths informed all his 
thinking about the century his 
life spanned and which he de¬ 
scribed as “the most terrible in 
Western history". He once de¬ 
fined the ideologue as some¬ 
body who is prepared to sup¬ 
press what he suspeos to be 
true — and from that dispos¬ 
ition in men with power has 
Bowe much of the evil of this 
and other centuries. For him. 

the task of the think- _ 

er is to "subvert. 

break through, de- He 1 

stray, liberate, let in 

air from outside": SOCK 

that of politics is to , 

accommodate diver- 

shy- intpll 

Berlin’s most dis- mieiJ 

dncdve contribution W ( 

to political thought ___ 

was die concept of 
“value pluralism”. This did not 
for Berlin amount to a sur¬ 
render to mere relativism; he 
had severe judgments on the 
subjectivism of the Romantics. 
What Berlin meant was that 
values are inescapably choices, 
and each man's life a plurality 
of values. The ideas that in¬ 
form values are processes, 
often disruptive and not al¬ 
ways compatible. Even within 
a single culture, there is no true 
convergence — and if there 
were. liberty would die for who 
could exercise their freedom to 
deride against what was uni¬ 
versally accepted as benign? 
Hence the requirement on 
each of us to choose between 
concepts of the good. Man is 
born to argue and to disagree, 
templed though he will always 
be fcjy the lure of ultimate truth. 

Liberty, similarly, could not 
be accommodated to ethics, 
just as it could not be legislated 
for. because “Liberty is liberty, 
not equality or fairness or 
justice or human happiness or 
a quiet conscience". 

Voltaire was a hero; and his 
preferred reading among phi¬ 
losophers were the books with 
which he was not in sympathy, 
that would force him to defend 
his beliefs in tile excited aware¬ 
ness that something read 
might always persuade him to 
change his mind. 

That openness to ideas re¬ 
mained with him into old age. 
informed every word he wrote 
and was a powerful source of 
his attraction to friends and ail 
who read or met him. The son 
erf the Jewish merchant from 
Riga believed that Russia’s 
greatest gift to civilisation was 
the concept of the intelligen- 


Hewasa 
social lion 
of the 
intellectual 
world 


tsia; and the breadth of learned 
curiosity that this implies was 
whar he brought to this country 
when his family emigrated here 
shortly after the Revolution. 

He first read Marx relative¬ 
ly late. 20 years after he had. 
as a boy of eight, watched the 
start of the Russian Revolution 
from the balcony of his par¬ 
ents’ house in Fetrograd — 
and then only because he was 
approached by a publisher 
with a request for a mono¬ 
graph. What he met in Marx¬ 
ism was a derisive historical 
break, a doctrine that not only 
divided humanity into classes, 
doomed burgeoisie and a pro¬ 
letariat destined to be saved, 
between which no dialogue 
was possible, but rejected the 
very concept of debate as bour¬ 
geois decadence and deceit. 

The horrors and futilities of 
that doctrine, translated into 
the Soviet political reality, 
haunted him throughout his 
life. The “true liberty" and 
“true freedom" proclaimed by 
Marx’s hors was "talk that 
cost innocent lives". Both his 
reading of Marx and his ab¬ 
sorption in the Russian Revo¬ 
lution and its consequences 
informed The Hedgehog euid 
the Fax. his famous essay on 
Tolstoy where he took as his 
starting point the saying of 
Archilochus that the fox knows 
many things, and the hedge¬ 
hog one big thing. Tolstoy the 

_ novelist was a fox. 

alert to the compfex- 
rg«j a ities and variety of 

character; but Tol- 
. lion stoy's sense of hist- 

, ory be saw as flawed 

ne by the single vision 

rtiial of the hedgehog. 

Berlin rejected the 
teleological interpre- 
tation. shared by 
" Tolstoy, of history as 

an inevitable force with prede¬ 
termined outcomes that 
dragged humanity in its wake. 
The human consciousness was 
too stubbornly various for that 
Berlin believed; he preferred 
Kant’S dictum that “out of the 
crooked timber of humanity, 
nothing straight was ever 

made”. Fo most of his life, the 
Soviet Union appeared to con¬ 
tradict the possibilities of such 
philosophical optimism; but its 
collapse vindicated Berlin in 
his championship of foxes. 

Y et Berlin was like Marx 
in one respect; as polit¬ 
ical analyst and philo¬ 
sopher. he was fascinated by 
dualities — between hedgehogs 
and foxes, monists and pju- 
ralists. negative and positive 
liberty, liberty and socialism, 
Enlightenment and Counter- 
Enlightenment. or the subtle¬ 
ties of the distinction between 
relativism and pluralism. 

An elegant and private man 
who yet contrived, without so 
intending, fo be a social lion of 
the intellectual world, Berlin 
smilingly used to daim that he 
turned fo political thought 
from his original discipline of 
philosophy because he did not 
believe himself fo approach 
the stature of a Gilbert Ryle. 

As political thinker, he i 
steadily pursued the dialogue 
with fanaticism and ideology ■ 
that ideologues refuse to coun¬ 
tenance. Yet it is as moral phi¬ 
losopher that this most subtle 
and delightful master of his 
adopted English language will 
endure: as an elegant and 
persuasive unraveller of the 
tortured skeins of the ferocious 
era spanned by his long life. 
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"" With a 
kiss and 
a sword 

Johnlloydontwo 
w avs to pursue a 
Blairite Britain 


A siesta at High Noon 


I have been rereading the from 
pages of newspapers for the first 
one hundred days of Margaret 
Thatcher’s new government in 
1979. Try it if you can. You too would 
see that things people get worked up 
about today may be totally sidelined 
by events tomorrow. 

The Times was on strike. What do 
you suppose dominated The Daily 
Telegraph ? Industrial relations, do 
you think? Trade union legislation? 
Sale of council houses? Privatisation? 
The economy? East-West relations? 
Any of the great chapter headings that 
were to characterise the Tory Eighties? 
No. It was Rhodesia. The Conserva¬ 
tive Party was involved in furious 
internal rows, and the Conservative 
Government in desperately difficult 
(and, at the time, absorbing) interna¬ 
tional manoeuvres, fo remove a still- 
defiant white regime from power in 
what was then Salisbury. 

How long ago. how far away, that 
all seems. How irrelevant to the era 
whose dawn that was: how far re¬ 
moved from the concerns we would 
soon be placing at the centre of nat¬ 
ional debate. Just imagine—it is fanri- 
ful yes. but not unimaginable — that 
the Tories had spirt seriously over 
Rhodesia. What a pointless, vain¬ 
glorious civil war that would, in hind¬ 
sight. have appeared to be. 

Luckily. Mrs Thatcher joined the 
Wets on this issue, bridging what 
would otherwise have been a natural 
faultline. The row never quite reached 
explosive proportions, arid soon blew 
over. When you are the Government, 
you have to acL 

But when you are the Opposition, 
there is no such compulsion. Trouble¬ 
some questions that time may later 
settle can be brushed to one side; 
crunches can be postponed; there are 
no High Noons unless you stage them 
for yourselves. This is the enormous 
luxury of opposition, the one great 
compensation for lack of office. Clever 
oppositions use it. 

Have the Conservatives forgotten 
that they are in opposition? Has' it not 
occurred to them chat shelving prob¬ 
lems is an option? Have the Tories lost 
the art of benign inattention? To my 
despair, I fear they have. 

And despair is the word. Desperate 
remedies cartwheel through my brain. 
Could we not freeze the Conservative 
Party as we freeze embryos? Is there 
no spell I could cast over my old tribe, 
throwing them into a two-year coma? 
Is there some sleeping draught I could 
give diem, a magic dust to throw in 
their eyes, bewitching them into a long 
stupor — some soporific dart to drug 
them into insensibility until 1999? 

There does, by this morning, seem 
to be some temporary respite in which 


For the Tories the best course of action 
is inaction: they do not need a showdown 


to do this. The Conservative Parry 
does seem to have felt some intimation 
of the fete which could await it. some 
inkling that this time the danger could 
be real. They have drawn a few inches 
back from the brink. The Mainstream 
grouping of Tory MPs who support 
the single currency has decided not to 
push matters to a head — yet 

But for how long? William Hague 
and the majority he commands must 
see how precious is this breathing- 
space, and understand that it is only a 
breathing space. They must use it A 
stupid, intemperate row must be 
defused. The stakes must be towered. 

the armies pulled _^_ 

back. The old, weary 

arts of compromise, Cl\ /f* 

postponement and ft /{/§/’ 

— yes — fudge used V.LIA 

onoe again. 

This could be ur- t-yj 

gent I feel as we all 
have felt when we 
see people who need 
each other, and whom we need, slid¬ 
ing in the teat of some foolish moment 
into saying things that once said, can 
never be unsaid — slithering into a 
rupture that can never be healed. If we 
can stop them now, then by tomorrow 

— next week, next month, next year — 
the angry moment may have passed. 
A sense of proportion may return. 
Then they may be able to see dearly 
what now they cannot 

But how do we get from now to 
then? Is there no communication cord 
we can pull no glass we can smash to 
activate the emergency brakes, no way 
of pressing the freeze-frame button 
and forestalling the next sequence? 
There is none. Short of the immediate 
collapse of the single currency project 
for which William Hague and Tony 
Biair no doubt fervently pray, fate is 
unlikely to provide soon the dens ex 
machina that would end the Tories’ 
present agonies and Labour’s future 
anxieties. 

So from immediate events Mr 
Hague can hope for little. Whatever oil 
may be needed for these troubled 
waters, it is unlikely to come from the 
sky before Christinas. 

How about after Christmas though? 
How about the new year, or 1999? 
“Events." said the Ffermanent Under 
Secretary of foe Foreign Office to a 
group of new entrants (including me) 
in 1974, "are often very compelling." 
Are foe Tory combatants in November 
1997 so utterly sure in their own minds 
that nothing could happen between 


Harris 


now and the next general election that 
might settle or sideline their present 
dispute — are they so certain that the 
battle lines now drawn are Cor all time 
that they must press this to a bitter 
and bloody resolution now? 

It is likely that the single currency 
will start on schedule in 1999, but, 
contrary to what it has now become 
conventionallywise to remark, it is not 
certain. The money markets. German 
domestic politics, Helmut Kohl’s car¬ 
diologist, the fragility of foe accord be¬ 
tween Germany and France on the 
inclusion of Italy and others... all 
these are imponderables. To place any 

_ ; _ reliance on the un- 

ravelling of the tiroe- 
# $ /_ - _ _ . • table fur the Euro 

TTnfiW would be foolish; 

VPfJl/ W but ft could stiff un- 

raveL If that hap; 
Vf/X ' pened. current fever-' 

» W - ish disputation 
— about words such as 
“ foreseeable" and 

phrases like "fix' the lifetime of this 
Parliament" would look in retrospect 
extraordinarily silly. 

I am a Tory Eurosceptic. Hostileto 
the single currency and cool about the 
entire European project I doubt the 
economics and reject the politics of 
"ever-doser union". So. as a Euro- 
soeptic, may I suggest to Mr Hague 
that he has allowed the Eurosceptics to 
push him just a mite too far? 
Confident as I am of my own opinions, 

I do not feel any compelling urge to tty 
to an ti cipate more than die foreseeable 
future. "The foreseeable future” was 
one of those awkward, risible, but in 
the end serviceable phrases that the 
whole party could have worn, whatev¬ 
er negotiation positions extremists 
may at the outset have struck. 

Confidence in our opinions ought to 
inform the approach Eurosceptics 
take to less sceptical Tory colleagues. 
U we are so certain the single currency 
will not work, what are we afraid of? R 
it bombs, Ken Clarke and his friends 
will simply go away. The logic of our 
argument points to a quite early 
failure erf the Euro; or. if not total 
failure, problematic operation. If this 
is what we believe will happen, why 
force the party leader to sign oa any 
dotted line fix’ foe opinions he will 
profess in 2001? 

The more rabid and sometimes 
personal become the newspaper arti¬ 
cles and Commons denunciations at¬ 
tacking the single currency, the more I 
suspect in their authors a secret lack of 


confidence in their own argument. Do 
they, perhaps, fear that the single cur¬ 
rency will be, for those who join it, a 
conspicuous and early success? 

I am not much troubled by this fear, 
but as it underlies.(and contradicts) 
foe stated case against the Euro, we 
should tackl e it head-on. It is. I 
suppose, passible that events may 
make the economic case for a single 
currency. That would bring us, in a 
few years, to a crunch point. Are we 
then still opposed, for political and 
constitutional reasons? -.. .. 

A good question. But ami absurdly 
modest to suggest we might leave that 
for the next political generation to 
answer? I hope that in five or six years 
the political objections to everdoser 
union will stiff seem strong; if they do. 
then I hardly need Mr Hague's signa¬ 
ture today to the propositicHi that he 
will advance them. I know he wilL If, 
however, they do not seem strong, 
then why should I require that Hague 
be bound, now, to advance them then, 
regardless? ’ ' 

Fdrgive nte. but is this nota rational ‘ 
point of view?*Or am I mad? Or has 
everyone else gone mad? 

I am left with the argument that 
parents have used with children since 
children were children and parents 
were parents; the argument that al¬ 
ways sounds so lame; the argument 
that dudes the issue and infariates 
anyone with a principled case to press 
and an inflamed desireto press it; the 
argument that isn't even an argument; 
that fails every logical test; and that, 
time and again and when foe dust has 
settled, is afterwards seen to have been 
good advice. “You're just tired. Go to 
bed. Get some sleep. It will all seem 
diflenoit in the morning." 


U nimpressive, isn’t it? Not 
an answer to sweep you off 
your feet Not a knock¬ 
down argument to settle a 
stand-up row. Each from his separate 
corner, Norman Lament and Kenneth 
Clarke, may think thisa limp flag un¬ 
der which to march. But it is a banner 
under which I am content to serve — 
and under which (more to the point) 
the great majority of the Conservative 
Party would be content for the present 
to serve, if only their opinion were in¬ 
terestingto foe newspapers. 

So is it — all you Williams, 
Kenneths, Michaels, Peters, and 
Johns — unreasonable to beg you to 
stop and count fo ten before it is too 
late? And if ten wffl not do.ro carry on 
counting fo a hundred, or ten thou¬ 
sand, or until the fever has passed? Is 
it, in short, unreasonable for all those 
millions erf ordinary members and 
voters who have born with you so 
long, to ask you to sleep chi this? 


Game’s up 

AN ANCIENT gift fran the Queen to the Archbishop of Canterbury has 
fallen victim to new Labour's bunny-huggers. For nine centuries. 
England's primates have been enthusiastic benefactors of the annual cull 
of deer in the Royal Parks. Twice every autumn, bloody haunches of 
venison have been dispatched to Lambeth Palace by royal train to grace 
the table of the Archbishop as a gift of foe monarch. But that was before 
the dour Chris Smith. Secretary of State for Culture, derided to change the 
rules of the game, deeming such 
pursuits old Britain. The minister 
is able to deny His Grace one of the 
few benefits of wearing a pointy 
hat because among his eclectic 
portfolio is the arcane position of 
the Queen’s cofferer which has the 
power of life and death over foe 
blue-blooded Bambies. 

The official excuse; cost-cutting. 

But cross clergymen believe that 
the Government's love of animals Regal venison vendetta 

and the vegetarian brigade has 
motivated Smith, whose country — 

pursuits extend no further than hill m m m 

TSKBSKIStr* Hair-raising 

ready cut the grub budget, has not PETER Temple-Morris may haw 
lost his appetite for venison, even derided fo stick with the Tory party 
at £30 per haunch. "The venison bur his hair seems less reliable, 
was always used on official occa- Westminster-watchers have long 
sions for official guests," says my observed a yellow-tinge to his mice 
man at Lambeth fclace. “If we white mane, but lately an alarming 
need it in future, it will stiff be green sheen has been detected, 
served." As for the royal deer, they “1 have light white hair but 

will continue fo be culled. under television lights it can some- 




Hair-raising 

PETER Temple-Morris may have 
derided fo stick with the Tory party 
bur his hair seems less reliable. 

Westminster-wa tche rs have long 
observed a yellow-tinge to his once 
white mane, but lately an alarming 
green sheen has been detected. 

“1 have light white hair but 
under television lights it can some¬ 


times appear what it is not," he 
ventured. He blames a lotion from 
Trumpets. London’s barbers to the 
gentty. “Ron Ex." exclaimed a dip¬ 
per from there. “It’s a hair rinse 
that removes any yellowish colour 
from white hair." 

Temple-Moms believes that foe 
tortuous decision not to defect will 
help to restore his mop’s sheen. "If 
it wasn’t white before it would be 
after recent events." Just so. 

• GROAN. Bill Cash. Euro obses¬ 
sive. rose to respond to William 
Hague's speech at a meeting of the 
1922. The assembled girded them¬ 
selves for another detailed analy¬ 
sis of the ills of Maastricht. But 
Cash's oration left his colleagues 
stunned. “I agree with everything 
William has said and / have no 
questions." Cue tighs of relief. Per¬ 
haps Hague is not stupid after all; 


he might be simply very, very right 
wing. 

Turntable 

THERE are tight fists at the UN 
HQ at The Hague; they refuse to 
return a desk that they borrowed 
six months ago from foe Tricyde 
Theatre in north London. 

It was made by foe theatre for 
Srebrenica , a play about the Bosni¬ 
an war crimes tribunal. A UN bod 
saw the work, thought the desk 
would look good in Tne Hague and 
borrowed it. Problem: the play is 





•Inside every fat party there's 
a thin party trying to get ouf 


reopening at the National, and the 
director, Nicholas Kent, needs it. 
“They are behaving shoddily ” he 
says. “It was not a gift No other 
xvffl do." It might have to, 

• GRISLY reading: Lenin's em- 
baimer, Ulya Zbarsky, 84, is spend¬ 
ing the anniversary of the Revolu¬ 
tion writing his memoirs: he will 
disclose that the body is kept moist 
through immersion in a tub of 
chemicals for two months a year. 
Maybe William Hague should tty 
this on Michael Heseltine. 

Fast mover 

JOHN Redwood has a new vessel 
in which is shuttle around foe gal¬ 
axy. He is trading his beloved E- 
type Jaguar for a smoother XJ8. 
Bur before he throws his goggles 
and driving gloves away for the at- 
mospheriocontrolled splendour of 
his new wheels. Redwood will 
make a farewell tour of his Wok¬ 
ingham constituency. "The XJ8 is 
the people's car," a fellow Vulcan 
confided in him. "Well, you can get 
more people in it at any rate." 
Wealthy sorts, naturally. 

• LATEST rock-star-potitico Unre¬ 
in: David Bowie and Kofi Annan. 
Wednesday found him and his 
Somalian wife, Iman, breakfast- 



T here is a split between Tony 
Blair and Gordon Brown. It is 
over foe (fundamental issue in 
Britain today and is becoming in¬ 
creasingly <^mous. One might ex¬ 
plain it in the manner of Oscar 
Wilde: The Premier does it with a 
kiss/ The Chancellor with a sword. 

This Ballad of Downing Street is 
meant to demonstrate that the split, 
so far, is entirely to the Government’s 
advantage. It is a splitting of respon¬ 
sibilities in pursuit of a common 
project The common project is to 
reshape Britain. 

The Prime Minister does it whh the 
kiss which seeks to propose Britain as 
a new, cool and inventive country, 
unencumbered by the heavy tradi¬ 
tions of empire. Hags division, dumpy 
design and lumpy food — indeed, all 
that constituted a Britishness risible 
to foreigners and British soph¬ 
isticates alike- Hence the video pre¬ 
sented xo the Commonwealth Heads 
of Government in Edinburgh which 
piled image upon image of thrust, 
youth and brightness; hence foe 
hosting of today's FRI Anglo-French 
s ummit in a floor of Canary Wharf 
decked out by Sir Terence Conran. 

These are foe new images of a 
young country and a young Prime 
Minister. We are to present ourselves 
as a centre for the best of pop music, 
electronics; communications and de- 
. sign; as foe roman candle offoe West¬ 
ern ■woritk.^throwing off sparks and 
explosions of talent 
Gordon Brown, in contrast uses 
the sword of reason to deave through 
the obfuscations of the Right and 
reveal a new basis for Britishness. In 
his Spectator lecture an Tuesday, he 
argued that Britain had had a 
“protracted and troubled journey" 
since the last war in defining its 
identity—able neither to settle for the 
"Athens to the thrusting Rome of the 
US" proposed by Harold Macmillan, 
nor to be the cradle of a technological 
revolution put up by Harold Wilson. 
He payed a gracious tribute to die 
woman be spent much of the 1980s 
reviling, Margaret Thatcher. . “She 
recognised the need for Britain to re¬ 
invent itself and rediscover a new and 
vital self confidence.” 

Labour would build on that. Mr 
Brown.suggested, but complement 
rugged British individualism with 
such traditional themes as fair play 
and tolerance other cultures. The 
speech proposed a kind of 
Rikuyamarist end of history lesson— 
with new Labour as the physicist 
producing a fusion of the individual¬ 
ist and foe co-operative as two aspects 
of what Brown called British genius. 

This is a great double act It 
confronts a dvil society apparently 
mare malleable than it has been since 
the war — liable to emote drama¬ 
tically at foe death of a media prin¬ 
cess, to show vast political 
enthusiasm for new Labour and to 
renounce former allegiances, fo foe 
last case, it is remarkable how the 
French lorry drivers’ strike has 
played here — remarkable fra- the 
absence of the dass-war dog. The 
British voices on the airwaves have 
been at one in their impatience with 
the French. No voice expressing even 
tire vestiges of trade union or class . 
solidarity has disturbed foe exasper- ; 
toed domination to get on wifo foe 
job of transporting commodities in 
the face of old fashioned Gallic 
bloody-mindedness. The British 
workers, it seems, no longer have 
e ven the most formal interest in 
portraying themselves, or being por¬ 
trayed by their unions or political 
parties, as part of an intemationale erf 
labour. 

The plasticity of society for new 
Labours moulders is increased by 
the Tories’ disarray. On this page, 
yesterday, foe former Tory Chancd- 
lo r, N orman Lamont, accused his 
successor of being a Euro-federalist, 
stooping to reveal a private con versa- ' 
tfon to do so. This is a party steeped 
into blood so far that it cannot return. 
but must go on until foe hacking 
stops from weariness. 


The Bowies: Somalian d i se u sa o nS’ 

ing in Chile with the UN chief. 
Annan invited the singer to join In ■ 
the forthcoming celebrations for 
the 50th anniversary of the In-' 
temationat Declaration on Hit¬ 
man Rights to discuss a photo ap- ; 
portumty... er. Somalia. / am 
surethe“celebritycoiq>l^’w^am- ■ 
tribute much to the debate. 

Jasper Gerard 


fid Jospin, does not fa ce a major and 
r eco gn ised force in dvQ society. He 
faces pressure groups. To be accused 
by ASH of reneging on a tobacco 
advert ban, or by the League Against 
pvel Sports of dropping anti-hunt- 
tog legislation, are embarrassments, 
but can be livod wftfr They will be 
marginalised by a Government 
skilled in picking off its enemies. 

pn^ect erf reshaping foe coun¬ 
ty has little opposition. Yet William 
Hague has grasped a central point; 
th e re-in venting of Britain as a good 
European will sooner or later rouse 
the sleeping lion of foe British nation 
stale. It is already stirring, bothered 
by foe gnats of Scats and Welsh 
devolution, concessions to republi¬ 
can m Ulster, reform of the Lords 
tordnow — most irritating — the 
approach of a single currency. 

The battle is deep and wide. Blair 
vras right when, before the etection. he 
advertised his Govenunent-to-be as a 


^memaUy. with both die kiss and the 

sword. The ahn is riot to kill, bur to pre 

save, the thing it says it loves — Bri¬ 
tain. This will define politics until deep 
-into the next miffenmum. 

The author is associate editor of the 
’ NewStatesman. 

Philip Howard's column wilt appear 
tomorrow. 
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RUSSIA’S DAY 

To remember the revolution that soured and died 


Today is the pay of Accord and Reconcili¬ 
ation in Russia. So President Yeltsin, who 
yesterday pinned an award on the Commun¬ 
ist Speaker of the Russian Duma to under¬ 
line his message of political tolerance, has 
prod aimed. Worldwide, the date wDl be 
more familiar as the 80th anniversary of the 
Russian Revolution. 

Although bread queues are now things of 
the past and a new middle class breed of 
consumers is discovering the novelties of 
hedonism in Moscow, much of the bleak 
physical legacy of the history begun that day 
endures. Across Russia, discontented clus¬ 
ters of the Communist faithful will march to 
the Soviet-era statues of Lenin that stfli 
dominate the dreary Stalinist town squares. 
But the psychological and political wounds 
that Lenin and Stalin opened are starting to 
heal; and the Russian economy is at last, 
even if unevenly, developing a vigour that 
confirms the death of Soviet man. 

Above all, Russia has gone further down 
the road of political transformation than the 
continued strong electoral support for the 
Communist Party would seem to suggest 
There are still many Russians for whom the 
market economy means late pay or no pay; 
they look back in anger, lamenting the cer¬ 
tainties of the command economy. But few 
still cherish illusions about the redeeming 
virtues of the dictatorship of the proletariat 
Gennadi Zyuganov, the Communist Party 
leader, clings to the ambition to restore 
“Soviet power, the highest form of democ¬ 
racy in the world". But even within his own 
party, such fossilised rhetoric is rare. 

In the week of Sir Isaiah Berlin's death, 
the Russia that remembers die revolution 
which he witnessed as a child is one in which 
individuals are again free to choose and to 
value that freedom. His lifelong conviction 


IRA IRRECONCILABLES 

The wreckers of peace must be stopped, if necessary by force 


Dissension and impatience with the peace 
process led to the end of the last IRA 
ceasefire. Reports of widespread republican 
unease and die resignation of two members 
from the 12-person provisional IRA army 
executive have inevitably provoked fears 
that the current fragile peace may not hold. 
Security sources believe that the republican 
leadership is committed to remaining within 
talks and capable of maintaining the present 
cessation of violence. But the tensions within 
provisional ranks are ominous. . 

The consequences ofpast divisions haunt 
the current provisional IRA leadership, 
which itself came to power after frustration 
with an insufficiently militant old guard. 
The Government has been sensitive to 
republican demands throughout the peace 
process, at the cost of unsettling many 
democrats, but it must beware of being 
drawn into further concessions to an 
organisation that will never be at peace with 
itself until it has achieved.aJl its war aims. 

Even though the provisional IRA ceasefire 
holds. Northern Ireland is not free from 
republican violence. A small splinter group, 
the Continuity IRA, which has never 
reconciled itself to the peace process was 
responsible for the bombing of a govern¬ 
ment building in Londonderry last week. 
The use of Semtex in the assault suggests 
that the Continuity IRA has some limited 
access to the provisional IRA’S armoury, 
probably through disaffected members of 
the larger terrorist group. 

Although one of those who resigned from 
the Provisional IRA'S army's executive was 
the organisation's quarter-master general 
with responsibility for ordinance and arms 
dumps, he and his allies are unlikely at this 
stage to defect to the Continuity IRA. The 
existence of the rival group does, however, 
pose an ever present danger. Us political 
wing. Republican Sinn Fein, holds its 
conference in Dublin this weekend. Its 
supporters may be tempted to strike again to 
attract publicity, and the rhetoric of RSF 
leaders will undoubtedly be closer to the 


private feelings of provisional dissidents 
than the public words of their current 
leaders. The prospect of defections, or deeper 
co-operation, should serve as a warning to 
the security forces on both sides of the 
border not to lower their guard any further. 

The clandestine nature of the provisionals' 
operation and the Leninist discipline govern¬ 
ing Sinn Fein's public statements make it 
impossible to gauge the real level of unease 
within Republican ranks. That is a double 
concern for the Government Not only is the 
scale of potential defection impossible to 
chart but in the mirrored corridors of Ulster 
politics, it will suit Gerry Adams to 
exaggerate the danger of dissent The 
republican leadership is likely to use its 
apparent internal difficulties as a bargain¬ 
ing counter in negotiations. Mr Adams will 
argue that he is entirely committed to peace, 
indeed the most reasonable of men, but 
further concessions will be needed if he is to 
keep his unruly farces in line; the big black 
dog will need to be thrown some meat if it is 
not to slip its master's leash. 

Unfortunately for the Government sev¬ 
eral goodies have already been taken from 
the larder. A softer stance on prisoners, die 
plan to abolish internment powers and the 
proposal to aid exclusion orders have all 
been designed to propitiate republicans. But 
appetites seem only to have grown. 

Ministers will be well advised to treat 
republican demands with greater wariness 
in future. If the Sinn Fein leadership is 
serious about negotiation and compromise 
that it must sell the virtues of involvement to , 
its apparently sceptical grass roots instead of , 
relying on the Government to appease the 
unappeasable. Government steps’ designed I 
to bind in republican refuseniks are commit- 1 
ted to what the Sinn Fan activist Brian 
Keenan called fee complete “decommission¬ 
ing of the British state in Ireland". If there is 
a risk of a new and fundamental split in 
Republican ranks then it will be fee job of 
the Government to deal forcibly with those 
determined to wreck fee peace. 


ON LINE 

League tables are necessary to keep the trains on the rails 


The Government is beginning to take a 
tougher line with the privatised rail com¬ 
panies. Yesterday it demanded a bigger say 
in the allocation of future franchises and 
also ordered John Swift, the Regulator, to 
work more closely wife ministers to protect 

passenger interests and enforce warnings on 

operating companies failing to live up to 
their promises. The aim is dear until new 
legislation sets up fee Strategic Rail Au¬ 
thority, Labour is to use fee existing 
regulatory bodies more aggressively to 
achieve its campaign promise to make fee 
privatised rail companies more accountable. 

This is a sensible step. The private 
companies, on the whole, are now perform¬ 
ing well, winning new passengers for fee 
railways and developing new markets wife 
imaginative timetables, connections ana 
sendees. Money is at last flowing in large 
amounts into the infrastructure. But there 
are some poor performers. And it neais to be 
made dear at this early stage that there are 
real penalties to be paid for slipshod service, 
overcrowding and creaming off profits ai fee 
expense of improvements m services and 

twTrffierf. job: He has m 
regulate without micro-roanaging, set fee 
framework without dictating policies and 
balance the legitimate commercial interests 


of the train companies wife the rising ex¬ 
pectations of passengers. Under the Con¬ 
servatives there was a danger that his warn¬ 
ing bark would lack the bite of enforcement. 
The first test came when South-West Trains, 
one of the first new companies, laid off so 
many drivers that it had to cancel hundreds 
of services. Mr Swift imposed big foies, and 
gave a warning that fee franchise would be 
cancelled unless matters unproved; but 
many passengers thought fee company got 
off lightly. Since the election he has been en¬ 
couraged to speak out Where he has done 
so, there has been rapid change. Railtrack 
backed down in refusing the Regulator any 
say in its investment plans; fee rail in¬ 
formation service improved under threat of 
large fines; and companies skimping on 
rolling stock or safety have been publicly 
rebuked. 

If train companies are tomake a success of 
their franchises, they must have commercial 
freedom. But both the Regulator and 
Franchise Director must ensure feat com¬ 
petent companies run a public. service 
competently. More’s fee pity, therefore, that 
Mr Swift will not publish his league tables 
on accuracy in rail information. If com¬ 
petition is to raise standards, the public 
must know which companies are the pace¬ 
setters and which the laggards. 
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that the heroically contrary human spirit 
must eventually break the rigid mould of 
Marxist doctrine is being borne out 

The challenge now for Bends Yeltsin and 
for his young team, fee most convincingly 
reformists feat Russia has ever known, is to 
put in place the reforms needed to buttress 
individual liberties with the institutions 
necessary for a functioning, legitimate and 
respected state authority. Russia may have 
wrestled off fee Marxist straitjacket; but its 
people have instead to endure fee brutality 
of capitalist robber boyars and their counter¬ 
parts in organised crime. 

Russia may be stuck wife cowboy capital¬ 
ism for a time, because if they are to 
surmount bureaucratic obstacles to jump- 
starting the market economy, entrepreneurs 
are almost doomed to cut comers. But what 
is particularly resented is fee unhealthy bold 
feat these new rich have established over 
political decisions — and exploited to grab 
control, at knockdown prices, of Russia's ! 
giant energy companies as they were priva¬ 
tised. Mr Yeltsin, whose victorious electoral 
campaign last year was financed by some of 
Russia's most prominent of these men, has 
been slow to break these links between 
money and political power. 

Mr Yeltsin’s dismissal this week of Boris 
Berezovsky from the Kremlin’s powerful 
Security Council is therefore encouraging. It 
is a victory for Boris Nemtsov and Anatoli 
Chubais, the young first deputy premiers 
who have been battling for months to rein in 
the oligarchs. Reconciliation, for Russia, 
must include reconciliation with fee market¬ 
place. Fbr that, a return to economic growth 
is necessary, but not sufficient Markets 
must, as Mr Yeltsin seems now to grasp 
more dearly than he did, be seen to be 
governed by rules feat apply to all. 


Tobacco sponsors 
and motor sport 

From the President of the 
Royal College of Physicians, 
and others 

Sir, We are writing to express our 
extreme disappointment at the Gov¬ 
ernment's decision to exempt Formula 
One motor racing from the proposed 
restrictions on tobacco sponsorship 
(reports, November 5 and 6). 

That the Government has been 
unable to stand firm against pressure 
from the Tobacco and other industries 
undermines its many other creditable 
attempts to reduce smoking-related 
diseases. It brines into question the 
commitment of the Government as a 
whole to the efforts of the Public 
Health Minister in protecting the 
public from what is still our biggest 
killer. 

Not only is this decision damaging 
to the health of the UK papulation, but 
it also has much wider implications 
for our role within the European 
Union. The Council of Ministers is 
about to discuss the long-awaited 
draft directive on tobacco advertising, 
the success of which is now threatened 
by the UK'S actions. We were delight¬ 
ed when the new administration re¬ 
versed the UK's longstanding oppo¬ 
sition to a directive and embraced the 
European route as an effective way 
forward. 

We are therefore dismayed that the 
exemption for Formula One appears 
to put the whole directive at risk. A 
unique opportunity for Europe-wide 
action on tobacco is in jeopardy. 

Yours sincerely, 

K. G. M. M. ALBERTI, 

President, 

Royal College of Physicians, 

A. W. MACARA, 

Chairman of Council, 

British Medical Association, 

NAREN PATEL. 

President, 

Royal College of Obstetricians and 
Gynaecologists. 

Royal College of Physicians. 

11 St Andrews Place, 

Regent’s Park. NWl. 

November 6. 

From Lord Astor of Hever, 

President of the Motorsport 
Industry Association 

Sir, I recognise fee courage it must 
have required for fee Minister for 
Public Health, Tessa Jowell, MP, to 
make her announcement yesterday 
safeguarding; the British motorsport 
industry. It is also a realistic decision 
if there is to be an effective reduction 
in the total amount of tobacco spon¬ 
sorship on our television screens 
worldwide. 

This Government is taking the line 
of practical politics, since it is clear 
that an advertising ban in fee UK 
would be almost impossible to enforce 
at foreign grands prix and would, in 
fee process, jeopardise fee employ¬ 
ment prospects of 50.000 fulltime 
workers in the British motor-sport 
industry. 

I salute this pragmatic and highly 
sensible approach and will do every¬ 
thing I can to ensure that whatever 
agreement is readied in fee future is 
upheld by fee industry, in an equally 
responsible manner. The British mo¬ 
tor-racing industry, as well as the mil¬ 
lions of British enthusiasts who follow 
the sport each year, are grateful feat 
common sense has prevailed. 

Yours faithfully. 

ASTOR of HEVER. 

President, 

Motorsport Industry Association, 

29 The High Street, 

Marlow, Buckinghamshire. 

November 6. 

From Dr Peter Gregory 

Sir, The as sedation of a fast, glam¬ 
orous and exdting sport with ciga¬ 
rettes encourages new smokers to 
think they are fast, glamorous and 
exdting. 

It undoes fee work of thousands of 
health workers attempting to prevent 
impressionable young people becom¬ 
ing addicted to a killer habit. 

Yours sincerely. 

PETER GREGORY. 

3 Gainsborough Court, 

Skipton. North Yorkshire. 

Novembers 

From Mr James M. Todd 

Sir, Why doesn’t this renegade Gov¬ 
ernment join wife other governments 
and sponsor Formula One grand prix 
racing? They could insist upon the le¬ 
gend “Smoking also kills" and there¬ 
by make a net saving by cutting fee 
health bills. 

Yours faithfully. 

JAMES M. TODD. 

Misboume Farmhouse, 

Amersham Road, 

Chalfont St Giles, Buckinghamshire. 

Novembers. 


Confidence of UK business in EMU 


Wheels under fire 

From His Honour Patrick Hainan 

Sir, I write as one who frequently 
cycled to coun. My fellow cyclists may 
like to know that as long as they do not 
cyde “dangerously",' “furiously", 
“carelessly" or “without reasonable 
consideration" they can cyde as fast 
as they like. 

The offence of “speeding" can. in 
law, only be committed by drivers of 
motor vehicles. 

I remain Sir. a happy cyclist 

Yours truly, 

PATRICK HALNAN, 

33 RofeerwickWay, Cambridge. 
Novembers. 


From Professor Geoffrey Maynard 

Sir, As you state in your report today, 
Norman Lament is, in effect accusing 
Kenneth Clarke and Michael Hesel- 
tine of putting Europe before fee 
pound. It would perhaps be truer to 
say that Norman Lamont is putting 
fee pound before fee UK — feat is. he 
would preserve the pound even if it 
could be demonstrated that fee UK 
economy would do better without it. 

This surely is fee question: will the 
UK be better off in fee EMU or out¬ 
side it? An emotional appeal to pre¬ 
serve sterling doesn’t help, particular¬ 
ly when, as is often fee case, it is ad¬ 
vanced by people whose principal mo¬ 
tive appears to be to retain the right to 
devalue it. 

Yours sincerely. 

GEOFFREY MAYNARD 
(Economic Adviser), 
investcorp International Li mired, 

-48 Grosvenor Street, Wl, 

November 6. 

From Sir Richard George, 

Chairman of Weetabix Limited 

Sir. 1 was delighted to read the letter 
from Sir Michael Edwardes (Novem¬ 
ber 5), whose business experience has 
been with very large companies. He is 
quite right: we are bring told, with all 
too little evidence, that “large com¬ 
panies" believe Britain should plunge 
into a single currency. 

Who are these "large companies"? 
In the food sector, many are in over¬ 
seas control. They may be Swiss. 
Canadian. Dutch or American, and 
may not have a British perspective. 
They may well believe feat Britain 
should jean the single currency in fee 
first wave, but for what reason? Not 
for the benefit of fee United Kingdom. 
I am sure. The small and medium- 
sized businesses, which are predomi¬ 
nantly British, would be far more like¬ 
ly to oppose such a move. 

For Michael Heseltineand Kenneth 
Clarke to try to tell everyone that busi¬ 
ness is in favour is as misguided as fee 
actions feat ousted the best Prime 
Minister we have seen this century 
and eventually led fee Conservative 
Party into opposition. 

Isn’t it time we started listening to 
William Hague? 

Yours faithfully, 

RICHARD GEORGE. 

Chairman. 

Weetabix Limited 
Weetabix Mills. Burton Latimer, 
Kettering, Northamptonshire. 
November 5. 


Grouse or hawk? 

From Mr Chris Mead 

Sir. The headline to your report of 
November i on the five-year grouse- 
breeding experiment on Langholm 
Moor, in the Borders, describes it as 
“a costly failure". 

I cannot agree. The careful scientific 
investigation conducted on Langholm 
by the Institute of Terrestrial Ecology, 
fee Game Conservancy Trust and 
other groups has usefully proved feat 
in the absence of illegal slaughter of 
raptors, fee red-grouse population 
failed to register the expected six- 
yearly peak. 

The report also describes a big 
moor on Deeside, in Aberdeenshire, 
on which the raptors were protected 
over the same period, yet grouse num¬ 
bers peaked as expected and fee bags 
were normal 

What is the difference between the 
Deeside moor and Langholm? The 
heather on Langholm has retreated in 
the teeth and hoof of the sheep. That 
on Deeside. where sheep grazing is 
not a problem, is in good shape. 

The Langholm initiative has proved 
feat where moorland is having to sup¬ 
port very large numbers of sheep it is 
not possible for driven grouse shoot¬ 
ing to coexist with a natural and 
varied raptor population. The replace¬ 
ment of heather by grass encourages 
the small birds and mammals feat rhe 
hen harriers mainly eat, and provides 
worse conditions for fee red grouse 
that thrive in heather with bilberry 
and other plants. 

The Earl of Dalkeith, owner of 
Langholm Moor, does have a very 
real problem, but sheep loom large in 
fee equation, and support through 
headage payments, under the com¬ 
mon agricultural policy, is at fee very 
core of fee problem. 1 have no doubt 
that Scottish Natural Heritage fully 


Choc horror 

From Dr Napier Penlington 

Sir, On November 3 you published a 
number of letters suggesting a new 
name for chocolate. I believe you your¬ 
selves have made the correct choice by 
heading them “Choc horror". 

“Choc" is an ideal name for our 
chocolate which, adulterated with 
vegetable fats, is, after all. only half 
chocolate. 

Yours sincerely. 

NAPIER PENLINGTON, 

2 Leighton Close, 

Coventry, West Midlands. 
November5. 

From MrE. J- Nickson 

Sir, If it is possible to entitle, and sell, 
a product called 1 Cant Believe ft's 
Not Butter, then I cant believe it 
would be difficult to find an accept¬ 
able name for milk chocolate. 

Yours sincerely, 

E.J. NICKSON, 

60 Aspin Oval, 

Knaresborough, North Yorkshire. 


From Mr William Cash, 

MP for Stone [Conservative] 

Sir. Paddy Ashdown (“Wrecked on fee 
rock of Europe", November 3) sug¬ 
gests that we are ‘‘fascinated by how 
the single currency affects our politics 
— but not how it will affect our lives". 1 
agree with him. Gordon Brown’s lat¬ 
est statement on the single currency 
was confined solely to economic ques¬ 
tions rather than fee constitutional 
and political principles involved. 

Last Wednesday. October 29.1 ask¬ 
ed fee Prime Minister to explain these 
principles to fee British people in a 
White Paper. He said he would have 
been delighted to answer on fee con¬ 
stitutional issues had they been put to 
him. but did nor answer my question. 

In 1971 the Heath Government par¬ 
tially addressed these principles in a 
White Paper, but the promises about 
the veto and sovereignty were broken. 
Mr Blair should now tell the truth to 
the British people in a comprehensive 
White Paper. Then we can have fee 
proper debate which the Euro-realists 
and Mr Ashdown have called for. 
Would Mr Ashdown now support my 
call for a White Paper? 

Yours faithfully. 

BILL CASH 
(Vice-Chairman. 

Conservative Backbench 
Committee on European Affairs), 
House of Commons. 

November 3. 

From Sir Bryan Nicholson 

Sir. Your editorial of October 31, “Old 
men forget", is vituperative, ad homi- 
nem, seductively simplistic. Fun to 
read if you are not the victim. 

The way you characterise fee Con¬ 
servative opponents of fee present 
leadership's line on EMU as a tiny 
minority without substantial backing 
amongst Conservative voters shows 
how far delusion can go. There is a 
coalition in the country ready to be 
marshalled for us to join a successful 
EMU. and many Conservatives are 
ready to be part of the coalition. 

Hits is an issue of principle which 
overrides party considerations — that 
is presumably why William Hague is 
giving a free vote to his MPs — and 
you are therefore misguided to call for 
an artificial unity when such unity 
dearly does not exist 

Yours faithfully. 

BRYAN NICHOLSON. 

Pbint Piper. 

Ulley Drive. Kingswood. Surrey. 
November). 


appreciate feat the health of fee hea¬ 
ther moorland in areas like Langholm 
will depend, in the long Term, on 
changes to the CAP. 

Yours sincerely, 

CHRIS MEAD (Chartered biologist). 
The Nunnery. 

Hilborough, Thetford, Norfolk. 
November 3. 

From Mr Alan Morriss 

Sir. The findings reported in your 
November 1 issue are hardly surpris¬ 
ing, as there is little else but grouse for 
predators to eat in such comparatively 
barren and inhospitable places as 
Langholm Moor. 

The hen harrier is the worst culprit.' 
Before the persecution and habitat 
destruction of fee last century set in, 
fee bird was widespread throughout 
Britain, as it is today on fee Continent 
Relocating the young birds to more 
southerly parts of the country would 
eliminate the necessity for their des¬ 
truction, and the presence of these 
rare and beautiful birds would help to 
control fee populations of voles and 
other small mammals, much to the 
benefit of farmers. 

In the case of the peregrine — per¬ 
haps our noblest and most beautiful 
bird — fee Jaw could be changed to 
turn them into an asset for the land- 
owner. rather than a liability. How¬ 
ever, birds taken from the wild are 
considered superior, and a flourishing 
black-market trade in them exists, ff 
landowners could obtain licences to 
harvest the young peregrines where 
they were a problem, they would be 
considered a valuable asset, with their 
worth far outstripping fee few grouse 
they dispose of. 

Yours, 

ALAN MORRISS, 

Pippingford Park. Nutley. Sussex. 
November 3. 


Oxbridge fees 

From Sir John Kingman. FRS, 
Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of Bristol 

Sir, The well orchestrated campaign 
to defend college fees at Oxford and 
Cambridge (report, November 6) will 
culminate on November 12 in a debate 
in the Lords, where the two univer¬ 
sities are strongly represented. 

Will their lordships and the 
Government remember fear there are 
other universities which reach inter¬ 
national standards in research, and 
which teach difficult subjects to fee 
ablest young people, without the bene¬ 
fit of this additional public money? 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN KINGMAN. 

Vice-Chancellor, 

University of Bristol. 

Senate House, Bristol BSS 1TH. 
November 6. 


Letters for publication may 
be foxed to 0171-782 5046. 
e-mail to: Iefters@fee-ffrnes.co.uk 


Papal remorse for 
treatment of Jews 

From Dr Hyam Maccoby 

Sir. The declaration of apology tty fee 
Pope for Christian anti-Judaism is 
welcome (letter, November 4) but if 
another Holocaust is to be prevented a 
proper understanding of the causes of 
the extraordinary malevolence shown 
towards fee Jews in Christian Europe 
must be sought 

The medieval persecutions of the 
Jews were deprecated by some or the 
Popes, and by certain saintly figures 
such as Bernard of Clairvaux. There 
are analogies here wife fee present 
Pope’s remorse for fee Christian role 
in fee Holocaust. 

In the Middle Ages, the Jews were 
demonised fry Christian society as 
usurers. Christ-killers, and poisoners 
of wells, and were reduced to pariah 
status. This image (sedulously foster¬ 
ed by the lower clergy and by Christ¬ 
ian an. including fee horrific Passion 
Plays) led to sporadic massacres and 
expulsions. 

When eventually the Jews were 
emancipated and were allowed to en¬ 
ter the professions, a murderous re¬ 
sentment grew against their progress. 
This, transmuted into secular guises 
of racialism and anti-Bolshevism, led. 
in circumstances of economic crisis in 
Germany, to the Holocaust The Un¬ 
touchables of India are experiencing a 
similar sequence of events, on a mild¬ 
er scale. Secular arguments are ad¬ 
vanced against them, but fee under¬ 
lying historical causation is religious. 

The only hope for genuine reconcili¬ 
ation between Christians and Jews 
lies in radical revision of Christian 
teaching about fee Jews, including fee 
idea that Judaism is an obsolete reli¬ 
gion superseded by Christianity. To¬ 
leration based on saintly forbearance 
or contrition will not survive in times 
of economic or political crisis, when 
traditional hatreds will surface once 
again. 

Yours faithfully. 

HYAM MACCOBY. 

115 Mortlake Road. Kew, Surrey. 
November 4. 

From Miss Felicity O’Brien 

Sir. Some would like to see a condem¬ 
nation of Pope Pius XII for what he 
did not say or do in relation to fee 
Jews during the Second World War. 
But. in January 1945, an extreme Fas¬ 
cist, Roberto Farinacri, castigated 
Pope Pius fbr what he had said and 
done 

Fbr a few years Pope Pius XII has fully es¬ 
poused fee Jewish cause to fee point of of¬ 
fending the sensibilities of his flock ... We 
never imagined fear our Pastor, fee Vicar of 
Christ, fee Head of our Church could one 
day be regarded as fee most influential de¬ 
fender of fee interests of fee Jewish people. 
True enough, fee war turns people upside 
down and creates absurdity. (Quoted in 
Owen Chadwick's Britain and the Vatican 
during the Second World War, p. 307) 

Yours faithful I v, 

FELICITY O’BRIEN. 

28Ja Crescent Drive. 

Pens Wood, Kent 
November 3. 


Pearl of the South 

From Councillor Duncan Bamford 

Sir, You report today that Geoffrey 
Boycott is considering moving from 
Yorkshire to the enchanting Sand¬ 
banks peninsula “in Bournemouth". I 
regret to have to inform you that 
Sandbanks is one of fee many superb 
beaches belonging to fee Borough of 
Poole, Dorset, whence comefe ail 
beautiful things, fee most lovely being 
my wife, Jean. 

Yours geographically, 

D. J. BAMFORD, 

18 Restrop View. 

Purton, Swindon, Wiltshire. 
November 5. 


Wrong address? 

From Mr Oliver L Shaw 

Sir. There is all the world of difference 
between merely considering a prob¬ 
lem (Mr Ivan Sice's letter, today), ie. 
thinking about it and evaluating the 
options, and actually addressing it. 
The latter involves also taking appro¬ 
priate practical steps to solve it. 

In my business life, as a financial 
consultant. 1 know only too well that 
certain of my clients never progress 
beyond merely considering the prob¬ 
lem. 

Yours sincerely, 

O. L SHAW, 

New House Farm. Highleadon. 
Newent, Gloucestershire. 

November 1. 

From Mr W. Gordon McPherson 

Sir, You "address" a golf ball before 
you hit it — you address the task of 
writing a letter, such as this, before 
“considering" how to phrase it. 

I am. Sir, yours respectfully. 

w. g. McPherson. 

37 Granary Street, 

Huntly. Aberdeenshire. 

November 1. 

From Mr Howard Lamb 

Sir. Mr Slee is puzzled why problems 
today are addressed “as if they were 
golf balls". 

What puzzles me is why golf balls 
have to be addressed. Shouldn't they 
just be hit? 

Yours faithfully, 

HOWARD LAMB, 

North Bank, 

75 Ridge Way, Wargrave, Berkshire. 
November 1. 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
November & Mr Justice Hughes was 
received by The Queen upon his 
appointment as a Justice of the High 
Court when Her Majesty conferred 
upon him die honour of Knighthood 
and invested him with the Insignia of 
a Knight Bachelor. 

His Excellency Mr Adel El Gazzar 
was received in audience by The 
Queen and presented the Letters of 
Recall of his predecessor and his own 
Letters of Credence as Ambassador 
from the Arab Republic of Egypt to 
the Court of St Jameses. 

Mrs Ell Gazzar was also received by 
Her Majesty. 

Sir John Cotes (Permanent Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs] was present. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury was 
received in audience by The Queen. 

His Holiness Kart-kin I. Cache!icas 
of All Armenians was received by 
Her Majesty. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury was 
present. 

The President of the French Repub¬ 
lic visited The Queen this afternoon 
and remained to Tea. 

The Duke of Edinburgh roday 
anended a Luncheon at the Four 
Seasons Hotel. 300 South Doheny 
Drive. Los Angeles. United States of 
America, for the British and Ameri¬ 
can Chambers of Commerce in Las 
Angeles and Orange County and the 
British Academy of Him and Tele¬ 
vision Arts (Los Angeles). 

November 6: The Duke of York. 
Patron, this afternoon amended a 
rehearsal of the City Balia of London 
at the Studio Coitre. York. Way. 
King's Cross. London Nl. 

November b: Hie Prince Edward. 
Trustee and Chairman of the Inter¬ 
national Council. The Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh's Award International 
Association, concluded his visit to 
New Zealand with the following 
engagements. 

His Royal Highness this morning 
flew to Dunedin and amended a Gold 
Award ceremony at the Dunedin 
Centre. followed by a Reception for 
the recipients. 

The Prince Edward afterwards 
attended a World Fellowship Lun¬ 
cheon at the Dunedin Club. 

His Royal Highness this afternoon 
flew to Christchurch and amended a 
Gold Award cer emony in the Town 
Hall, followed by a Reception for the 
reripienis. 

The Prince Edward later attended a 
New Zealand Award garden party in 
Fendaiton. Christchurch. 

His Royal Highness this evening 
left Auckland for London. 


Luncheon 

Newspaper Sotieiy 
The Newspaper Society hosted a 
luncheon in honour of Lord 
Kingsland, QC yesterday at 
Bloomsbury House, London WC1. 
Mr Fred Johnston, Chairman of 
Johnston Press, presided. Among 
those present were: 

The Chairman ot the Kent Messen¬ 
ger Group, the Chairman of 


November & The Princess Royal this 
morning visited the Aberdeen Mari¬ 
time Museum. Ship Row. Aberdeen, 
and was received by Mr Leslie 
Robertson (Deputy Lieutenant of die 
City of Aberdeen). 

opened**!^ Homans* Rehabilitation 
Centre. Eday Road. Aberdeen. 

The Princess Royal President, 
Save the Children Fund, later at¬ 
tended the Young People's Seminar 
on board HMY Britannia. Aberdeen. 

Her Royal Highness, President. 
Animal Health Trust, this evening 
held a Reception and Dinner on 
board the Royal YacfaL 
CLARENCE HOUSE 
November t>: Queen Elizabeth The 
Queen Mother, accompanied by The 
Duke of York, this morning planted a 
Cross of Remembrance in the Royal 
British Legion Field of Remembrance 
at St Margaret's Church. West¬ 
minster. 

Mrs Michael Gordon-Lomax, Ma¬ 
jor Raymond Seymour. Major 
Charles MacEwan and Major Timo¬ 
thy Allan were in attendance. 

ST JAMES'S PALACE 
November 6: The Prince of Wales this 
morning arrived at Heathrow Air¬ 
port, London from South Africa. 

Mr Nicholas Archer, Lieutenant 
Commander John La very RN and 
Miss Sandy Hrnney were in atten¬ 
dance. 

KENSINGTON PALACE 
November & The Princess Margaret, 
Countess of Snowdon. Cotanel-m- 
ChieL The Light Dragoons, this 
evening attended the Officers' An¬ 
nual Dinner at the Cavalry and 
Guards Club. Piccadilly. London Wl. 

November fr The Duke of Glouces¬ 
ter. Patron, the Homeopathic Trust 
for Research and Education, this 
a f t e rnoon received Mr Robert Chris 
upon relinquishing his appointment 
as Chairman and Dr David Spence 
upon assuming the appointment. 

The Duchess of Gloucester this 
afternoon opened Homelands Hall 
for Christchurch Housing Society. 
Homelands. Kings Avenue. Christ¬ 
church. and was received by Her 
Majesty's Lord-Lieu tenant of Dorset 
(the Lord Dicky). 

Her Royal Highness afterwards 
opened Riveremeet Court for 
Twynham Housing Association and 
HyPed (Homeless Young People in 
Eastern Dorset). Stony Lane South. 
Christchurch. 

YORK HOUSE 

November 6; The Duke of Kent this 
evening attended a Gab Concert at 
the Wigmore Hafl. London Wl. 


Portsmouth and Sunderland News¬ 
papers. the Group Chief Executive 
of Bristol United Press, the Chief 
Executive or the Jewish chronicle. 
the Group General Manager of 
Northclfffe Newspapers, the Man- 


the Managing Director of CN 
Group, the Managing Director of 
Cambridge Newspapers, the Editor 
orthe Leicester Mercury Group and 
tire parliamentary correspondent. 
Southern Newspapers. 


Today’s royal 
engagements 

The Queen will visit Gore HOI 
Infants School Swindon at U 20: 
will visit tbe National Monuments 
Record Centre at 1130; will visit the 
Brmd Centre at 1225: will visit 
Lydiard Park at 12.55; wfl] visit 
Focus at 235: and wifi visit the 
Civic Offices at 3.30. 

The Princess Royal as president. 
Save the Children Fund, will visit 
die shop at 55 Newmarket Street. 
Ayr, at 1QJ0; as president, the 
Princess Royal Trust for Carers, 
will visit the South Ayrshire 
Carers Centre, 4044 Newmarket 
Street, Ayr, at 10.40: will open 
Keopon Produce factory, Newton 
Stewart Wigtownshire, at 1230; 
and will visit the new cinema. 35 
Victoria Street at 230. 

Princess Margaret will visit the 
Princess Margaret Royal Free 
School. Windsor. Berkshire, at 
TOO and open the Information 
Technology Centre. 

The Duchess of Gloucester, pa¬ 
tron. Medical Women's Federa¬ 
tion. will attend a reception at the 
Royal College of General Prac¬ 
titioners, 14 Princes Gale, SW7, at 
635 to marie the 80th anniversary 
of the federation; and as president 
Royal London Society for the 
Blind, will attend the limelight 
Ball at the Dorchester Hotel at 
7.45. 

The Duke of Kent president 
Royal Institution of Great Britain, 
will attend a discourse given by 
Mr Laurie Hall. Albemarle Street 
Wl. ai8J5. 

Sir Gilbert 
Longden 

A Thanksgiving Service for the life 
of Sir Gilbert James Morley 
Longden, MBE. will He held at 
Holy Trinity Church, Brampton 
Road, on Thursday. December 11. 
at noon. 

John Garnett 

A Memorial Service will be held 
for the life and work of John 
Garnett, CBE, at St Martin-in-the- 
Fields, London. WC2, on Thurs¬ 
day. December 4.1997, at 430pm. 
Tickets are available from The 
Society Secretary. 48 Bryans ton 
Square. London. Wl. Tel: 0171 262 
2401. A reception will be held ai 
The Industrial Society afterwards. 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS: Marie Curie, chemist, 
Nobel laureate 1903 and 1911. 
Warsaw. 1867; Leo Trotsky. Rus¬ 
sian Revohmoi leader. Yanovka. 
1879. 

DEATHS: Geoffrey Dawson. Edi¬ 
tor of 7V Times 1912-19. 192341, 
London. 1944; John Carmel 
Heenan. cardinal. Archbishop of 
Westminster 1963-75, London. 
1975; Gene Tunney. world heavy¬ 
weight boxing champion 1926-28, 
1978: Steve McQueen, Giro actor. 
Mexico. 1980. 


Service dinners 


The light Dragoons 
Princess Margaret Cotond-in- 
Chief of The Light Dragoons, 
attended the annual officers dinner 
held last night at the Cavalry and 
Guards Club. Brigadier CA.G. 
Wells. Colonel of the Regiment, 
presided. 

Southampton University Royal 
Naval Unit 

Captain A.N. Du Port, Deputy 
Director Training and Recruiting. 
Southampton University Royal 
Naval Unit, proposed the toast to 
the Immortal Memory of Admiral 
Nelson at a Trafalgar Night Din¬ 
ner held last night at Capeila 
House, Southampton. Lieutenam- 
Commander D J. Wyatt presided. 
7ih Middlesex Officers’ Oub 
Lieutenant-Colonel HA. Ingfeby- 
Madcenzie. Commanding Officer, 
The London Regiment, and Cap¬ 
tain J. Bulky. The London Regi- 



Su Pollard, the actress, 
is 48 today 

Birthdays 

today 

Mr Ian Balding, racehorse trainer. 
59; Mr John Barnes, footballer. 34; 
Air Mardial Sir John Donald. 70; 
Sir John Egan, chief executive, 
BAA. 58: the Rev Professor Chris¬ 
topher Evans. FBA. theologian, 88: 
Dr Charles Goodson-Wickes, for¬ 
mer MP. 52 Dr Billy Graham, 
evangelist. 79; Mrs Lucinda 
Green, horsewoman. 44; Lord 
Greenhill of Harrow. 84; Mr John 
Grieves, former senior partner, 
Freshfields. 62 Admiral Sir Nicho¬ 
las Hunt 67; Mr Michael 
Jackaman. former chairman. Al¬ 
lied Domecq, 62 Dame Gwyneth 
Janes, soprano. 61;- Mr Wolf 
Mankomtz. author. 73: Mr 
Charles Miller Smith, chief exec¬ 
utive. IC1. 58; Mr Jonathan 
Primer, racing driver, 41; Dr 
Ralegh Radford. FBA. andiaeolo- 
gist, 97; Air Marshal Sir Ronald 
Siuarr-Paul 63; Dame Joan 
Sutherland. OM, soprano. 71; Mrs 
Helen Suzman, DBE, South Af¬ 
rican politician. 80; Viscount 
Tenby, 70; Sir Anthony Wheeler, 
former President. Royal Scottish 
Academy, 78; Baroness White, 88; 
Mr Peter Wilby. former Editor. 
The Independent on Sunday, 53. 


ment, were the principal guests at 
the annual dinner of the 7th 
Middlesex Officers' Chib held last 
night at Oapham. Lieutenant- 
Cotone] J.D. Gunnell presided. 
Naval and Military Chib' 

His Honour Sir William Mae- 
pherson of Chmy was die guest of 
honour at the annual dinner of the 
Naval and Military Chib hdd last 
night at die dub. 

No I RAF Officers* Mess, 
Faroborongh 

at die DefaS^^esean^and 
Evaluation Agency. Famborough 
entertained members of No 1 RAF 
Officers'Mess at a dinner held last 
night at RAF Famborough id 
mark tbe 57th anniversajy of the 
Battle of Taranto, commander 

M.F. Phillips presided. Rear-Ad¬ 
miral R.T.R. Phillips. Assistant 
Chief of Defence Staff. Operational 


Requirements (Sea) was the prin¬ 
cipal guest. 

Service reception 

Royal College of Defence Studies 
Lieutenant-General S.C- Grant, 
C unu n an dam, Royal College of 
Defence Studies, and Mrs Grant 
with members of the college and 
their ladies, received the guests at a 
reception held last night at Seaford 
House, Belgravia, for ambas¬ 
sadors. defence advisers, service 

chiefs and friends of tile college. 

Reception 

Angto-Indonesi&n Society 

Mr Henry C Hainworth. Chairman 
of tbe Angfo-tndonesUn Society, was 
tbe host at a reception bdd Iasi night 
at the Cavendish Conference Centre. 
London Wl to . welcome the Indo¬ 
nesian Ambassador and Mis 
Rahanjjo Jamiotno la London. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


The Institute 
of Export 


May 1997 E xaminatio n Results 
The Professional Examination 
Part If Advanced Certificate in 
Overseas Trade 

Passes were awarded to die fojfow- 
ing candidates who satisfied (he 
examiners in Principles of Market¬ 
ing. Principles of law Relating to 
Overseas Trade. International 
Trade and Payments and Inter¬ 
national Physical Distribution:- 



Mr IU.M. Brett 
and Miss S.E. Bibby 
The engagement is announced 
between Daniel youngest son of 
nmnn and Mrs Peter Brett, of 
Canterbury, and Sarah, daughter 
of Mr and Mis Richard Bibby. of 
stanhope. County Durham. 
MrRJEJ. Gray 
and Miss CLE.L. Macpherson 
The engagement is announced 
between Richard Edmund John, 
elder son of Mr and Mrs Edmund 
Gray, of Elmhridge. Worcester¬ 
shire, and Caroline Emma Louisa, 
eldest daughter of Mr and the Han 

Mrs Ian feUwpherson. of East 

Wortington. Devon. 

Mr RJT. Harris 

and Miss N. Richards 

The engagement is announced 

between Russell elder son of Mr 

and Mrs D.E. Harris, of Gilwem, 

and Nicola, daughter of Mr and 

Mrs B. Richards, of Swansea. 

Mr H.M.R- Lnniby 
and Miss NJH. Marthaut 
The' engagement is announced 
between Hugh, eldest son of Mr 
and Mrs Antony Lumby. of North 
Cheriton. Somerset, and Natalie, 
daughter, of Captain - and Mrs 
Michael Marcham. of Woking. 
Surrey. — 

Mr J.W. Taylor 
and Mws A-H-M. Lewis 
The engagement is announced 
between John, son of Mr J.B. 
Taylor and the late Mrs Taylor, of 
Dulwich. London, and Alice, third 
daughter of His Honour Judge 
Esyr Lewis. QC. and Mrs Lewis, of 
Gray'S Inn, London. 


Mr P.N. Hussey 
and Miss NJ. Harney 
The enfpigement is announced 
between Paul, son of Mr and Mrs 
Roy Hussey, of Woodhara. Surrey, 
and Nicola, daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Brian Harney, of Cavendish. 
Suffolk. 

MrG.CS. Taylor 
and Miss G MacGiOnray 
Tbe engagement is announced 
between Graeme Charles Stuart 
Taylor, of Edinburgh, Scotland, 
and Clare MacGiffivray. of 
Islington, London. 

Dr CJ. Thornhill 
and Lady Hermione Graham 
The engagement is announced 
between Christopher John, son of 
Mr Hugh Thornhill and Mrs 
Marian Wilkinson, of Haworth, 
Yorkshire, and Hermione- 
Firraheth. daughter of the Duke 
and Duchess of Montrose. 

Mr MLB. Waterman 
and Miss GjA. Adams 
The engagement is announced 
between Marc, elder son of Mr 
and Mrs Geoffrey Waterman, of 
Middlesex, and Gis&e, elder 
daughter of Mr and Mrs David 
Adams, of London, W2. 

Marriage 

MrBJF. Goldsmith 
and Miss 6. Reytasddttur 
The marriage took, place on Octo¬ 
ber 25. at Bar-Sur-Loup. France, of 
Bruce, son of Mr and Mrs John 
Goldsmith, of Fbrdingbridge. 
Hampshire, to Omu. daughter of 
Anna Charlesdotrir and Rcynrr 
Gunnar Hjalmiysson. of Iceland..; 


Dinners 


Royal Warrant Holdm 
Mr Alan Britten. President of the 
Royal Warrant Holders Associ¬ 
ation, presided at the annual 
dinner hdd. last night at Grosve- 
nor House. The Earl of Lichfield 
andLorfBlyffiofJtowirigtDn'spdK. 
Foundation for Science 
and Technology 

Lord Jenkzn of Roding, Chairman 
of the Council of the Foundation 
for Science and Technology, pre¬ 
sided at a lecture and dinner 
discussion hdd last night at the 
Royal Society. Professor WLP.T.. 
James. Mr Michael P. Mackenzie 
and Ms Sheila McKechnie were 
the speakers. 

Defence, Press and Broadcasting 
Advisory Committee ... 

The Defence. Press and Broadcast¬ 
ing Advisory Committee hdd a 
dinner last night at Admiralty 
House to mark the retirement of 
the Vice Chairman. Mr Alastair. 
Stuart Mr Richard Moaranv 
Chairman' of the .Committee, 
presided. 

London Solicitors litigation 
Association (LSLA} 

The London Sofidttns litigation 
Associatio n hdd its Annual Din-, 
neriast night aitbe LawSbridyV 


HalL The President Mr Richard 
Evans and Mrs Elisabetta Evans 
along with the Committee of the 
13 LA were hosts to the Solicitor 
General Lord Falconer of 
Thornton, QC Lady Falconer, Mr 
Joshua Rozenberg (BBC Legal' 
Correspondent) and other distin¬ 
guished guests. 


At Home 

Lord Mayor 

The lord Mayor was At Home at . 
the Mansion House yesterday to 
members of the Court of Aider- 
men, Court of Common Council' 
representatives of the Church, City- 
and Civic organisations. HM Ju¬ 
diciary and City Livery Companies ■ 

. and their ladies. 


Service luncheon . J 

4tb Indian Division 
The 4th Indian' Division (1939- ’ 
1947) Officers’ Association held 
ibeir annual luncheon yesterday at 
the Nava] and Military Club. 
MajarRJ. Henderson, chairman, 
’presided. Colonel Viscount Slim 
' was among the guests. 
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Weep for tin d malt ha has 
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map for Iba fool: 1 m baa 
okanlemo(Uivtti.inap 
law tattMrfy for Um ted. for 
bo Is at rast; bat the fooTs 
Ufa Is nor s o than death, 
telaataattan 22 :11 


BIRTHS 


ADHttOM - On October 28th 
1997 at tba Chelsea aad 
Westminster Hospital, 
London, (o Jenny (Me Hall) 
and Chris. ■ son. Jack, ■ 
brother for Jan. Happy 4th 
Birthday pn. 

ATHERTON - On November 5th 
1997, to Juliet (nde 
Alexander) and Panl, a 
daughter, Florence Bose 
Alexander, a slater for 
Scarlett. 

AYUFFE - On November 1st at 
Chelsea aad Westminster, to 
Louise and Will, a son, 
Frederick (Freddie) Jack. 

BAND - On 4th November at 
Salt Inks CUT. Utah, to Ned 
aad MaHssa, a p ted oo s son. 
Noah, grandson for SnxstUM 
and Eric Band of Beckenham. 
Ifflt sntf Sndn of 

Ogden. Utah. USA. 

BERKO - On October 27th at 
Tbe Portland Hospital, to 
Carole (nde Simons) and 
David, a daughter, 5abrim 
Eve Grace, a sister for 

Or arjin lf mil CutfiLUS, 

FACOM - On October 31st at 
The Portland Hospital, to 
Nicola (n<e Perrier) and 
Bertrand, a son, Jamas, a 
brother for Thomas. 

FOLKESTONE - On November 
4th, to William and Moo. a 
daughter. 

MCKS - On November 4th, to 
Philippa (rttfe Burge) and 
Edward, a daughter, 

JAOQS - On October 23rd. to 
Richard and Rebecca, a 
daughter, Isabel Catherine, a 
f i i m w for TZkonaa. 

JOHNSON - To Sarah (ado 
Thompson) aad EOald, os 
November 6th at home tn 
West London, a daughter, 
Agatha Charlotte Ettoda, a 
staler ter Tycho, Edith and 
Leo. 

MASSEY - On November 2nd 
1997 at the East Surrey 
Hospital, to Alison (nde 
Ahexnan) and William. a 
son. Oliver Frank ChgCU. a 
brother for Tom. 

PETERMAN > On October 31st 
at The Portland Hospital, to 
Renata and Nell, a son, 
Samuel Marc Elijah, a 
brother for Lily. 

permit - On 5th Noremlwr 
1997 at Wycombe Hospital, 
to Sarah (nee Ch urchin) and 
CnA* son, AlfleOsoffirey, a 
brother for Rods. Cod Blass. 

STOANOU-Ob 4th November 
1 997 at the Royal 
Hampstead to Katherine 
(m Bolger) and Nicholas, a 
mo. Fatxokloe Nic h o las. 

STRICKLAND - On October 
26 th, to Ivan aad Clam Cade 
Robins) Strickland, a son. 
WUUam Henry. 

YOUNG - On November 4tb at 
The Portland Hospital, to 
Holly (ode BeMnghmn) and 
John, a son. Andrew John 
Bellingham, an adorable 
brother for gorgeous Sophie. 


GOLDEN 

ANNIVERSARIES 



DEATHS _ 

ANDES SOM TYMR - On 
November 4th 1997 In a 
London hospital, Adrian, 
deeply loving and beloved 
husband of Lesley, devoted 
father, father-in-law and 
grandfat her. A perfect gentle 
knight- Puneral service and 
huau ue m at St lames-cbe- 
Less. Nutley, E. Sussex, on 
T hursday November 13th at 
11 am. Enquiries. Dover* or 
If desired donations to 
Nntley P-CjC. A/C 
(Ch urch yard Oufld) clo EJL 
Brooke k Son, Ravaaaafc, 
AUlngton Road. Newtek, SL 
Sussex, teh (01826) 722896 
or (01444) 454391. 

BAILEY- Colin, FJ. M e ch T died 
pea c efu lly on 5th November 
at West Wittering Naming 
Hom e. Beloved husba n d of 
tbe late Emily, loving father 
of Anno and Margaret, much 
loved and devoted 
grandfather of Sarah, 


BIRTHDAYS 


FOR SALE 


FHASBI - On 3rd November 
1997 peacefully at home, 
Anita, beloved wHS of MSfeay, 
mother of Brian and Cheryl 
stater to Brie, Robert, Walter, 
Victor. Jerome, Stadia, Mazy, 
Yalrlsa and ED*, 
grandmother to Rudl and 
Klin, wm be sadly missed. 

GLOVER - On November 5th 
1997 nyllto Muriel aged 94 
years of Tew Tree Cottage, 
Pytchley, ranch loved aunt of 
Alyson and Gina Glover, 
devoted great-a unt of 
A d rian . Tula and wmtam 
Spooner, Max and Tom 
Loaaada. Jerslta Eaynmand 
great-great-aunt of Holly 
Moody and Edward Spooner 
Funeral Service at Pytchley 
Parish Church on Friday 
Nove mber 14th at 230 pm. 
Family flowers only pinna 
but a desired do na ti on s for 
Pytchley Paxtah Church cfo 
JacJr Warwick Funeral 
Director, telr Kettering 
(01536) 485635. 


MALCOUA-Suddenly at home 
on 3rd November, Ruth 
Margaret Foyer, aged 88, 
widow of Conn, mother of 
lan and Alastair and 
grandmother of Andrew and 
William. Funeral 

arrangements to be 


MANIW - George an November 
5th at Old Alrasfmd. He ats . 
HU was t hought fully camd 
for by the staff aad win be 
much nrtssert by bta Jovlag 
wife. Service at Aldershot 

November 12lh atZOSOimL 
No flowers please. 
Donations, If desired, to 
Cancer Research do Jno. 
Steel ft So n, Owen H ocae, 
Winchester SQ23 OHO. 


a MHO. At tat, my young tofu, 
SINCLAIR HOGS - Gillian SS ** ** 

Evaline Ruth on 1st hmgnr —ysmmc, Eng. - 

November after a long •*•*■*£_ h' V'i 1 *. to your 
masss bravely boom aged gtotatay. temtann tevs slweys 

70 years at Staeun Coart ™* > "Tu-- 

Nursing Home, Keighley, ■ «—w l ^wnim That* to* m 

West TadraUn (formerly of * IWI F IS .---- 

London W8). Devoted 

mother and grandmother. ________ 

Shawm he deeply mtased by SERVICES 
her family and friends. 

Fsasral win bta place at 


FLIGHTS 

DIRECTORY 


- 1791-1997 other 
IHs Reedy ter pwt- 


LEGAL NOTICES 


The Xneo t ve ncy Act 1986 


tlnmmm SmB tlHwMifewe. 
bra 1997 at lOUam ter tbe 
ruiinneie menttoned in Sectkm 
99 to iox at dm said Act. 
Creditors wtaMnc to vote ar On 

SSSsSSffeS&SSS 


80 “«• *w JWlall Lodge; 
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ez— ra 















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































I-l 



THE TIMES FRIDAY NOVEMBER 71997 


25 


Obituaries 


Sir Isaiah Berim, OM, CBE, PBA. 
philosopher and first President of 
Wolfcon College, Oxford, died 
yesterday aged 88. He was bora in 
Riga, Latvia, on Jcme 6,1909. 


SIR ISAIAH BERLIN 
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S ir Isaiah Berlin was for many 
years one of the most influential 
figures in the intellectual life of 
the country, and also one of the 
most original. The part he played in the 
soda! and intellectual worlds of London 
and Oxford is very difficult to describe, 
because it was unique. It owed very little 
to any achieved position and status, but 
was due rather to the richness of his mind, 
his brilliance in conversation, his person¬ 
al charm, and to the g enerosity with 
which he put his famous abilities at the 
disposal of others, without stint or 
calculation. He had a very unusual 
number of dose friends, as much outride 
as within the academic world, all of whom 
felt entirely at ease with him. and who 
sought his advice, and loved to talk to 
him. Also, it was characteristic that he 
had met, in a totally unplanned way, and 
as it were by chance; Raid, Einstein, 
Picasso, Stravinsky, and most of the out¬ 
standing writers, musicians, and thinkers 
of his time. 

He was an exceptionally warm and 
responsive person, certainly not formida¬ 
ble, in spite of the famous speed and 
allusiveness of his conversation. It was 
always evident that he responded immed¬ 
iately to the individual character of the 
people that he met and that he was 
genuinely interested in them. He was a 
benevolent mimic of personal styles. He 
was at all stages of his life consulted by 
many men and women on all kinds of 
professional and personal problems, and 
he was outstandingly shrewd and consci¬ 
entious in hying to fit square pegs into 
square holes. Not oily was he one of 
die best; and best known, lecturers on 
both sides of the Atlantic, but he was 
also caie of the most successful teachers of 
graduate students. Wherever insight into 
die differences between individuals was 
required, Berlin showed a restless power 
to penetrate beneath the surface, whether 
among the distinguished dead or among 
the living, distinguished and undistin¬ 
guished alike. 

Isaiah Berlin was born in Riga, the only 
child of Mendel and Marie Berlin. His 
parents were Russian, and his father was 
a businessman who moved to London 
shortly after the revolution. In later life 
Berlin could still recall scenes foam the 
Russian Revolution, which he had wit¬ 
nessed as a. child. In London he had to 
learn English as his second language at 
the age of ten. From St Paul's School he 
went in 1928. with a scholarship, to 
Corpus Christ? College. Oxford He 
obtained first class honours in Grea ts (lit . 
Hum) and in Modem Greats (PIPE). 

Even as an undergraduate it was 
remarked of him that ms rooms in college 
were “always a place of resorT. He was 
elected to a fellowship by examination at 
*11 Souls College in 1932, and he remained 
closely connected with All Souls in 
different capacities for the rest of. his life, 
with only a short interval before and 
immediately after the war. hi 1938 he 
succeeded R. H. S. Crossman as a fellow 
and tutor in philosophy at New College, 
then under the waidenship of H. A- L. 
Fisher (who was one of tire first to 
recognise how outstanding his gifts were). 

In addition to regular tutoring and 
lecturing on philosophy, he began the • 
study of Kari Marx and of Marxism 
which was to issue in 1939 in his author¬ 
itative and original book Kari Marx His 
Life and Environment ; which was first 
published in the Home University Li¬ 
brary but went through a number of 


editions (the most recent in 197S). He had 
a wide and deep knowledge of the history 
of European socialism and of the origins 
and continuing developments of Russian 
communism. 

His own philosophical position was 
formed as a critical response to the new 
analytical philosophy which came to Ox¬ 
ford in the immediate prewar and 
postwar years, having as its forebears the 
logical positivism of the Vienna Circle and 
Wittgenstein’s lectures in Cambridge. 
Berlin acknowledged and enjoyed the 
intellectual excitement which the new 
philosophy brought to Oxford, bot he was 
not convinced by the more drastic anti- 
metaphysical polemics of the logical 
positivists, nor by the daira that all the 
problems erf philosophy are problems 
arising from linguistic confusion. 

It was a characteristic tribute to him 
that a group of the younger analytical 
philosophers chose his rooms in which to 
meet regularly for discussions from 1936 
until the outbreak of war, and that the two 
dominant philosophers in the group, J. L 
Austin arid A. f. Ayer, were both his 
friends, though certainly not friends of 
one another. Berlin’s crindsra of the more 
sweeping claims of logical positivism 
were published in three powerful and 
original articles in philosophical journals, 
and reprinted in his Concepts and 
Categories (1978). 

In the second year of the war, Berlin’s 
life underwent an abrupt change, which 
was ultimately to lead him away from 
Oxford philosophy. He was, first, ap¬ 
pointed to the Ministry of Information in 
New York, and then, in 1942, joined the 
British Embassy in Washington as a first 
secretary under Lord Halifax, a fellow of 
All Souls who had a strong personal 
regard for him and a high opinion of his 
judgment. Berlin quickly became a widely 
known and greatly respected figure in die 
political society of Washington, his admir¬ 
ers ranging from Felix Frankfurter and 
\Valter Iippmann to Katharine Graham 
and Joseph Akcp. His delight in observ¬ 
ing personal idiosyncrasies and incom¬ 
patibilities made him an excellent political 
observer in a country where personality 
counts much more don party. 

His reports to die Foreign Office on the 
political scene in die United States 
became famous in Whitehall for their 
colourful and amusing descriptions of 
personalities and of their motives, which 
made them vastly more readable than 
official dispatches are supposed to be. 
They strongly appealed to Churchill, who 
insisted an seeing them unabridged and 
on meeting their author. There was a 
mistake and the guest invited to lunch in 
Downing Street, and surprised to find 
himselfplaced next to a disgruntled Prime 
Minister, was the songwriter Irving 
Berlin. 

For die resr of his life, Isaiah Berlin 
remained a familiar figure in Washing¬ 
ton, in New York and at Harvard, 
returning often to lecture, and in later life 
to visit his many friends. He was 
appointed CBE in 1946 for his work at the 
embassy, and was elected to honorary 
fellowships by at least ten American 
universities, a testimony to his unique 
reputation in the academic community 
there. 

From the early Thirties onwards, 
Zionism and, later. Israel were never for 
from his thoughts. He returned repeated - 
ty to Israel as a visitor. He had a thorough 
knowledge of Jewish history and of 
Jewish institutions and personalities. He 
enjoyed the friendship arid confidence of 
Chaim Weizmann and wrote a brilliant 
essay about him, as well as one about 
Moses Moses, an early Zionist, and 
another about Lewis Namier and his ties 
to Zionism. English friends who visited 



Israel with him found that he had a 
peculiar and quaskrffidal standing there, 
as the most respected of all free- 
thinking Jews of the Diaspora, and that 
as earlier at Oxford, his hotel room in 
Jerusalem immediately became "a place 
of resort". He strongly disapproved of the 
aggressive nationalism of recent Likud 
governments and of the religious parties, 
and he supported the Peace Now move¬ 
ment in Israel which opposes territorial 
expansion. 


itury 
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B in politics in the mould’ of John 
Stuart Mill, but he drew some of 
his inspiration from Russian 
sources, specifically from- Bdinksy and 
Herzen, about whom he wrote brilliant 
essays, published in Russian Thinkers 
(197S). He abhorred the Leninism of some 
fellow-travelling intellectuals in the West 
In all his publications and lectures he 
defended the value which was for him 
overriding: the value of individuality and 
human diversity, and of any relaxed 
political and soda] conditions which 
allowed it to flourish. He was suspicious 
of all general schemes of human improve¬ 
ment that do not take account of the 
peculiarities of local history and of local 
social conditions, because he believed that 
they must lead to enforced conformity and 
therefore to tyranny. He wished eccentric¬ 
ities to be protected, when they were both 
authentic and harmless, and unforced 
national differences to be respected. 

During a wartime conversation in a 
transatlantic aeroplane with the distin¬ 


guished American logician Scheffer, Ber¬ 
lin came to realise mar his real interest 
was in the history of political thought 
rather than in philosophical analysis in 
a narrow sense. Even before he was 
appointed Professor of Social and Political 
Theory ar Oxford in 1957. he had 
developed a style of lecturing cn political 
thought which attracted very large and 
enthusiastic audiences of undergradu¬ 
ates, and his talks on the history of 
thought broadcast by the BBC Third 
Programme brought an unparalleled 
response from listeners. 

It was his distinctive achievement when 
lecturing to be extremely serious and ex¬ 
tremely amusing at the same time. 
Reconstructing social theories of the past, 
he related them to the temperament of 
thinkers and to the details of their 
inheritance and upbringing. The sceptical 
attitude behind his lecmres, published 
and unpublished, was dose to that of 
David Hume, but he was less abstract 
than Hume in his criticism, because he 
was a master of the telling derail and the 
odd quirk in a person's history which 
reveals his true nature. 

When he gave the Mellon Lectures in 
Washington on German Romanticism, a 
very large audience, much of it far from 
academic, remained to the end. undaunt¬ 
ed by a torrent of unknown German 
names flashing past in Berlin's headlong 
manner. It is reported that when he gave 
a course of lectures at Columbia Univer¬ 
sity in New' York a phenomenon was ob¬ 
served that has not been seen there before 
or since: the audience at the end of the 


course was considerably larger than at the 
beginning. 

In 1966-67, his life took a new direction 
for the second rime when he became the 
firsr president of Woifson College. Oxford, 
and resigned his professorship. He said at 
the time that he look this step into 
administration, away from his natural 
inclinations, as a kind of thank-offering to 
Britain. He was very much more than the 
first president of the new college: he was 
in effect its founder, like an ardiibishop of 
the Middle Ages, havjng found and put 
together the very large sum of money 
necessary for an endowment. The univer¬ 
sity had proposed a college without an 
endowment and without the power to 
select its own fellows. Having successfully 
approached the Ford Foundation and the 
Woifson Foundation, Berlin negotiated 
with the university, step by step, to 
establish a real and self-governing college 
for graduate students, with a splendid 
modem building on the Cherwell. Given 
the rigidities of university planning, this 
was an extraordinary triumph of skill and 
energy, and the college — which makes 
uniquely generous provision for families 
and indulges in no college pomposities — 
is much loved and greatly aspired to by 
home and overseas students alike. Its 
customs, and particularly its common 
room arrangements, reflect something of 
the humanity, freedom from prejudice 
and openness to the world of its first 
president: 

In 1974 Berlin became president of 
the British Academy, and in 1975 he 
resigned as president of Woifson. But he 
continued to supervise and to advise 
graduate students interested in political 
thought or in Russian studies. “The place 
of resort" continued as always, and a 
scream of foreign scholars came to talk to 
him. His fame extended across Europe, 
and he received the Erasmus Prize in 1983 
and the Agnelli International Prize for 
Ethics in 1987. 

He was for many years a director of the 
Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, and 
he was also a trustee of the National 
Gallery. His scattered articles and printed 
lectures continued to appear in a collected 
edition edited by Henry Hardy, which 
included also a magnificent set of memo¬ 
rial addresses in praise of friends — 
Maurice Bowra, Hubert Henderson, 
Chaim Weizmann. Richard Pares, Lewis 
Namier, Edmund Wilson among others. 
Fterhaps the mast romantic and moving of 
all his essays on persons is his account of 
his two visits (1945 and 1957) to the Soviet 
Union: the essay has the title Two Russian 
Poets , and concerns Boris Pasternak and 
Anna Akhmatova, with both of whom he 
established strong personal ties. 
Akhmatova addressed some of her later 
poems to him. 

Outstanding among his publications 
are The Hedgehog and the Far (1953): 
Historical Inevitability (1954). an essay on 
Tolstoy; 7Wo Concepts of Liberty (1959), 
his inaugural lecture as professor at 
Oxford, which introduced a very influen¬ 
tial distinction between positive and 
negative conceptions of freedom: Russian 
Thinkers (1978), on 19th-century thought 
and the intelligentsia, and Against the 
Current (1979), essays on Machiavelli, 
Vico, and on various critics of scientific 
optimism and the Enlightenment There 
is a unity of point of view in ali these 
essays — and, indeed, in subsequent 
works of collected pieces such as The 
Study of Reality: Studies in Ideas and 
their History (19%) and The Proper Study 
of Mankind (1997); the point of view’ is 
libera] and pluralistic in ethics through¬ 
out, but Berlin never shared Mill's belief 
in the possibility of some radical reform of 
society. He believed that human aspira¬ 
tions and ideals are incurably divergent 


and can not be made harmonious without 
violence and suffering. 

Part of the charm of his writing, and 
part of its wide appeal, comes from the 
spontaneity of a speaking force. The tone 
is far from academic, being rather 
worldly and free, even free-wheeling. 
Berlin had no ambition to produce a great 
work, an impressive monument of prose. 
His nature required that his work should 
be scattered and various and not confined 
to a single discipline, and that it should be 
accidental, in the sense of being a 
response to some demand made upon him 
rather than planned on his own initiative. 
In respect of his public performances, he 
thought of himself as a taxi rather than as 
a hired car. 

His hero was Alexander Herzen, to 
whose memoirs he wrote an introduction. 
Classical music of the classical age. 
together with Italian opera, were always 
at the centre of his life, and his bias 
towards Rossini and Verdi conveyed his 
sense of pleasure and his love of the 
uninhibited expression of feeling. 

But, finally, it has to be said that his 
extraordinary hold upon the minds and 
affections of very different people in 
several generations probably owed more 
to the delight of his conversation and ro 
the innate benevolence and humanity of 
his personality than to his books, which 
have only been fully appreciated ar their 
true worth in his later years. There was 
never the slightest suggestion of pretence 
or of self-assertion, or of the desire to 
dominate which sometimes accompany 
great intellectual powers and a worldwide 
academic reputation. 

H e was genuinely surprised by 
his own apparent eminence 
and by the accolades he 
received and the admiration 
which he evoked in many different dreles; 
as a young man he had not expected 
anything of the kind, and this surprise 
was always evident in his manner. He did 
not aspire to be learned in any one 
discipline, but he had a great range of 
accurate knowledge and this enteral in 
fascinating detail into his conversation: 
knowledge of contemporary personalities 
in England. Europe and the United 
States, of Russian life and literature, of 
Jewish history, of the history of philoso¬ 
phy and the history of music, of the 
history of scholarship and political theory 
and of much of modem European history. 

He had a wonderful memory, both 
capacious and exact, and, if asked, he 
might for instance, recall the titles and 
plots of some fifty or more Jules Verne 
novels. His older friends used to complain 
that his immense range of knowledge was 
inexplicable, since he always seemed to be 
either talking or listening to music, and as 
a young man he was scarcely ever found 
just reading. Yet his memory for people, 
dead and alive, was prodigious in its 
long reach and in its detail. He was a 
constant source of gaiety and of light¬ 
ness among friends, and he was always 
attracted to gaiety and to originality in 
others. It was readily seen that he was 
deeply serious and reflective, both in his 
moral and in his aesthetic concerns, but 
he was never solemn. He shared with 
David Hume that quality which caused 
Hume to be called in France le bon 
David: the power to spread the enjoyment 
of life around him. 

Isaiah Berlin was knighted in 1957. 
His admission in 1971 to the Order of 
Merit leading to his being its senior 
commoner member, was an appropriate 
recognition of his many-sided eminence, 
including public service alongside aca¬ 
demic achievement 
In 1956 he married Aline (nee de 
Gunzbourg), who survives him. 
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MERCHANT SHIPPING 
(ACCIDENT REPORTING AND 
INVESTIGATION) 
REGULATIONS 1994 
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27 October 1597. 
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CHILDREN ON DIALYSIS 


need oar love and practical support, 
not just today but everyday. 

Sadly, money cannot boy healthy kidneys but it 
can make life worth having. 

’ Donations urgently needed by 

Hie British Kidney Patient 

Association, 

Bontoo, Hants, OU35 97Z. 
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FOR SALE 


ROYAL 
COLLEGE OF 
PAEDIATRICS 
AND CHILD 
HEALTH 

The Royal College of 
Paediatrics and Child 
Health is moving from 5 
St Andrews Place, 
Regents Park to new 
premises in central 
London. 

From Monday 
10 November 1997 
our new address 
will be: 

50 HaDaxn Street, 
London WIN 6DE 

Tel 0171307 5600 
Fax 0171 307 5601 

THE COLLEGE OFFICE 
WILL BE CLOSED 
BETWEEN FRIDAY 7 
AND SUNDAY 9 
NOVEMBER AND WILL 
REOPEN ON MONDAY 10 
NOVEMBER 1997 




CHRISTMAS GIFT GUIDE 


•» 


appearing bi the ’Weekend' section cfjlte Tima and die ‘Style' section of the Sunday times 
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‘BUY 3 WEEXEND PaCaXaGES AND GET THE ATH WEEKEND FREEH! 

70 DISPLAY YOUR GIFT IDEAS IN ONE OF THE LARGEST SHOP WINDOWS IN THE 
COUNTRY. CALL THE VTFT GUIDE‘ TEAM NOW ON: 

0171 680 6801/0171 680 6893 
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JOHN BLACKWELL 


John Blackwell, 
publisher, died from a 
heart attack on 
November 5 aged 
60. He was born on 
October 23, 1937. 

JOHN BLACKWELL was 
one of the great publisher's 
editors, indeed almost the last 
of that glorious pre-corporate 
breed. At the end of the ]960s 
he joined Seeker & Warburg, 
where Frederic Warburg and 
David Fairer were formidable 
presences, and Tom Rosenthal 
was about to become one. All 
were outstanding editors and 
impassioned supporters of 
their serious authors. Black- 
well sustained — and more 
than sustained — the spirit 
that made this the house that 
so many authors wanted, or 
were proud, to belong to. 

He worked with Angus Wil¬ 
son. sometimes guiding the 
final shape and structure of 
his ever more complex and 
Dickensian texts. His stable of 
writers came to include Andre 
Brink, J. M. Coetzee, Saul Bel¬ 
low (ar times). Michael Moor¬ 
cock, George V. Higgins, Tom 
McGuane, Tom Sharpe. Mal¬ 
colm Bradbury, David Lodge. 
Louis de Bemieres and Guy 
Bellamy. 

He also promoted the 
remarkable list of modern 
European authors, from 
Thomas Mann to Gunter 
Grass and Italo Cal vino, 
which made Seeker a key 
publisher of international and 
modernist writing. He was a 
wonderful editor of fiction and 
works of scholarship: an ideal 
editor for writers whose work 
embraced both fiction and 
academic research. In recent 
years he concentrated, finally 
as a freelance, on a list of his 
own selection. 

For his authors it was a 
form of fearful pleasure to 
deliver a manuscript- The text 
was meticulously read and 
studied; the structure was ana¬ 
lysed-and considered, errors 



and infelicties were eradicat¬ 
ed, foreign quotations were 
examined to destruction, and 
the scholarship was tested, 
often in the most arcane ways. 
Telephone calls explcupg 
strange byways of the subject 
could come at any time of day 
or night His letters were 
wonderful, indeed fully wor¬ 
thy of publication, 

Sudden visits would occur, 
with Blackwell bringing out a 
onoe-pristine manuscript now 
extensively marked with 
yellow strips. Queries would 
arise of such complexity that 
days or weeks had to be 
assigned to explore points 
raised by his learning, scepti¬ 
cism, linguistic knowledge, 
exuberant curiosity and amaz¬ 
ing memory. Because he was 
the most genial and convivial 
of editors this was done in a 
mood of appreciative delight 
Rumour said that authors 
whose manuscripts failed 
Blackwell standards would 
receive odd night-time visits: 


wads of critical queries depos¬ 
ited through the letter box 
before the bearer disappeared 
mysteriously into the London 
gloom. 

John Blackwell was born in 
Coventry, went to the city's 
King Henry VHI Grammar 
School, and entered naval 
intelligence for his National 
Service in 1955. He learnt 
Russian on a Scottish pig- 
farm, trained as a spy in 
intelligence and acquired vari¬ 
ous arts of secrecy, arcane 
knowledge and self-disguise 
which never quite left him. 

Fran then on, it becomes 
impossible to be precise about 
a man so suited to mystery. At 
a time of Cold War tension 
and the Gary Powers crisis, he 
audited Russian radio air- 
traffic some say in a hut in 
Turkey, others in a submarine 
off Cyprus, others in the 
Baltic, probably all three. 

He went to Jesus College, 
Cambridge, from I9S8 to 1961, 
read English, and . there met 


his wife Pamela, whom he 
married in 1966. After a spell 
as a hospital orderly, school¬ 
teacher and kitchen porter, he 
edited the journal of the Iron 
and Steel Institute (which 
explains his intimate knoiv- 
ledge of Paxton and Bessemer 
Process with which he some¬ 
times confronted authors]. He 
was a deeply convivial man 
and an instinctive bohemian, 
yet one whose personal life 
remained obscure. 

What is certain is that he 
treated writing and publish¬ 
ing with an intense serious¬ 
ness foreign to the age of 
communications conglomer¬ 
ates, accountant management, 
open-plan offices and corpo¬ 
rate bonom lines. The task 
was simple: the publication of 
good books, studied books, 
complicated books, thoughtful 
books, books that took a long 
time to write, digest and 
achieve proper recognition. 
For each he would spend days 
considering typefaces, testing 
layouts, writing perfect jacket 
copy, refining proofs. 

When Seeker & Warburg 
moved from Georgianised 
houses in Bloomsbury and 
Soho to Micbelin House and 
the Vauxhall Bridge Road, his 
long hours, night-time stints, 
pub conferences and sceptic's 
view of dock-time grew more 
out of place, and increasingly 
he worked from home. 

For him, publishing did not 
belong to suits, conference 
rooms and corporate network- 
ers, but to authors and books; 
books were not generic objects 
or commodities, but the 
strange workings of mind 
their authors tracked. He was 
the kind of editor one wrote 
for, the first ideal reader 
whose judgment counted 
most. He was a carver of wood 
and, in later years, a great 
skier and lover of mountains. 

He leaves his widow, Pame¬ 
la, and a group of writers 
whose work would not be as it 
is without him. 
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Interest rate rise hits shares 

B Interest rates rose for the fifth time since the general election 
to their highest level for five years, raising fears of higher 
mortgages early in the new year. 

The Bank of England's decision to increase base rates by a 
quarter point to 725 per cent only days after the stock market 
suffered a severe collapse stunned the City and was 
immediately condemned by businesses and leading 
politicians— -Page 1 

Saudi nurses documentary dropped 

B A BBC documentary alleging that the two British nurses 
tried for murder in Saudi Arabia were framed has been 
dropped after pressure from the Foreign Office and their 
families. Diplomats fear that it will jeopardise moves by the 
Saudi courts to cut the jail sentences - Page 1 


Bare-headed justice 

The Lord Chancellor wants to 
sweep away the ancient trappings 
of his office by scrapping the 
traditional 17th-century costume 
of wig and rights and calling 
his ministry a Justice Depart¬ 
ment...Page I 

US backs down 

The United States backed away 
from a military strike against 
Iraq despite strong evidence that 
President Saddam Hussein was 
hiding sensitive weapon-making 
equipment—;_Pages 1.17 

IRA split 

The IRA's “quartermaster-gener¬ 
al" who has control over huge 
stocks of arms has left the hier¬ 
archy in protest over the protract¬ 
ed peace negotiations-Page 2 

One that got away 

The former editor of an angling 
newspaper was cleared of encour¬ 
aging his readers to kill cormo¬ 
rants. a protected bird_Page 3 

Explosive toys 

After children were found playing 
with live shells in Liverpool a 
police investigation led to a ware¬ 
house filled with 20 rusting Rus¬ 
sian-built tanks.—-Page 5 

Sofa summit 

Tony Blair intends to show the 
French that they lag behind Brit¬ 
ain in the style stakes — so he has 
invited President Chirac and 
Prime Minister Lionel Jospin to a 
sofa summit__Page S 


Animal testing ban 

The immediate ban on testing 
cosmetic products on animals 
will result in only 250 fewer rab¬ 
bits, guinea-pigs and rats being 
used each year_Page 10 

Diana inquiry 

An excessive amount of time, en¬ 
ergy and money is being spent on 
the investigation into the death of 
Diana, Princess of Wales. French 
police have complained.. Page 11 

Storms kill 31 

At least 31 people drowned in 
Spain and Portugal as violent 
storms swept across the Iberian 
peninsula, causing widespread 
floods-Page 15 

Belgian BSE row 

The Belgian Government was en¬ 
gulfed in embarrassment when it 
emerged that the country's first 
cow to succumb to BSE had mis¬ 
takenly been turned into animal 
feed which was sold to the Dutch 
and the Poles_._Page 16 

Yangtze Dam finished 

The last massive rock will drop 
into place tomorrow on the con¬ 
troversial Three Gorges Dam on 
the mighty Yangtze River, block¬ 
ing the main course —— Page IS 

Drug mystery 

When a fugitive Mexican drug 
trafficker died after plastic sur¬ 
gery and liposuction to alter his 
appearance, the circumstances of 
his demise sparked a national 
mystery—- - Page 19 


Yves Montand’s body to be dug up 

B A pans court ordered that the body of Yves Montand, the 
French film actor who died six years ago. should be dug up for 
DNA testing to settle a long-running paternity dispute. For 
eight years Aurore Drossard, 22, has fought a legal battle to be 
recognised as the daughter of Montand, the Italian-born actor 
who was married to actress Simone Signoret-Page I 
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Bavarian farmers' wives on their way to pray to the patron saint of animals during the St Leonhard Day celebrations at Bad Toelz 
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Life deal Imminent Life Assurance 
Holding Corporation, set up by 
Lord Rothschild and Sir Mark 
Weinberg two years ago. is be¬ 
lieved to be in talks to acquire GAN 
Life_Page 27 

Bonus: Boots expects more than 11 
million customers to make use of 
its Advantage loyally cards by die 
end of next year, making it the most 
widely-held loyalty card in the 

UK_Pages 27, 29 

Really motoring: UK sales of Rolls- 
Royce limousines 'and Bentleys 
doubled last month just as execu¬ 
tives at Vickers discussed plans to 
sell off the business_Page 27 

Markets: The FTSE 100 fell 44.5 to 
4,863.8. Sterling rose to 1033, rising 
1.63 cents to $1.6919 and 2.44 pfen¬ 
nigs to DM2.9116 —-Page 30 




Football: The FA Youth Cup, in 
which players such as Ryan Giggs 
and David Beckham, George Best 
and Paul Gascoigne first attracted 
national attention, is to be spon¬ 
sored by The Times - Page 52 

Tennis: A fusillade of aces enabled 
Greg Rusedski to join Tim Hen¬ 
man in the last eight of the Stock¬ 
holm Open. Rusedski beat Lionel 
Roux, of France. 6-4.7-6—Page 52 

Rugby union: Lloyds TSB was con¬ 
firmed as the first backer of the five 
nations’ championship in a wide- 
ranging sponsorship deal worth 

£12 million_Page 49 

Racing: Singspiel. winner of many 
international races, was farced out 
of the Breeders' Cup meeting after 
fracturing a carmorhbane and faces 
a battle to be saved-Page 47 





Housebound: “The hostility to Mr 
Smith’s proposal is now so wide¬ 
spread that I fed I must spring to 
his defence" — Richard Morrison 
an Covent Garden-Page 34 

Bectrtfytng: Peter Stothard finds 
powerful modem resonances in a 
fine production of Sophocles's Elec- 
tra with Zoe Wanamaker, now 

transferred to London-Page 35 

Pop and more: Singer Finley 
Quaye on multicultural Britain; 
David Sinclair an new albums; and 
Caitlin Moran on the use of great 
songs in adverts-Pages 36,37 

Right Pryce: He sang on stage as 
Fagin, played Juan Peron opposite 
Madonna on screen, is the latest 
Bond villain, and now Jonathan 
Pryce is a First World War 
psychiatrist---Page 38 


TOMORROW 


IN THE TIMES 

■ METRO 

Pop group Fun Lovin’ 
Criminals prove that 
despite appearances, 
they; are not so hard 

V 

■ WEEKEND 
Check out the Indian 
honeymoon hotel of 
Wfiliam Hague and 
Ffion Jenkins 


F»«tilom Wmter sees a shorter look 
with a schoolgirl twist — Page 20 
Heavy hitter: Lord Irvine of Lairg is 
one of the most powerful politicians 
in the GovenunenL Yet he has 
chosen backstage—--Page 21 


Change on 4: In his first interview 
since taking over. Michael Jackson 

reveals his plans-——. Page 39 

Auntie’s new babies: Could extra 
services prove too much for the 

BBC___—Page 40 

Island boss: Employees of Island 
Records could be forgiven for heav¬ 
ing a sigh of relief after the depar¬ 
ture of Chris Blackwell— Page 42 


Broke: A desperate air hangs oyer 
the country's 446 further education 

colleges—. ..—--Page 44 

Green Angers: Imperial College 
fmed with enthusiasm as young 
naturalists. Professor David Bella¬ 
my in their midst, jostled -for- a 


The French exception has not 
stopped irritating Europe. Whether 
the cause is good or whether it is‘ 
turning into a caricature as in the 
case of tiie lorry drivers, Helmut 
Kohl and Tony Blair cannot ignore 
the realities. Within the European 
Union, Fiance remains “the au¬ 
thority in tiie middle" —le Figaro ’ 


Preview; Doctor departs, another 
ran take over. Dcmgerfield (BBC1, 
930pm). Rsviewr Men still behav¬ 
ing funnily_— Pages 50.51 


Russia’s day 

Today is the Day of Accord and 
Recondliattan in Russia. World¬ 
wide, tiie date will be more familiar 
as tiie 80th anniversary ctf the Rus¬ 
sian Revolution .— Page 23 

Ira Irreconcfiables 

Reports of widespread republican 
unease and the resignation of two 
members from the 12-person provi¬ 
sional TRA. army executive have 
inevitably provoked fears that the 
peace may not bold-. Page 23 

On line 

The Government is beginning to 
take . a tougher line with the 
privatised rail companies. This is a 
sensible step-Page 23 


MATTHEW PARRIS 

When you are the Opposition, trou¬ 
blesome questions that time may 
later settle can be brushed to me 
side; crunches can be postponed^ 
these, are no High Noons unless 

you stage than-Page 22 

JOHN LLOYD 

Tony Blair was right when he ad- 
; vertised his Government-to-be as a 
■ radical one. it wants to change us 
fundamentally; not by kfiiing but 
preferring the thing ir says it loves 

— Britain-Page 22 

ROSEMARY R1GHTER 
Isaiah Berlin was an elegant and 
private man who yet contrived 
without so i ntend in g to be a social 
Hon of the intellectual world. Yet it 
is as moral philosopher that this 
.most subtle and delightful master . 
of his adopted English language 
will endure_Page 22 

PETER RIDDELL . 

In his catechism of question and 
answer. Sir Gordon asked, “does 
tins draw a line under the sleaze 
allegations?**and replied “I sincere¬ 
ly hope so". I would not bet on it. 
We have not heard-the last of Neil- 
Hampton-...—.Page 13 


Sir fsafafi Berffn, philosopher, 
John BtackwoH, puh&ber Page 25 


Tobacco sponsorship; 'EMU; 
Papers apology over Jews; red 
grouse and raptors; methane emis¬ 
sions; Oxbridge fees.._Page 23 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,631 
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ACROSS 

1 Cast doubt upon gospel? (8.4). 

9 Jargon internally used by thieves 
primarily (5). 

10 Provide information in French 
repeatedly about match (9). 

11 Bounder crazy about port (9). 

12 Knock back drink like a king (5). 

13 Labour leader, to some very right 

(fil¬ 
ls Resolute volunteers left fighting 
in the street (8). 

18 Journey by road in old form of 
transport (8). 

19 Peers seen as being a little left ip 
some quarters (6). 

22 Like some fruit? Bananas (5). 

24 Differing over a tape, disappear 

W- 

26 Curses businessman who's con¬ 
tracted charges (9). 

Solution to Puzzle No 20,650 
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Latest Road and Weather conditions 
URWcMhe-Ungba OHS 444 910 
UK Hoads - AB regions 0330 401 «IO 
Iraida MIS 0X30 401 740 

M2S and Link Read, 0330 401 747 

Nwtaral rWop 0330 401 740 

ConcMncu Europe 0330 401*10 

Oonndounv 0330401 1U 

MoowVqt na Ik n iti r tw, 

ICnwkwpom 0310 007 SOS 

WoattwrbyFaz &n»»**oiaa. 

DUOlHtAmdbrMranldrtaiilorhK 
vracdmy 410334 Nlnrtmd 410 341 

VWa 410 333 London 410 343 

r0d *"^* 430 310 t^nnisnlu 

bdAl*i 410X37 ... 

i*vw« 410 33* a,, aw 

IW Eax 410 33* 

Scottand 430 340 


World City 

153 dw 


by Ph— dial 
by tax (index pace) 


&Ttmi+LC 


0330 410333 


27 Supernatural blood obtained 
from magic horse (5). 

28 When one starts to repent and 

washes dye out p.9). 

DOWN 

1 Fafl out from missile (7). 

2 Boat corroded, by the sound of it 
(5). 

3 Child — he has Jo finish doth off 
completely (2*3,4). 

4 Exaggerate upset or vicar called 
in by French bishop (6). 

5 One similar to husky chap, un¬ 
able to speak (8). 

6 Mr. Ackrayd murdered? I agree 
(5). 

7 Magistrate is confused re these 
marks on the skin (3). 

8 It restricts movement around low 
joint (6). 

14 Marmot depicted by painter (SJ. 

16 Sweet drink on the rocks (9). 

17 Current down — true? False! (S). 

15 Gypsy's fiddle (6). 

20 Modest, covering up always line 
in see-through fashion (7). 

21 Collected a ship in Ihe Mediterra¬ 
nean (6). 

23 Dismisses county side quickly (5). 

25 Whal a doctor may get to contain 
one garden pest (5). 


Times Two Crossword, page 52 


Motoring 

Eurapa Country by Gewxry 0314 401 BOS 

E u ropean had com 0330 401 880 

PradiHoiara^ t 0330 401 087 

Soportribrnmi 0330401 882 

DfcmylMdPM 0330 401 409 

UShiad, 0330 401 805 

(JM) Car reports by f*x 

«•*» u*od ear r ta art i from 

tf>«AA mxfio ct IPS car, 0130 410X9* 
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you may bra m mm poll nuM moda 
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A Moon«s 

■htei 11.SZ pm 

fiia quarter today 
London -J 23 pm to 7.06 am 
Bristol 4 33 err to 7. IS arr. 
Etfinfaugh 4SDprils 7.34 am 
Manchester iE om fc 7 21 ar 
Pa nz anco 4.49 prr fx 7 Si xr. 


SuflMbr 
4.23 pm 

Moon rises 
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NEWSPAPERS 
-SUPPORT RECYCLING 

RtscjhJ &CCT rrado up 
43.B& c! *t» r» maffiftal 
to UK newspapers <n the 
MrmJraL'ol :«6 


Q General: showers wffl cfe away in 
England and Wales, apart tram one or two 
Angering m the North West. Spate at 
surohne wtfl break through before cloud 
spreads again, bringing rain to the South 
West Most other areas turning wet tonight. 
Scotland wfll see sunny breaks, but rain wfi 
spread to many areas this evening. 

□ London, SE England, E Anglia: early 
showers but sunny spete developing. 
Cloudier again later. Moderate SW wind. 
Max 12C (54F). 

□ Cent S England, E Midlands, E 
England, Cen tr al N England, NEEng- 
tand: any remaining overnight shavers vnH 
die out to leave sunny spelts, but doud 
increasing in afternoon Moderate SWwnd. 
Max 11C{52F ). 

□ W Midlands, N Wales, NW England, 
Lake District, loM: brief sunny spete, but 
showery m afternoon. Moderate SW wind. 
Max 11C (52F). 


HSPf 


□ Channel tolas, SW England, S Wales: 
thickening doud with ram by averting. 
Freshening SE wind. Max 13C (55F). 

□ Borders, Edinburgh ft Dundee, 
Aberdeen: sunny spelts but becoming 
cloudy with rein later. Moderate SW wind 
Max 11C (52F). 

□ SW Scotland, Glasgow, Card High¬ 
lands, Argyll, N Ireland: showers and 
brief sunny speOs. Heavier rain by evening. 
Moderate SW wind. Max 11C (52=). 

□ Moray Rrth. NE Scotland, NW Scot¬ 
land, Orkney, Shetland: showery, a tow 
bright spete. Moderate SE wind. Max 11C 


periods Cloud and rain into South West 
towards midday then spreaefing northeast. 

Outlook: heavy ram but sunshine later. 
More rain in South on Smday. 


24 hra ip S pm: b-bngM; c—cloud, d-drtrrie; riiTlmt alam: du 
f^rain; sh^ a h or ri-stoat; in*mow; >■ 
Sun Ran Max 
tra m C F 

Aberdeen - 004 10 SO du Letwfdc 

Anglesey 02 D OS 12 54 sft Uudan 

Aepaeta > 1 001 12 54 c UBtahirptn 

ftmium - 0 48 8 46 r London 

Benut 5 0 0 02 12 54 s lomstofl 

BognorR - 027 14 57 c IfanefiasMi 

Bommfr 31 tL4S 15 59 b Megan 

Brew 02 001 14 57 c Unotieod 

Bunon 0.4 0.01 10 50 du 

CartBT - CHS 13 55 C 

Ctacion 11 028 12 54 tiu 

Cromer - 020 13 55 Stl 

Eesatowne - 035 14 57 r 

Ecteburgh 02 032 11 52 r 

Eskdatamufr • 023 10 SO to 

Exmmtfi 45 004 15 59 s 

Faknouffi 0 6 0 03 13 55 c 

Rshgund 06 015 12 54 r 

FOftMtttt 05 0.19 13 55 t 

Glasgow 01 014 ii 52 c 

Gumsay 08 010 X X c 

Hiding* O.t 023 13 55 sh 

HaySnq L X 0 30 14 57 sh 

Ham* Bay 02 023 14 57 b 

Hunctanton X 046 12 54 c 

bJooi^nan 1 I 004 13 55 b 

weetWii o.i o.i5 w 57 c 

J**sy 17 0 M IS St f 

KMMS - 0.40 9 48 r 
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Fare 
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13 
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16 
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30 
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Moscow 

5 21 s 
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9 48 r 

28 
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Helsinki 
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Munich 

10 50 S 
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19 66e 

31 
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X 

NOaH 

X 

Tangier 
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23 731 

21 

70 1 
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14 571 
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14 
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15 
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Peking 
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21 

79 s 
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to chart below from noon; lowGwfil move NE close to S England 
low N wiH deeoen and move across Ireland over the weekend 



TODAY 
London Bridge 

■ u- —I- 

wnooon 

Avonmouh 

Belter 

CaoH! 

Devonpon . 

Dover 

OiMn (N WW) 
Falmouth 

Gmenock 

HaraiEh 

HoMead 

HuByJbert D) 

Biaoomba 

King’s Lyryi.. . 


HT PM ' HT 

05 10.18 04 

07 IftOO 37 
11J], 23.43 107 
32 1529 32 

103 .2329 100 
43 2220 40 

60 15.18 58 

35 1621 37 

4.7 21,31 4 a 

32 1053 32 

18 18J8 ' 3.6 
42 1454 42 

75 22.48 75 

7.7 2K0 7.4 

.55 2254 58 
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Pfinsem 

Porfand 

Portsmouth 
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Teae 

WaSorKXvN 


HT PU HT 

42 1021 45 

11 1558 12 

24. 14.11 22 

44 1628 4.3 

52 22.57 5.8 

52 2155 5.7 

33 2212 31 

■45 2121 4.5 

17 23.33 IS 

43 1540 4 2 

55 - 1532 53 

« 1508 4.1 

11 2308 73 

40 2026 4.6 

38 16-14 33 






Total rromber of lives saved so fiar this year: 

Total number of Efeboat launches so far this year: 

Cost to RNU per day. 

Cost to ta^ray e r : • • ‘ - 

To make a donation, telephone: — 


Lifeboats 

Raid (tend Utexai tasauaon 
Ond* SCOkaoMOS ■ 
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In memory 
of those 
who gave 
their lives 


Pages 2,20 and 24 



Cat walk 
style at 
high street 
prices 


Page 5 



Girls who 
care for 
America’s 
children 
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William 
and Ffion’s 
honeymoon 
hideaway 


Page 6 
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lord Mayor, elected Mayor: London ain't big enough for both of them. Maty Ann Sieghart and Valerie Elliott report 


SHAWN BALDWIN 


. ’■ 
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The show goes on after 800 years: the glitteringly ornate 18th-century State Goach. escorted by a company of pikemen in medieval dress, bears last year's Lord Mayor through the streets of the City thronged with sightseers 


r. 


”" 1 . 
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|his is a tale, of Old 
Britain versus New, of 
pomp versus circum¬ 
stance, of thecenturies- 
old rivalry between money and, * 
politics. The war was already 
raging in the year 1215. Just five 
weeks before King John was 
forced to sign. Magna Carta, he 
sued for peace with tjie City of. 
London, granting, it a charter 
allowing it to hol4 annual 
elections an condition that -the 
Lord Mayor swore fealty to the 
King. Nearly 800 years on, as 
this year’s Lord Mayor sweeps 
through London to swear his 
oath, Tony Blair is still playing 



to turn again 


the power of Westminster off 
against the funds of the Chy. 

It is the latest in what the 
historian David Kynaston has 
described as “Labour and the 
City: a tragi-comedy in innu¬ 
merable acts" At stake has 
been the continuance of an 
institution that has adapted 


monarchs’ foreign escapades in 
return for being left alone to 
make money. 

As the new Lord Mayor of 
London, Richard Nichols, a 
Watford solicitor, parades in 
his gold carriage alongside the 
Thames today he may reflect 
that his successors will owe 


and survived for more than 800 their precarious -existence to the 
years, financing impoverished financial, and political clout 


that his City insiders have 
managed to wield. 

The Corporation of London, 
of which the Lord Mayor is the 
figurehead, is the most bizarre 
local authority in the country. 
The 1.06 square mile has only 
6,500 residents, but raises £670 
million in taxes. £600million of 
which has to be handed 
straight to the Treasury. It 


earns another £70 million a 
year in private income from 
investments and property. 

The City is also the only 
authority which gives votes to 
business owners, and which 
still has senior councillors, 
known as aldermen, who hold 
continuous office until the age 
of 70, and can blackball .others 
elected to their ranks. They pick 


the Lord Mayor in the Middle 
Ages, they claimed to have been 
guided in their choice by the 
Holy Spirit. Even now, many of 
the City’s wards are all but 
rotten boroughs, from which 
councillors are elected un¬ 
opposed. 

The Herbert Commission, 
set up by a Tory Government, 
reported in 1960 that the logical 


solution was to abolish iL But, 
the report went on: “Logic has 
its limits and the position of the 
City lies outside them." Labour, 
until very recently, stood firm 
on the side of logic. 

Although the Corporation's 
councillors are not overtly par¬ 
ty political, this is one of the 
most deeply conservative insti¬ 
tutions in the country. Out of 
670 Lord Mayors of London, 
there has been only one 
woman. Its wards — with 
names such as Farringdon 
Without— are unchan 
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We will rememb 


At long last we are starting to 


take proper care of our war 


memorials, says John Youn 


T omorrow is Remem¬ 
brance Sunday, when 
hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of people will 
gather at war memorials 
across the British Isles to 
honour those who died for 
their country 's freedom. At the 
heart of the ceremonies are the 
memorials themselves, the 
great majority erected after the 
First World War in what has 
been described as the biggest 
public art project ever under¬ 
taken in Britain. 

As our tragic century draws 
to its close, there is increasing 
concern that many of the 
memorials will not survive the 
ravages of decay, neglect re¬ 
development and even vandal¬ 
ism. In a timely intervention, 
the National Heritage Memo¬ 
rial Fund has announced a 
gram of £156,000 today to fund 
the completion of a national 
inventory. This will be the first 

step towards their _ 

future con- 
servation. TllC 

From 1914 on¬ 
wards, as news UICFC 

arrived here from 
the Western Front COI1 

local communities 
displayed lists of tr 

the casualties out¬ 
side churches and mem 

in other prominent 

sites, which were Will 

frequently decked 

with flowers. After SIXT 

the Armistice they 

were replaced by n0g 

permanent memo- , 

rials ranging from U0C9.' 

simple plaques to «’ 

elaborate sculp- VcLTIQ 

hired monuments. _ 

in almost every 
case paid for by public sub¬ 
scription. The memorials also 
included buildings such as 
hospitals, village halls and 
even humble bus shelters. 

Government derisions that 
the dead of both world wars 
should be buried on the battle¬ 
fields where they had fallen 
meant that many people were 
unable to visit the graves of 
their relatives. Even more 
importance was therefore 
attached to domestic shrines of 
remembrance, mostly con¬ 
structed on an ad hoc basis, 
some on common land, others 
in church precincts or on sites 
donated by landowners. 

Local authorities were em¬ 
powered to maintain and 
repair them, but were not 
obliged to do so. In villages, 
where community ties were 
dose, memorials were gener¬ 
ally more revered and better 
cared For over the years than 
in large towns and dries with 
their constantly changing 
populations. 

Whereas the upkeep of over¬ 
seas cemeteries is the responsi¬ 
bility of the Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission, 
funded by its member govem- 


There is 
increasing 
concern 
that 

memorials 
will not 
survive 
neglect, 
decay and 
vandalism 


menl5. there is no equivalent 
body responsible for memori¬ 
als at home. A further cause 
for concern has been the 
closure of redundant churches 
and the risk that plaques 
commemorating the dead may 
be inadvertently destroyed. 

In 1989, concerned by the 
growing risks posed by the 
passage of time, the Imperial 
War Museum and the Royal 
Commission on the Historic 
Monuments of England initi¬ 
ated a national research 
project to create an archive of 
books, documents and photo¬ 
graphs backed by a computer¬ 
ised database storing inform¬ 
ation on all the estimated 
54.000 war memorials in the 
British Isles. The fieldwork 
would be carried out by thou¬ 
sands of volunteers from 
schools, local conservation 

and historial societies or with 
military or family interests. 

_ Initial funding 

came from the 
"6 is Leverhulme Trust. 

the Rufford Fburv- 
LSinff dation and the 

& Manifold Trust, 
em ■ but so far the IWM 

has accumulated 
].{ information on 

. only about half the 

inalS memorials, and of 

those fewer than 
Hot 8,000 are on the 

. database. The new 

IVe grant will allow die 

staff and equip- 
SCt, ment to be trebled 

, and. it is hoped, 

and enable the project 

,. to be completed by 

ilSm the end of the 

_ century. 

As Robert 
Dufton. head of the NHMF. 
points out. the grant could 
hardly go to a more suitable 
cause since the fund itself grew 
out of the National Land 
Fund, established in 1945 from 
the sale of surplus war mat¬ 
erial as a memorial to those 
who lost their lives. 




: ;1P : 

-W- 

' -r -.-Ti. v-A ■ 

. '• r 



N ick Hewitt, the 
project co-ora ina- 
tor. says the inven¬ 
tory will serve 
several purposes, including 
historical research. Despite 
the hiding memories of war, 
the museum is receiving more 
inquiries than ever. These 
come from historians, from 
people researching their fam¬ 
ily histories and from school 
teachers needing material 
which will help to explain die 
experiences of past genera¬ 
tions — not just in die two 
world wars (which are now 
part of the national curricu¬ 
lum) but also in earlier and 
later conflicts: the Crimea. 
South Africa and the 
Falklands. 

The main purpose, how¬ 
ever. will be to facilitate the 
proper conservation of the 



War memorial in Huntingdon. The National Heritage Memorial Fund will help in future conservation projects 


memorials themselves. Physi¬ 
cal work on site is outside the 
museum's remit, but Jane 
Carmichael, its assistant direc¬ 
tor. says that in most cases 
repairs and maintenance 
should not be complicated or 
expensive. 

Given suitable guidelines, 
as contained in a leaflet issued 
by the museum, the work can 


be safely entrusted to local 
goodwill and responsibility, 
she believes. She dismisses the 
recent call by Winston Chur¬ 
chill, the wartime leader’s 
grandson, for all memorials to 
be classed as listed buddings 
as using a sledgehammer to • 
crack a nut • 

While war memorials com¬ 
memorate dead combatants. 


there is a growing view that 
not enough attention has been 
paid to the women and civil¬ 
ians whose efforts were crucial 
to national survival. 

Lord Rothschild, chairman 
of the NHMF. points out that 
the fund is not able to pay for 
new memorials, but he hopes 
the present programme will 
stimulate further initiatives. 


HOF6LS GARLIC AMDWRSiey H6LP8D 
ms COLD-8UT ns's still a right DRIP 
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• The booklet. The 
Conservation of War Materials, is 
published by the Imperial 

War Museum, Lambeth Road, . 
London SEI6HZ t017M16 
5000). 

• Sifes of Memoiy. an 
exhibition of photographs by 
Chris Ha m m, is at the 
museum until January 4, 

Poignant Passcbendade, p2S 
















Members of the Home Guard with the Messerschmitt at East Dean. Sussex, in 1940 

Museum’s happy landing 


// — CjA Everyone feels under the weather 
Wy J when they've got a cold. And 

sometimes there's no sympathy 

WITH PARSLEY .*“* """• . Ca ?“ 

& Parsley - a traditional herbal 
remedy - can help stop colds getting you down, bv 
helping to relieve the symptoms naturally. Garlic and 
Parsley have traditionally benefited generations of users, 
and now with Hofels Garlic and Parsley, those benefits 
are available in a convenient, one a day formulation, 
that's easy to take all winter long. 
Help drip? dry this winter with 
Hofels Garlic and Parsley. 
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Always read thv label 



T he only known surviv¬ 
ing Messerschmitt 
from the Battle of Brit¬ 
ain has been acquired by the 
Imperial War Museum. Al¬ 
most three quarters of the cost 
of its purchase and restoration 
will be met by a grant of 
£245.000 from the National 
Heritage Memorial Fund, an¬ 
nounced today. 

Jane Carmichael the Mus¬ 
eum's assistant director, tks- 
i cribed the aircraft as “our 
I most important acquisition 
for many years’. 

Messerschmitts were the 
mainstay of the Luftwaffe in 
the Second World War, but 
the pride of them all was the 
Me 109 single-seal fighter. 

More than 700 took part in 
the crucial aerial battles of 
August and September 1940. 
inflicting heavy losses on Spit¬ 
fires and Hurricanes. 

The Museum's acquisition, 
serial number 1190. has an 
unusually well documented 
history'. Built in Leipzig in 
1939. it was flown in the Battle 
of Britain by the Jagdge- 
schwader 26 Squadron lighter 
wing based at Marquise-Os 
| near Boulogne. On Septem¬ 


ber 30.1940 it was attacked by 
Hurricanes over Beadiy 
Head and belly-landed in a 
field at East Dean. Sussex. 

A photograph shows the 
aircraft guarded by two sol¬ 
diers from the Home Guard. 


The scene will be recreated 
when the Messerschmitt is 
incorporated in a Battle of 
Britain tableau at Duxford 
Airfield in Cambridgeshire. 

John Young 
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Call for tribute to 
thousands killed 
on home front 

Campaigners want a memorial to the 1 $. 
60,000people who died in the Blitz 


T his week, as the nation 
prepared to commemo¬ 
rate its war dead, the 
Government was again made 
aware that there is. still no 
official memorial to the 60,000 
or more civilians who -lost 
their lives in the Second World 
War, John Young writes. 

The Prime Minister was 
reminded of theivords of Sir 
Winston Churchill who, on 
; November 5,. 1940.; told the 
House that 34,000 civilians 
had already been killed and 
20,000 seriously injured in 
bombing raids, while-at that 
stage nuliraiy casualties were 
relatively negligible. _ ' 
CfrmJrillwatited to ridicule 
' any idea that enemy attacks- 
would be-confined to military 
- targets. For . . 'die people of 
■' Brftain the 1939-45 war was a 
: .uew_ experience: While-' -for. 
centuries its Army.and. Navy 
had .fought battles .across. 
Europe and the world in the 
pursuit of Empire, trade and 
wealth.. civilians had been 
spared the carnage. • 
Sporadic air raids in the- 
First World War had 'ill- 
prepared them for the devasta¬ 
tion of mass bombing by 
Hitler’s Luftwaffe. Although 
London bore the brunt, other 
key cities such as South amp-' 
ton. Plymouth.' Liverpool and 
Coventry were blitzed. During 
the summer of 1940 there were 
also fears of an imminent 
seaborne invasion. Fbr the 
first time since the Norman 
Conquest die island kingdom 
faced the prbspect of a foreign 
army 'marching, through its 
streets. 

According to Winston G 
Ramsey, editor of 77ie Blitz 
Then and Now, the first casu¬ 
alties in. the London region 
were Jim Roberts, an auxiliary 
fireman, and a Mrs Jane Page 
on July 26,1940. The last was 
Ivy Milfrdiamp killed by a V2 
rocket at Orpington, Kent,' on : 
March 27,1945. 

The V-bomb attacks were" 
particularly demoralising as- 
at that stage victory appeared ■' 
to be in sight The first VI . 
struck London exactly one 
week after D-Day, killing six 
people in Bethnal Green. The 
silent V2 rocket was an even 
more fearful weapon, so much 
so that the Government 


refused to admit its existence 
for fear of the effect on public 
morale. 

But for more than 50 years 
after the war the civilians who 
died lacked an official tribute. 
In February 1995 a campaign 
was launched by the London 
Evening Standard, backed by, 
among others. Queen Eliza¬ 
beth the Queen Mother and 
the Lord Mayor, to establish a 
memorial to the 40.000 who 
died and die 80.000 injured in 
the capita] during 1940 and 
1941 and in the VI and V2 
attacks in the last two years of 
the war. It was supported by 
MPs, local politicians and 
armed services veterans. 

It was suggested that a memo¬ 
rial park should be created on 
a site known as the Hermit¬ 
age, just down river from 
Tower Bridge. But the owner, 
the London Docklands Dev¬ 
elopment Corporation, was' 
more concerned with the po¬ 
tential £10 million value of the 
land fbr building flats and 
offices. With the LDDC about 
to be wound up at the end of 
this year, a decision on a 
planning application by 
Berkeley Homes is likely to be 
left to Tower Hamlets countiL 


M arianne Fredericks 
of Civilians Remem-. 
bered, an umbrella 
group opposing development, 
says that a memorial park 
would be “a piece of London 
for the people of London". She 
says the site is “unique". It lies 
at die entrance to the London 
docks, which were a target for 
German bombers. “Its dedica¬ 
tion would be a small price to 
pay for the civilian sacrifices in 
the last war." she adds. 

' Other campaign supporters 
include the Bishop of London, 
the Rt Rev Richard Chartres: 
the Archbishop of Westmin¬ 
ster. Cardinal Basil Hume; 
and Oona King, Labour MP 
for Bethnal Green and Bow 
who recently tabled an early- 
day.motion in the Commons 
bri behalf of the campaign. 
"This is about more than profit 
margins," she says. “It is 
about decency, honour and 
respect I’m hoping Berkeley 
Homes will recognise this and 
hand over the land at cost 



The Queen and George VI in London's East End in l941 
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Sisley, Renoir, 
Cezanne, van Gogh 

See Culture in 
The Sunday Times 
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Continued from page i 
the 12th century. Its ceremo¬ 
nies are medieval, with tricorn 
hats and town criers shouting 
“oyez" Arid its political struc¬ 
tures have barely been re¬ 
formed since the Black Death. 

No surprise, then, that the 
institution should be anathe¬ 
ma to Labour. Since 1918. the 
party had been pledged to 
abolish it, and only forebore 
from doing so because no 
Labour administration decid¬ 
ed to make London govern¬ 
ment a priority in office. That, 
however, was sure to change 
once Margaret Thatcher abol¬ 
ished the Greater London 
Council and Labour commit¬ 
ted itself to bringing in a 
replacement. 

Until last year, the party’s 
official policy was to. rid 
London of this hugely wealthy 
and undemocratic anomaly. 
Yet in 1996. Mr Blair relented. 
Now, although the Corpora¬ 
tion has managed, against the 
odds, to keep its hands on its 
money and its powgr, it faces 
another threat: an elected 
mayor and assembly of a new 
Greater London Authority.! 


SHAWN BALDWIN 


A ssuming that Lon¬ 
doners support these 
institutions in a ref¬ 
erendum, the next 
Lord Mayor but one will face a 
powerful rival. Directly elect¬ 
ed by about five million voters, 
the new Mayor of London will 
have serious political dour 
and extensive executive pow¬ 
ers. But the old Lord Mayor 
will still have his hands on a 
coffer that wifi be the envy erf 
his counterpan. The City and 
Westminster could be at dag¬ 
gers drawn again. 

Lord Mayors of London 
have traditionally traded on 
the ambiguity of their tide. To 
foreigners, and indeed to 
many Britons, the incumbent 
sounds as if he is in charge of 
the whole capital. When for¬ 
eign dignitaries attend stare 
banquets at the Guildhall, 
most probably assume that 
their host holds a position like 
the Mayor of New York. What 
will happen when the impos¬ 
tor has to give way to a real 
Mayor of London? 

The new Lord Mayor, Mr 
Nichols, says somewhat stuffi¬ 
ly: "Foreign VTPs enjoy full 
ceremonials. They don’t want 
lunch in some 
1960s hall - they 
want a banquet in 
the City. When we 
have an elected 
mayor he will be a 
welcome guest” 

Michael Cas¬ 
sidy, the former 
chairman of the 
policy and re¬ 
sources committee 
at the Corporation • 



Last year’s Lord Mayor, Roger Cork, waves to the crowd from the golden coach during his triumphal procession. In the years to come, his successors may well have a rival for Londoner’s attention 


The new 
Mayor 
may have 
the clout, 


The City’s money, like its 
customs; dates back to. medi¬ 
eval times. Its Bridge House 
Trust Fund, for instance, gen¬ 
erates about Ei5 million a 
year, an top of the Corpora¬ 
tion’s other income from the 
rents it used to earn from 
houses on London Bridge and 
the foils it charged people to 
cross the river. In the Middle 
Ages, people used to leave 
money in their 
wills to “God and 
the Bridge” which 
went straight to 
Church and City 
coffers. More than 
half of the income 
is given to charity 
each year, making 
.itthe tenth largest 


ration as altruistic, taking a 
greater interest in areas of 
London beyond its bound¬ 
aries. Mr Cassidy set up 
partnerships with neighbour¬ 
ing boroughs, such as Isling¬ 
ton. Tower Hamlets. Hack¬ 
ney. Southwark and Lambeth. 
The leaders of these local 
authorities might have spat at 
the City in the “loony” 1980s. 
But by the turn of the 1990s. 
they were delighted to accept 
money for economic regenera¬ 
tion. And their enthusiasm 
for the new, enlightened City 
has percolated through to 
Downing Street 


— Ollt IfS charitable fund in- 

- the country. 

the Lord .Then, toe Carpo- 

af London, reckons., . .. ;. c t^ation. makes four 

thar there is room • •' JM3.YOr - times that, amount 
for the Lord Mayor 1 ... 

who will 


| he Corporation has 
also been happy to 
itrol of 



and an • elected 
Mayor to work side 
by side. But the 
Corporation wifi 
have to adjust “If 
they decide to fight 
some silly battle 


have the 
money’ 


abour banquets and so on. 
there will be trouble,” he says. 

Reformers within the Cor¬ 
poration are already prepar¬ 
ing for the turf wars. They 
expect their man to focus more 
sharply on the financial ser¬ 
vices sector and to use the 
City’s wealth to entertain lav¬ 
ishly and.make overseas pro¬ 
motional trips that the elected 
Mayor will not be able to 
afford. • 

But any politician likes to be 
associated with success. So, 
even if the Lord Mayor does 
nor .trespass on the elected 
Mayors patch, he can expert 
his own to be trampled. The 
eTected Mayor will want to 
baskin the City’s glory — and 
may even have his or her eye 
on those huge reserves. 


from its property, it 
owns 25 per cent of 
the Square Mile, as 
well as much of 
Mayfair around 
Conduit Street and 
Broo'k Street. This 
wealth allows it to 
largesse for political 


profit- Just as- the City won 
favour with Henry V by 
financing his Battle of Agin- 
court. so today it has bought. 
its political reprieve from 
Labour. 

The man who spearheaded 
this campaign was Michael 
Cassidy, the leader in all but 
name of the Corporation be¬ 
tween 1991 and the end of last 
year. Mr Cassidy, a City 
solicitor, realised that a deal 
would have to be struck with 
Labour if the authority was to 
survive. He embarked on a 
campaign of public relations, 
networking andgenuine good 
works, sometimes in opposi¬ 
tion to the crustier elements of- 
the Corporation. The main 
. aim was to portray the Corpo-. 


HP! 

I take control 

-M- London amenities 
outside the borough. For in¬ 
stance, it runs. Hampstead 
Heath and Epping forest. and 
maintains every traffic light in 
the capitaL And it is willing to 
stump up cash in emergencies: 
the £6 million it has promised 
to the Millennium Dome, for 
example, may eventually seem 
a small price to pay for helpng 
•to ensure the Corporation's 
survival 

The deal struck with Gov¬ 
ernment is that, in return for 
being left alone, the City 
authority will reform its ar¬ 
chaic voting systems and play 
a big part in promoting in¬ 
ward investment to London 
and financing “schemes and 
studies for London as a 
whole”. This ambiguous 
phrase in the recant Green 
Paper oould refer simply to 
research; or it could be an 
invitation to put up money for 
the series of hugely expensive 
transport schemes in London 
which need to be privately 
financed. The days of the City 
bankrolling Westminster's 
ambitions may not yet be over. 

It was Mr Cassidy who re¬ 
alised that, to justify its exis¬ 
tence, the Corporation could 



NEW CITY MAYOR: THE POSSIBLES 
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Detail from a late 19th-century oil by W3Kam Logsdail celebrating a mayoral procession 
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not simply be a mouthpiece for 
commerce and finance: it 
needed to take part in the 
wider conversation about the 
capitaL He helped to sec up 
London First, an influential 
lobbying body on London 
matters and he became very 
active in London-wide plan¬ 
ning matters and discussions 
about infrastructure. 

This expertise, of course, 
makes him eminently quali¬ 
fied to change camps. Indeed, 
having secured the future for 
his City body, Mr Cassidy 
seems to have no illusions 
about where power will really 
reside in London by the turn of 
the millennium. 

When Londoners open their 
ballot papers in the first 
mayoral election, Jeffrey Ar¬ 
cher's name is expected to be 
followed by that of Michael 
Cassidy. Unlike those City 
aldermen, the voters will be 
guided in thrir choice by more 
than the Holy Spirit. 

.DUNCAM-SIEWflai, 



■ WHEN Richard Coeur de Lion was 

on his uppers in 1159 after the costly 
crusades, be needed money fast to pay a 
ransom he was being held pnstmer m 
Austria. So he allowed the ntizens of 
the erty of London to «*oose A«r own - 
chief magistrate, to be styled Mttypr. m 

return for funds. . , 

Hemy Fin ABvrn?™ 


HOW IT ALL STARTED 


authority. It rests on ancient rights and 


“his corporal oath for the due execution 
of his trust in the Royal presence or 
otherwise m that of the King’s Justices". 


JJw the corporation of citizens a 
charter to dmose their own mayor 
annually- for’a .consideration,. He 
stipulated that the mayor should take - 


■ The Lord Mayor’s Show evolved 
from the mayor-elect’s procession to the 
Courts of Justice, then at Westminster, 
to take his oa th. 


priveleges which the citizens of London 
enjoyed before the Norman Conquest 
and which were subsequently recog¬ 
nised by charter. Within the City, the 
Lord Mayor has precedence immed¬ 
iately afro: the Sovereign, and outside 
the City, he ranks after earls. 


■ The constitution of the Corporation 
of London, of which the Lord Mayor is 
head, is unlike that of any other local 


■ The annual election of die Lord 
Mayor takes place in Gufldhali on 
Michaelmas Day, September 29. by 
Common Hall — the name for the 
liverymen of the City Guilds and 
Companies assembled together. 




High quaBty leather 
accooo or tos , 
ideal for that 
perfect Xmas gift. 
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Gtemtoa handbag EIOSJDO. AraOabte in selected stores, contact 0800 834865. 
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Nicola Horiick (centre). with 16-month-old daughter Antonia and Emma Harrison of Daisy & Tom. “I don't have time to shop around" 

Superwoman’s little secret 


N icola Horiick is modestly 
dismissive about the mucli- 
publicised Superwoman 
qualities that have enabled 
her to combine a strataspherically 
high-flying City career with a busy 
family life. 

"People think l must be ultra- 
efficient but I’m not," insists the 37- 
year-old fund manager, devoted 
mother of five young children and now 
author of an autobiography sub-titled 
Can You Have It A//? “What I’m good 
at is surrounding myself with people 
who are efficient. My nanny and my 
secretary, for example, are both out¬ 
standingly good. They tell me what to 
da where to go, when and how. They 
point me in the right direction and 1 
then just get on with if 
Apart from that, the key secret of her 
success — and her ability to command 
a seven-figure salary — is her decisive¬ 
ness. "If you're going to be a good fund 
manager, you have to be able to make 
snap decisions." she says. “You just 
cant afford to dither." 

She brings the same quality to her 
family shopping expeditions. "I dont 
have time to shop around." she says. "1 
make up my mind in seconds." For any 
busy parent in a hurry — especially one 
with five children between 16 months 
and 11 years — the opening last July of 
the one-stop children’s store Daisy & 
Tom was a great blessing. 

The two-storey shop was the idea of 
bookshop magnate Tint Waxerstone. 
himself a father of eight, and it has 
departments for everything from 
clothes and toys to books and games. It 
is aimed exclusively at children under 


z 


For high-flyer mother-of-five Nicola Horiick 
a one-stop children’s store is a real godsend 


ten and includes a soda bar and 
restaurant, computer game play¬ 
stations. a fairground carousel, puppet 
show and story readings by children's 
authors. There is even a hairdressing 
section where a trim costs £10 and little 
madams can have a cut and blow-dry 
for £15. A second branch will open in 
Manchester later this month. 

"I just love the idea of having 
everything under one roof." says 
Horiick. leading Jane Buckfieid. the 
family nanny, and 
her youngest 
daughter Antonia, 

16 months, on a 
brisk tour uf the 
departments. With 
four of her five chil¬ 
dren’s birthdays be¬ 
tween October 19 
and December I 
and then Christinas stockings to be 
filled, she is in and out of the shop all 
the time at the moment 
"The kids were on to this place like a 
flash." she says as she arrives by taxi 
from her home in Kensington's Little 
Boltons. "They had heard about it 
within seconds of it opening and 
couldn’t wait to come. The whole place 
is so bright and colourful and attrao 
tively laid out and they love the fact 
that there are alw ays interesting things 
going on." • 

Making straight for the Hungry 
Hippos game that third daughter 



favourite 




Serena wants for her seventh birthday, 
she moves on past die merry-go-round 
that runs twice a day at Ham and 4pm 
and through the arts, crafts and early 
learning department to the large book 
section. 

"Not surprisingly, given Tim 
Waterstone’s involvement, this is par¬ 
ticularly good." she says, picking out 
three titles for Serena and recalling 
how her own father used to buy a book 
for her and her brother every Friday .. 

when they .were 
children. “1 used to' 
do the same thing 
: put with -five- child-. 

* ren-"we -ehdetf- up- : 
with so many books 
that we couldrrt 
move." She delights 
in reading bedtime 
stories to her brood. 
“When they beg for one more chapter. I 
always give in." 

Mrs Horiick. a law graduate, is 
married to Tim. an equally successful 
investment banker whom she met 
when they were students at Oxford. 
She hit the headlines when she very 
publicly fought her suspension as 
managing director of Morgan Gren¬ 
fell's UK pension fund business, storm¬ 
ing the company’s Frankfurt head¬ 
quarters to put her case. 

Press interest escalated when it 
emerged that she had managed to 
reach Lhe lop of a demanding profes¬ 


sion while at the same time raising five 
children, the ’ eldest of whom, 
Georgina. 11. was diagnosed with 
leukaemia at the age of two and has 
been in and out of hospital ever Since. 
During one critical periods Hralick- 
famously took a short break-from her' 
daughter’s bedside at Great Ormond. 
Street and went bade to the office to 
lead a successful presentation to Mor¬ 
gan Grenfell. 


T hat kind of thing makes her 
sound tougher than she really 
is. she says. ’“When Georgie 
was diagnosed I fell to pieces, 
just like any tody'else. But then, like a 
: lot of parents at Great Ormond Street I 
found the resilience of the children 
truly inspiring. You have to be positive 
.and get on-with t hi ngsjor* their sake, 
round 

Now with another high-powered job, 
setting up.a Lobdqn office for the. 
French bank Soriete G&i&rale. she 
adds: “After Georgie became 01, getting 
to die top of my profession was not my 
priority at all — it happened in spite of 
everything else. My focus for the past 
eight years has been Georgie and her 
illness and it goes without saying that T 
would happdy give up all my money 
and success in return for her health." 

Michael Cable 

• Daisv & Tom, IS I-183 King* Road, 
London SW3 {0171-3525000). Open: 
Mon-Fri Hktm-7pm. Sal 930ani-6J0pm. 

Sun 12-tipm. 

• All proceeds from Nicola Horiick: Can. 

You Have It All? will go ro Great Ormond 
Street Children's Hospital. 
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Limited savings offer. Don c miss this savings opportunity. Long-term rates on short-term deposits. Minimum deposir 

The closing date is 2 1 January Bur we may have 12.500. Invest tor one rear and earn 7.00*1’ gross p.j." 

ro withdraw ir earlier if demand exceeds hinds allocated. Guaranteed. 

No risk. Your monev i 5 safe. No deductions. We gnanmee P1 ““ ipp ‘ 5 ' befor ' 31 lMuar >' 1998 ' T ° . v ° u ' 

to return you. ongnral sun. «. full plus your interest mtormanon pad. s,reply call 0 WO $» 527 quoting reference 

HT8II right away. 

Choose when your interest is paid. You spedh- whether you But please don’t forget, you.- application for this limited offc: 
want your interest paid annually or monthly. muse reach us bv 2 1 jamurv i?9S at the verv latest. 


• Shops an Lillie Road, 

London 511%, arc open from 10am 
to Spin. Monday to Saturday 
{inquiries and a local map on 
0171-3X12500) 


Hot on the market 


W fe are a nation of 
toast devotees. Acc¬ 
ording to the Hour 
Advisory Bureau, we con¬ 
sume more than 227 million 
loaves of toast a day, so an 
efficient and reliable toaster 
is an - essential investment. 
On this, the last day 
of National Bread-making 
Week, it may be a good time 
to consider an upgrade. 

Consider, for instance, the 
four-slice Dualit, a shapely, 
solidly industrial stainless 
steel machine, which toasts 
up to 135 slices an hour. 
For. a family that never 
breakfasts together, a 
standard two-slicer is 
sufficient but a 
four-sheer .. 


TOASTERS 


provides piles of toast and 
prevents priority disputes. 

If space is tight go for a 
narrow, long-slot design. 
This is also a wise boy if you 
like to vary your daily bread, 
because some of the more 
in te rest in g varieties wfll not 
• fit a standard-slottoaster. 

“A slightly wacky new 
toaster is a simple and rela¬ 
tively inexpensive way to 
instantly update a kitchen; 71 
says Safiy Neffieton, kitchen 
buyer at Heal’s. Gordon 
Ramsay, the chef at the 
Michelin- 
starred Aub- 


ular at Vingt-Quaire, an all- 
night brasserie on London's 
Fulham Road, where he 
swears by baked beans on 
toast with grated cheese as 
the perfect antidote id a long, 
hard night in lhe kitchen. 

At home, he has a “wonder¬ 
ful great beast" of a toaster - 
a mammoth six-hole Dualit, 
because he also loves things- 
on-toastondaysoft. 

Toast will make headlines 
of its own next month, when 
Pharmacy, a restaurant 
designed as an art installa¬ 
tion by Damien Hirst, opens 
in Netting Hill: the ground- 
floor bar menu will feature 
toast in every form, from sol¬ 
diers with boiled egg to foie 
gras with toasted brioche. 

Sudi Picon* 


Straps? 






LEFT: Deco electronic 
toaster, £26.95. Spanish, with 
a stainless-steel effect this 
browns toast speedily and 
evenly. Two defrost settings, 
but suitable tor pne-siiced 
. bread. Fun for student 
household. 

,. rl - Available in blue, 

• green or yellow 
.- (mail order from 
McCord, 0990 
; /-• 535455) 




RIGHT: Wahl Happy Message 
Toaster, £34.95. This ingenious two- 
slice model comes with three 
patterning plates that imprint 
messages like "Eat Me” on one side 
of the slice and a sunshine pattern on 
the other. Children love it, though 
toasting takes a little longer and it 
takes only standard sliced bread. For 
stockist details call 01227 740066 
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II BARGAINS ■ 


There are bargains to be had 
all over the country. With 
£100, what would you buy? 

FEW STREETS have escaped 
the invasion of the super¬ 
smooth "antique" dealer who 
strips the dusty charm from 
an old-fashioned junk shop 
and fills it with bright yellow 
pine. Bur Lillie Road in Ful¬ 
ham. west London, is one that 
has kept iis charm. There are 
more than 25 shops here and 
their stack seems to change 
w eekly. The owner of Decora¬ 
tive Antiques spends months 
each year in France and 
Spin, picking up garden fur¬ 
niture. anno ires and chairs. 
Baroque and Roll is stuffed 
with ornate furniture and 
theatrical oddities. 

When you get to know the 
owners, wine starts to flow — 
one good reason, I suspect, 
why not all of my purchases 
have been true bargains. 

With my £1001 bought: 
Watering can, £5; wooden 
church chair. £20: wooden toy 
box. E45; 1940s soda 
siphon. £10: tapestry cushion 
cover, £12; cappuccino 
and croissant. £2. Total: £94 

Lisa Grainger 




LEFT: Glide Toaster by Guzzim, 
£65. Imaginatively designed 
Italian model takes mini-pizzas, 
bread and crumpets, but not 
suitable for bread straight from 
the freezer. Browns well, but 
makes an irritating noise as it 
toasts. Crumb tray has to be 
unscrewed with a coin to empty. 
Available in white, lemon yellow 
and pistachio green at Heal’s in 
London and Guildford or mail 
order from Ocean (0800 132 985). 


RIGHT: Philips HD4880, 
£49.95. Brand-new model 
whose design apes Dualit at 
a fraction of the price. Flimsy 
design means toaster tips up 
when bread carriage is 
pressed, and narrow slots 
limit types of bread that can 
be used. Comes with its 
own polishing doth. 
Call 0181-689 2166 for 
nearest stockist 



RIGHT: Philips Sunrise XL Longslot 
Toaster, £49.95. State-of-the-art ivory 
coolwall model with translucent amber 
features, it has an extra-deep single-slot 
toaster chamber, seven browning 
positions, a lever to retrieve 
small items, one-side toasting facility, 
frozen bread button and more. 
Takes up a fair bit of space, but the 
ultimate in designer toasters. For 
nearest stockist call 0181-689 2166 


r. 


LEFT: Kenwood TT350 Hi-Rise 
Toaster, £28.95. Able to tackle the 
thinnest slice or the hunkiest 
doorstep, as well as crumpets and 
pitta bread. Has self-adjusting 
grips and clever warming rack for 
croissants, rolls and baguettes. 
Despite electronic sensor, this 
browns rather fiercely even on low 
setting. Mail order from Lakeland 
Ltd, 015394 88100 




wm: 





LEFT: Dualit Combi two-slice 
and sandwich-maker, £149.95. ■ 
This catering-quality handmade 
toaster has achieved cult 
status as the timeless stylish 

armsfinni W tha 


• - kitchen. However, its bulky 
stainless-steel body gets 
extremely hot on fire outside, 
jt makes a buzzing noise as 
it toasts, and it alt seems 
unnecessarily complicated to ■ 
operate. Call 0171-639 5271 
for stockists. 

Photographs by DES JENSON 
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WHEN James Dyson Invent¬ 
ed (he Dyson vacuum clean¬ 
er. he can hardly have 
thoughr that ir would become 
a subject for dinner-party 
debate. 

His latest model is the 
Recydone, which as well as 
cleaning your carpets is part 
of the firings commitment to 
avoiding "unnecessary land¬ 
fill". In the future, the 
Recyclone will be made en¬ 
tirely from recycled Dysons. 


GADGETS 


many vacuums you only 
know that the bag is foil 
when you deposit more mess 
than you clean up.. The 
Dyson does away with paper 
bogs, and the transparent 
dust compartment makes it 
easy to see when H needs 
emptying. The Recydone’s 
attachments make light work 
of many tasks, including. 


be-curtains for all of us, but 
he - did not mention how 
hopeless they are to dean. In 
Hong. Kong I bought a. 
Venetian blind deaner for 
less than £L It has a rigid 
grip.with seven fluffy fingers 
but it'does not work. The 
fingers-are rigid and do not 
fit the spacing of ray blinds. 

Tim Wapshott 

The Recydone costs E2&.99 
from Dyson (01666 
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without a label 






F ashion was so much 
easier in previous de¬ 
cades. In the Seven¬ 
ties, all you had to do 
was to pull together an assem¬ 
blage of flares and tank tops in 
ghastly shades of mustard and 
you looked the part In the 
Eighties, you had io be flash: 
covered in gold, padded at the 
shoulders and displaying an 
ostentatious designer label at 
ah equally brassy price. 

These days, it is not enough 
to have “the look” — the 
highest ldller-heel shoes, with 
a nit of fur and a micro mini. 
You have to be in a label that 
shouts “designer" and have 
specific items—the latest Nike 
Air Max trainers, the little 
Prada bag, that Dolce & 
Gabbana corset dress. 

Hie Nineties is all about 
labels, and being fashionable 
means knowing your Dolce & 
Gabbana from your Gucci. It 
is. not about quantity, but 
quality: owning a few beauti¬ 
fully cut suits, a couple of pairs 
of embroidered evening shoes, 
one little silk handbag. And 
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Softops 

The Original 
No-Elastic Sock 







Mens in cotton Mend, 
wool blend and thermal. 

took fcr the red 

HjdBm onJat 

/Mias, Mxnhams, 

Greenwoods. House of 

Frasec John lewis 
Rrnerst^andaBtMfly 
menswear stores. 



Fora free brochure on 

01455 638833 

Dept T6, 

HjHad&Son 

Coventry 

Leicestershire LE 10 CJ * 


they have to be just so. Those 
almost-there designs wont do. 

Which is why even the 
stablest department stores are 
wooing Britain’s.top designers 
to produce lines that will 
attract the new generation of 
discerning customers. 

Paul Frith, for example, is 
working with Bhs: Clements 
Ribtiro with Dorothy Perkins: 
Ben di lisi. Jasper Conran and 
Pierce Honda (and soon Ma¬ 
ria Grachvogel) with Deben- 
hams; and, next year, Amanda 
Wakeley with Principles. 

Most of the designers see 
their department-store col¬ 
laborations not as competition, 
but additions to their awn 
ranges. Debbie Lovejoy, the 
director of public relations for 
Ben de Lisi, says tbe designers 
BDL range for Debenhams is 
aimed at a new type of 
customer. “It was created to 
get to a wider audience,” she 
says. “Not every woman ran 
afford to buy a dress from the 
collection, but now everyone 
can own a Ben de Lisi design.” 
In addition, own-label ranges 
are springing up in 
many department 
^ stores. Fenwick has 

A its own small collec- 

m tion in Band Street. 

Debenhams has sev- 
era! ranges, from its 
*4 popular J Taylor la- 

M bel to its luxurious 

tm Debut eveningwear. 

H Harvey Nichols's 

■ team has put togeth- 

Be er about 45 pieces, 

featuring keysflhou- 
ettes of this season. 
Even House of 
Fraser, better known 
PB for Home Counties 

outfits than couture. 
11 W has an upbeat styl- 

§py ; ish range rafled 

|K, Linea. featuring 
the latest catwalks 
designs and fabrics. 

rSSfc LEFT, gold lace 

dress, £60, ■ 
SPgJgfti ’• . Debenhams 

. branches 
(0171-4084444). - 
MajQt*, Burgundy suede 

mules. E39.SS. 
Ravel branches 
Hi Mb nationwide 

f 1 (0171-436 3126) 


most of them for under E100 

Meg Gilmore the market 
ing director at House of 
Fraser, says Linea appeals to a 
new type of Nineties consum¬ 
er "The busy career profes¬ 
sionals. people who are in 
touch with fashkm but are not 
slaves to it." she says 

Even if you are a late! 
fetishist who would normally 
wear only the real thing, 
department stores are worth 
venturing into. If fashion is 
about expressing individuality 
in a contemporary way. why 
wear exactly the same as 
everyone else? Who needs that 
one-off Jasper Conran dress 
when lie is designing a similar 
one for Debenhams at a tenth 
of the price? 

Bouncers onployed to keep 
the unfashionable out of sup¬ 
posedly chic haunts are in for 
a tough time. With the new 
ranges parading on the high 
streets, even their trained eyes 
will not be able to tell the 
labels from the lookahkes 


Lisa Grainger 
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THERE IS one accessory that every woman needs: 
a handy, but trendy, sack of a bag to fill with her 
daily buys. Here are three of the best 1X3. 


RIGHT: mustard- 
cotoured leather 
shopper, £139. 
Furla, Fenwick 
(0171-6299161) 






ABOVE brown 
velvet button- 
through dress, 
£50, Debenhams 
branches 
nationwide 
(0171-4084444) 









II 





Black and brown stripe 
suedette shopper, 
£21.99, Accessorize 
(0171-313 3000) 


Black leather shopper 
with gold buckle. £195, 
Russell & Bromley 
(0171-629 6903) 


tN FRANCE, 
A BOTTLE OF 
CHAMPAGNE 


IS OPENED 
EVERY 10 SECONDS. 
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ABOVE: silver stretch T-shirt, £99, 
grey wool trousers, £140. Harvey 
Nichols, W1 (0171-235 5000), and the 
Victoria Quarter. Leeds (0113-204 8888} 




ABOVE: brawn suede-front cardigan, £70. and 
brown stretch flat-front trousers, £45, Linea, selected 
House of Fraser stores nallonvvvcie. (0171-963 2236) 


Canard-Duch^ne. Champagne sans FormautI 


Hair and make-up by SaHy Kvalhelm for Jo Hansford (0171 -495 7774). Styling by Amandip Uppal 
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Missing from the menagerie: one three-foo t blue fur adder and one grey and balding bedtime pal. Put out a bulletin to Pizza Express 

Pi 


j robably my most significant act of 
the half-term holiday was to forget 
to include Alexander's panda in 
our entourage as we set off for Kent. 1 atn 
a panicky departer at the best of times. 
Have I packed my hairbrush? I can’t 
remember. Where might i have put it? 
Hard to say. And while I'm at it, what 
about Alexander^ toothbrush? Perhaps f 
had better just pop back, indoors and 
check. Oh no. here they are. But then. I 
cannot be quite certain dial I turned off 
the gas. Also. I forgot to shout “Goodbye, 
dear.. Don’t forget to walk the rottweiler," 
outside the front door in a dearly audible 
voice for the benefit of any burglars who 
may be casing the joint... 

This sort of cany-on drives any 
luckless chap who witnesses it raving 
mad. At least one swore never to take me 
away for the weekend ever again after 
my third dash back into the house to 
check that the timer on the drawing¬ 
room light was properly set. Alexander, 
for the rime being, is fairiy patient about 
it — as well he might be, since he seems 
incapable of going anywhere without a 
baggage train rather like that of some 
19th-century explorer, full of fishing nets 
and deft sticks and iron rations and 


Mr Panda’s brush with extinction 


spare pairs of this and that, which really 
requires the services of several stout 
native bearers to carry it all. 

So we got to Grandma's house, and 
unpacked all the trunks, and there were 
his trains and his Star Wars toys and 
Cindy the three-foot blue fur-fabric puff- 
adder, who came from London Zoo and 
to whom he is inexplicably devoted. But 
of Mr Panda, Alexander's inseparable 
companion since, his very first Christ¬ 
mas, there was no sign. 

I drove back home with mixed feelings. 
The idea of my little boy going to sleep in 
a strange bed without the comforting 
paw of Mr P wrung my heartstrings, 
rather. But on the other hand 1 . Linda, our 
nanny, and 1 have been conducting for 
some time a covert campaign to reduce 
the influence of Mr Panda in our 
household — Linda because she finds the 
sight of a six-year-old trailing a soft toy 
around more emetic than adorable; me 
for more complicated reasons. 

The fact is. I do not care for Mr P. it is 


hard to say why, 
exactly. His appear¬ 
ance, it is true, is not 
prepossessing — the 
matted, grimy fun 
the fixed, blank gaze. 

Also, he converses 
(with Alexander’s as¬ 
sistance) in a kind of 
muffled shriek 
which I find so intol¬ 
erably irritating that 
I have occasionally 
been moved. Miss 
TrundibulJ-style, to 
hurl him (the panda, 
rather than the child) 
from an upstairs window. But it is more 
than that Frankly, there is something of 
the night about ram. 

Watching Simon Russell Beale's oreep- 
ily brilliant performance as Widmerpool 
in A Dance to the Music of Time, I found 
myself thinking that he put me in mind of 
someone. Now, everyone has their own 


LIFE AND SOUL 



JANE SHILLING 


private Widmerpool. 
and I can instantly 
think of several 
among my own past 
acquaintance—most 
of them former high 
officials of the Ox¬ 
ford Union. But it 
was not just of them 
that Russell Beale 
reminded me. There 
was someone else. 
Someone I couldnt 
quite put my finger 
on, with just that 
qualiiy of fussy 
. malevolence... and 
as I opened the front door on my return 
from Kent, I knew at once who it was. 
There he was, sitting on the bottom stair 
where I had left him, an expression of 
pained reproof upon his grey and 
balding snout. It was Widmerpool in a 
furry pelt 

“Oh, Mr P," I said. “Your time has 


come. It’s the Old Pandas’ Home for 
you." I escorted him upstairs and stuffed 
him into a hatbox on top of the wardrobe, 
too high for Alexander to reach even if he 
stands on a chair. And then I wrait 
downstairs, poured myself a large 
whisky and watched the last part of D to 
IheMofTmth a light heart 


I 


n the small hours, I woke. Perhaps it 
was the whisky, or it might have 
been the unaccustomed silence of the 
house when Alexander is not in it; 
whatever the cause. I felt uneasy. In ray 
mind a conviction began to form, that if 
Alexander ever got to hear about this — 
and somehow I felt sure he would — 
sooner or later it would be the Old 
Mummys' Horae for me. “Oh, don’t be 
ridiculous.” I said to myself. “It’s just a 
stupid stuffed toy.” 

But then, strangely enough. 1 found 
myself getting out of bed. I retrieved the 
nasty old thing from the hatbox, tucked 
him under Alexander’s duvet and got 


back into bed. feeling a complete uIiol 
The grandparents, when I went down to 
fetch Alexander, had had soft toy dramas 
of their own, though of a more benign 
nature. Cindy the snake had accompa¬ 
nied them to Canterbury (a shameless 
flouting of Linda’s No Toy Animals 
Outside the Bedroom rule), and been left 
behind in Pizza Express. 

Jolly good riddance. I fear I would 
have said. But my mother, more tender¬ 
hearted than I. rang the restaurant in 
agonies of guilt, to see if the reptile had 
been found. “Three-foot blue fur adder.” 
said the efficient girl on the phone. 
"Righty-ho. Ill just go and check." A long 
pause, during which my mother won¬ 
dered bow ro break the news to 
Alexander that Cindy had gone back to 
the wild. Then the girl came back on the 
line. “Has ft." she asked, as though 
Canterbury Pizza Express were teeming 
with bright blue vipers and she needed 
some kind of distinguishing mark for 
identification purposes, “got a sticking- 
out tongue?" 

“I could never possibly have imag¬ 
ined," said my mother, rather faintly, as 
she recounted this conversation, “that my 
old age would be so foil of incident." 
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‘I was treated 
just like one 
of the family’ 


Naomi Lawson 

worked as an au 
pair in America 
for a year and 
had a great time 


I worked as a nanny in the 
United States in my year 
out before going to univ¬ 
ersity, and not only did I 
come through unscathed, but I 
loved it I would advise anyone 
who was considering becom¬ 
ing an au pair to leap at the 
chance. And I would tell any 
American family to take a 
British au pair. 

1 was sent to the States by 
EF Au Pair, the firm that sent 
Louise Woodward to work 
with the Eappens- Obviously I 
can't speak for anyone in¬ 
volved in that case, but during 
my year with the family I 
worked for I had no problems. 
Neither did I have any com¬ 
plaints about the agency. 

However, perhaps the sys¬ 
tem needs to be clarified. An 
au pair is not just someone to 
look after your children. It is a 
cultural exchange pro¬ 
gramme. At its best, it is about 
introducing your children to 
people from other countries, 
bringing someone into your 
home and showing them your 
part or the world. It is quite 
different from employing a 
nanny. 

It can be wonderful for 
everyone involved, and no¬ 
body should be deterred from 
going to [he States because of 
what happened to Louise 
Woodward. Thar was a one in 
a million incident. 

I have seen criticism of EF 
Au fair's selection, interview 
and vetting process, but in my 
case the agency was very 
thorough. The first meeting 1 
had was at Easter 1996. about 
five months before I went to 
ihe Stares. 

Initially, during the day¬ 
long meeting in London, the 
agency told us what the job 
involved and we were given 
individual interviews. All the 
potential au pairs had to fill in 
a detailed application form. 
We had to get a medical check¬ 
up from a GP. who issued the 
agency with a report. We also 
had to provide personal refer¬ 
ences; I gave the name of a 
teacher and two childcare 
contacts I had from a 
babysitting circle I ran at 
home in London. All were 
followed up by; the agency. 

After that, it was time to 
provide a legal reference. A JP 




Tearful 
Louise 
Woodward, 
during her 
trial in 
Boston for 
the murder 
of one of 
her charges 




whom I know declared that I 
did not have a criminal past 
Other au pairs got the police to 
give a legal report stating that 
they, too, had no criminal 
record. In the context oF the 
Louise Woodward case, l do 
not see what else the agency 
could have done to check 
credentials. 

I was not contacted by the 
agency for another four 
months, when it then gave me 
the name of an American 
family who liked the sound of 
me. So the agency was not 
rushing into things. 

1 had quite a for of childcare 
experience before 1 applied to 
be an au pair in America. As 
well as my babysitting circle. I 
had worked in schools and 
looked after children of all 
ages, so I knew about what I 
was letting myself in for. 

However, when I arrived in 
the US, like all the other au 
pairs. I had to complete a five- 
day full-time course at a 
college in New York City, 
where 1 learnt a lot more. 

As well as basic subjects like 
hygiene and safety, we were 
taught first aid — everything 
from treating cuts and bruises 
to spotting the symptoms of 
illnesses and what a child's 
reactions might be. We were 
also taught resuscitation and 
lifesaving techniques. But it 
was not ail trauma. We were 


nar. 



Above: 

Naomi Lawson 
with 

Jacqueline, aged 
three, and 
Jon-Paul, eight, 
photographed 
lastsuznmerm 
the back 
garden of their 
parents’ home 
in New York 
State 


advised on crafts and hobbies, 
nutrition and menus, and how 
to entertain a bored child on a 
rainy day. 

The agency was not just 
dumping us there and leaving 


us to gel on with it. There was 
a lot of follow-up support from 
EF Au fair after my place- 
mem in Effening, in upstate 
New- York, A buddy system 
was organised, where another 


girl who had been there for 
several months teamed up 
with us for advice and sup¬ 
port. I must not be sexist: ft 
could have been a boy au pair, 
as there are quite a few of 


Left Wendy 
Craig as Nanny 
Barbara in 
the drama series 
Nanny, set 
during the 
Second World 
War and shown 
on BBCI in 
1983 


them, but I was assigned a 
German girl who was work¬ 
ing nearby. In turn, I became 
the buddy of an English girl. 

Each month,-we would meet 
with other nannies in the area 


and discuss what we were 
doing. The agency also as¬ 
signed a local coordinator 
who monitored our progress 
■ with regular visits and phone 
calls. Any problems could be 
discussed with her. The au 
pairs would meet up in cafes 
and malls, or head down to 
New York City for the day. so I 
had a gpod social life and a lot 
of support 

B ut you are-there to 
work, not just to have 
fan. Like any job, you 
have to knuckle 
down and get on with it If you 
are' happy with the work 
environment and your em¬ 
ployers. you will enjoy life 
even 1 more. 

I was with a wonderful 
family, looking after Jon-Paul. 
who was eight and Jacque¬ 
line, who was three. They were 
lovely children, and to make 
things even better I got on well 
with their parents. Debra and 
PauL They knew that it was a 
cultural exchange and they 
understood that I was young, 
that die hours — 45 per week. 
— were long and that the work 
could be hard. ■ 

They told me that if I had 
any problems, or if I could not 
handle things. I should tell 
diem. They were aware of the 
stresses and made sure I knew 
that 1 could have time off if I 
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needed it The only time I had 
to take a break was when I had 
flu for three days, and Debra 
looked after the children her¬ 
self. They really made me feel 
like one of the family. It was as 
if I were a big sister to the 
children, and that was won¬ 
derful. It can be difficult for 
parents suddenly to have a 
teenager living with them. 

It was not just me being 
unusually fortunate. All the 
other au pairs who I got to 
know got on extremely well 
with the parents and children 
they worked with. If things did 
not work out the agency gave 
you an opportunity to move on 
somewhere else. . 

Yes, there can be pitfa Us, but 
if. the family understand the 
concept of an au pair as a 
cultural exchange, there 
should not be problems. 

_ Even in the current situa¬ 
tion, I would still have no 
hesitation about becoming an 
au pair in the States again 
(though my parents might not 
be quite so happy as they were 
last year). It would be a great 
shame if American families or 
British au pairs were deterred 
from using the system. 

American families are much 
more open than, say. the 
French, and while it tan be 
hard work, it was an incred¬ 
ibly rewarding experience, i 
would not have missed it. _ 


Guidelines to follow in the search for child care 


REX 


FINDING the right nanny or 
au pair, always a difficult task, has 
become an even greater 
challenge for parents after the trial 
of Louise Woodward. 

Just how should parents vet 
their staff? Are there key questions 
that could help to identify 
potential personality Daws? 

The whole process can be hit 
or miss, and selection of staff is 
down to experience, 
compatibility and instinct 

There is also concern among 
domestic agencies in Britain that 
Americans are exploiting an 
immigration loophole that permits 
inexperienced young women 
aged under 26 to work as au pairs, 
but who are then employed by 
families as full-time child carers. 

The Department of 
Employment has hud down firm 
rules about questions that 
should be always be asked by 


THE RIGHT QUESTIONS TO ASK 


nanny recruitment agencies. 

These seem an absolute minimum 
for parents who choose to do 
their own advertisements and 
selections. 

Michada Jones, a former 
nanny who set up a Hop on the 
Ball agency in Primrose HiD, 
North London, two years ago. 
follows the Government 
guidelines on questioning, then 
inquires even further—as 
should parents themselves. 

Miss Jones emphasises that 
an au pair in Britain should work 
alongside a mother, put in a 
limited number of hours each day. 
and be allowed to study and 
enjoy the culture of the host 
country. 

Government guidelines for 
employing a carer in Britain insist 


that employers should know the 
individual's complete employment 
history. If there are any gaps — 
even of a few weeks — they should 
be checked out. 

Potential employees are 
asked to list in detail experience 
they have had caring for 
children, the age of their charges, 
and say if they are willing to 
underfake extra duties, such as 
light housework or cooking. 

Miss Jones's agency also asks 
carers whether they lave a driving 
licence, and if they have a 
criminal record. Nannies must also 
state if they are comfortable 
with sole charge, or if they prefer to 
work with a parent AU 
references are followed up by 
telephone check. 

Coping with emergencies is 


another critical factor, 
especially in London, where 
parents mil always tdl a nanny 
never to answer the front door 
unless they know who is calling. 
Similarly, they will be warned 
about crank-telephone calls 
from people pretending to be the 
school doctor. In central 
London, urban, myths about dodgy 
professionals prevail. 

The effect of the Woodward- 
case has also been felt by nannies. 
It seems that many now-believe 
it is their paramount duty to point 
out even toe slightest bump or 
bruise suffered by a child while in 
their care. 

"Even if a girl forgets to tell 
the mother or father on the same 
evening, a good nanny wfil 
remember by the following day,” 
Miss Jones says. 

Valerie Elliott 
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A French company claims it can help couples determine the sex of their baby. Aileen Ballantyne reports 


Playing 


God with 


natural 


selection 


T he joyful announce¬ 
ment "It’s a boy!" or 
“It’s a girt!" is part of 
the thrill for most 
first-time parents. Happily 
ignorant of the sex of their 
child until it takes' its first 
breath, they readily accept 
nature’s gift-wrapping — at 
least first time around. 

*v k But by the time a second 
.£ child is on; the way, many 
couples hoping to strike the 
perfect balance — a boy for 
you. a girl for me — will 
discover the sex of 
their child through 
a scan early in the 
pregnancy, 

Choice is not 
usually a luxury 
expectant parents 
are given when it 
comes to theft- 
child’s sex; no mat¬ 
ter how much sea¬ 
food is eaten in the 
quest for a boy, 
nature's random 
selection has 
proved to- be a 
more powerful 
force than • any 
myth. StQl, a few 
fish dinners have 
to be preferable to 

> the technique em¬ 
ployed by ancient 


‘Ancient 
Greeks 
bound up 
their left 
testicle, 
believing, 
boys came 
only from 
the right 
testicle’ 


Greeks desperate for a sou 
and heir, who willing ly and 
painfully bound up their left 
testicle during the .lovemaking 
act in the mistaken belief that 
boys came only from the right 
testicle.- 

Detecting a trend—parents 
curious about their baby's sex 
might also want to play a part 
in determining it — a French 
organisation, Rightbaby, is 
currently attempting to raise 
its profile in Britain..: 


you choose. If you end up with 
le "Wrongbabjr after employ¬ 
ing its methods, Rightbaby is 
willing to commit (verbally at 
least) to returning the money, 
but, of course, promises noth¬ 
ing regarding the future wel¬ 
fare, upkeep and cost of 
bringing up Wrongbaby. 

For thousands of years — 
long before the current baby- 
asKiesigner-accessory trend 
—' couples who wanted to 
choose the sex of their baby 
have been all too willing to 

_ seek “remedies" 

that purported to 
alter the SO/SO bal¬ 
ance of nature. 

Old wives’ tales 
abound on choos¬ 
ing the sex of a 
baby, including the 
extremely strange 
suggestion that 
having sex while 
the north wind 
blows will not only 
help keep the chill 
at bay, but is more 
likely. to produce 
a son. 

The Rightbaby 
technique involves 
loyemakingon cer¬ 
tain dates — and 
there are appar¬ 
ently ^plenty of cou¬ 



ples willing to give it a try. In 
terms of a licence to print 
money, it appears to be litde 
short of gold dust for the 
company behind it 
But / this is not double¬ 
glaring being sold. Rightbaby 
promises a near 100 per cent 
success rate just by following 
the favourable dates an a 
“scientifically proven personal 
calendar”. This might also 
tempt many couples to have 
‘just-one more baby" -in the 


Sylvaine Campartas and her husband decided they would have only one child and went to Rightbaby. They got what they wanted; a boy, Clement, now two years old 


The cnrnpany daxrhs to have *■' hope that they can be certain 
already given 153 couples, for . of the sex. 

France the means' to choose . Rightbaby plans to set up a 
the sex of their baby, and it is ; personalTOimsdling service in 
now looking to drum up' every area of Britain to warn 


f 


business in Britain.” 

Par E199 a time, it 
that you will ' have le 
“Rightbaby" — ie, of the sex 


couples that, in spite of its 
daims, the couple themselves 
may make a mistake, and 
have sex on the “wrong” day 


for . the child of their choice. 
But does the system work? 

Sylvaine Campartas from 
Avignon, a Rightbaby client, 
wanted a baby boy and got 
just that when Cl&ment, now 
two years old. was bom. 

“We had decided to have one 
child because my husband is 
away a lot — he works for a 
transport company — and 1 
didn’t want to be coping on my 
own with several children,’' 
she said. “We chose to have a 
boy because dial is what my 
husband wanted." 

Rightbaby chums that dur¬ 
ing the past six years it has 
tested the method on 155 
French couples, of whom 153 
successfully got the child of the 


sex they wanted. These results, 
it says, have been verified by a 
French huisier, a form of 
judicial auditor. 


A ccording to Right¬ 
baby, this is how its 
method works. Tak¬ 
ing the (correct} 
premise that sperm containing 
the Y chromosome produce 
boys and sperm containing the 
X chromosome produce girls, 
the . company’s brochures 
states: “The ovum membrane 
itself has a charge which 
selects the sperm containing 
the X or Y chromosome. 

“French scientist [Patrick] 
Sfchoun found that nature's 
way was to alternate this 


charge at different times so as 
to vary the gender of humans 
and other mammals." 

But several British fertility 
experts are dubious about the 
validity of the technique. 

Dr Alan Handyside. a lead¬ 
ing embryologist, who. with 
Professor Lord Robert Win¬ 
ston. pioneered the only scien¬ 
tifically proven method of 
determining the sex of a child 
six years ago. was highly 
sceptical, not least because 
Rightbaby has never pub¬ 
lished its findings in a reputa¬ 
ble medical journal. 

“Their literature reads like 
an episode of the X-Ftles.” Dr 
Handyside said. “There is a 
smattering of science, but it 


Sorry, I 



want new labour 


These days men 


COMB 


feel obliged to be 


present at the birth 


of their children. 


One father, 


however, reckons 


this is a bad idea* 


T here is something fine about 
the old-fashioned custom of 
keeping the father-to-be wait¬ 
ing outside the hospital maternity 
room, although nowadays he is not 
allowed to smoke a dgar while he 
waits to be introduced to a dean and 
neatly swaddled new baby. 

I. by contrast, was very much inside 
the maternity ward for the birth of my 
first child and 1 did not enjoy one 
minute of it 

Most men have not had the 
experience of watching a serious 
operation or had any intimate contact 
with blood and guts, anil it is afl a bit 
of a trauma. I did not think I was 
going to pass out or anything, because 
I am not squeamish, but I just stood 
around fading superfluous and wish¬ 
ing I was not there, although I did 
desperately want to see my baby. 

Uke most men of ray generation, I 
was bom without the blessing of my 
father’s presence in the hospital — he 
was not even in the same town. 
However, many of us in this same 
generation now feel that we m ust b e 
present at the births of our children. 
The birth would have happened 

whether I was there or not, but for my 

first child I was blindly led to think 
that it was my duty to be there. So I 
went, and it taught me not to do it 
again. You would not wander into an 
appendectomy, would you? Even if it 
was your partner's. 

Sage, my wife, and I had discussed 
children and childbirth before we got 
married. She had said she would not 
want me to be there, and I certainly 
did not want to be there. So we had 




Daddy darling 
George 
weeks. 


Sage and Mark 


ling: bagi 

! with Tilly, aged three 
Mark was watching 
television when TQly was born 


A father’s first view of his baby through the hospital door, 1953 
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he was in a hospital with a 
pie who deliver babies all 
she had then changed her 
fid have gone in. 
j, she did say that tf she 
tr mind I should ignore, 
wuld have stayed at the 


head of the bed and stuck like a limpet 
to the wall, because I would have felt 
that I would have been encroaching 
on Sage’s dignity. 

However, if you are actually there it 
is extremely difficult not to look. With 
my first child I wanted .to see her 
emerge into toe world, but you cannot 
help but see a lot of things you don’t 
want to see, and things are being tom 
that you don’t want to see being tom. 
And I know'what Sage is like — she 
would punch my fights out If I wait 
near her when she was in pain. 

But it is not just the pain. That 
would be fine. It is all the rest of it I 
think.it Is extremely undignified for a 
woman to have her husband see her 
being hacked around and turned 
inside out And no man on this planet 
is used to seeing another man with a 
rubber glove domg an internal exami¬ 
nation on his wife. 

Before Sage went into labour 1 was 
with her for as long as she wanted me 


to be. We talked and played Scrabble 
after she had been given the epidural, 
and we agreed that she would tell me 
when to leave. She knew I wanted to 
watch NYPD Blue and when it was 
about to start she gave me the all clear 
and told me to leave. 


S o 1 went downstairs and 
watched television. The Picture 
of Dorian Gray was on by the 
time I got the phone cal! from the 
obstetrician telling me that Sage had 
had a healthy baby. He would not say 
whether It was a boy or a girl, and 
asked if 1 would like to go up in about 
20 minutes. 

I bounded upstairs and waited 
outside the delivery room, where I 
could hear the baby opting. And there 
I had to wait, watching the midwife 
coining and going. She would not let 
me in the room until Sage said she 
was ready. It was a great build-up. 
terribly exciting.' there was just an 


inch of wood between me and the 
baby. And when they lei me in. 
there was a beautiful baby girL 

For both ray (laughters I recorded a 
tape so that the first music they heard 
was not anything by the Spice Girls, it 
was somrthing decent. Florence 
heard Stevie Ray Vaughan straight 
after she was bom and Tilly got Neil 
Young’s Hurricane 3D minutes after 
she had been delivered. 

But what’s 20 minutes? I was seeing 
her for the first time and that 20 
minutes made no difference. My 
feelings were just as strong as when 
Florence was bom. and when 1 played 
Tilly her music i burst into tears. 

So, in a nutshell. I don’t think, it 
really matters when you first see your 
child; not if it is a long period of time 
like three years, obviously, but in 
terms of just a few minutes it does not 
matter to me. 

The big thing about labour and 
pregnancy is that you have to do what 
you want to do. Of course, you listen 
to all the available medical advice, but 
if you have a choice, choose what you 
want. Don't listen to peer pressure or 
do what everyone else does. 

I always said that Sage should do 
exactly what she wanted to do, and 
that is not a lack of support, it is the 
exact opposite. 


Mark George 


doesn't stand up to dose 
scrutiny." 

The method pioneered by 
Handyside and Winston uses 
test tube baby techniques ftVF) 
—and relies on the removal of 
a single cell from a three-day 
embryo when it is no bigger 
than the foil stop at the end of 
this sentence. 

Only embryos of the “right" 
sex are replaced in the wom¬ 
an’s womb. But in Britain, the 
method is available only for 
couples at high risk of passing 
on serious gender-linked dis¬ 
eases such as haemophilia — 
whose faulty gene can be 
passed on harmlessly from 
mother to daughter, but has a 
higher risk of producing the 
disease in male offspring. 

Those wanting a choice for 
no more than social purposes 
must continue to trust in 
nature. 

Rightbaby argues that if foil 
details of its work had been 
widely publicised before it 
became a commercial enter¬ 
prise, after 14 years of research 
Schoun would not be able to 
profit from his work. 


Among British scientists, 
this argument does not hold 
water. They say that it is 
possible that publishing after 
having applied for a patent 
would prevent others from 
cashing in on an original idea. 


C oncerns about 
Rightbaby’s appar¬ 
ent haste in market¬ 
ing its product were 
expressed by Professor Robert 
Edwards, the test-tube haby 
pioneer. 

As editor of the medical 
journal Human Reproduc¬ 
tion. and the father of five 
daughters, he believes that a 
reliable and nan-invasive 
method of sex selection is 
desirable — but he had heard 
nothing of Rightbaby. 

“There have been many 
false daims in this field," he 
said. “Something like this 
should not be put on the 
market before it is published 
and reviewed by other 
scientists." 

Dr Peter Liu, managing 
director of the London Gender 
Clinic, said the Rightbaby 


method would probaby be 
about 10 per cent more reliable 
than counting on nature’s! 
random selection. 

"Many of their references to 
other work are inadequate." 
he said. “We have looked and 
just cannot find them. It is all 
rather uncomfortable." 

The London Gender Clinic 
offers a “sperm sorting" ser¬ 
vice, which involves artifidal 
insemination, for couples who 
want id choose their child’s 
sex. It daims a success rate of 
up to 25 per cent above 
nature’s 50/50 chance of 
choosing the sex of a baby. 

Or if all else fails and you 
really want a boy, then marry 
an older man. Liverpool re¬ 
searchers have recently found 
that during or shortly after the 
last two world wars — when 
more women married older 
men — there were more boys 
bom than girls. 

Nature moves in mysterious 
ways, and maybe it is better 
left that way. 

• The London Gender Clinic. MO 
Pari Road. Hendon. London 
NW-iSTL (Q/8/-2022W)}. 
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[MharaustStqjbenAndertan- 
provides a compendium of answers to hundreds qf 
perennial questions abort gardening such as: 
when to cui back old hedges 
hot# to persuade reluctant wisterias to flower 
which climbers to choose for north walls 
whether you can grow lemon trees from a pip 
(the answer is yes but it takes a long time) and 
how to eliminate bindweed 
Appealing to all gardeners, the novice and the 
experienced, this book is ideal for anyone who 
has been stumped for a practical answer while 
trying to create a beautiful garden. 

Here (hey can find a solution to set theft- 
minds at rest As Stephen says, “Gardening 
should be fun but sometimes you run into a 
problem that spoils it all The sooner a problem 
is solved, foe sooner you can get back to the 
exciting, imaginative part" 

Times readers can buy a copy of Garden 
Answers by Stephen Anderton, for £10 including 
postage, a saving of £1.99 on foe cover price. 
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A £15-million house in Regent’s Park comes with a Rolls-Royce. But is it little more than a sales gimmick, asks Rachel Kejly 


I t is something of a disap¬ 
pointment to arrive at 
Number One Cam¬ 
bridge Gate, a £15 mil¬ 
lion house in Regent’s Park. 
North London, which went on 
the market last week complete 
with a £250,000 Rolls-Royce. 

I expected to find the hand¬ 
crafted Silver Spur in the 
drive, and perhaps a red 
carpet leading to an imposing 
front door opened by a man in 
a penguin suit. In fact, the 
builders haven't quite finished 
work on the front of the end-of- 
lerrace 40-room French-Em¬ 
pire style. 1875 mansion 
(pictured right), and there is 
scaffolding on the houses next 
door, which are being convert¬ 
ed into swanky flats as parr of 
the development The Roller is 
discreetly parked in the mews 
garage behind the house. 

But dose the heavy front 
door to (he mansion and one is 
transported into a different 
world, one where the glass- 
domed swimming pool can be 
transformed into a ballroom 
dance-floor and where bed¬ 
rooms mean four-posters and 
under-floor heating. 

This summer the house 
became die blank canvas on 
which 30 interior designers 
worked rheir magic for the 
owners, Balfour Beatty and a 
consortium of bold Singapor¬ 
ean investors. Such were the 
divergent styles that one critic 
described the house as “like 
visiting the Geffrye Museum 
on an acid irip”. 

The house has since calmed 
down. Much of the furniture 
used for the exhibition has 
disappeared and. though the 
rooms are still decorated in 



this year compared to two* 
minion at the heigh! of the 
boom in 1988. Think of the 
right sales ploy and you just 
migh t secure that commission. 

One offer from SaviUs’ Ox¬ 
ford office is a free valuation, 
and should Savins sell The 
house, removal costs wnhin 
100 miles will be paid. 

Richard Marchand, of the 
Devon agents Marchand-Fetit. 
says that throwing in a boat 
for houses on sale on Cornish 
creeks can work. 


O flier sales ploys in¬ 
clude lordships of 
the manor or live¬ 
stock. Sometimes a 
quick-thinking agent can puli 
off a sale. Andrew Buchanan, 
of John D. Wood recalls 
selling to a Mr God bey who 
bought a house in Godfrey 
street, and sdling a house in 
die Kings Road, once the home 
of Thomas Arne, author of 
Rule Britannia, to a patriotic 

Chelsea grande dame. 

But ultimately, a house or 
flat that answers buyers'needs 
at the right price will seU If a 
des res lias that power shower 
or those low voltage down- 
lighters on dimmers that buy¬ 
ers want, gimmicks are not 
needed. Sensible agents wfl] 
more often suggest that own¬ 
ers dear away childrens' toys, 
plant flowers in the garden or 
dean the windows rather than 
include the Volkswagen in 
their p r op erty sale. 

' Buyers should always be 
suspicious of extras. There is. 
after all. no such thing as a 
free Rolls-Royce. 

• Agents: De Great Collis, 
0171-2359000. 


If I were a rich man... 


divergent style, the overall 
effect is totally harmonious. 

The house has eight bed¬ 
room suites, six reception 
rooms, three kitchens, a lib¬ 
rary. study, wine cellar and its 
restoration is the culmination 
of a programme started by the 
Crown Estate 50 years ago to 
restore the war-damaged 
Nash terraces and villas in 
Regent’s Park. Two-thirds of 
the houses were derelict and 
the AtJee government set up a 
commission to advise on the 
resurrection of Nash's archi¬ 
tectural layout 


The folly decorated house is 
ready to move into, though the 
furniture remaining bom die 
interior design exhibition is 
not induded in the price. 

Averfl Butt of the selling 
agents De Groot Collis, says; 
“We have had considerable 
unofficial interest in the house. 
The house would be suitable 
for someone who wanted to 
entertain on a grand scale, 
perhaps a foreign buyer.” 

Ms Butt denies that throw¬ 
ing in a car is a marketing 
gimmick. A roll-call of the 
famous were involved in its 



Bonus: a 1980 Rolls-Royce Silver Spar worth ££0,000 


design, the result of a competi¬ 
tion set by Rolls-Royce, and 
won by die designer Joanna 
Wood. She took the black and 
yellow racing colours of the 
Duchess of Westminster as 
her theme, and David Linley 


designed the marquetry. Pic¬ 
nic accessories, champagne 
flutes and glasses are by 
Asprey. and the yellow and; 
black crockery by Spode. It 
would be possible to buy the 
house without the car at a 


reduced price. But is it little 
more than a sales gimmick? 

Ms Butt says: “The car was 
commissioned as part of the 
exhibition held in the house 
this June before we put it up 
for sale. At this level of the 
market, talk of gimmicks is 
inappropriate. You have got to 
get die basic product right" 

Willie Gething. of agents 
Property Vision, says a house 
must be “dressed" for it to sdL 
He says: “Ifirs done well, a 
buyer will fall in love with a 
house that’s ready to. walk 
into. Empty houses don’t sdL" 
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However, David Forbes, of 
Chesterfields, is luke warm 
about throwing in a car with 
this sort of property. He says: 
“Offering a car as a carrot is 
unusual. Houses like this are 
usually marketed to an “A” list 
of - selected buyers whom 
agents know may be Inter¬ 
ested. Only then mil a bro¬ 
chure be produced." , 

Lower down the market, 
sales ploys are more common, 
especially in a market where 
agents are desperate for com¬ 
mission. The supply of houses 
is low — around 13 million 
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The first-floor dining room at No 1 Cambridge Gate, with the table laid for dinner 


The imposing faqade of the terrace 


The ground floor reception room of the house, btdtt in 1875 in French-Empire style 
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29 luxury apartments in a grade II listed Georgian Terrace. 

Located in the heart of Bankside next to the FT Building and just a 
short stroll from the City's Square Mile . 

Set within 1Q0 yards of the riverside. 

Nearby landmarks indude the new Tate Gallery, The New Globe 
Theatre and the Oxo Building. 

A choice of Underground stations including Cannon Street, Btacfcfriars 
and London Bridge are ail within a few minutes walk. 

One and two bed flats available. Prices from £140,000 to £295,000. 
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£114.996 UfcM 0171 480 
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VALUE IN LONDON! 
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fflGHGATE 
VILLAGE N6 
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Oncd kiiefaen. pnft £775X00. 
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KENSINGTON & 
CHELSEA 


NOTTTNGHILL 


NOTTING HILL GATE 

Prmy Guoigton botac wtih Z 
psdos and (Mage to teds part 
offtarabcBoM. 

Laifc itu.p. ConcenalKy/ 
ifmliH no. 2 bah. Fuad 
Utebeo&fan&nn. Sonny roof 
—. P reapwtopdtt. 

fSKUno&adteld. 

Td: 0850 294 958 
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MUST 5B1 - REDUCED 
TO £259.908 
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Country Cachet 
Close to The Capital 

Nestling in die idyllic surroundings of a 
Hertfordshire country village and just 
thirty minutes from London is Twin Foxes. 
These magnificent three bedroom, three storey 
homes boast south facing gardens overlooking 
nothing but open countryside. The outstanding 
architecture is in perfect harmony with its 
rural setting. Whilst the interior contains man y 
thoughtful touches designed for easy living. 
They indude an Integral garage, built-in 
vacuum system, points for stereo speakers in all 
main rooms, plus separate bathroom and shower 
room. There is even a choice of kitchen widths. 
Twin Foxes is minutes from che AJ . Stevenage 
and Welwyn Garden Gty, with trains at 
regular intervals to Kings Cross. 

Prices from £154,995. 

For mote info rmatio n rail sales on 

0143S 812 982. 

Sales office open 10.30am - 5.30pm 
seven days a week. 


TWIN7FOXE-S 

TOmlmer Green, Knebworth, Herts. SG3 6QT 
A WEATHERHEAD DEVELOPMENT 


PROPERTY CONTINUES 
ON PAGES 10 & 11 
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Erica Wagner 
. . explores the 
hotel that 
! became the 
setting for 
A Dance to the 
* Music of Time 

W hat a relief to 
learn that other 
people, too. leave 
things behind in 
-hotel room wardrobes. You 
. cap understand that. Gianni 
Versace would have been a 
■ little preoccupied when Sting 
and Trudie Styler married in 
- 1992 at the Hollingtan House 
. Hotel in Wiltshire — what 
, #h dressing the beautiful 
bride and making sure that 
. Trudie's £20,000 outfit was not 
. disarranged by the sncrw- 
. white steed that brought her to 
' ■ the altar—but when one of the - 
/. world’s top designers leaves 
his jacket somewhere, there is 
a good chance it will not have 
come from Marks & Sparks. 

John Guy. the hotel's owner, 
discovered the jacket hanging 
in die wardrobe of Holfing- 
. ton's largest suite, where 
Versace had stayed. “It turned 
out that it was a very spedal 
prototype," says Mr Guy, 
whose hotel has been the 
backdrop for numerous celeb- 
l. riry weddings and now Chan- 
■ net 4's adaptation of Anthony 
- Powell's A Dance to the Music 
; of Time. “Everyone was in a 
panic about the jacket" 

. Mr Guy, an Australian who 
. ran restaurants and hotels in 
; Melbourne before opting for 
■ what he imagined would be 
\ m the peace and quiet of the 
English countryside in 1992. 

• was unfazed, however. The 
jacket was air-expressed bade 


'TK^U'^rrijrii-i ij,f«ilu 


House returned to normal. Or 
what is normal for Hollingtan 
House, at any rate. 

:'. A fine Edwardian house in 
25 acres., with 21 large; airy 
rooms, the hotel had a preyir. 
ous, rather more sedate exis¬ 
tence as a Rupa nursing home 
before John and. fenny Guy 
bought itfive years ago. 

It was built in 1904 by the 
splendidly named Festus 
E. Kelly, who added touches . 


a view to filming 






DEMAND lor farmhouses has propelled the price of farmland in 
England and Wales id a record high, according to a survey by the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors published the week. The 
average price of £6,959 per hectare In 1996 has risen to £ 7 , 633 , 
an increase of 12J5 per cent 

“A two-tier market has evolved, the like of which we have not 
seen since the late 1980s; non-farming money has consistently 
outbid farmers for land with residential and sporting appeal' 
reports Justin Marking, of the agents SavlJts. 




-J 




-'i 


m 




iT A ± r 



J.feiT 







lUt 



JM 



h 




iU 



,a.V: • 












&sapittw?- 8 




In East Sussex, £650,000 will buy Olives Farm, a 110-acre 
country estate at Broad Oak, near HesrthfieW. it comes with a 
Grade II listed 18th-century five-bedroom house, a converted 
three-bedroom oast house, beautiful formal gardens, a lake and 
swimming pool, surrounded by pasture and woodland. 
John D Wbod 01342 326326. 
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Hollington House Hotel: arrive by helicopter and be wrapped in privacy. From the balconies there are no other houses as far as the eye can see 


E. Kelly, who added Touches ■ Quantd executives back to 
^ appassaate tohixjQy®Jsj»oo— t^oa-[iajiijjiutes.-© J E£i tter- 
iker: the great ourande'TiSr sea by chopper). 

. andjsome.aLifae-CorridoEs.are - .-jfyou r ecog nise the hotel in 
1 adorned with' stained-glass "tfie. picture, it' is probably 


Neighbours and various ABC 
film crews. “That, meant l 
knew what I didn't waxit^He~‘ 


portable tennis courts, the 
-latter laid; out , on the lawn. 
"(horiuTfb 'the helicopter) be- 


f*wiiidpws depictmgdfc seaswef- 

• in the guise of slightly.dead-' 
j eyed. Pre-Raphaelite style 

women; the high ceilings of 
2, the dining room and sitting 
f room are exuberantly plas- 
, tered. To say .the least, the last 
; traces of a nursing home have 

* been banished; when we 
arrived a helicopter waited on 

’ the lawn towhisk a group of 


of it, .sfightly altered;-in A 
Dance to the Music of Time, 
or perhaps in one of the Fry- 
Laurie Jeeves and Wooster 
tales which were filmed there. 

The Guys are no strangers 
to the whims of film people: 
before he left Melbourne in 
1988 Mr Guy'S hotel there had 
played host to the cast of 


says. “When I'd dealt with:, neath ’the stone-flagged bal- 
ABC it caused terrible disrup- - cony. In the dining room a 
tiontodie pjestsrsO.thk timeI-'---piano- wasrinstaHed and the 


told the producers that 1 would 
dose the hotel — they were 
here for four days — and 
instead of paying a site fee they 
could simply pay die revenue J 
would have taken from keep¬ 
ing the hotel open.” 

So directors Alvin Rakoff 
and Christopher Morahan 
arrived with vintage cars and 
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Stately guest rooms, where visitors have^a tendency to leave things behind 


STARRING IN BERKSHIRE 


LENNY HENRY and 
DAWN FRENCH live 
. in a Queen Anne man¬ 
sion near Reading 
with their fiveyearold 
daughter. The six-bed¬ 
room property, with 
beautiful gardens, a 
swimming pool and 
tennis court is said to 
be worth more than 
; £1.5 million. 



ROLF HARRIS lives 
in an L-shapcd bouse 
at Bray, with his wife, 
Alwen, a sculptress. 
The split-level prop¬ 
erty. valued at more 
than £ 500 , 000 , is on 
the banks of die 
Thames, and the large 
garden includes a ser¬ 
ies of pools fed by a 
small waterfall 


NSSON. 
ter two- 
in a five- 
juse af 
sm. The 

several 

ens. was 
£500.000 
ear after 
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MARKET 

COMMENT 


THE M4 corridor extension is 
prime commuter territory, 
with good rail connections: 
Basingstoke to Waterloo takes 
about 45 minutes — ideal for 
City workers—while the West 
End is well served by the 
Oxford-Didcot-Paddington 
line and frequent fast links 
from die southwest and Wales 
via Swindon {an hour's jour¬ 
ney to Paddington) and Read¬ 
ing (30 minutes). 

As a result, the property 
market has been substantially 
shaped by London’s buoyant 
conditions, as families tired of 
city life have sold up and 
headed west But while selling 
in the area may be easy at 
present, buying is harder. 
Agents report a shortage of 
property, particularly in the 
most popular family home 

bracket People are not putting 
houses up for sale because 
there is little to move to. 

House-hunters are driven 
primarily by the combination 
of accessibility and the rural 
idylL although as Richard 
Trustram Eve, of the agents 
Strutt & Parker in Newbury. 
Berkshire, says, the lack of 
supply means they are having 
to co mpro mise: “People are 
settling for houses with some 
thing of a blight — motorway 


red wallpaper was covered by 
a subtler shade. Cameras were 
placed on the balcony of the 
dramatic entrace hall, which 
necessitated the removal of the 
enormous cut-glass chande¬ 
lier, a day’s job m itself. 

All die wfixle, John Gielgud, 
Edward Fox and James Pure 
foy sloped about the place, 
making their entrances and 
exits as required. “I pretty 
much kept out of the way,” Mr 
Guy says. “But when they’d 
gone, you wouldn’t have 
known they’d been here. It 
went off without a hitch.” 

S adly. Dance has nor 
done as well as Chan¬ 
nel 4 might have 
hoped, attracting 
about three million viewers — 
fewer even than the BBC’s 
disastrous Ivanhoe. Successful 
adaptations, such as the BBC’s 
Pride and Prejudice, have 
caused visitor numbers at 
their “location houses”, such 
as Lyme Park, in Cheshire, to 
soar, that house had 800 
visitors the week after it was 
first seen on television. 

But Mr Guy is unperturbed. 
Above all else he values the 
privacy his guests can experi¬ 
ence here — looking out from 
the balcony, there are no other 
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Jonathan Cake, left, and Janies Purefoy from the TV drama 
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noise or less land than they 
wanted — which in a slow 
market would be relatively 
hard to sell.” They are also 
likely to be up against 30 or 40 
viewers and a handful of 
competing bidders for any 
good property. And they can 
expect to pay 15 to 20 per cent 
more than last year. 

THE UNPREDICTABILITY 
of die market is demonstrated 
by the lack of agreement on 
guide-price bands between 
agents. Mr Trustram Eve 
quotes £200,000 to £275.000 
for a three-bedroom cottage in 
a pretty village; Nick van 
Zeller, of Knight Frank in 
Hungerfoni, pitches the range 
at £250000 to G50JXXX For a 
good five-bedroom family 
home with an acre of land, 
youll be looking at guide 


buildings as far as the eye can 
see — and he does not long for 
a stream of visitors to be 
tramping across his lawn. 
Not. of course, that he objects 
to a little publicity and a 
bustling hotel. “Every visitor 
is a potential guest,” he says, 
handing me a list of tariffs. 

It is indeed a beautiful place. 
I would not mind spending a 
weekend away here. And 1 
would not fed so bad when I 
left something behind ... as 
surely I would be bound to do. 

• Hoflingron House Hotel. 
Woolton Hill, near Newbury, 
Berkshire RG20 9XA (01635 
255100. fax01635255075). 
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prices of £350.000 to £450,000 
(Strutt & Parker) or £450.000 
to £600.000 (Knight Frank). 

At the upper end of the 
market, a six-bedroom Victori¬ 
an house with five acres, a 
pool and tennis court would 
fetch £750,000 plus; tite Geor¬ 
gian equivalent is likely to go 
for more than £1 million. 

While unsympathetic devel¬ 
opments have left some vil¬ 
lages in the area less 
picturesque, there is an abun¬ 
dance of popular enclaves to 
choose from — assuming you 
can find anything to buy. 
North of Newbury (good fur 
Swindon/Reading) lie villages 
such as Boxford. Chaddle- 
worth and Buckiebury: nearer 
Basingstoke are KamsdeK and 
Monk Sherborne. 

FAITH GLASGOW 
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Homeowners are selling up and becoming millionaires 


overnight. Tom Rowland and Rachel Kelly report 



The drawing room has gilt cornices, Corinthian columns and mahogany doors 


The angel of 


divine profit 



Highly desirable: the front of the house in Notting Hill 


I s it possible for a quite 
pleasant but rather 
nondescript terrace 
house in Nocring Hill — 
that deeply trendy comer of 
West London — really to be 
worth its asking price of £1 
million, given that the build¬ 
ing is nothing special and in 
need of modernisation? 

It seems that it can, because 
one has just come on to the 
market in Chepstow Place, 
while another late Victorian 
semi in Westboume Park 
Road, on the marker for 
£895,000 with local agents 
Winkworth. is under offer at 
just under the magic million. 

Notting Hill, a daring area 
for a City type to venture into a 
decade ago. has now been 
thoroughly gentrified and its 
property market looks to be 
right at the lucrative top of the 
cycle. 

The process is creating a 
new class of elderly million¬ 
aires, for houses coming up for 
sale tend not to have been on 
the market in decades. 

The one in Chepstow Place 
is owned by 79-year-old Reggie 
Baxter, a retired Lloyds insur¬ 
ance broker whose mother 
bought the house for him in 
the early 1950s for £800. So if 



SMART 

MOVERS 


• The Marquess of Tav- 
fetockts letting the Dow¬ 
er House, a seven-bed- 
nxnned house in seven 
acres, with a swimming 
pool at Woburn Abbey, 
and once home to the late 
12 th Duke of Bedford. It 
is to. let at £4.000 a 
month, through the 
agents Bid wells, acting 
for ihe trustees of the 
Bedford Estate. 



Marquess of Tavistock 


• Henry Dent-Brocfcie- 
hurst, heir to Sudeley 
Castle. Winchcombe, 
Gloucestershire; and his 
fiancee, Lily Maltese, are 
house-hunting in Not¬ 
ting Hill. West London. 
They are living in his 
sister's flat on the top 
floors of a terraced Vic¬ 
torian house io 
Westboume Grove. 


Reggie Baxter in the house his mother bought for him in the 1950s for £800. Noel Coward's photo is on the piano 


he gets the asking price, that 
represents a leap in value of 
1.183 per cent 

Over the years, he has spent 
rather more than the initial 
£800 on the interior, and the 
drawing room now has gilt 
com icing, Corinthian columns 
and mahogany doors, making 
it far more opulent than die 
house would have originally 
warranted. 

An autographed picture of 
Noel Coward dedicated to Mr 
Baxter stands on top of his 
Chinese lacquered Steinway 
grand piano, next to a stack of 
Ivor Novello scores. 

Mr Baxter did rather well in 
insurance and became a theat¬ 
rical “angel", putting money 
into a series of big musicals. 
Having lived with his house¬ 
keeper for many years, the two 


now want to move to a 
mansion flat that will be easier 
to maintain. 

Apart from the grand room 
at the front, much of the rest of 
the house needs updating, 
including a kitchen extension 
at the back. Others in the row 
have turned this area into a 
family room, knocking out the 
bade wall and replacing it with 
picture windows, says Andrew 
Phillips from Hamptons, 
which is selling the house. 

The house is on three floors 
with no basement, but the 
back extension gives it about 
the same floor area as a four- 
storey period terrace house. 

The row of houses was built 
in 1855 by John Treadaway, a 
Paddington Green tailor who 
had prospered by selling cloth¬ 
ing to the navvies employed on 


the Great Western Railway. It 
can hardly have been a good 
investment at the time. A crop 
of speculators lost their shirts 
attempting to develop the. old 
Hippodrome racecourse that 
stood an a 200-acre site on top 
of Notting Hill in die late 
1830s. 

The shells of hundreds of 
part-finished houses stood rot¬ 
ting during the lS50s and 
1860s, and the crash of 
Overend and Gurney’s Bank 
in 1866 dealt a crushing blow 
to the area. It did not help that 
to the west lay the notorious 
Piggeries and Potteries, grim 
slums surrounded by brick 
fields and pigsties. In 1849. it 
was infested with chdera. 

To make matters worse, to 
the east lies Bayswater. by the 
turn of the century so out of 


fashion that its mere mention, 
sent smart ladies into aswooiL 

Lady Bracknell in Oscar 
Wilde’s The Importance of 
Being Earnest, first performed 
in 1895. was not alone in her 
abhorrence of foe place. 

Lloyd Sanders, die architec¬ 
tural historian, despaired in 
1910 at “the rigid awl undevi- 
aring respectability of Bays¬ 
water". He.was-surprised that 
“so eminently Bayswatery a 
neighbourhood as that of' 
Pem bridge Square and Chep¬ 
stow Place should be found, in 
the parish of Kensington." 

. Bayswarery or not. Chep¬ 
stow Place, along with the rest 
of Notting Hill, is in fashion 
but only time will tdl if its: 
soaring house prices will 
prove vulnerable to the latest 
stock market falL 



Henry Brocklehurst 


• A country house de¬ 
signed by Sir Basil 
Spence, one mile west of 
the village of Kippen in 
Stirlingshire, is on the 
market for. £L2 million. 
Gribloch House was de¬ 
signed in 1938 by Sir 
Basil, one of Britain’s 
best known 20th-century 
architects. 


Rachel Kelly 
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OXFORDSHIRE - Blackthorn Price Guide: £245,000 
A chapel conversion uf 17th Century origin offering family accommodation and potential 
for improvement. 5 bedrooms. 2 bathrooms, shower room. 3 re c eptio n rooms, kitchen, 
breakfast room, utility room and garden. 

OXFORD OFFICE: 03865 313522 
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London and Country Estate Agents 


Established 1872 
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SURREY- Oxshott Price Guide £3,500,000 
The major part of a Grade 0 Jacobean style mansion, with a baronial interior. 5 bedrooms, 
3 bathrooms. 2 shower rooms, 3 reception rooms including full height g?Heried dining hall 
gymnasium and landscaped garden with heated swimming pool. 

HEAD OFFICE: 0271493 4306 WZMBLEDON OFFICE: 0381944 7172 
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HAMPSHIRE - Ramsdell Price Guide: £190.000 for the whole 
A pair of cottages In need of complete refurbishment with about 

O. 31 ) ha (U.7? acres! on the edge of the village. Each has: 3 bedrooms, bathroom. 

2 reception rooms, kitchen and hail 

NEWBURY OFFICE: 01635 523225 


OXFORDSHIRE - Boars Hill . 

A distinguished Edwardian house of architectural interest in over 0.47 ha (I acre) of grounds, 
“ bedroom?. 2 bathrooms, shower room, dressing room. 3 reception rooms, kitchen, sun room, 
utility room, cloakroom, cellarage and 2 double garages. 

OXFORD OFFICE; 01865 311522 


COLEFORD ROAD, SW18. Freehold £289,500 
A lovely cottage in the popular Tonsteys'. dose to the rail station and 
with a beautiful secluded garden. 3 bedrooms, bathroom. 

2 reception rooms and ldtchen. 
WANDSWORTH OFFICE: 01818713033 
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HAMPTON - Church Street 

A delightful Grade 1] toted Semi-detached house, requiring some updating,dose to Pushy ftric 
and the Thames with about l acre of grounds, b bedrooms, 2 bathrooms. 

- reception rooms, study, garden room, utility room, cellar, pariang and garaging 
HEAD OFFICE 0171 493 4106 WIMBLEDON OFFICE: 0181944 7172 


CAMBRIDGE MANSIONS, SW 1 L Lease to 2102 £170500 

A wdl arranged 4th 8bor with good reception «paee and a iovriy 

westerly aspect. 2bedrooms, bathroom, reception room, 
dininghap and-kitchen. 

BATTERSEA OFFICE- 0171228 0174 


HEAD OFFICE: 26 CLRZON STREET, LONDON' V\l\ SLD. 0171-493 4106. FAX: 0171-629 6071. email: head office*?johndwood-co.uk Internet: htlp 7 Vwww.johndwood.co.uk 

LONDON OFFICES: BATTERSEA:0171-22$ 0174 BELGRAVIA: 0171-730 9854 CHELSEA: 0171-552 t4*i FULHAM: 0171-751 42 23 KENSINGTON:0171-727 0705 MAX FAIR: 0J71-4PS 0055 ST JOHN'S WOOD: C17I-72I 555fc WAXDSWOR I H-1 ! •»!-*"! 5055 WIMBLEDON; m.M.Ci.v 
COUNTRY OFFICES: CIRENCESTER: 01255 S4Z24 i EAST GRIN STEAD: 01542 32S526 EARN HAVE 01252 757115 LYMINGTON; 01590 b77233 NElVIil RV 01S55 -2522? OXFORD: 01Sb5 511522 WIN CHESTER: OiSbZ s&31 H HO\(, KONG 00 <?; 2525 4555 
LF.1T1NGS AND MANAGEMENT: To let your house or flat: Central London 0171-401 4311 • North London 0171-722 535b * Wimbledon C Surrev 0151-'Mo 9447 * South uf the M l 0123b yysOOl * North ot *h,- M i 01 .'-i 
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YORK PLACE 

Weybridge, Surrey 
Four substantial 4 bedroom 3 bathroom and 5 
' bedroom 3 & 4 bathroom homes overlooking 
Weybridge Cricket Green .with gated entrance 
to private gardens and parking. 


VI 1311. l*j.1=1, L *iVI*ja: 11 Hm 


Plica range: £430,000 - £465,000 
Tel: 01932 840874 



FARNELL MEWS 

Thames Street, Weybridge, Surrey 
A collection of 9 properties in a secure 
courtyard setting with quality specification to 
match. 3 & 4 bedroom Town Houses, Two 2 
bedroom apartments with private garden. 
Two 2 bedroom duplex apartments and One 
4 bedroom detached house 1 
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Pries range: £134,950 - £299,950 
Tel: 01932 830800 


Available Now 

• 2,3 and 4 bed homes in Bssinastoks. 

Cal! 01255 472131 

• 2 and 3 bed homes in Cowley. Oxford. 

Cell 01565 716737 

• 4 bed detached homes in High Wycombe 
Call 01494 530S75 

• 1 & 2 bed apartments plus 3 and 4 bed 
detached homes in Nswbun/. Call 01535 569381 

• 4 bed home in Winchfic-id. Hants - oniy 1 
remaining. Call 01256 340C' 7 4 

• 5 bed home in Yateiey. Hants, only 1 
remaining. Call 01252 743700 

Sales Offices Open Daily, from 
10.00am to 5.00pm 


Available Soon 

• 2 bed apartments £ town houses in 
Barnes. 3W15 

• 4 and 5 bed homes at Woodley near Reading. 

• Mew build and conversions in Winkfietd. 

Nr 'Windsor with 4 ana 5 beds 

• 4 and 5 bed homes in West Byfleet. Surrey 

• New. Listed 3arn and Bam Conversions in 
Iver. Bucks 

For further details_.pjease telephone 
the. Sales Dept at.Bevyley Homes_on. 

01256 340074 


www.bewley.co.uk 


LAND/SITES * witfaoul Ptamtag Permission bet witb possible 
dwlopaent potential 

Preferably in vfllaga/towii locations, bt CtotWre & North Weil, 
nfewr romd totted Bwmsb aid lifts n NOMing pnntsricB Or 
ptommg cimsUMs m eqwh. We xe M ksednl in happy say hud - hum 
tags gaiferc to serous acreage 

Mudl. nuisance. problem. caraason. lamafan. fcfcd. leCantart & 
UmigMwity sues tfl maddered 

phase rarnwno uianwi ruus mo aw piwmnghbiow 
OfTAflSTa 

GOLDFINCH 

GoMflneh (Prafaeta) LbnllMl, 

Elsiofl, Wml Road, Waovorham. Cbnvhire CW8 3HH 

Tet 01D2S 787300 


Preferred Price bage op to £76,000 □ mrr£70,000 □ 

For hrthr UoraXmi pine fid a apprapriabe, at tat aadretarafeaihHi 

IWIM» 


FRE-POST 3H11S5 Barley, Hants BH24 4BR Tel: 01425 403777 


•BESPOKE 

HOUSING SOLUTIONS' 
SHORT • MEDIUM • LONG 
TERM SERVICED RENTALS 

Fm&OY Street 

m 

A brand New Re^kvdapmett of 
22 LUXURY apartments in a 
praneloatioa 

Earls Court Road 

SWS 

A sy ira h crir convcnioc of (oor 
period banding* providing 
20 LUXURY bones 

• A Choice of 1 ft 2 Bedroom* 

• FuOy equipped Kiidenn 

• Luxury bathroom* 

• QaRybatiUip 

• Video cutty pbm tyneon 

• Direct dial telephones 

• "Welcome' grocery pact 

• Weekly Sundry cfnngc ft dean 

Corporate Block 
Bookings Available 
Pricea £290pw to £7S0pw 
RnamUoni- 

01715861500 

Facdmfle 0171586 8842 

Erunk Itngrctta) •Impcfciy auk 


COUNTRY RENTALS 
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COUNTRY 

PROPERTY 




GREAT FAMILY HOLIDAY L0DG£S 

Bonkombe Manor, Devon/Cornwall border 
Carworgie Manor, Newquay Coast 
OWN DSE-INVES1MEVT-CGT ROLLOVER 

Hage ilbceant* on rod of pbare dsee bedroom lodges or nanve OFBrtAN 
SAVINGS on NEW tour b e d w on todgtx AH fofly tenmfapi. 

FULL MANAGEMENT. INDOOR ft OUTDOOR SWIMMING POOL, 
TENNIS. BARS. RESTAURANT. ENTERTAINMENT. 

PRICES E2955D in £59550 

VERNON KNIGHT ASSOCIATES 
TEL: 01626 776988 FAX: 01626 770595 




Change your view of retirement 
- visit a Courtyard today 

English Courtyard lead the way. with beautifully landscaped gardens 
and very spacious houses & Bats so you can really relax in your retirement. 

For nearly twenty years. English Courtyard have built some of the finest properties 
In many of the prettiest market towns and villages throughout England. 

Prices tram £155,000 to £220,000 in 

Cambridgeshire, Cheshire, Essex, Surrey, Warwickshire & West Sussex. 
Access our Website on www.englishcourtyorxLco.uk or 
Freephone 0800 220 858for further details quoting ref NV7 


_> d.J 

*»\l 


__T 

d, S ■'? > 


English Courtyard 


The Guild of Professional Estate Agents 


BIRCH GROVE, WEST SUSSEX £385,000 
Fine detached country house within about half mile of 
Ashdown forest. Well presented aocommodatitm with 
far reaching views, 4.bedrooms, beamed drawing room 
etc. and secluded gardens of about 1.2 acres. 

Vaughan & Co, 6 High Street 
East Csinstead. 01342 328333 - 


RICKMANSWOKTH. HERTS c. £6004)00 

Extensive cowtty tone an a level pfcc, smnxnlal by 
fermbn l offering anonymity in a piaunaqub selling. Rustie 
oyle df«arlwl property with beam and rendered elevations, 
specially designed mpKwide toeuty qiadbusaxix^^^^ 
TREND&.THCMAS, 4 CfcliON PARADE, HjGH 
BicpuiWPiniUfag 01923 773616 





HIGH HURSTWOOD, E. SUSSEX £295,000 
Detached framer, farmhouse with about five acres of 
paddocks situated down a narrow country lane between 
Uckfidd and Crowhorough. 3/4 bedrooms, 2/3 reception 
roams. 2 be (brooms etc. Excellent riding country. 
Vaughan & Go, 6 Hkm Street a|BB| 
Eact Grinstead. 01342 328333 




KENNINGTON ROAD £425^00 

A mlmuiiiiil Geinrgfanbnmehn Ae k*fneUnpnn Ruud, fcGlr 
dtea 1767. The property often large well proportioned 
rooms, a high saniod cf craftsmanship In ati recent carpentry 
asldcccrauoa Spacious and efeganrfint flora dra wing room. 
Danfel Smith Rs.191 Kenninoton Lane. 

London 0171 735 9510 


■WELLINGTON HOUSE* 
GUILDFORD,. 

. SURREY 


PRICE GUIDE 
CIRCA. £3,000,000 



An njotindinS conreaiporaiT residence construcred to the hlghen JTpeelftcsrions and nestling on the slopes of the Eki^ 
Bock sufflHiwkd by pictureftjue couartysiefe. Magniflamt grand haU and twin staircase with spacious first floor grflery 
and twin balconies. 4 reception rooms. 5 double bedrooms. 4 baduooms (including 3 suites, l with dressing rooms 
and balconies) v»t rcom/leisare complex, domestic offices, cellar, separate naflj/rebtrve flat, integral garages, 
strpaiare i^fflge/haHe cotnjriex. Grounds of over 7 acres. f Qjrr & Comim^ 

Carr & Company, 7 Hioh Strect. Ascot, Berkshire 01344 876666 . 



NEAR CR1CKHOWELL £169,500 
Improved a one bulk four bedroom farmhouse with 
original features. Bn suite bathroom, oil fired heating, 
approx two acre paddock with stabling. Hone shelter 
and stores. 

EHgby Turner & Go, 15 High St, 

Abe»3avb<nt. 01873 853640 / «««— | 



HARROW ON THE HILL £470,000 f/h 
Situated in prime location, auhoanrial detached Georgian 
style residence. Master bedroom en since dressing iooij and 
badiroom.4 farther bedrooms, drawing room, dining room, 
study, kitchen/breakfcst, double garage, parking, gaidens. 
Wilhm Hawkins, 29/35 High Street, 

Harrow on the Hill Otai 422 3333 


WILSON I 
HAWKINS 



CHIVPERFIELD, HERTS £450,000 
A most ^tractive Grade H listed couatrr home sa 
within grounds of approx 1 acre and believed to date 
hade to the 17th century. 4 bedrooms, J receptions, 
2 bathrooms, double garage- 
PRCfHTT &GOUCH, 4t HlCH Street 
Kings Lanoey. Herts 01923 270333 




WEST BYFLEET £795,000 

A magtuikcnf Tairartt fcudt detached residaice .suuated within 
half mile of village centre and Matron. Occupying a fme 
landscaped plot of d»ut 1 acre. 4 rera, doat ldichen/brealfest, 
utility, 5/6 beds, 2 baths, excellent garaging, outbmldmgL 
Waterfall, durrant fa Barclay 
West Byfleet 01932 355355 


WOOBURN COMMON, BUCKS £265,000 
An unusual detached home of individual design providing 
spacious and well presented nuenor. The properry enjoys 
a pleasant serai rural location with gardens backing 
woodland. Situated dose to Beaconsfield and J3 of M40. 
Woodman fa Partners, 12 Straight 
Bit, Flackwell Heath 01628 651300 



PINNER HILL, MIDDX £4954300 
Enjoying elevated position in conservation area. The 
pr o pert y often 4 receptions rooms, kicchen/breakfan; 
room, 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, shower room, landscaped 
gardens. 

PETER RGBS.-W & Co, N. ATFROACH r-—-TTri 
Mom Pk. NnaHTOCO 01923 820622 


MOOR PARK, HERTS Substantial Offers Invito) 
Imposing house on this exclusive estate. The property 
features 4 receptions, leisure complex, 4 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, plus self contained flat. Private grounds. 

Peter Robson fa Ca N. Attroach.-- 

KAnrnPt.NV-»roraA^niq.ns?n^ n t ^^ , ^ t,H:itl & t:o i 





WANSFORD mtyjoo 

A acD apfxwued itovidual family heme eBertng sessile 


privacy, ■'bnhhlmg trock’" anil views fretr farmland. Situated 
between Srarafocvi tnd rVuerUjuii^h in wucht after vilba e. 
Kwott Gcodwin, 3 Red Lion Street 
STAHTOWX Ungs. 01780 765060 


GOSMORE, HERTFORDSHIRE POA 

A beautifaOy presented character cottage daring back to 
the turn of the 18th century, set m cmc acre plot with 
views across unspoilt countryside. Includes 5 bedrooms, 
3 receps, double garage, outbuildings and gardens. 
Morgan & Go, 6B Brand Street 
Hitchin, Herts 01462 455225 


****r**‘ 


„J*UL- f* 


Evr. z.' 


L;-cm. Rt-A lik'.v 


NAT.'i 'NAL 1..N » 


\\\y a hue JircauiA oi (. iuiKi Mcni'rvrs who j'ruviuc prorahlv rhe finest selection ot properry m England nnd Wales 
call 014^0 ^5462 I .(iron me inrernet at iHrrv/w^-w.prnpcriy'-phuiorni.com 
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12 - gardening 


Nature brought to book 


MARIE O'HARA 


Stephen Anderton meets an author 


who always puts his faith in nature 


O nly occasionally do 
you find a great 
gardener who is as 
adept at putting 

gardening into words as he is 
at actually doing it. Such a 
man is Geoffrey Dutton, a 
molecular biologist and poet, 
who has spent the past 40 
years building up a garden out 
of nine acres hallway up a 
moor in the southern High¬ 
lands of Scotland. 

Mr Dutton's garden is an 
extraordinary mixtu re of wild¬ 
ness and formality. There it 
sits, blasted by every wind that 
blows, on a moraine of boul¬ 
ders, with an average of SO 
days of snow a year. 

And yet. although the 
garden uses only plants which 
are happy here, and works 
with the minimum of labour, 
it is still, at heart, a formal 
garden. Not Classical: there is 
no symmetry, no civilised 
grace. But it is a formal wild 
garden or, in Mr Dutton's 
view, a “marginal garden". 

The site is corrugated by a 
deep, rocky burn. Over it is 
worked a repeating pattern of 
miniature grassy glades, 
linked by winding paths. The 
sheltering trees, established 
with difficulty over the past 40 
years, give enclosure higher 
up. Below them. Japanese- 
looking baffles of clipped 
beech.’ hemlock and other 
evergreens keep the wind out. 
allowing the cultivation of the 
more delicate rhododendrons, 
such as R. vasevi. sautiei and 
oreorrephes. 

At the edges of the garden. 
Mr Duttun has resisted the 
temptation to plant exotic 
adornments at the expense of 
native vegetation. He gardens 
by adjusting the spaces, 
through his treatment of the 
existing vegetation — thin¬ 
ning, pruning, opening a 
glade here, or felling a tree 
there, transplanting a few 
ferns, or splitting the wood 
anemones. He plays with light 
and shade, horizontal and- 
vertical, mass and void. 

There is no attempt to be 
politically correct He uses 
chemicals and weedkillers, 
moderately and sensibly. He 
wages war on rabbits. He puts 
up barbed fences against deer. 
He waters from the burn in 


summer, and necessarily so: 
summer drought is a desper¬ 
ate problem. 

On the other hand', this kind 
of gardening treats nature 
kindly. It employs large num¬ 
bers of native plants such as 
birch and hazel, and red 
squirrels “ruck-chuck" away 
in the branches of the Scots 
pines he planted 30 years ago. 

Most of Mr Dutton's plants 
are grown from seed, bought 
or given to him by other 
gardeners. He has almost no 
need of nurseries, never mind 
garden centres. “I am terrified 
of buying rhododendrons, in 
case 1 bring in rhododendron 
mildew." he says. 

All of this is recorded in his 
book Some Branch Against 
The Sky: the Practice and 
Principles of Marginal Gar¬ 
dening. But what can he write 
that wiD be useful to a subur¬ 
ban. or even urban, gardener? 

“It is perfectly possible to 
adapt rhis approach to any 
garden," he says. “To depart 
as little as passible from a 
garden's surroundings means 
minimal upkeep, too." An 
urban garden, then, would be 
more formal than one sited on 
the Welsh moors." He can 
teach us all to enjoy the 
garden, to see it properly as a 
living process. 


A nd yet he does not 
enjoy the idea of 
gardening for show, 
insisting rather that 
gardening should be for the 
pleasure of those who make 
the garden, and in its use. 

Here is a man who has 
taken time to stop and observe 
all that goes on in a garden. 
Pleasure for him is in watch¬ 
ing the life of the garden 
unfold, in seeing plants dev¬ 
elop their particular lives and 
characters, in the battles be¬ 
tween predatory animals and 
plants, between the cruel sear 
sons and plants, and between 
one plant and another. 

• Some Brandi Against ihe Sky: 
the Practice and Principles of 
Marginal Gardening, by Geoffrey 
Outran, is published this month 
by David and Charles, £16.99. To 
order a copy at the discounted 
price of £14.99 (incpPp in UK) 
cal! the credit card hotline. 0162b 
234 SSS. and quote code GOP*. 
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STEPHEN ANDERTON 

replies to readers' letters 


Geoffrey Dutton in his element nine weatherbeaten acres in the Scottish Highlands, testament to his own vision 


ffSl We were given a 
Ivl chest-high evergreen 
shrub from a neighbour¬ 
ing garden, where it had 
grown in dryish soO by (he 
house wall for 25 years. 
The new leaves are bronzy- 
red and the whole effect is 
fragile and ferny. It has 
white flowers brat never 
sets any seed. What might 
it be? — Mrs J. Dobinson, 
London SE9. 

H Your photograph 
shows that it is the 
“sacred bamboo"* Nandi na 
domestica. a native of 
China but introduced from 
Japan in 1804- It has deli¬ 
cately divided compound 
leaves, bronzed in spring 
and with red tints in au¬ 
tumn, and upright, bam¬ 
boo-like stems. But it is not 
a bamboo, and not even in 
the grass family: it is a 
sophisticated relative of 
beiberis. When it produces, 
its purplish red berries, a 
thing it does none too 
willingly in Britain, the 
relationship is more believ¬ 
able. It is a hardy, slow 
growing plant, and needs 
plenty of sun and shelter 
from the wind to do welL 

[TTj I have a japonica 
lSU which fruits wdL Are 
the fruits edible, and how 
should they be used?. — 
Mrs B. Robbens, Stanmore, 
Middlesex. 

The fruits of japonica. 
the flowering quince 
Chaenomeles japonica, are 
certainly edible. They are 
nowhere near as big as the 
true quince, Cydonia 
oblonga, but you can do the 
same sort of things with 
them, such as putting slices 
into an apple pie: the fla¬ 
vour is astringent I once 
made wine with them. The 
flavour was excellent in a 
sweet-and-sour son of way. 


iQ | What can I do about 
the fairy rings on my 
lawns? I have tried stan¬ 
dard treatments, including 
digging and spraying with 
Armillatox, to no effect I 
read an old Scottish 
rhyme, saying: “And he 
wha deans the fairy 
ring / An easy death shall 
dee." What should I do? — 
Mrs J. Dobson, Notting¬ 
ham. 

- Removal is difficult If 

_ you have tried all the 

usual methods wiih no suc¬ 
cess, waste no more time or 
energy on them. There are 
better things to do. The 
more relaxed you are about 
your lawn, the less the rings 
will “show". They are inev¬ 
itably more pronounced on 
an immaculate short sward 
but a tittle nitrogen might 
hide your green ring in an 
equally green lawn. A little 
tive-and-let-live would do 
no harm — and ignore 
death threats. 

The plants on my 
. windowsill are visited 
by small black flies, whose 
maggots live under the 
soil. I have not noticed 
much damage, but die flies 
are a nuisance. What are 
they, and bow do 1 deal 
with the maggots? — AJ. 
Boulton. Norwich. 

There are three 

choices for treatment: 
if they are doing no harm, 
.ignore them; if they are 
doing harm, use the biologi¬ 
cal control, a predatory 
mite called Hypoaspis 
miles; or spray the soil with 
perraethrin. 

• Write to: Garden Answers, 
Weekend, The Times. I 
Pennington Street. London El 
9XN. Advice is offered without 
legal responsibility. Enclosures 
accompanying letters cannot 
be returned. 


TO ADVERTISE 
CALL: 01714811920 
FAX: 0171481 9313 


HOMES & GARDENS 


TO ADVERTISE 
CALL: 01714811920 
FAX: 0171481 9313 




r EARLY FOR 
'TMAS TREES. 


! The Easybathe.. 


\ htpamO e 

\ nemeno 


Ptaee tMuermi' 
Address_ 


I Ptnteatt - . Dunog *eek «mm*nt»T£ 

j 0 k 1 O Dec 8 Q Dec 15 Disease DO. 

I Please Kt* a wro«H mn "stmt n 
I BUtJi □ Green Q please ix*. 

J Dajwne KteOm ruite_._ — 

I Blame MrAAVHs/OlDer _ ____ 

1 1 5anatne--- 


Avoid the last minute rush for a 
Christmas tree by ordering one now 
from The Real Tree Company. 
We deliver to your doorstep in good 
time for Christmas. Top quality, 
freshly-cut, nondrop Nordman Firs 
- you simply cannot get a 
better Christmas tree arty- 
JKr where as conveniently as 
Pl-Pafe*’’ 7°“ CaTL I*? completing 
WfBSr— the coupon. 4 


THE REAL TRIE COMPANY LTD 
ET* n urt u re id me Bnatfi Qnawi free Gwure A mncmm 

™ £49.75 nMrg defray. ra aanft wfc 

resennr, awiaMsn Bacft or Green. £ 14-95 ncfcdng detnry. 


I endue my cteauer postal onto in bra* ct the Real * 
Tree Comwrj hr {49.75 lor He bee atone £64.70 . 

tone Tree * Stand, £14.95 lor the Stand alone. I 

PteawdaT^oiyAa£sv‘4sapOeea/S*toiea«rMT«w | 

t—1—r—1—1—I—T—t—1—1—«-1-8—1—T I I » I I I! 



Quickly rots kitchen and 

waste Into rich organic aaiaMrtWBHpi 

ppa o ps tha ^g aud an IMy Ioo !^| 

STANDARD LARGE I KIND SIZE IL 

7.0 cubic!** i2Autric«Mt 27 cubic tart |L « • 

MubiffiUtfi Su-duSUM* Clid.iHfa.Irtt/'-v » 

£15.00 £17.50 £22.00SiL/^ _ 

fcMhBWMi tatobgibtoiT Hdrtog*fc«| gs al k^ 

U&. KM Mfmol ygn poiffl iP BiJpend |{i ii r. : i iltari T^teggaLFTar 1 
lan ositf 7/Kltep. IfertKi [BAS GDI FOR EAST 

ados fed dHpeKdilPffsta MDBCO LTDJri TTEB V gBCIBBBK% , 
Ji Wool M Metrics, Old Difty, Ncltra fortnj, Leics LEM 1LX . 


Premier Bathrooms. FREEPOST Birmingham, B3X 8BR 


Terence Cuneo s 

The final Catalogue juc 

of Signed Limited 

Editions 


' RICHARD 

:■ Licraft 



LAMP 

POSTS 


* you Mnt more than one tree defend or (me any 
quertwn ptoase col tte HeWne on 01296 813359. 
Please complete m cxrtrts aid post today to The Real 
Tree Ccmpuiy Uil. PO Beb 14. HtfiPe*. SK73 9SA. 


iaiirtiinlly 

sigradb^-the 

Ulr arnsL PA» u Cl 7i. 


“ .’ to Boar FKET taps ffartr 

0171 9350818 
Tux 0171 935 5720 


Ortginai & 
reproduction 

CAST-IRON 
lamposts & 
r % copper tops 
Hand-made 
T by craftsmen 

Ifgsl'igmtinS' 

101706 527133 


TWO WAYS TO SPEED THAT AUTUMN CLEAR UP 



Collecting and disposing of fallen leaves, trimming 
and pruning hedges, shrubs and trees - the Autumn 
dear up is a big job! A Countax garden tractor with 
these two powered accessories will speed that task and 
take out the hard work. Countax tractor prices have 
been held - gnu can buy 1998 models at 1997 prices* 
AND take advantage of this Special Offer** 

Three ways to save money 

Powered&*3AwJte^Colfaaw,' .12951 





. ^•Catrtnttmr pnoga an 

hum pBU9Mk)B Cwrau defer, do) u mar cos bm flccitoi w -jcjm b Iro «d CaMbas 
sap FOR SPECIAL OFFE R CLAW VOUCHER and Co^rta/s 36 pare brrefare 


IPHONE FREE 0500 279927 


Tg Ogote. FREffOST. Gm HasAflr. omi ran 
H®*. ------ Jddress- .. 



Ad powerful CNpper Shredder 

Powered from Ihz irzctor's engine, d chips branches up 
to 3" diameter into useful ground cover match and 
creates valuable compost by sfuv&Sng leaves, hedge 
clippings and smBbianchas-. 


Tlawiyb*tfPm«Bi4ftm*»illB3OCD0e^ 

Easily the most efficient grass cuttings collector (ft 
coBecb completely even in the wet and new dogs!) 
airi ft is also the fastest aod best way to cotect those 
Wen leaves Leaves a tmdsom striped finish. , 




LADDER STABILISER 

. This amazing invention 
__ ensures your ladder 

CANNOT SUP 

CANNOT TOPPLE SIDEWA YS 

Also eliminates ladder BO UNCE 

ANKALAD takes seconds to 
put into position and provides the 

SAFESTWAY 

to work from a ladder 
Fits all ladders •' ANKALAD 

Full details 2° New Road 

ire e brochure Gra D^T 0 d A^ ent 

Trom Phone 01474 537237 


Over 40% off SPUN WEB FLEECE 

THE VERSATILE ALL YEAR T~ _-:-1 

WEATHER PROTECTION ^ 

FORYnilRPREnniK ***- *S_ 


THE VERSATILE ALL YEAR 
WEATHER PROTECTION 
FOR YOUR PRECIOUS 
PLANTS AND SEEDLINGS 

Now is the lime to prepare for 
the colder months ahead, and no 
gardener should be without a 
roll or iwo oF this wonderfully 
versatile fleece. 

Think of il as a gossamer light 
duvet for plants. Warm, soft, strong, 

permeable and translucent - il 
allows plants lo flourish and grow 
while protecting them from birds, 
insects and ihc worst of (he winter 
rains and frosL A single layer of 
spun wch fleece can provide frost 
protection down lo 29°F (3 degrees 
of frost) - a double layer down to 6 
• degrees of frosi. Use ii to help 
protect your precious half-hardy 
plants and climbers. Drape i( over 
vulnerable seedlings and newly 


FROST J* 
A warm. snug.7 
frost resistant [ 

cocoon for ' 
your plants. 

RAIN 5 

Allows water 
penetration 
while preventing' 
damage from 

heavy rain. 

SUN ! 

Deflects * 






, /N^ / SPMI FLEECE HJLlSlZB*tA»(4tt«5HI j 

—:—— {^bkT vai i if /iej 

sown grass or as a low cost l 12l»FTnc/4«rt;« ^ 

.•doctie’to extend the growing \ J"?™ ( 4 0H) BOLL 
season and bring on early flowers\ PRICE 

and gables. \ £ INC P^d V ' 

Additionally use underclass to I 

reduce heating bills and give shade j w OW ONLY. I * 

from the son. . / P"yQCfrTC,^ I 

• Now you can save ever 40% / 

onourbigvatael2mxI^m "I. Sj t ‘ PAGKOF^n " 
(40ft x5ft) approx. roH wben you / W OPTION/^ / ; 

OFderbefore the special offer / Je FIXING PEGS# 
cfciscsonSOih November 1997. 4^ .£2.99 rc'W - j; 

rtygrifraines 

. • . NonraJbe3paic^w»wi5daY6but ' 

^Ohm^mmrnmaema^r ■ pteas*alkwuplo28dBystardeBiwy 
AattiiiiwUAQ»rfiiiiiAlt mil,E i w CAanlsi««iiifiy;||fi g ir ve 

j Reasasand —:—ft»y)o*&>L«v«EBa£ECE«£7.95hc.5p^^n 

j Ftasesend-I 

I- are!t3«^B3Ay*Bme5tid,aTE»tao3*FttEa3tGmfflBiSu^FM ' I. 
l OrtfOroBMasavC^ QtfsaDSwitch □ TotalE •! - 



BIRDS & INSECTS: Provides 
extra protection from greedy 
birds and flying insects. 




MASTERCARD /VISA /SWITCH ORDER C 01342 310021 (24hrs) FAX: 01342 310G95. 
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The novelist tells Jane Owen how much she enjoys her own sanctuary, laid out by Capability Brown 
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Romance 
blooms all 


year round 



Dame Barbara Cartland in the grounds of her Hatfbrdshire home. 18 miles from London, with her beloved Twi Twi. U I can’t write a book every day and dig in the garden" 
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I t is difficult to imagine two 
authors with less in common 
than Beatrix Potter and Dame 
Barbara Cartland but Dame 
Barbara's Hertfordshire home is 
where the budding naturalist and 
children's author spent holidays 
with her grandparents. 

“The place I love best in the 
world..Beatrix Potter wrote of 
y the garden to her imaginary friend, 
- Esther “ .. the sweet balmy air 
where I have been so happy as a 
child... the all-pervading smell of 
new mown hay, die windy north 
front on its terrace, with oaks 
moaning and swaying on winter 
nights. Here, also, almost con¬ 
cealed by Lignum , vitae, is an 
artificial ruin or grotto, one of the 
efforts of Capability Brown who 
planted the cedars and laid out die 
grounds in 1800." 

The author goes an to praise 
Brown's tree groupings in the park 
and lament that her grandfather’s 


plantings of Welfingtonias. hollies 
and pines did not do so well. But 
one or two remain along with the 
cedars, rhododendrons, a fine tulip 
tree and the grotto which Dame 
Barbara has restored. 

Today the gardens are romanti¬ 
cally overgrown. Pink geraniums 
around the house mingle with 
weeds and the three-acre walled 
vegetable gardens .have given up 
the weed battle apart from a small 
area where onions, beans, raspber¬ 
ries, potatoes and other basics are 
grown for die house. There is no 
longer a cutting garden but, at die 
. far end of one of the walls is a door 
which has seen better days — 
“where the fat little rabbit couldn’t 


ME AND MY GARDEN: DAME BARBARA CARTLAND 


get under" as Dame Barbara puts 
it It is not Peter Rabbit's door but it 


is pleasing to think of die battered 
door and the potting shed (now a 
kennel) as some inspiration for Mr 
McGregor’s garden. 

In front of me house views stretch 


away over broadQeaf woodland 
and, although we are rally 18 miles 
from central London, th^re isn't 
another house in sight To the right 
are nut walks and ahead lead alleys 
of shrubs and small trees down to 
an overgrown leg oYnutton pond. 

Dame Barbara is in pink livery. 
At 96 years old her usual vigour is 
muted by the recent death of her 
Pekinese Mai Mai. now buried in 
the pets’ graveyard at the front of 
the house. His replacement, Twi 
Twi. is diewing my notebook. I 
have persuaded him this is a better 
bet than my tape recorder. 

Dame Barbara says: “I am not a 
gardener because 1 do not have 
time but my mother was a good 
gardener. 1 can’t write a book evpiy 
day and dig in die garden but 1 love 
the garden. 1 am always moving 
round it,, usually with the dogs.- 


And we have lunch parties out¬ 
side." 

Extravagant displays of plastic 
flowers obscure views across me 
valley to me north and rhododen¬ 
drons to the east. 

“When Elizabeth I was more or 
less a prisoner at Hatfield before 
she was made Queen she rode over 
here and planted an oak tree and it 
is very lucky,” says Dame Barbara. 


B efore my interview I was 
sent three, loose-bound 
folders in' deep pink 
parchment covers tied 
with pink ribbon. One is 32 pages 
of Dame Barbara’s “Firsts" from 
her first proposal of marriage f nine 
days after I left school^ through a 
baffl ing story about gliders and me 
Germans to her 663 published 
books; tiie second describes how 


she wants to be remembered when 
she dies and the third is about her 
latest health pill enthusiasm. 
Flame, which Dame Barbara, as 
Head of me National Association 
for Health, swears by as a wrinkle 
remover. “I have no dines on my 
body, which is amazing for some¬ 
one my age. Even my appendix 
scar has gone. What it does is 
replace the calcium one looses as 
one gets older. All the men I have 
given it to say it is the best thing 
they have ever had.” 

It is the easiest thing in me world 
to poke fun at someone who, aged 
96, habitually landscapes herself in 
pink and chums out bodice rippers 
in which sex does not exist but you 
can’t deny her writing energy, nor 
her fondness for her garden_“I am 
inspired fay all the beautiful tilings 
around me when I write.” she says. 


Dame Barbara’s early memories, 
as a child growing up near 
Pershore. Worcestershire, are of a 
pergola of roses, a vegetable garden 
and three acres of plums. It was in 
that garden mat she saw her first 
ghost “I don't know who it was.” 

At Pershore me young Barbara 
used to help her parents weeding 
and digging, and she tended her 
own small garden. “1 planted roses 
and everything that had bright 
colours — 1 was about 12. And men 
I picked the flowers from my 
garden for my mother. We used to 
have flowers everywhere. That is 
why 1 love flowers now. 

“When I had my birthday me 
other day I couldn't move for 
flowers. My favourite are white 
lilies. They are frightfully expen¬ 
sive." She sails out of me drawing 
room, Twi Twi and I in her wake, 
dimhs two long flights of stairs 
without pause or breathlessness 
and shows me her bedroom which 


is filled with me seem of lilies. A 
swoon away from her four-poster 
with a cherub on top, a vast 
bouquet of blood red Amaryllis 
overwhelms a table. 

Dame Barbara's sons, Ian and 
Glen Hamilton McCorquodale. 
who live on me estate, arrive for 
tea. Ian has cleared a vast area of 
walks, and has planted a number 
of leylandii around the swimming 
pool at his home. 

We are summoned to the dining 
room for tea (minute cucumber 
sandwiches, tiny meringues sealed 
together with cream, heart-shaped 
shortbreads joined by jam which 
are crumbled into a bowl for Twi 
Twi). Dame Barbara recalls 
another historical link her house 
can claim: “Back to Basics was 
bom here in this dining room. John 
Major came to lunch. He was 
frightfully sweet. I said *We must 
get back to romance' and he said 
■yes, back to basks'." . _ 
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TO ADVERTISE 

CALL: 017148J1920 . 

FAX: 01714819313 


HOMES & GARDENS 

TO ADVERTISE 
CALL: 01714811920 
FAX: 0171 4819313 
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Depart good looks wtft a heart of sBd-Saarty 
gate combina t/ia frighest te«f of security far 
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appearance. The styisfi retractable gates slack 
raafly out of sigrt when not rapilrad and abw 
windows to be left openfor venOWon during 
the night without compromising security. 
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Orchids! AO you need l— 

Where to see and toy them, and tow to grow flam. 

For a free guide send wo la dass Stags ta 
British Oichid Grown Association, 38 Florence Hoad, 
College Town, Camberky, Soncy, GDIS 4QD._ 
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SNOWDROPS 
IN THE GREEN 
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AT LAST A 

LONG TERM SOLUTION 


*■ Winter 
Discounts 
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LATEST FIBREGLASS TECHNOLOGY, 
GUARANTEED FOR 25 YEARS 
INSTALLED BY PROFESSIONALS 
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• SUMMERHOUSES 

• WORKROOMS 
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* STABUNG 
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FAX: 01926 815162 


Qnotxng Dept TT4697, far yoar FREE 
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u When I needed to get about 
after my hip operation, 
Churchill's gave me the fastest 
service and die best value. If like 
me, you don’t want to move 

home, I wholeheartedly 

recommend them to you.” 


e in. ta nanmL awratod 
/ »Sd pine, sanded rod# 
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II JISIM The finest timber 

superbly crafted. 
W- Double glazed. 
The friendliest 
help and service. 

or phone for free Handbook 
^OBQNALBOX SASH WINDOW CO (Dept-CV] 

FREEPOST 28, 

Unit 10, Bridgewater Way, Windsor, Bate SL4IWL 



5 year Guanxrtte* Interest-Free Finance Available 
C written details oh request) 


CALL 0345 023980 
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Uninstallation 
^^^often within 3 days after 
FREE home consultation. 
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anywhere in Britain, 7 days a week 
Peace of mind and full 12 months 
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Wasted heatlW\ 

| EnOar K> asp dcc^btt, J 


I ■ Appeal offers lire finest 

. choice of conservatory blinds. 
M)ur natural woodPinoleum 

- bbidMretsclnavdy. 

i* ' ayaifoble m The National. 

. - Thist palm colours from ■ 
\ _. B. Farrow £.Bott. " 


' FOR YOUR 
.FRfiECOLOllR. 
BROCHURE 


ITREE bow and ask for OrisfiravCtare or Joan 
7 DAYS A WEEK 9AM-6PM 


I For NEW colour hroctunr I 
mm 


Chwdiifl^Slffldfc jt, UfflOST WL1905, WariipiTt, Qgfara WA3 flg ‘ ^(01233) 8502l4 y 


Wadham House, Southron, 

Nr Lccfalade, Gbs GL7 3PB 
T«I&Fax0l3^7-8SM» 

PleaseTc kyhn ae, bxar wire foroertrocfciwofowy 35 
topiary frames and otter wttJng tieconiwe lams for lte 
gxtfca, cunsen-aloiy and home. 


j fit «D dungs tan £1559. J 

j Plene phone far fcafld j 

I 1BSCBMWT | 


| BALLOON Co g 

^ ounmgg (farm) j 



. rum. 

WaSaASLMMlSsdL 


a TEL 0117 
963 7734 

FAX 0117 
966 6216 

OK WRITE TO 1$ AT: 
Aiwu^ajasDSLiu,' 
“ ~ '6'VSffiLVNE.'J'" 
BEDMESSTER.— 

_. BRISTOLSS35SD.. 
... SwJ ifaeykJ . ‘ 
*■ . UtaA- 



































14 • gardening 


WEEKEND • SATURDAY NOVEMBER S 1997 


MATTHEW COOK 


Allotment 
holders 
dig in their 
heels 

Gardeners are determined not 

_ to give up their plots for _ 

development, says Pip Palmer 


A llotment holders 
tend not to be a 
militant bunch to be 
compared with 
Swampy and his protesters, 
but this could change as the 
pressure for building land 
increases and local authorities 
are compelled to find sites for 
over four million new homes 
the Government predicts we 
will need by 2016. 

In the I9ih century, the 
provision of allotments was an 
important issue: the enclosure 
of common land had deprived 
many of the means of subsis¬ 
tence. and as urban popula¬ 
tions grew so, too. did a 
vociferous demand for plots oF 
land to cultivate. By the end of 
the century, responsibility fur 
providing allotments had be¬ 
come a political hot potato: the 
I90S Small Holdings and 
Allotments Act put it squarely 
in the lap of local councils. 



Today, or the 50.000 acres 
cultivated as allotments. S9 
per cent are owned by parish 
or district councils, and what 
cheaper or easier option could 
there be for councils in need of 
building land than to reclaim 
these sites for development? 

The only prublem is that 75 
per cent of the land has 
statutory protection under the 
Allotments Act of [925, which 
states: The local authority 
shall not sell, appropriate, use 
or dispose of the land for any 
purpose other than use for 
allotments, without the con¬ 
sent of the Secretary of State 
for the Environment" 

The “get our for local 
authorities is to gain Govern¬ 
ment consent for a change of 
use on rlie site, offer allotment 
holders alternative plots that 
have no statutory protection 
and. if more land is required, 
the second site can be re¬ 
claimed without Government 
approval or further need to 
replace it. 

Allotments rarely make the 
headlines. The closest iheyve 
come was the recent “pitchfork 
rebellion” against the Prince of 
Wales, or. more accurately, his 
agents in the Duchy of Corn¬ 
wall. who proposed taking 28 
plots to build homes. After 
much lobbying of councillors 
and a threat tu “physically 
oppose the plan", the eviction 
order was quashed. 

Less high-profile is the case 
of the Cvsforth Aliotments 
Association in Newcastle, 
where a judgment in favour of 
the .gardeners keeping their 
land has been overturned. The 
council wants to sell the land 
for development and, in 



BARGAIN Oh 
THE MONTH 



ROSEMARY VEREVs 

magnific ent garden at 
Barnsley. Gloucestershire, 
is also home to the garden' 
furnitore business run by 
her son Charles. In an 
autumn sale, which ends on 
December 6, he is offering 
up to 22 per cent off metal 
fomhure.-15 percent off 
most teak. The delivery 
prices vary. 

Barnsley House, near 
Cirencester. Gloucestershire 
GL75EE<OCS5 7405611. 


PLANT OF 
HE MONTH 



IRIS UNGUICUIARIS 
‘Mary Barnard^ once 
known as stylosa. the deep- 
blue Dowers, about 6cm 
across and I8czn high, light 
up the garden at this 
flowerless time of year. 
Available next September 
from Avon Bulbs, Burnt 
House Farm. Mid 
Lambrook, South 
Frtherton. Somerset TAJ3 
5HE (01460 242177). 


return, is uffering an inferior 
non-statutory site with a lim¬ 
ited seven-year lease. 

In North Sheen, southwest 
London, where, as on most 
allotments, there is a king 
waiting list for plots, the 
replacement site is non-siatu- 
tory. The council insists that 
there is a need for extra school 
places. Yet in the past 20 years 
it has closed five schools and 
sold the land for development. 

With compensation to each 
dispossessed plot-holder aver¬ 
aging £100, councils, it seems, 
are able to juggle their assets, 
selling off prime sites and 


replacing them with allotment 
land at minimal cost and with 
little regard for legislation. 

I n 1978, statutory acreage 
in England stood at 
26,739. In 1997. it is down 
to 18,102. At this rate 
England, at the end of the 2tsr 
century, could be a country 
where only the rich or the 
Fortunate have access to land 
or the wherewithal to grow 
their own food. 

At die Manor Road allot¬ 
ments in North Sheen there is 
a cautious feeling of relief. The 
gardeners feel that their hard- 


fought campaign of letter writ¬ 
ing and lobbying of MPs has 
paid off. though many are 
digging their heels in for 
renewed attempts by the coun¬ 
cil to access the land. 

Mike Bird, one of the allot¬ 
ment holders, says: “There is 
the wildlife to consider as well. 
There are five birds of prey 
living there, as well as hedge¬ 
hogs and foxes. They Ve got to 
live somewhere." 

They may be unlikely eeo- 
warriors but if local authori¬ 
ties are not ready to defend 
them, allotments holders are 
ready to take action.. 


■ Plant fruit trees now. 
to give maximum time to 
establish an effective 
root system before next 
spring. A plastic bottle, 
with its bottom cut off, can 
be set among the roots at 
planting time, with its* neck 
a couple of inches above 
ground level This will 
allow easier watering in 
the first year or two. 

■ Evergreens and 
conifers planted last month 
should he checked for 
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IPS 


wind rode, and finned in 
again after strong winds, 
which can dry the.plants 
out very quickly. _ - 

• - OiliLc&Sj' - • 


■ Pot up from (he 
garden a few double or 
coloured primroses for 
Christmas display, and put 
them in a cold 
greenhouse. Potted 
hydrangeas, plunged in 
the garden over summer, 
should be brought 
indoors once they have shed 
their leaves, but kept 

cold and qtt the dry side for 
a little longer. 

■ Complete the planting 
of tulips this month. - 
_:— 
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nifn^Unm 

drivirc mflttny voMctei, 
4x4*, tanka and 
much moral ^ 

GUI vouchee* 
or brochure 0 " l ~n^ 
available no w. Qq 


0800 0269890 


|SWnTCH-« 


WildTrac 

HEWMARKBT 


JIGSAW PUZZLES MADE 
FROM YOUR PHOTOS 

DOJmBl IN 7 WOUONG DATC 
tN AN BBGANT GIFT BOX . 
2H PKO-Uhillb-tlitf in.pip 
IU PCOS-lSetUh-OLN bc |4f 
M WCB-inKl1bi-E11.fliee.paii 
U HKB-lS.e11l.-OJf iw-plp 

To OnW mj Uf I., pftdo . 

ARTY - ZAN Dapt fTT3) 
Ffibtwtae Fwh, 14 Croydon Lme, 
Bustasd, Sm>y.Saf71AN 
Te* 01737379342 
AmnNrnt Km* TOM «MW 



SKID PAN 

ImmhawtocgnMa 
lev In am or Icy 
'commons- *4 
(btoteanand 
ncto. Had Hi* 
reatograabmioa 
cow rsnm 
| GFTmiCtBISMAKEEtaUBrr, 
QBBSntAS PRESENTS 

CHhCnMSMtet . 
CamCMWCftB*. 

HMa. MM7EZ 

Tel: (01249) 782101 




HEDGEHOG FAMILY T-SHB»T3 £3 POST FREE 
SWEATSHIRTS£10 POST FREE. QUALITY 100%COTTON 
COLOURS. GREY. BLACK. NAVY, BOTTLE GREEN. WHITE 
CHILDRENS SIZES' 3-12 YEARS. ADULTS' S, M. L XL 
SEND ORDER AND PAYMENT TO- ALLSPORT 
1 PROVIDENCE STREET. KINGS LYNN PEW SEZ 


NOSTALGIC FLIGHTS 

Gift vouchers available 

• Biggies 'lying 
Isssor.s 

• Tours over London in a 
193Gs aerial carnage 

Classic W'liigs For brochures, call FREE 

on: 0800 0680 177 

or: bookings aciasstc-wincs.uk.com 




3-UP £29.95 inc P&F 
He wee «• HOB take «diqr 
praMamat borne ad eery. 
Pauuuue: bobed to Ac Oamftiattcal 
MActare. Rxubk. faMi fbuccry ta 
year cat. mnor fconr «■ ami, fa 

«»C d jnr babdiy far. 

OnUrt -cti rfafer by post s» 
TMjfaO»LldP08m238 
ESHER. Sarny. KTl* fiGED 
TeL- 8L3724«4Md 
tax 469191 

Also uu#ic A double net* 


HOMES & GARDENS 


Bounds 

GARDEN BUILDINGS 


SAVINGS 

(MALL OUR CMLDflBPS 

PLAYHOUSE RANGE 

PRKSFRQM 

c179.oo 

ORDER NOW FOR XMAS DEUVERT 
NOTHING TO RAY UNTIL BUILDING IS DELIVERED: \ 



FREE HATIOHWPE D 6 UVEBY & BBTALLAHOHl 


ALL OUR CHLDRBfS PLAYHOUSES HAVE THE CE SAFETY 

CERTiaCATlON - PLEASE ASK ABOUT TKS LEGAL flEQVWEHS^ » 


TEL: 01299 26633? £4 hr) For a FREE Brochure 



CHRISTMAS 
GIFT GUIDE 

also appears on 
pages 15 & 18 
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TELEPHONE 
y 0171 680 6807 


Christmas Gift Guide 


FAX 
0171 782 7703 







Cootiaesta] delivered vt joor door for £7JW 
mi d* J90g Contfocnsd for XI 1.99. 


MAIL ORDER 

Freephone 0800 1911 11 



Thorntons Champagne Collection. 
Delivered to your door for £.30.00, 


\ GIFTS FOR HIM 





T. M. LEWIN 

TRADITIONAL 
SHIRTM AKERS 

. With 
Contemporary . 


NEW SEASONS 
Catalogue. 
FREEPHONE: 
0800 376 1664 


CHRISTMAS FAYRE 


Home-cured Ham 



GIFTS FOR LOVERS GIFTS FOR I GIFTS FOR EVERYONE 

GRANDPARENTS 


BALLOON FLIGHTS 





GIFTS FOR ENTHUSIASTS 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THE 

CHRISTMAS GIFT 
GUIDE PHONE: 
0171 680 6807 


> 


GIFTS FOR EVERYONE 



For details; 

tel 01639 644292 


Ki-M \ MOV. iji \!M> 








GLOBES 



Portraits 

Sculpted 


01268 545148 



GIFTS FOR- 
EVERYONE 
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TN263AP 
Wqin e- 
01133*20363 
07000 DOBBIN 

FpMfmiV 
01233 820580 


One of oar rocking horses wfH make 
it the best Christmas ever.” 


1 



HtBJgr jour n®5 oo*our caMogua, lo am pir wr home anm. 

The Dolls House Emporium 

DeptTXGl. Ripley. Derbyshire D£5 oYD 01 773513773 







AIRSPORTS 



taanrUoobarcno^epiwe^ 
fctwud a cfaegN or posuf brier Sr 

IhBtitef lane, %di WOT ' 

orftlafaKOnctftfOtt) 


mUSSm 


wiynUBa umu c^it; 
Xnd lama n** rw eto m of 

MrikianWnridiMtMligrini 

tna Maafton peek cal 

0171 359 6080 


v’p,,. .. 

Ti.ipp' H-'l’.r C<»< ki.MI 
(( h t•> bI • > ) 
i, >m o>nu l ‘M ! 1 


Pure Cotton Shirts that 
Never Need Ironing 


Bcautjhilly made jstrirts from the finest Swiss 
. cotton that never, needs honing and stays 
■ wrinkle free aO day: £60-70. Phone for your 

free brochure or visit our shop for a 
superb selection, of men's shirts, 
ties and. accessories. 

Tel: 0171 430 I4J3 
The Shirt Press . 

65 Kngsmp London WC28 STD 
. Open liovfrl B3Wpm5nt IMpm 
fix 017! 430 1436 


r\ 



t* it: ?iC Wi 

Tehran: 01547 550 300 

rrw f 5 . ID 7 



S/Zverstone^ 


For the Drive of Your Lite;: 


For n free, brochure: .01 3'27 320326 




® . m 

Fromii-r (.Turn Onto 
{ l)i‘< cmhor) 

Till 1 !’HOM O.SOO 191! II 
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OaCCMKfing whih iti nni JCMt |OQ&(L 

i Friends c^joy BnlinoifJ visa 
J tadauve weekday evening views, fall 
colour qne r taiy , fine at jcuwl 
lectures and study days. 

The g$ Am lasts aO rear round 
AnouiJ sabeafptac £40” 

Join £60 (admits np to foer adntts) 
DntotnKs £35 
*Cnoent uses apply until 
Jammy 1st 1991 
Introduce > mnr friend 
To amnge a gift subscription pick ring 
01113005663 rod lecjero ■ bade of 
Veowe CBcqnoc 'Yellow bbcT 
dhampsgnc fat ictnni 


BALLOON FLIGHTS GIFTS FOR HER 



140* jootons,,fram £55. 
Fh» brochure from: 

ACORNE SPORTS 

01494 M 
451703 



PIZZA CUTTER 6; 
PASTRY WHEEL 


£ 1 S.Su (.Mi ll 


DISCOVER 
THE ART & 

ARUM KY OF 
EUROPE S FINEST 
DESIGNERS. 




0117 970 6851 


v 



<w ouu H fc o d r •*/** 



Knight 


C O Y I i M :■ 0 k A i £ U R O 
i H 0 PPiN G L) I ft E C ' 
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Cl' « 


Do yon tow anyone wishing a 
expaieHoe tfac thdB ft but of 
drivings Famuli lacing car? 

fayixqring then > single naer 
tnal contie MCota wood 


I JXII 1 U A t 'Hfr Xf J 'JI. \ I '. 


TELEPHONE 01243 778118 

oto FEUUJU F4B KB3BS, 

3 LAPS SOM 
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Give him a day he’ll 
never forget! 

From Football Training with a Scar, to White Water 
Rafting oo Rytng a MiG Hotter Jet, there are over 200 
unforgettable gift experiences In our breat ht aking new 
brochure. So <aS for a free copy now and give him Red Letter 
memories hell never forget. _-g*j 
Cal freephone row fora free copy 'Nigiij, 

0800 634 5555 WB ™ 


A Personalised Diary 



for someone special 

Stylish, elegant arid practical, our unique 5p/ro/ux* diary, 
with week to view layout always lies flat. 

Thedim&ne refutable wallet (103mm xlTOnun) is avaRable in blade, 
blue or burgundy: The wallet can be personalised in gold, 
at no extra cost, with initials or name of up to 20 characters. 

The diary contains useful Information, ILK. and world maps, 

• year planner and transferable address book. 

, Choose from real leather at £19.95 or eurohtde at £14.95, 
both inclusive of postage. 

S Order now on 

FREEPHONE 0800 0740576 55^1 

lri£5 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 1SX903R1 - 4LQ0pm 

Gilt Edged Diaries 


cJv-Vjo^ ^ 


LEAVES OTHER GIFTS | SKID PAN COtfRSgg 

STANDING 


assy 


The exhileration 
ar<«1erat'OD 





A GIFT VOUCHER 

WITH A DIFFERENCE®^ 

SERIOUS FUN, PROFESSIONAL INSTRUCTION, 
IMPROVES SKILLS. REACTIONS ft SAFETY. CARS 
SUPPLIED. Vi & 1 DAY COURSES AVAILABLE IN THE 
CENTRAL SOUTH AT THRUXTON RACE CnRCUIT ft 
MIDLANDS Nr LICHFIELD 
CALL DRIVING MANAGEMENT LTD 01264 771074 


e-*»jsrj« W. Tz "—I 

eD':v; she Li*2 hs!eS 

•ItS'wC:;??; n :ht 

•Lap*; in c «:i iod.33 ^ 

ePks Hich sp«: rif» . ; n W5? 

•Cnfy£l20 

C: ! i fer free brK!r:re 

01264 773511 

(is Tcykv WcWr R«i*g Sdv»l 


% 
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FROM RUSSIA. WITH LOVE 



A0 wnrt rol n l vjKha. CaU aata. Deck mbI» i ■ 
HJtP £» ■ 11500 5t» icwwd d 

™n Poljot UJL on -.'i 


RELIABLE, COMFORTABLE, 
AFFORDABLE 
...SIMPLY UNBELIEVABLE 

ORDER NOW FOR PRE-CHRISTMAS DELIVERY 



r * ss: 

i i S2 t j ■ ; * a b 

ta area m. 


£279 


■> lli nil EtBS i 

■. .e■■ tt*s • 


.. AMD (■nM.BtAJWWT 
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Over j 2 years experience. 
Excepiions) value: 

A specially designed range of sofas, 
sofabeds and chain that are not 
available ir, our stores, but can be 
ordered directly from our workshop. 

3 year construction guarantee. 

lot: 01443 238699 


. 6 months interest free credit option : 
Money back guarantee if.you are 
not deiightod vvithin 2S days, : . 

Free delivery (*TJ< fr,2irrtjnd:on)y) 

SOFA WORKSHOP 

DIRECT 


■weeberds or.nil ir tr.s ccupor, acfow for vaur FREE 


Send (k $c<* Vtakshep Kred. Coad Car Lane, ftmtytlun, 
BH danuraw CF72 SOX 


6 Months of Chocolate 

Thorntons Mail Order introduce '6 Months of Chocolate 1 — a selection 
of their finest confectionery sent to your loved one with your own special 
message on a gift card. For only £40" we will send a gift every two months 
to indude Christmas, Valentine's and Easter, 

For mtr copy of 1 he Thorntons Christmas Gift Guide 
and to order aaj efthe Thorntons item featured on thb page 

Freephone 0800 1911 n 

'ABfOcanhKbtwnTdchny 
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Bitter feuding has broken out among the hunters of one of the world’s most costly delicacies. Dee McQt djlanreports 

_ GAMMA _^ 

The 


Ur. • x. - V" % 

%i V. & •*& • ' . 
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ogs are being poisoned 
in Italy and kidnapped 
France, because of 


m 


Eyes down for treasure a hunter and his dog search for white truffles near Alba in northwest Italy 


the rising price of truf¬ 
fles. The cost of this delicacy, 
favoured by French and Italian 
cooks, has climbed so sharply that 
rival gatherers in the damp forests 
whore the fungus grows are resort¬ 
ing to sabotage. 

The latest incident involved more 
than 20 trained truffle-hunting 
dogs in Perugia, Italy, being found 
poisoned by strychnine and 
weedkiller last week. 

The result of the price hikes 
nearer home is that one of London’s 
most fashionable Italian restau¬ 
rants. the River Cafe, may have to 
take truffles off the menu. 

Franco Taruschio, who intro¬ 
duced truffles to discerning diners 
at the Walnut Tree Inn. near 
Abergavenny an the Welsh border, 
says: “Good truffle dogs are valu¬ 
able creatures. They have to be 
conditioned from the earliest age to 
respond to the smell of the fungi, 
which is done by training them 
with truffle oil or the tiniest scrap of 
real truffle, and feeding them only 
once theyve succeeded m following 
thescenL" 

Dogs are now favoured rather 
than pigs for truffle hunting — 
except, perhaps, in the Perigord 
region of France, where the odd 
swine may be wheeled out for 
tourist photographs — because they 
move through the woods more 
quickly. 

Truffle hunters choose mon¬ 
grels because these are often the 
most intelligent, and are usually 
crosses with some gun dog blood," 
Mr Taruschio says. 

“1 had an outing with a hunting 
dog called Diana last year and she 
knew exactly what she was doing. 
Happily, we found my first black 
Umbrian truffle." 

People can pick up the scent, too. 
but a dog has a keener sense of 
smell and will stop directly over the . 
truffle, which is then carefully 
unearthed with a minimun of 
disturbance to the tree roots and to 
the truffle’s parent organism, the 
mycelium. Accurate digging pro¬ 
tects the hugely lucrative source for 
years to come. 

The Umbrian poisonings are not 
only depressing for dog lovers, but 
leave food lovers puzzled as well. 
The local truffles are black, (see fact 
box). The rare, ultra-expensive 
white truffle, such as those from 
Alba, in Piedmont, can sell for as 
.much as E2J50Q for a kilo. Black'- 


TREASURED TUBER; THE FACTS 


TRUFFLES arc a form of fun¬ 
gus growing underground on 

the roots ofparticular trees. The 

scent attracts animals to dig 
them up and spread die spores. 
The strength of the smell varies 
with the season and location. . 

■ Tuber magnatum is the 
white truffle —- actually, a dirty 
beige, potato-tike dung distin¬ 
guished by its.powerful odour. 
It seems to grow only in Langhe 
in Piedmont and the Marche 
Apennines, where it has been 
found around the roots of oak. 
hazeL poplar and beech trees. 
The growing season is from 
October to January. 

White truffles will be at their 
peak for only seven days, some 
say four. They are used raw and 
are at their best with something 
plain, such as .pasta or eggs. 

■ Tuber melanosporum is die 
true black truffle and grows on 
the roots of oak trees in Perigord 
and Provence in France, and 
Marche and Umbria in Italy, • 
and can now be cultivated.- It 
matures between November 
and March. The smell is much 
less extreme than that of a white 
truffle — perhaps meaty, cer¬ 
tainly savoury — and not as 
adversely effected by preserv¬ 
ing. Black truffles are not used 


raw. Strips or diamonds of 
black truffle are a garnish or 
final flavouring for many classic 
French dishes. 

■ Tuber aestivum is the sum¬ 
mer truffle. with a knobbly dark 
skin and a beige centre. It grows 
in Bri tain by beech or oak trees, 
between June and November. 
Its Savour is weak compared 
with T. melanosporum and T. 
magnatum. Treat it as free food, 
like mushrooms, rather than a 
buried treasure. ' 

■ Buying: some - delicatessens 
sell preserved black (ruffles, 
truffle oils or even fresh black 
truffles in season, but few can 
now afford to offer white truf¬ 
fles. One source is the shop 
Carlucrio’s at 28a Neal Street, 
London WC2 (0171-240 1487). 
Antonio Cariucrio’s Neal Street 
Restaurant (0171-836 8368) is 
next door. 

A bargain dish of the truffle 
season is the omiette with white 
truffles for £850 at the renow- 
ned Walnut Tree Inn, XJandewj 
Skirrid. near Abergavenny, 
Gwent (01873 852797). Franco 
Taruschio. the owner, buys 
from his home area of Marche, 
then puts truffle on the menu at 
a loss — “otherwise 1 just could 
not persuade people to order”. 



The reward: white truffles are now more costly than caviare 


truffles are selling at about ESSO a 
kilo after a dry summer, which has 
restricted the growth. Michel 
Bourdin. the chef at the Connaught 
Hotel in London, keeps his “black 
diamonds’' in a fortified fridge. 

• The.. true'.white. • truffle • w-At* 


propogation of which still defeats 
scientists — is one of the world’s 
leading luxury foods, beating the 
finest saffron from La Mancha and 
caviare from the threatened Beluga 
species of sturgeon, both of which 
cost about £1.500 a *•**““— 


the white truffle that lias been 
getting all the good press recently, 
partly because expensive Italian 
food is fashionable, and pardy 
because of its complex, garaey 
smell. 

The white truffle is certainly 
superior to all the rest,” Mr 
Taruschio says. The smell is 
gorgeous. You cant really say 
more; it has to be experienced." 

Rose Gray, co-owner of the River 
Cafe, once dubbed the best Italian 
restaurant in Europe, says: “There 
is nothing like the scent of a while 
truffle. It is so penetrating that 
everyone notices as soon as the 
airtight transport boxes are 
brought into the restaurant It 
reminds one of autumn roomings 
in northern Italy — but it's never 
better than when you are the lucky 
one sitting down to lovely, hot 
tagliarmi with flakes of fresh 
truffle.” 

Her sophisticated customers 
may not be so lucky in the future. 
This year the prices are the highest 
I have ever known, and it looks as if 
we will not be able to put truffle on 
at the menu," she rays. Truffles 
need to be Cleaned- and trimmed, 
which at current prices could push 
a plate of pasta at the River Cafe to 
more than £30. 


A 


s we spoke, Ms Gray was 
just tearing for Alba, but 
has little hope of bringing 
hack top-quality truffles 
at a tolerable price. 

“That fte dogs are being poi¬ 
soned in' Umbria does not com¬ 
pletely surprise me; I’ve sensed this 
year that there is something differ¬ 
ent in the market,* 1 she 'says ’ ; 

This “something different" has 
involved approaches from, suspf- 
dous-loddng sellers, while ttfe 
River Cafe’s established Italiah 
supplier had still to be offered any 

• decent white truffles. • 

Since the Italian government put 
a swingring luxury taxon truffles a 
few years back, many truffle, trans- 
- actions have been clandestine. The 
sections of Italian .forests-where 
' they grow are now under as much 

• surveillance as the most strictly 
policed shocun&OF fishing rights. 

.. Inveritably, >hen. the price of 
white, truffle reaches such .exorbi¬ 
tant highs, shady tririers vffll try to 
take a share of the market. 

Maybe the Chef and 'rertaurater 
Alastair Little was only half joking 
when he once said that the? truffles 
business was taking on .- all the 


it-'. 


TEL: 

0171 680 6122 


ANIMALS & ACCESSORIES 


FAX: 

0171 782 7799 


CATS 


© 


THEGCCF- 

WE KNOW ALL ABOUT PEDIGREE CATS AND KITTENS 

If you ora tfiWdng of buying a (titan wfty not consider a ptagree? 

Al kittens nhautaba 12-13 weeks af ego and My(2 H») Inoculated against cal flu and *s«ne 
parttonUs bofont ttwy loeva Mr braadar. Christmas b not a good tinw to sMto a yowg Moan In to 
a naw home so do not causa your nw pat al tho stress of the hofldojr h unfamHv sunourKSngs. 
watt tO New Year. 

If you want to buy a pedjpoe kitten, please contact the GCCF - 
Tel: 01287 427 S75 

or sand any query by post la: CCCP*4Pan«l Oiflau. Brtdn wter . TAB 3P&. 

Free w ot!lir a leaflets about Moans avsriabta 


On!> in the-Times 

Vnini.ils & Accewirk-s 
I V,r the ht-st in 
products and --miccs for 
tuiir pets. 
f -' Lr > 

S.iltinUn in 
\U-VK«Ul 

0171 / ^ 
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CHARITY 


How you can help 
the Brooke Hospital 
for Animals 



Y OU can too easily And half crippled. 

malnourished working animals in the 
East today. Every week we give free 
treatment to thousands of suffering horses 
and donkeys and save many more from 
years of cruel labour. 

For £25 we can provide up to 5 days of 
life-saving hospital care. Just £2 will 
enable us in give an all-important 
preventive treatment. We know how to get 
the best value from every penny. 

Please help. Send what you can by 
cheque or credit card to. 

Richard Seanght. firooke Hospital for 
Animals. Dept.GT07 Broadmead House, 21 
Panton street. London 5W i Y 4DR. 

Or call us on 0171 930 0210 


I want to help care for sick horses and donkeys. 

f on?bce a gift of _ Or dibit my Aasss Visa 

If 

Erpuy date t . Cart Ifo 


r • ; tea if. ms> 

7=i- 3HSU? • 

ItAMB UrUn:UL»-'Ms 
Addreaa ___ 
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ACCESSORIES 




Dirt Trapper Door Mats 


At last - a wm at Crufts and Shows 
nationwfda - tha door mat that raally 
works) No mora muddy footprints or 
p aw maifci on yow newly cleaned floors 



Dirt Trapper Door Mats stop dkt at re door of home 
or car wflh absorbent cotton pie removing rat, dry, 
even creasy At tan shoes and paws. They Jaw 
non-dp latex backing ml am ftdy machhe- 
wsshaUe at 40 a 

Available In ssvwi colours and 3 sizes: 

Blue, Green/Btack, Btack/WNta, Fawn, Dark Gray, Seal Brown. BtacWBrovm 
•80cm x 50cm C1&95 MOcm x 100cm £32.95 MOcni x 150cm £4655 
an Pius £2-95 pap per mat CrodK cards accepted 

tan Oqd TT TUrtJs IM Co, 32a Kings Hoad, Nngttsi, Snrrsy, KT2 5HT. 

JH & CL TURTLE Tel: 0181-296 0366 Fax: 0181-296 0360 #©8 


They depend, onus-We depend on you 


LET YOUR CAT ENJOY LIFE 
THE NATURAL WAY 

Canac Cataerobic Centres offer domestic cats the chance 
to climb, scratch and sleep off the ground as they would in 
nature. The perfect way to keep them happy and also safe, 
as these centres are of the highest quality. 




ZAMBEZI 
£169.99 
Floor io ceiling 
model featuring a 

multi entry 

penthouse, a 
hammock and a 
tunneL The penthouse 
has a floor opening 
for easy access. 
Definite top of the 
range For the 
upwardly mobile cat. 
Adjusts from 128 m 
to2.54 m. 

Cat house 
diameter 510 mm; 
Height 2.55 mm; 
Weight 25.5 Kg 

NAKURU 

£139.99 

Built around a multi 
entry house. Large 
base gives stability 
and there are lots of 
aspects to entenaht 
and amuse cats. Ideal 
for multi cat 
household. 

Bose 510 mm x 
510 mm: 

Height 1.66m 
Weight 20.85 Kg. 

KARIBA 

£89.99 

Incorporates a 

hammock and tunneL 
Base 445x455 mm; 
Height 1325 mm; 
Weight 15.20 Kgs. 





ETOSHA 

£59.99 

Multi level with 3 
platforms. 

Base size 
455 mm x 455 mm 
Height 1390 mm 
Weight 14.5 Kgs 


SAMBURU 

£89.99 

3 tier Cataerobic with 
2 which is 

idea! for mulitpte cat 
families. 

Base size 

445 mm x 445 mm. 
Height 1325 nun; 
Weight 16 Kg 


AMBOSELI 

£49.99 

With its tunnel and 
pillars. Amboseii 
offers cats endless 
possibilities for play. 
Base size 
350 mm x 430 mm 
Height 860 mm; 
Weight 9.0 Kg 




For forth* detail* ptam e*H 

01825 830283 830 am - &30pm 
or Fax 01825 830241.' 

Out of hours telephone 
01825830930. 

Dept TT, Brook House Cat Products) 
Southern Aviaries 
Tinkers Lane, Hadtow Down 
UdcfieJd East Sussex TN22ASJ 

Show room opening fanes. 

Tue-Fri 9am - 1pm 
and 2pm - 5pm. Sat 9am - 5pm. 
Closed Sunday and Monday. 


^aplriss 


Qutaj tEmSnaiilKc W1 

QUALIT Y 
ROSETTES & 
SHOW PRINTING 
Bryu-Cm ftra, Argwd BmnL 
Bctvs, AaauaTord, 
DjtWSAHjS’K 


k 


Te le p hone 

01269593195 

31 Ur. AotwcrSa-rkc 


RIDING HOLIDAYS 


Andaluz 

Adventure 

Costa de la Loz 
in S W Spain. 
Huhten w«h wpetb riding Ini 




fl&pcy biathn. Ri bo ne* , pood 1 
oriisw. hf|c poot one Anl 
welcome. Open §B rear. f 
Kk Special Gbrfrinaa nut Ke» | 
Year offer* 

Jcaaw Hwvay-Hwn 
01935 817567 


CATS 


C «-a- tog for 
01777 2M5» 


THECLUB^*^ 

For tbc novice C ** w 
Siamese 

owner and breeder 
Affiliated toThe Governing 
Council of the Cat Fancy 
New members welcome 
HaDourary secretary: 

Mn Rosie Meduns 
ADDRESS: 
WressbaU Camhoase 
Wabbam Le WiQows 
Bury St Edmonds 
Suffolk 
- IP31 3AS 

Tel: 01359259652 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THE ANIMALS 
& ACCESSORIES 
SECTION PLEASE 
CALL JONATHON 
HOWELL-JONES 
ON: 0171 680 6122 


DOGS 


PETSAFE 

DOG COLLARS & LEADS 
Telephone no. embroidered ^ 
onto quafity coloured 'w ' 

webbing tram £18 
NO M ORE LOST TAGS. 

FREE catalogue Irom Green 
Ftvm Trading: 01473 737877 



KENNELS 


PET INSURANCE 

Special Readers Offer 


First 28 Days Cover FREE 


PRIME COVER WITH VETS 
FEES COSTS PER MONTH 
DOG £8.95 CAT £4.95 

TEL: 0700 0800 800 

Mon to Fri Sam - 9pm Sot a Sun 9am - 6pm 




the Bones 

Winter 1997/98 -i 


The NEW Bones Mail Order Catalogue 97/98 is nowouti 
filled with exciting and original ideas for you to treat 

your Dogs and Cats to winter X 

New Bones own rasgc in Denitn 

Pet Bedding and Denim Throws 

* Cushion. Fleecy and Nest Beds 

for Dogs and Cats ' : ' r 

.* Waterproof Coats 

* Copper Collars ' ■ 

* Herb-filled Flea Patrol . ?. 

Bandannas,Homoeparhic 
Remedies, Tea Tree Gil products 

■*. Comfy Web Collais & Leads; 

Monogramming Service ". : . 
: Available ;• 

** and many other exciting treats 
and essentials for your Dogp and 
Cats this Christmas ** ■ r 


Free your FREE copy write to: ' 

Bones, Hie Upper MID, Gobi Si Aldwyns, 
Cirencester, GlosGL7 5AJ 
orTd: 01285 750007 Fax: 01285750100 
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NOW, THERE'S A FRESH, 

NEW WAY TO TOILET 
TRAIN YOUR PUPPY. 

Super absorbent paper mats 
help train your puppy and 
protect your floor. 

Neyn disposable PUPPY MAF5 are a revolutionary-way,to toiteft 
train your puppy. Made from a Ihia soft yet strong; hwHly 
abswbent _paper, eadj^ mart soaks up appre^n^r W pint of. 
Rquift.leawngno puddles- and no residue. ; / . ; - - 

NO MORE MESSY NEWSPAPERS 


, r . ■ “ ^nyyienit aroematwe to newspapers. 

U nTte news paper they are totally absortDerrt and do not^edor 
disintegrate vwtn use. In addition, a non-dip waterproof backing 
protects your floor. ^ 

M^uriivWmm X 595mm. PUPPY MATS are available inpds 

of so or loo.. . . ' •. ; , ; 

50 mats £1130+£2^0p&p 100 ma1s£2l+£3i7Sp8^ 


For details call now on 01405 S39922 
or fax 01405«39958 

Alt mapx creditftfebft cards welcome.' 

Pfocfoct^ Franfey House; 37 Rwasid^ Jfauwdiffe. 

Mr Sod^.EMt RicKng gf'VbrfcdvreDWU gtfj. 
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$ don’t just purr and eat mice - a new book shows them to be highly complex creatures. Jack Crossley writes 


|l| 

4* T^^dfacing hunters eyes adapted tor night vision. . 

m'TOr-offect due to crystal minor behind retina. 
!^*,r1EL^ h0Ur5 a ^ ^ has third, translucent eyelid, 
when slightest shadow crosses this, cat springs Into action 

Nose is sensitive to ——_ 

^ temperature and scent KhK] 


r.-i'-.. , i ( . 


Jt 

A 1 The Jacobsen organ 
. 'which can taste scent 


• *** , / . 

•at Whiskers - so important ; 

they go three tiroes deeper 
■ into the skin than hair.Each,one 
with with its pwri muscle •• 


•••• 

. -3k* Shoulders attached to - 
body mainly by muscles... 
Absence of collar bone •. ■ 

/ Improves flexibility and allows 
long running strides 


A 


Cat walks on its toes - ideal for , 
■ explosive sprinting, ftazorsharp 
. : olaws. provide±8 deadly weapons. : " 

T Rounded pads of. pawpare prime shack 
j afisorbkson landing.San-dhpatfehas- 
. an oiiter teyes-sbcne 70 .times thicker " 
- tftan-efeewherg-- '44 .. _ r .. 
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»V 20 musdes swivel ears to pick up high- 
“ pitched sounds dogs and humans cannot 
hear, particularly rodent sounds 


Tail up is a greeting; you 
“ are allowed to come close. 
Tail also vital for balance and 
used like tightrope walkers pole 


%Ta Flexible backbone allows cat to arch its 
“ back and squeeze through small spaces 


-Vi Scent glands below tall and 
” alor® top of body and on the lips 
and chin for leaving messages 



|l. 

oaT Strong hjndquarter 
musdes provide power 
for climbing and jumping. 

Cat can leap several times its 
own length either vertically or 
horizontally 


Vi Whiskers on 
^ underside of 
forategs assist in stalking 
and judging landings 



NHFVW5ERARD LACZ 


Little pet with 


the lion heart 


A ny one of the owners of Britain’s seven million cats will tell 
you how wonderful felines are — especially [heirs. But how 
many know how extraordinary cats really are? Did you 
know, for instance, they have whiskers on the underside of 
their front legs, to assist them in stalking and judging landings? Or 
exactly how a falling cat rotates its-body in mid-air and lands on its 
feet? And why are they such superb climbers, but duffers at getting 
down again? 

There's a new book out this week by international cat expert Roger 
Tabor explaining these and many other astonishing facts about the 
animal that purrs on your lap and yet remains one of the most 


HOW 

DOES A 
CAT LAND? 


CAT CALLS 


THE cat's taltis 
an incredibly 
versatile organ. 

It Is of great value in 
balancing and 
climbing, with the 
cat using itin 
much the same way 
as a tightrope 
walker uses a 
balancing bar. 

The taH also acts as 
a gyroscope 
counterweight 
when cats need 
to comer suddenly. 


have a remarkable 
. abWtyto land on 
theirfoet by rotating 
their bodies In 
mid-air, and kittens 
develop this 
reflex action when 
only three 
weeks old. 

Asa cat falls 
throughtheair.lt 
first rotates its 
head and the front 
half of its body, 
until the head 
achieves the 
correct orientation, 
ft then rotates 
the back half of its 
body, to land 
safely on its feel 
The cat can do 
this because of its 
finely attuned 
sense of balance. U 
is this same 
exquisite sense that 
feeds the cal 
information on its 
posture Wien 
stalking and 


IT may be that the only “word" you 
ever hear from your cat is "mi¬ 
aow". But die emphasis and deliv¬ 
ery of its miaows can cover a range 
of meanings. Desmond Morris 
has suggested that the vocal 
sounds of cats can be summarised 
in just six messages: I am angry, I 
want attention, I am in pain. I am 
frightened. I am inoffensive. I 
want you to come with me. 

But Roger Tabor says there are 
many more shades of meaning 
depending on how and where 
these sounds are delivered. Cer¬ 
tainly. when cats meet, they have 
more than one way of communi¬ 
cating with each other. They do it 
by posture and contact — and even 
just by staring. A cat will some¬ 
times sit for hours. Sphinx-like, 
with paws tucked under, and just 
stare threateningly at another cat 
that has entered its territory. 

Spraying is another way of 
protecting territory. A cat patrol¬ 
ling the perimeters of its range 
might spray up to 50 or 60 times in 
one hour, particularly if there is a 
territorial dispute going on. 

The tail is the most talkative part 
of a feline. Unlike a dog, which 
wags its taO when it is happy, a 
wagging cat’s tail signals aggres¬ 
siveness. When the tall fluffs up in 
a dramatic way — like a bottle 


brush — it may be expressing a 
defensive or an aggressive mood. 
This is the cat sabre-rattling, 
making itself look bigger before 
committing itself to a tight. It 
doesn't mean that the cat isn't 
frightened, but ii is signalling that 
it is going to be put up a damn 
good show. 

To read the message, look at the 
ears. If they are down flat against 
the head, tine cat is defending. If 
they are down, but with a twist so 
that the tips at the back of the ear 
can be seen from the front, the cat 
is an aggressor. These positions 
can seem very similar to us. but 


there is no ambiguity among cats. 
Looking at the eyes can be a better 
guide. The defending cat's eyes will 
be wide open with fear. The 
aggressor’s will be narrowed tight 
And don’t think that cats purr 
just to let us know how contented 
we have made them. They purr for 
themselves, sometimes when they 
feel threatened and sometimes 
simply to announce: “I am here." 
Purring also provides kittens with 
a contact call which keeps them 
together while the mother is away 
hunting — and, when suckling, 
they can do it without leaving die 
teat. 



SENSES 


Awareness of 
posture Is 

achieved by both its 
superb vision 
and canals in the 
inner ear. 

• Cet Behaviour 
— The Complete 
FeHne Problem 
Sotverby Roger 

Tabor is 

published by David 

and Charles at 
£15.99. 

Tiroes readers 
can buy the book 
for-£l3.99from- 
The Times 
Bookshop (0990 
134459). 


CATS have an extra organ that we 
do not have. The Jacobsen organ, 
named after the Danish doctor 
who discovered h 200 years ago. 
can taste scents and it lies below 
the nasal cavity, opening to the 
mouih behind the first incisors. 

Thanks to the Jacobsen organ, a 
cat will know if its food has gone 
stale long before reaching its bowl. 
This "taste scenting" triggers a 
response that is quite dramatic in a 
big cat like a tiger (it exposes its 


huge teeth), but the response of a 
domestic cat is more subtle and 
most owners never notice it. 

It is easier to notice how the cat’s 
eyes contribute to its incredible 
efficiency as a night hunter. They 
are huge in relation to its skull size 
and provide brilliant vision with a 
sixth of the amount of tight that we 
need. The pupil closes to a slit 
instead of a point giving it much 
finer control when stalking in the 
dark. The pupils of lions, which 


hunt mostly during the day, close 
to a point like ours. 

Whiskers are not therejust to tell 
a cat if an opening is wide enough 
for its body to pass through. They 
form a semi-circle around its face, 
growing above and at the side of 
the eyes as well as from the side of 
the face. They improve the cat’s 
hunting ability by bringing infor¬ 
mation about wind movement 
helping it to detect scent and 
interpret where scent come from. 
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A VET WRITES 


[7>| My German shepherd dog. 
[Ml Sheba, is two years old and 
has had Intermittent diarrhoea 
for three months. She’s eating 
writ but losing weight 

My vet says be wfii have to do a 
scries of tests before he can treat 
her, and that this could cost £100 
or more. A friend tells me she had 
a German shepherd with exactly 
the same problem, nearly 20 years 
ago. He was treated for pancreatic 
disease and given capsules con¬ 
taining trypsin, the digestive en¬ 
zyme that comes from the 
pancreas. 

My friend's dog recovered and 
went on for years. I would like to 
try this on Sheba before paying 
out for tests, but my vet doesn’t 
agree. Why not? 


a Pancreatic insufficiency is a 
common reason for chronic 
diarrhoea in dogs, and it can be an 
inherited problem in some Ger¬ 
man shepherds. But there are 
many other possible causes. A hit- 
or-miss approach — “Let’s see if 
trypsin helps” — might have been 
justified 20 years ago, but now it’s 
possible to make a definite diagno¬ 
sis without "waiting and seeing’*, 
perhaps while things gel worse. 

Chronic diarrhoea occurs if food 
isn't digested properly, or when 
digested food is not absorbed in the 
dog's small intestine. Step one is to 
find out of it’s a failure of digestion 
or absorption. Then. why. A defi¬ 
ciency of trypsin or bile acid 
prevents proper digestion. Damage 
to the intestinal fining reduces food 
absorption; it is perhaps caused by 
bacterial or parasitic infection, 
allergic reactions, tumours or 
normally harmless bacteria. 

Laboratory tests can be cosily, 
but with all' these possible causes 
I'm sure it’s right to investigate 
Sheba’s problem first. The right 
treatment cannot be prescribed 
until there’s a proper diagnosis. 


efficient killers on Earth. The main ancestor of today's domestic puss 
is the African wild tabby, and all pet cats descend from it Even posh 
pedigrees like the Siamese are genetically tabbies. 

When humans began living in small towns and villages they 
created ideal conditions for scavengers. Cats cottoned on to the fact 
that food was to be found near humans. But the cunning feline never 
allowed its skills as a hunter to wane. Today's most-favoured pel still 
hunts and kills in the same way as its big cousins, the lion and the 
tiger, retaining all the stealth needed to survive in the wild. 

And while we meat cats like people, they tend, to treat us as if we 
were cats. 



Why don’t Manx cals have 
tails? 


Nobody knows for certain, 
but it’s supposed that the first 
cats to arrive on the Isle of Man 
were tailless emigrants from the 
Far East, who jumped ship in the 
16th or 17th century. Their descen¬ 
dants have inherited taillessness 
because few tailed cats have been 
imported to breed out this genetic 
abnormality. 

A less probable, but nevertheless 
published, explanation, is that the 
Manx cat was the last animal to 
enter the Ark — and Noah shut the 
door on its tail. 


We've been asked to adopt 
. Fired, a six-month-old Viet¬ 
namese pot-bellied pig. complete 
with his pig house, by Friends who 
are moving into a flaL They've told 
us how to feed him and he seems 
friendly. We have a large and 
well-fenced garden but can you 
foresee any difficulties? 


Plenty. Pigs of any variety are 
not pets, and Fred is only half- 
grown. He’ll become at least tliree 
times heavier and, if he's not 
castrated, will develop a strong 
smell which is very attractive to 
female pigs but not id anyone else. 

If he has commercial pig food, a 
well-fenced enclosure and a muddy 
patch around his hutch he’ll come 
to no harm. Make sure he’s 
vaccinated against swine erysipe¬ 
las. Fully grown boars can be 
aggressive and if Fred has to spend 
his fife in solitary confinement he 
could get bored and bad tempered. 
It's not easy to handle 2001b of pig 
with a wide open mouth. 

Unless you’ve always had an 
ambition to be a pigkeeper, say no. 
Firmly. 


James allcock 


ADOPT ME 










Betty needs a quiet home 


BETTY is an affectiona 
gentle 11-month-old. bla 
white spayed cat who has 
ttie centre a couple of mom 
is lively and playful and 
well with other cats but is n 
and would suit a quiet hum 
responsible owner or a fam 
older children, where sh< 
gain confidence. 

If you are interested in a 
Betty or another cat, please 
the Cats Protection Lea 
Ealin g. West Loudon, on i 
0793. 
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A shadow 


JEREMY YO'JNG 


«) 




looms over 


the moors 


Protests are mounting over peat cutters’ 


exploitation of a thriving habitat for 


Yorkshire wildlife. Nick NuttaU reports 


A windswept York¬ 
shire moorland has 
become the centre¬ 
piece of a dispute 
between conservation groups 
and the Government's wildlife 
advisors, who are at odds aver 
the best way to conserve the 
nation's most important 
nature sites. 

Thome and Hatfield moors. 
Britain's biggest remaining 
Fragment of "raised lowland 
bog. is home to wondrous 
carpets of sphagnum mosses. 

•They also hold southern 
marsh orchids and more than 
5.000 species of insects and 
invertebrates including bog 
bush cricket, the scarce 
vapourer moth, heath butter¬ 
fly and bog hog beetle. 

Over this moist, haunting 
land, one of Britain's best 
colonies of nightjar is on the 
wing. The moors are also 
important for breeding and 
wintering birds including 
nightingale, woodcock and 
grasshopper warblers. 

The area was listed as a Site 
of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSS1) under the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act in the mid- 
Eighties. But the moors also 
hold fascination for other par¬ 
ties. whose interests conflict 
with the wildlife there. 

For oenturies.the land has 
been cut for peat — made up 
mostly of common cotton- 
grass. But more recently it has 
been owned by a string of peat 
companies which, using mill¬ 
ing and industrial water¬ 
pumping machinery, have 
been stripping and drying out 
parts of the bogs to supply the 
horticultural trade. 

Now critics say the moors 
are threatened with a final 
indignity, bringing into ques- 



d own graded. Some areas no 
longer justify the criteria of 
being SSSIs mainly because 
they have dried out as a result 
of peat extraction. 

"It is a significant area. In 
the case of Harfield. it is 
around a quarter of the site." 
says Matt Phillips, biodiver¬ 
sity and habitats campaigner 
at Friends of the Earth. 

English Nature’s move has 
triggered possibly the biggest 
outcry ever seen among con¬ 
servation groups in Britain, 
including Friends of the Earth, 
the World Wide Fund for 
Nature, the Wildlife Trusts 
and the Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds. 


Peat fuel: cotton grass 



Southern marsh orchid 


tion the ability of English 
Nature, the Government's 
wildlife advisers, to defend the 
best of Britain's natural world. 

English Nature has a man¬ 
agement agreement with 
tevingtons, the company 
working the peat and is 
proposing that 100 hectares of 
Thome and 300 to 400 hect- 
of Hatfield should be 


ares 


P eat bogs also hold 
ancient records of di¬ 
mate, vegetation such 
as fossilised forests, 
and human remains and arte¬ 
facts. Each metre of peat 
represents 1.000 years of 
history. 

So English Nature has also 
found itself at odds with the 
Council for British Archeo¬ 
logy. Richard Morris, its direc¬ 
tor. says: “For every andent 
Briton retrieved from a bog, 
others are likely to be shred¬ 
ded in a bag lof peat)” 

The Government’s Environ¬ 
ment Agency is also objecting 
on the grounds that changes in 
the water table may result 
All local authorities in the 
area, dose to Doncaster, have 
protested along with the two 
local MPs and hundreds of 
local residents, some of whom 
are redundant miners or the 
sons of former peat cutters. 

Hans Joosten of the Univer¬ 
sity of Greifcwald in Germany 
and an expert on peadands, 
has questioned English Na- 



!t\ 



Determ 


Peat cutters intent on supplying the horticultural trade can leave marshland where mosses grow dried out with potentially devastating effects 

enure 


ture's reports justifying the 
denotifications. 

His views are supported-by 
Richard Lindsay, former 
peatland specialist with the 
Government’s wildlife advi¬ 
sors and head of wildlife 
conservation at the University 
of East London. 

“Many of these worked 
; still havea metre of peat 


left These so-called bare areas 
may still have a great deal of 
conservation value which 
:not 


English Nature simply has i 
looked at" 


areas: 
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Derek Langslow, thief exec¬ 
utive of English Nature, was 
recently asked by Michael 
Meacher, the Environment 
Minister, to name any organ¬ 
isation supporting its case. 

“I do not think we tove.ha4 
a letter of support,” he replied. 

Given the apparent lack oF 
support for-its. actions, the „ 
advisors have laid themselves, 
open to claims that the rela¬ 
tionship with Leyingtons has 
compromised their position. 

D-day for the moors arrives 
early next month, when Eng¬ 
lish Nature will announce 
whether denotification will go 
ahead — or be abandcsided or 
shelved, pending more 
studies. 

Mr Phillips says the out¬ 
come will be watched keenly 
by the peat extraction industry 
and by other landowners with 
one of England's 4,000 SSSIs 
on their properties. 

“English Nature reckons 
that around five per cent of 
SSSIs are on land owned by 
people who deeply resent that 
site having been designated. If 
parts of the moors are 
denotified they will say ’Hey. 
all I need to do is damage this 
she and they will denotjfy it*." 
he says. Thome and Hatfield 




Under threat Nightjars have'settled on the moors 


moors have become a crucial 
nest case and on November 17, 
an alliance of environmental 
groups, expected to be joined 
by the National Trust in the 
new year, will publish their 
Wildlife Charter calling on 
Government to meet its mani¬ 
festo pledge to boost wildlife 
protection laws. 


O ne part of the char¬ 
ter calls for a re¬ 
view of historical 
peat rights as well 
as gravel and other mineral 
extraction rights, granted dur¬ 
ing and jus! after the Second 
World War. Mr Phillips says 
these rights, often known as 
Interim Development Orders. 


are threatening more than 100 
SSSIs and now need to be 
subject to modem. ■ environ¬ 
mental standards and 
scrutiny; 

He says the groups want the 
Government to copy an Aus¬ 
trian model. Here these his¬ 
torical rights were recently 
reviewed. Mining, gravel and 
peat extraction aims had to 
prove that the areas covered 
by these rights were not envi¬ 
ronmentally threatened. 

A similar scheme here 
would allow local authorites to 
cancel those rights, without 
compensation to businesses, if 
they deem them id be harming 
or threatening key nature 
sites. 


At home in a dome 


THERE HAVE been several 
reports this autumn of a little 
reed-haunting bird that is 
rarely seen in Britain: the 
penduline tit. One was repor¬ 
ted on the Kent coast earlier 
this week. It is not. strictly 
speaking, a member of the tit 
family but if is dosefy related 
and has the lively ways of a 
blue tit. 

In plumage, it looks like a 

miniature red-backed shrike, 

with a dark patch through the 
eye and a chestnut-coloured 
back. Its tail is not especially 
long but is very noticeable, 
since the bird uses it all the 
time as it moves about. 

It is mainly a bird of the 
swampy riversides of south¬ 
ern and eastern Europe. T 
have seen ir by the olge of the 
Vistula in the suburbs of 
Warsaw. I also saw its nest 
there: a remarkable sight 

The nest is domed, made of 
grass and dry nettles bound 
together with animal hair and 
usually hangs from the outer 
branches of a willow tree, 
often with the water flowing 
beneath it. 

Sometimes the nest is sus¬ 
pended between three or four 
reeds like a reed warbler's 
nest The entrance is through 
a little spout-like projection, 
high up on the side of it, and 
the interior is lined with the 
downy seeds of plants. 

The nest plays a spatial part 
in the strange way of life of the 
penduline tits. Studies of the 
species in Germany have 
shown that after a pair has 
mated, and the female has 
started incubating her eggs, 
she drives the male away. 


FEATHER REPORT 


PETEH BROWN 



Penduline tks feed an tiny 
insects and on the seals af 
bulrushes or reed mace. The 
latter taste sometimes gives 
their presence away. Should 
you be in a Danube swamp 
' and see feathery seeds drifting 
from a dump of bulrushes on 
a still, day, ir may well be 
because a parly of penduline 
tits is attacking them. This 
action reminds me of how I 
once detected a tree-creeper. I 
was walking through a wood 
of tall young firs and a shower 
of red bark-flakes suddenly 
fell on me. It.'was. a tree- 
creeper working sflendy away, 
teasing out insects high up the 
trunk of the tree I was passing. 


Newcomen penduline tit 


Because the dudes will grow 
up in a fairly safe, warm nest, 
she can, if necessary, bring 
them up on her own. 

The male goes on 
other nests indefatigably, 
tries to find one or more other 
females to mate with him and 
lay a dutch of eggs in the nest 
she has built. But he may go. 
back later to his first mate and 
help her to feed the young, or 
he may help one of his other 
mates.-He, too, can bring up a 
brood on his own if one of his 
•females happens to be kflJed. 
An incubating female is not 
wholly deserted, incidentally,' 
because other males will come 
and visit her, looking at -her 
through the spout 


PENDULINE tits have been 
breeding further, and further 
north over the past few .de¬ 
cades — for instance, they 
have colonised Denmark. 

The vagrants seen in Britain 
may have been northern birds 
whidi went astray on their 
autumn migration to'some¬ 
where such as Portugal. But 
there seems every likelihood 
■ that they will be recorded 
more often in this country, and 
we may even have one of their 
quaint neSts hanging pendu- 
lously somewhere, in awiHow. 
before long. 


DerwenT May 


• What's about Birders—look 
outforgoUteoeye on lakes,. 
raenviFS and flooded gravel pits. 
Ttoifthers— a pendidise dt at 
DungenFss. Kenyan alpine swift. 

at Clef. Norfolk: adusk? warbler 

' ut Dunbar, Lpihian, Details from 

Bird line. 0891700222. Calls cast 

50pa minuie. ... . " 



over 

‘dry’ 


nver 


A PRETTY river and a 
lake, home to rare water 
voles, birds such as 
snipe, swans and moor¬ 
hens, and flowers includ¬ 
ing the celery-leaved 
buttercup, have dried up 
after a water company 
dosed its treatment 
works upstream. 

Conservationists ■ 
daim the plight of the 
Rbundmoor River and 
Doraey Lake in Buck¬ 
inghamshire underscore 
the need for more pow¬ 
ers for the Environment 
Agency to tackle similar 
threats nationally. 

Experts believe that 
drought and the over¬ 
abstraction of water 
from underground 
springs are to blamc-for 
the loss of the lake and 
the two-mile stretch of 
river, and they are out¬ 
raged that Thames 
Water shut the works at 
Burnham, which •" was 
discharging treated 
water into the river. 

Iain Corbyn, the head 
of conservation at the 
Berkshire, Buckingham¬ 
shire, and Oxfordshire 
Wildlife Trust, says: “It’s 
worrying that a natural 
river cannot flow on its 
own without the input of 
treated water discharged 
from a sewage works.” 


rabbiti 


\\ 


MARTIN SPRAY, the 
director of the wildlife 
trust, says: “There are no 
mechanisms: to prevent 
such disasters.. Thames 
Water acted within its its 
legal rights and was not 
obliged to even consider 
.the environmental.con¬ 
sequences.” 

Ironically, the Envi¬ 
ronment Agency had 
jnst dredged the river 
and cleaned out Doraey 
Lake unaware that it was 
about to'dry oaLConsei 4 - 
v atIonists were alerted to 
the loss in July by Tim 
Cnmmjngs.a fanner. 

A spokesman for 
Thames Water said that 
foe Burnham works 
were in danger of failing 
European standards.. 
He denied that over* 
abstraction had helped 
to kill fte river amHake. 

The wildlife trust the 
wafer company and the 
agency, have discussed 
how to resolve the prob¬ 
lem, and .Thames, has 
f&wl to took at restor¬ 
ing nows and dredging 
out and narrowing the 
Roundmoor’s channel. 


Nick Nuttall 
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country life - 19 


In rural areas, early rising has become a tradition kept alive only by a dwindling, elderly population - apart from dairy farmers 

The worm turns for early risers 



rorms are safe here in the 
. astern counties, if research by 
... water companies is to be 
beheve tH ** ^ H catches the 
2 ^\ fh 5, no wHBBly creature east of 
the Ml noed ever fear for its life. This is 
because.^ apparently,, we East Anglians 
are all slumbering soundly when others 
are up and;about. '• 

.. Researdij has shown that of all the 
re&ons of \ England, people b East 
Anglia rise ifrom their beds the latest 
This-was deduced from-the results of 
monitoring the demand on the water 
supply, whit* increases rapidly once die 
early morning flushing of the lavatory 
begins. Because this peak of consump- 
two occurs later the farther east you 
travel, water companies have assumed 
that it is because we ger up later. Fbols' 
Is it not possible that there is some¬ 
thing bladder-strengthening about life 
out here? Could ft not be that the Siberian 
winters have taught us to hang on that 
little bit longer to anything that might 
keep our bodies ‘warm? Equally, have 
they not considered that there might be 
several people whojhave no use for one of 


their prissy flushing devices and. in¬ 
stead. prefer a trip behind the bam or to 
the bottom of the garden, where it does 
no end of good to the compost heap? 

Just because we appear to "go" later in 
the day than .some others* we are 
branded idle when it could well be a 
symbol of inner strength. Having said 
that, 1 have a suspicion that they may be 
right. I cannot speak for town or aiy 
dwellers hereabouts, but in rural areas 
early rising has become one of those 
traditions kept alive only by a dwindling, 
elderly population (apart from dairy 
farmers, who have yet to discover a way 
of persuading a cow to hang on to her 
milk until the Today programme is over). 

Mainly ir is kept up by the older 
generations of land workers who, all their 
working lives, were expected to have 
done a couple of hours work before an 
8 am breakfast. They find it difficult to rid 
themselves of the habit and are up with 


the lark, when there 
is really very little for 
them to do. 

It was always a 
matter of shame for 
me. because when¬ 
ever one of these old- 
timers phoned me in 
the morning, it was 
■ before 7.30a m. This 
required the perfor¬ 
mance of a lifetime, 
to try to act as if 1 had 
been bustling 
around the farmyard 
for hours, spreading 
straw, feeding bull¬ 
ocks and grooming carthorses, when the 
truth was that the phone was by the bed 
and the sum total of that day's exercise so 
far had been rolling over. 

However, I would daim not to be 
entirely idle in my ways and. although 


DOWN TO EARTH 



PAUL HEINEY 


the first JighL of day 
has often gleamed on 
my prostrate body 
unnoticed, I have 
made up for it at 
other times of day. 
For example. There is 
no greater pleasure 
at this frosty, damp 
time of year than 
ploughing with hor¬ 
ses while a vivid, 
crimson sun sets, the 
frost settles and a 
halo of mist sur¬ 
rounds the horses as 
steam from their 
bodies turns into a fog. No one who had 
risen early enough to lake pleasure in the 
winter dawn would still be on the land at 
tea time: it is too long a candle to bum at 
both ends. Memoirs of farming life tel) of 
men and horses standing by the edges of 


the 'fields on cold winter mornings, 
wailing for sufficient light to see the 
furrows of the previous day. They speak, 
too, of early walks down dark lanes from 
farm to field, the sparks from the iron- 
shod feet of the horses the only 
illumination. 

I n his evocation of Suffolk fanning 
life earlier this century, Hugh Bar¬ 
rett wrote of his rimes as a farm boy 
in Early to Rise. “The GuVnor would 
shout up the stairs that h was time to get 
up. One lay in bed for a few moments 
looking for a light at the window, but five, 
thirty was too soon for even a tremble on 
the eastern horizon. At ten to six we went 
across to the stable where for an hour or 
more, George had been at work." 
Shaming, isn't it? 

But perhaps burning one’s candle later 
in the day is not entirely without virtue. 
When we had cattle yarded in the winter. 


1 took great pleasure from giving them a 
fresh bed of deep straw last thing at night 
— a task whit* would have been less 
pleasant conducted under the first rays of 
a rising sun. In the twilight they seemed 
more grateful for it. and in the orange 
glow of the stockyard lights it seemed as 
if I were laying out a bed of gold. 

This was the time of day when our 
bam owl came hunting, swooping low- 
over the hedges and ditches, hoping for 
me to leave the bam doors open so she 
could perch on the beams, ready to 
pounce on some unsuspecting mouse 
which foolishly assumed that once J had 
gone it was safe for him in emerge and 
gorge on the com. 

So I confess to being an afternoon sort 
of chap, and I have the good fortune to be 
able to choose. Even so. it is with the 
greatest reluctance that I admit it. for is 
there not some stigma attached in being a 
late riser, even if "late" in this context 
means eight o’clock? When ( told my 
town friends that I had a farm, they 
gasped and said: “All that getting up at 
five in the morning! I suppose you do all 
that." To my shame. 1 always nodded. 


qri tXfuntryside inatters.of aU kinds. Adch-essthem to: Paul Honey, Weekend, The Times, 1 Pennington Street London El 9XN. They are published on the first Saturday of the month. 
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Mo ring in for the kniTVinny and his lurcher 
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ting with dogs is not confined 
t o[the well-to-do. Lee Henshaw 
i finds it on a council estate.-* 






I rs ay‘ wickedly •" cold 
Cheshire afternoon, and 
three men, two dogs, one 
bqfr and his ferret, are 
huntingfor rabbits. The smah- 
. er dogj a Jack Russell, is 
If working the farmland scrub, 
frantically dying to disturb the 
quarry/ In toe farmer's field, 

Vinny Faal and his lurcher are 
waiting. Should the rabbit bolt 
towards them, the lurcher will 
have it. Should it go to ground, 
the ferret will leave its box. 

Vtrmy says: “Up to the point 
where we catch the rabbit, it's 
had aiperfectly good life, and 
what we catch, we take home 
and eat. Bar me. tins is the 
most natural situation for a 
man to be involved in." 

Mr Faal is a member of the _ 

pro-hunting lobby working to- : fight Foster's bill, 
prevent the Wild Mammals 


between September and Feb¬ 
ruary.. But should bi£. dogs be 
seen to pursue ''cine'.''of the 
protected animals, the land¬ 
owner could face the prospect 
of a six-month prison sentence 
ora £5.000 fine—a ruling, in 
Vinny’s view, that makes the 
Bill for more embracing than 
its supporters admit 
Mr Faal is a Labour Party 
man and occasional politico — 
he supported the struggle of 
the miners in 1984. cam¬ 
paigned against the poll tax, 
ana stood with Swampy in the 
battle against Manchester's 
second runway. He is one of 
the most vocal protesters m foe 
Sharston Terrier and Lurchers 
Club, a 300-strong Wythen¬ 
shawe group established to 


lome 


(Hunting With Dogs) Bill pro¬ 
posed .by Michael Foster, Lab- 
ijj: our MP for Worcester. 
■?' becoming law. The polar 
opposite of the caricature of 
hunter as red-coated gentry, 
Vinny and his hunting part¬ 
ners live on Manchester’s 
Wythenshawe council estate, 
the largest in Europe. 

Describing the Cheshire 
green belt near Wythenshawe 
as a “play-area" for him and 
his children, he believes Fos¬ 
ter's Private Member’s Bill — 
curre n tly en wobbly legs 
because of die Government's 
refusal to find it the necessary 
parliamentary time — is a 
threat to the working-class 
tradition that has "right on its 
side". _ , 

The just-pcblished Field 
Sports Bill is designed, says its 
backers, to outlaw the hunting 
of deer. fox. hare and mink 
with dogs. Were the Bill to 
become law. and he had the 
permission of the landowner. 
Mr Faal could continue with a 
' sport which lakes him into 
Cheshire, and * sometimes 
Cumbria, on thfc Sundays 


Wi 


e are fighting 
this attack," he 
says, his wild 
gestures mak¬ 
ing the ferret in the box slung 
aver his shoulder stick an 
inquisitive head out “We're 
not really team players.' 

“We usually only hunt in 
pairs, but this attack was so 
severe, we organised a letter- 
writing campaign to our MP. 
who received mare than 300 
letters." 

The New Labour MP for 
Wythenshawe is Paul Gog- 
gins. A supporter of Foster's 
Bill, he has consulted the 
Sharston Terrier and Lurchers 
Club, and believes it brings an 
“interesting dimension" to die 
debate. 

“Those who support hunt¬ 
ing are characterised as well- 
to-do people in rural areas." he 
says. “But Vinny and company 
are saying it isn't that simple." 

The efforts of the Jack 
RusseU have uncovered no 
rabbits, so the team moves to 
an adjacent field. As he negoti¬ 
ates the rough with his walk¬ 
ing stick, Vinny talks about his 



Vinny Faal outside his council house in Manchester. “I don't want anyone telling me 1 can’t teach my son ferreting" 


natural alliance with another 
class of hunter. 

“The Cheshire lot, they’re 
toffs,” he says, smiling. 
“There’s no getting away from 
it. We’re working-class Labour 
supporters, they’re Tory sup: 
porters, but we’ve got a com¬ 
mon enemy in Michael Foster. 
The man's interfering in 
things flat shouldn't concern 
him." Earlier this year. Vinny 
was invited to speak at a 
precursor to the hunting 


lobby’s massive Hyde Park 
summer rally, to which the 
Sharston club took 200 mem¬ 
bers. The event, organised by 
the field sports association, the 
Countryside Alliance, was 
held on the Duke of Westmin¬ 
ster's estate in Chester. 

“Vinny spoke marvellously 
and eloquently,” said Robin 
Hanbury-Tenison, of the 
Countryside Alliance, who 
believe Vinny's passion for 
hunting with dogs shows this 


rural tradition to be classless. 

"It's extraordinarily class¬ 
less. It might be caricatured by 
pub pictures of squires in red 
coats riding roughshod over 
the countryside, but the very 
nature of "what happens has 
nothing to do with money or 
class; just a profound interest 
in watching the best form of 
wildlife management which is 
practised in this country.” 

Vinny recalls the day: “l just 
stood up and told them I didn't 




.y.'X *V 

if--*- 1 --’- 

;>J- 

. TL-h?- -r T ■ 



JANE SPENCER 


ON THE SPOT: CARNKIE, CORNWALL 


Rural recommendations 


The place: 
Cornwall. 


Cam Brea Castle, Camkie, 


The Yiew. to the northeast of the bracken- 
covered hilltop lies St Agnes Beacon, and on a 
dear day you can see St Ives and Fhlmouth. 
This is possibly the best vantage point in 
Cornwall. 

The appeal: magical place with a historical and 
mythical past. 

Aficionados historians, archaeology-lovers 
and diners from the castle. 

Historic interest the granite cam on which the 
I5th-centu*y castle stands is the largest hill fort 
in Cornwall. It rises 740ft above sea level and 
contains the remains of an Iron Age settlement, 
induding ramparts and huts. Hundreds of flint 
arrowheads excavated from the slopes of Cam 


Brea have been dated back to a Neolithic 
settlement about 5.000 years old. Local folklore 
tells of a giant whose body is preserved in the 
granite holders. 

Time to visit any clear day. 

How to get there: from the A3G take the Poo) 
turnoff and follow signs for Mineral Tramways 
Discovery Centre to Camkie village. Cam Brea 
is signposted. 

OS ref: 6S7/409 on sheet 203. 

Also nearby: Redruth, once the capital of the 
Cornish mining industry and the instigator of 
coal-gas lighting. The fishing village of 
POrtreath is four miles north. Camborne School 
of Mines, three miles west, has a museum and 
gallery. There are scenic walks along the 
Cornwall North Coastal Path. 

Deborah King 


want Foster telling me I can't 
leach my kid ferreting, and I 
told them about the problems 
in Wythenshawe, that ferret¬ 
ing is an escape for me and my 
son from all the crime going 
around us." 

In Wythenshawe (popula¬ 
tion 80,000) a third of all 
adults are on benefit. In some 
districts, unemployment is 44 
per cent Last month, there 
were six shooting incidents in 
notorious Benchill. where 
Vinny lives. 

Liam. 14, the son of Vinny’s 
friend Kevin, is now demon¬ 
strating how his alternative to 
the trappings of Wythenshawe 
street culture works. The Jack 
RusseU has located a rabbit 
warren, and Liam is netting it. 

Next, he releases the ferret 
into the warren, to flush out 
the rabbits. Does Vinny think 
learning to kill rabbits is a 
healthy pursuit for a 
youngster? 

“The urban population is so 
far removed from any farm af 
death, it's untrue," he replies. 
“Organisations like rhe 
League Against Cruel Sports 
have demonised us because 
we kill something and fake it 
home and eat it” he says. “Yet 
the majority of people 
wouldn't think twice about 
buying a chicken without con¬ 
sidering whether it was inten¬ 
sively reared. We only do what 
someone in an abattoir does." 


Huntsmen have 
had their day 

The anti-hunt veteran John Bryant 
answers critics of Michael Foster’s Bill 


M ichael Foster's Wild 
Mammals (Hunt¬ 
ing with Dogs) Bill 
offers the best chance to end a 
sport which has no place in a 
modern Britain. 

I have no doubt whatsoever 
that the people of Britain will 
put an early end to so-called 
“sports" in which dogs are 
urged to attack and savage 
wild animals to death, in the 
same way as sports in which 
bulls and bears were baited to 
death by dogs ended 160 years 
ago. 

Despite recent reports that 
the Government will not allow 
parliamentary time for the 
Bill, 1 believe that it will reach 
the statute books within 18 
months, because of the sup¬ 
port from the pub-_ 

lie and the Prime 
Minister’s per¬ 
sonal pledge that 
lie wifi vote for the 
measure. 

Even if the 
House of Lords 
throws the Bill out, 
as it may well do, I 
believe that it will 
return to the Com¬ 
mons after a year, 
unamended, and 
will be passed. 

And this is not 
just the wishful 
thinking of some¬ 
one who, having 
spent nearly three 
decades of his life 

campaigning _ 

against blood 
sports, cannot face the pros¬ 
pect of failure. 

For many reasons, the mo¬ 
mentum in this country is now 
against hunting with dogs. 

Yet another counterproduc¬ 
tive tactic of the hunting lobby 
is its insistence that a ban on 
hunting will inexorably lead to 
the abolition of shooting, fish¬ 
ing and even ferreting. This is 
not true: the simple truth is 
that there is not the support in 
the countiy or in Parliament 
for a BiU id outlaw such 
practices. 

The defenders of hunting 
are fighting a losing battle 
with the public even their pro¬ 
hunt rally in July failed to turn 
public opinion. Surveys show 
that more than 70 per cent 
support the abolition of hunt¬ 
ing, including nearly six out of 
ten rural dwellers. According 
to NOP, nearly half of Brit¬ 
ain's farmers no longer permit 
the hunting of wild animals on 
their land; mainly because 


fanners are unwilling to ac¬ 
cept the damage that is in¬ 
evitably caused hy a hunt in 
foil cry. 

Over the past 30 years. 45 
hunts have disappeared 
because of the loss of hunt 
territory. Motorways, electrifi¬ 
cation of railways, farmers’ 
bans (including the Co-Op's 
60,000 acres) and anti-hunt 
resolutions of about 160 local 
authorities (including 37 coun¬ 
ty councils) have all put the 
squeeze on hunting. 

Over the same period, the 
number of drag hums and 
bloodhound packs (which 
hunt either an artificial trail or 
the scent of a human athlete) 
has increased from eight to 31. 
These humane hunts agree 
their scent routes 
with landowners, 
never trespass and 
do not cause the 
problems so com¬ 
mon in fox, stag 
and hare hunting: 
of hounds stam-_ 
pedmg livestock, 
killing pets, invad¬ 
ing gardens and 
causing road and 
rail accidents. 

The reality is 
that history is on 
our side. This sum¬ 
mer alone the New 
Forest Buck Hum 
was wound up. the 
National Trust re^ 
confirmed its deri- 
sion to ban deer 
hunting and the 
Forestry Commission restrict¬ 
ed hunting on hs land. 

Hunting has had its day and 
is simply no longer tolerable in 
a modern and compassionate 
society. The abolition of hunt¬ 
ing is supported by the major¬ 
ity of Labour MPs, including a 
number of Ministers, and 
Tony Blair. A big vote in 
favour of the Foster Bill at its 
second reading will create the 
necessary parliamentary mo¬ 
mentum to end hunting. 

The savaging and hounding 
of animals to death and glorifi: 
cation in the blood of fox. deer 
and hares have no place in a 
new oompassionaie Britain, 
This country has a proven 
tradition of leading the world 
in animal welfare and should 
continue to do so. 

• The writer, formerly chief officer 
of the League Against Cruel 
Sports, is an adviser to Michael 
Foster. MP. and the Campaign 
for the Protection of Hunted 
Animals. 


REX 


‘I believe 
the 

Bill will 
reach the; 
statute 
books in 
18 months 
because of 
public 
support’ 



Feeling compassionate: anti-blood sports demonstotf, 
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Beauty 

and 

sorrow 

Ruth Gledhill visits 
a Serbian church 


ON MY one visit to the former 
Yugoslavia, the country’s almost 
mystical beauty was still evident, if 
scarred by the wrecks of bumt-out 
houses and devastated towns and 
cities. Back here, at the Serbian 
Orthodox church in Boumville. 
Birmingham, there was once again 
that sense of Balkan beauty. But like 
their country, the faces of worship¬ 
pers were marked by sorrow. 

In this church, we stood on a 
marble floor imported from Serbia, 
surrounded by colourfully ornate 
frescoes. We purchased three can¬ 
dles for El, lighting two for the living 
and one for the dead. 

The priests, a father-and-son team 
of Father Milenko Zebic and Father 
Alexander Zebic. began celebrating 
the liturgy behind the spectacular 
icon screen made in Belgrade and 
brought to Britain with the help of 
British companies during anti-reli¬ 
gious communist rule in Serbia. 

Orthodox priests, though not bish¬ 
ops. can marry and have families. As 
we moved into the anthems, sung in 
a melodic eastern style comparable 
to Gregurian chant, the haunting 
soprano voice of Dragana Zebic, the 
wile of Alexander, emerged. 

TO BE A Serb in Britain has its 
problems. Occasionally, an abusive 
telephone call is received, and the 
mosaic depiction of St Lazar, mar¬ 
tyred by the Turks at the battle of 
Kosovo in 1389. which decorates the 
exterior of the church, suffers from 
vandalism. It was on the feast day of 
St Lazar. June 28. that Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand of Austria was 
assassinated in 1914 in Sarajevo, 
giving rise to the First World War. 

During the last war, 10.000 Serb¬ 
ian Orthodox Christians fled to 
Britain. About 360 families use St 
Lazar's. The liturgy is celebrated in 
Church Slavonic, with readings and 
the sermon in English. For the 
“great entrance*’, the “hymn of the 
cherubim” was sung, the sanctuary 
and congregation were censed and 
both clergy came in for the offertory 
prayers, kiss of peace and the Creed. 
The consecration, intercessions and 
the litany, folIowed.Tlie Orthodox 
Christians then received the sacra¬ 
ment Non-Orthodox were offered 
bread blessed after the service. 

• Serbian Orthodox Church of the Holy 
Prince Si Lazar. Cob Lane. Boumville. 
Birmingham B30IQE (0121-15X5273). 
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★ A five-star guide ^ 
PRIEST: the Very Rev Father 
Milenko Zebic 

ARCHITECTURE: built in 1960s in 
Serbo-Byzanbne style of 14th 
century. 

SERMON: on that day's gospel 
reading. ★★★ 

MUSIC: Beautifully sung 
chants. ★★★ 

LITURGY: ot St John Chrysostom. 

★★★★ 


‘Sunday will 
be a hard 
day for us’ 


I t is hard to reconcile Enniskillen as ir 
is now with the scenes of carnage 
that jolted the world 10 years ago 
today. This pretty market town in Co 
Fermanagh's lake country is bustling and 
prosperous. It is Northern Ireland's best- 
kept town. Just in time for the 10th 
anniversary of an atrocity so vile that even 
Gerry Adams called it “wrong”, Enniskil¬ 
len has cleared the rubble of the Reading 
Rooms where a 401b IRA bomb exploded 
minutes before the Remembrance Day 
ceremony at the nearby cenotaph. 

But the normality masks much pain 
and suffering and many triumphs over 
tragedy. Some have set aside their anger, 
others emphatically have not. This morn¬ 
ing, banks of cameras will record the tears 
as the town lays wreaths in memory of the 
(1 killed, but they cannot tel1 the stories 
behind those tears. 

Noreen Kill has spent 10 years nursing 
her husband Ronnie, the high school 
headmaster who has never emerged from 
a coma. Jim Dixon suffered appalling 
head injuries and is in constant pain. ' 
George Evans, a policeman, woke up in 
hospital unable to remember his family. 
Doctors doubted he would ever walk 
again, but he has fought his way back to 
health. Then there is 66-year-old Joan 
Wilson, who has endured more than most 
could ever bear, but who somehow smiles 



Joan Wilson: undefeated 


The Enniskillen 
bomb destroyed Joan 
Wilson’s family, but 
says Martin 
Fletcher, it has not 
destroyed her faith 

still. Sitting in the kitchen of her large, 
grey house this week, she wound a 
handkerchief endlessly around her hands 
as she recalled in a quivering voice how 
her family of five was reduced to two. 

Her husband, Gordon, and daughter, 
Marie, a 20-year-old student nurse, were 
buried in the wreckage. She played the 
organ at an impromptu church service as 
she waited for news of them. When 
someone said her husband was at the 
hospital with a broken arm she and her 
son, Peter, rushed to his side, but for 
hours no one could find Marie. 

Peter finally identified a mangled 
bracelet brought from the operating 
theatre. Mrs Wilson. Peter and her other 
daughter. Julie Anne, were taken to see 
Marie. Hie nurse said her heart could 
stop at any moment. ‘There she was. 
strung up with tubes. I remember saying 
‘Oh. her hand is cold' and then the nurse 
said ‘Her heart's stopped. She’s gone’.” 

That night. Mr Wilson gave a memora¬ 
ble BBC interview describing how Marie 
held his hand beneath the rubble and said 
she loved him. He forswore bitterness and 
promised to pray for her killers. Mrs 
Wilson initially could not share those 
sentiments, but now believes the inter¬ 
view forestalled Loyalist retaliation. 

Mr Wilson launched a one-man cam¬ 
paign for peace and reconciliation. He 
sold his draper’s shop and travelled, gave 
talks, wrote a book and became an Irish 
senator. He held a fruitless meeting with 
IRA leaders and was widely criticised for 
giving the IRA legitimacy. He insisted the 
word “killed", not “murdered", appear on 
the cenotaph plaque commemorating the 
bomb's victims. In December 1994, Peter 
died in a car crash. He was 38. with a wife 








■ • • • 


Marie Wilson’s funeral cortege winds past the Reading Rooms where 11 people were killed by an IRA bomb in 1987 


and two young daughters. In his grief, 
Gordon' Wilson Worked non-stop for 
peace and it cost him his life. Within six 
months he was dead of a heart attack. 

Mrs Wilson’s home is filled with 
pictures of her dead family. The pain 
never eases — “there’s a chilling sadness 
there, sometimes worse than others''. 

She regrets that the Enniskillen bomb¬ 


ers have not been caught—as marry as 30 
were involved, according to a new book, by 
Denzil McDaniel, alitor of Enniskillen's 
Impartial Reporter newspaper — but 
displays no bitterness. 

"I hate what they. did. I don't hate 
them," she says. Forgiveness was a matter 
for God. Some of Enniskillen’s bereaved 
and maimed deplore Sinn Brin’s presence 


at the Stormont peace talks, but Mrs 
Wilson argues that talking is better than 
kilting and longs for an end to violence. 

For Mrs Wilson and others like her. this 
weekend is a great ordeal. “I’m dreading 
it,” she admits, “yet it wilJ be a caance for 
me to give thanks that I've survived 
and m pray that my grandchildren will 
grow up in a peaceful Ireland." ' 


EXCLUSIVE OFFER 


I magination is a big word these days 
in theological circles. This has every¬ 
thing to do with the coming of foe new 
millennium and foe pervasive PMT (pre- 
millennium tension) afflicting groups and 
organisations at every level. The Chris¬ 
tian churches are suffering such pangs 
more acutely than most, since they have a 
huge stake in foe anniversary. We are told 
that this year's Christmas advertising 
campaign funded by the churches will 
feature a copyright symbol in an attempt 
to remind people of the true meaning of 
Christmas. Few seem as confident of 
being able to stake such a claim on the 
year 2000, despite the obvious arguments 
far its Christian origins. 

The truth is, we are all intimidated by 
the challenge of celebrating foe millenni¬ 
um. We are all dwarfed by it and it towers 
above our imaginations just as time and 
God do. Whatever the aspirations of Peter 
Manddson and Cameron Mackintosh, 
nobody can throw a party big enough to 
carry off this celebration, or build a tower 
high enough to mark it. One of foe most 


THE 


Millennium offers rich fuel 
for Christian imagination 


reassuring signs in foe current 
dimate of millennium planning is 
the sense of inhibition generated by 
the fear that our attempts to build 
big may simply end up mocking us. 

So. in London, we are building a 
"dome", a frail heaven of PVC to 
showcase our earthly achievements 
in the past 2,000 years. More of an 
attempt, perhaps, to hide from God __ 
than to reach up to God. The design 
brief for the interior invites architects and 
designers to reflect on themes such as 
“who we are — body, mind and soul” and 
to address questions of “the meaning of 
life" or “is Gtxi dead?”. Far from slapping 
any copyright symbols on foe celebration. 



DOUGLAS 

GAY 



foe Christian faith is expected to compete 
for its chance to explore these generalised 
questions of meaning alongside anyone 
else with the wit and imagination to do so. 

There is a huge challenge for the 
churches to think about what we might 


bring to foe party. No doubt we will 
have our own private parties to 
which all-comers will be invited, but 
we are dearly in need of something 
to bring to foe public one. 

Mercifully, God has anticipated 
the timidity of ecclesiastical imagi¬ 
nation by giving us the, Bible. IF our 
imaginations cannot be fired by its 
_____ volatile, terrifying, beautiful and 
gracious world, we should forget the 
party and stay at home. It may be that 
projects like foe Bible Society's Open Book 
initiative will give us some of the impetus 
we need to open the scriptures again in 
public places. 

Richard Bauckham, Professor of New 


Testament Studies at the University of St 
Andrews, said recently that “foe'purpose 
of the book of Revelation is to purge and 
refurbish thC Christian imaginariOn". In 
the face of the dominating power of 
imperial Rome, foe writer's inspired 
imagination constructs an alternative 
vision of reality which is deeply subver¬ 
sive of foe powers that be and awe 
inspiring for foe persecuted witnesses to 
Jesus Christ Has there been a greater act 
of imagination in the past 2,00b years 
than the one in Revelation in whidf we are 
led into the throne room of heaven and 
shown a Lamb upon the throne? I 

• What should fire the Christian (imagi- 
nafion is foe sense that the scripture we 
read and sing week by week, contains 
writing as lund as foe current Sensation 
exhibition and as sublime as the svfeetest 
curve in the Greenwich dome. We can't 
shouldn’t and don’t need to copyright the 
millennium celebrations — well just 
bring a book in case they get borii' 

• Douglas Cay is Minister of Claptin Park 
United Reformed Church. 



The Times 

Best Sermons for 1998 

Edited and introduced by Ruth Gledhill 


T here arc many men and women preadiers 
throughout Britain delivering fine, well- 
cunsirucied. enjoyable sermons who deserve 
recognition beyond their own congregations but 
who Jail to achieve it Ruth Gledhill. religious 
affairs correspondent of 77re Times, recognised 
this, and the result was The Times Preacher of 
the Year Award IW. The collected sermons for 
1995 and 199b have since become bestsellers. 

Here are 30 sermons shortlisted for this 
year's competition. The) 1 constitute The Times 
Best Sermons for (gas. They are the thoughts 
of preachers from all denominations, 
encompassing a variety of styles of worship. 
Together Ihey provide a source of enjoyment 
and spiritual enrichment that will make them 
a valued companion for anyone trying to 
make sense of the challenge of faith in our 
complex world. 

You can buy The Times Best Sermons for 
1998 for the special price of £7.99. £2 less 
than the cover price. U is a splendid book to 
buy for yourself or to give as a gift. 
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CHANGING TIMES 


Church Services tomorrow 


Twenty fourth Sunday after Trinity 
Remembrance Day 

ARMAGH CATHEDRAL: 10 HC; 1150 
M, Thou kninvest Lord. (Purcell); 3.15 Ch 
Euch & L. Wood in D. 

BELFAST CATHEDRAL: 10 HC; II S 
Euch. Darke in F: 3.30 RBL & TA Service. 
Jackson in G minor. 

BIRMINGHAM CATHEDRAL: 9 MP; 

9.15 HC 1050 Ch Eudi & Act of 
Remembrance. Canon D Lee; 4 Ch E. 
BLACKBURN CATHEDRAL: S HC 
950 Civic Service: 1050 Euch, Darke in F: 
4 Ch E. Canon Hall. 

BRECON CATHEDRAL: S Euch; 1055 
Remembrance Service. Canon B M Jones; 
3.30 E. New College Service (Howells). 
BRISTOL CATHEDRAL: 7.40 M: 8 HC: 
10 Euch: 1050 Remembrance Service; 3.30 
Ch E, Responses: Sums km. 
CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL: S HC; 
950 M: 10.45 Remembrance Service; 12 S 
Euch: 3.15 E. Howells in G: 650 Sermon & 
Compline. 

CARLISLE CATHEDRAL: 7.45 M;S HC: 

10.15 Remembrance Service. AruhUeauon D 
Turnbull: 3 E. Long in F; 650 S Eudi. 
Mass for three voices (Bynfi. 
CHELMSFORD CATHEDRAL: S HC 
950 Euch. 1055 Ch M & Act of Remem¬ 
brance. Responses: Ebdon. Canon D 

Knight 6 Ch E. Rev I Moody. 
CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL S HC: K) 
M. Britten in C II S Eudi. Missa Brevis 
(Palestrina); 350 E. Purcell in G minor. 
CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
Dublin: IIS Euch. Requiem (Durufle): 350 
Ch E. Wood in E flat no 2. 

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL Ox¬ 
ford: S HC; 10 M, Britten , in E. Canon 
O’Donovan; 11.15S Eudi. Requiem (Faun:): 
6 E. Stanford in C. 

CORK CATHEDRAL 5 Eudi: 11.15 S 
Eudi, Collegium Regale (Howells): The 
Dean; 7 Ch EL 

COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 7.40 MP; S 
C; 1050 Euch. Darke in F. Rev- J Petty; 3 
German Lutherans: 5 E; 7 Requiem 
(Faure). 

DERBY CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 10.45 S 
Euch. Rhodes Service: 6 Ch E. Responses: 
Sander*. The Provost. 

DURHAM CATHEDRAL 8 HC: 9 MP; 
10.15 Remembra n ce Sen-ice. Canon D 
Brown; 1150 HC: 350 E. Eden in G. 

ELY CATHEDRAL 8.15 HQ- 1050 
Remembrance Service. Fugue in E flat 
(Bach). Voi J Watson; 11.45 HQ 3.45 E. 
GLOUCESTER CATHEDRAL S HQ 

10.15 Euch. Missa Brevis in B flat (Maori): 

12.15 HC- 3 Remembrance Service. 


HEREFORD CATHEDRAL S HC 10 
Eudi. Darke in F; 1150 M. Stanford in C 
350 E. Rev P Wood. 

LEICESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HC 10 M: 
10.45 Remembrance Service; 11.45 HC 4 
Ch E. Farram in A minor. 

LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL 8 HC 955 
Remembrance Service, Bishop of Shrews¬ 
bury; 11.15 HC 350 E. Naylor in A 
LINCOLN CATHEDRAL 7.45 Litany. S 
HC: 850 M: 9 S Eudi. Stanford in C- J0.40 
Remembrance Service; 1250 HC 3.45 E. 
LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL 8 MP & ' 
HC 10.30 Remembrance Service. Canon N 
Vincent; 3 Ch E; 4 HC 
NEWCASTLE CATHEDRAL 750 M; 8 
HC; 950 S Euch. Collegium Regale 
(Howells). Canon I Bennett; 6 Ch E. 
NEWPORT CATHEDRAL 1050 M. 
Responses: Stewart. Canon J Harris; 650 
E. Rev S Lodwick. 

PETERBOROUGH CATHEDRAL 9 
Euch. Harris in F: 10.45 Reme m brance 
Service, The Dean: 350 E. 

PORTSMOUTH CATHEDRAL 8 HC 
950 C, Canon A Wilkinson; 1050 S Eudi of 
Remembrance, Requiem (Faure): 650 E. 
ROCHESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HG9.3Q 
S Eudi. Canon J Armson: 1050 Remem¬ 
brance Service. Requiem & Kyrie 
/Dumflc); 515 E; ix3B King's School E, 
SALISBURY CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 9.15 
Memorial Service for Glider Pilots; 10 
Requiem for Remembrance Day; Darke in 
E. Rev A Fhilp; 3 Ch E. 

SHEFFIELD CATHEDRAL S HC: fo 
MP. 1050 S Euch. Ven S Lowe; 650 E ft 
Sermon. Jackson in G. 

SOUTHWARK CATHEDRAL 9 Eudi; 
it Ch Euch, Missa cum jubilo (Pkunsong); 

3 Ch E, Howells in G. The Treasurer. 
SOUTHWELL MINSTER: 750 M & L 8 
HQ 950 Q 1055 S Eudi. Requiem Mass 
|F3ur£], Rev S Farmer 115 E. 

TRURO CATHEDRAL- S HQ 9 M: 10 S 
Euch. Missa Brevis fBcrfcdty); 3 Royal 
British Legion Remembrance Service: b E. 
WELLS CATHEDRAL S HQ- 9.45 S 
Euch. Rite A* It JO M. The Short Service 
(Gibbons): 3 £, Chichester Service (Archer). 
WESTMINSTER ABBEY: 1050Remem¬ 
brance Service. Requiem aetemam (Byrd); 

3 E. Rev C Wilson: 5.45 Organ Reded. John . 
H os Lin; 650 E5. Canon E James. 
WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL 7, 8. 9 
Mass; 1050 Solemn Mass, Mcssc de 
Requiem (DuruQc); 2.45 Organ Redtah350 . 
Solemn V & B; 550. ? Mass. 
WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL 10 
Remembrance Service. Responses: LLoyd; 
11.15 S Euch. Missa Brevis (Berkeley): 130 
E, Stanford in E flat. Canon C Stewart. - 


YORK MINSTER: 8.8.45 HC fO S Euch, 
Jackson in G; 1150 M; 1250 Remembrance 
Service; 4 E. Sumsion in A. Canon Dr J 
Toy. 

ST ALBANS CATHEDRAL 8 HC 950 
Euch. Rutter Service: 10.55 Sol Euch of 
Remembrance; 650 E. Moeran in D. 

ST ASAPH CATHEDRAL Clwyd: S HQ 
KL50 Remembrance Service. The Dean: 
3.30 EP. 

ST DAVIDS CATHEDRAL 8 HC: 950 
Cymun Bendigaid: 11.15 Remembrance - 
Service. Pie Jesu (Faure): 6 Ch E. 

ST GEORGE'S CATHEDRAL South¬ 
wark: 8. 10 LM; It Remembrance Service; 
1150 Solemn Mass, Fr J £ Cronin; 6 LM. 
ST GILES’CATHEDRAL Edinburgh: 8. 
10 HC Missa Brevis (Gabrieli); 1150 
Remembrance Service, The Minister 6 
Organ Recital. David Thomas; S ES. 

ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL Glasgow; 

850 Euch; 10 S Eudu 12 HC 650 Ch E. 

ST MACHAR-S CATHEDRAL Old 
Aberdeen: It Rem e mb ran ce Servicer b ES. 
ST PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL Dublin: 
850 Euch: 10.45 M with Act of Remem¬ 
brance; 11.45 Eudi; 3.15 Ecumenical Service 
of Remembrance & Dedication. 

ST PAUL'S CATHEDRAL 8 HC 10 M 
and Commemoration of the Fallen; 250 E; 
3-15 S Euch, Requiem (Faure). .. 
RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CATHE¬ 
DRAL SW7:1050 Divine Liturgy, Kievan 
and traditional polyphony, Met Anthony. 
ALL SOULS. Wt: S C: 95a 1150 MP. Rev 
R Bcwes 650 EP. Mr D Turner. 

THE ASSUMPTION. WI: J! MS. Missa 
pro defuneds (Vittorio). 

CHELSEA OLD CHURCH, SW3:8 HQ 
10 Children's Service 1055 Remembrance 
Service 12.15 HG6 E. Rev D Bean. 

HOLY TRINITY BROMPTON, SW7: 9 
ASB HQ Rev N Lee 11 MS: 5. 750 
Informal Service. Rev S Downham- 
THE ORATORY, SW7: 7. 8, 9, 10, \\ 
Requiem (Fhurej: 1250 Mast; 350 V & B, 
Locus is& (Bruckner): 4.30.7 Mass. 
ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH 
W8: it Holy Mass. Archbishop Y Gmrian. 
WESLEYS CHAPEL EC2: 9.45 HQ* 
[050 MS, Rev Dr L Griffiths. 
WESTMINSTER CENTRAL HALL 
(Methodist); II Remembrance Service: 650 
ES, Dr P Graves. 

ST ANNE AND ST AGNES (Lutheran), 
Ed. u d Eudi, Rev P D Schntrege; 7 Ch 
Vespers, Rev G Neumann. 

ST BARTHOLOMEW THE GREAT,. 
ECU 9 HC .1055 NC Elgar fti'F; 650 Ch 
Eudi. Requiem (Victoria).' 

ST BRIDE'S. EC4: HUB Remembrance 
Service. Setting:. Faure. Canon J-Omes.. -. 


ST CLEMENT DANES: 1050 
brance Service. Russian Kontakion./Rev R 
Bayiiss: 1250 HC. 7 

ST COLUMBA’S CHURCH OF 
LAND, SW1:10.45 Remembrance Service. 
Rev J H Mdndoe; 3 London 
Parade Service; 650 ES. 

ST ETHELDREDA'S, Ely ijjace: !i 
Remembrance Service. Requiem purufl«. 
ST GEORGE'S. WI: 850 HC U S Eudi 
Ireland in Q The Rector. 

ST JAMES’S. W£ 1050 S EucH Requiem 
(Faurfch 6 Oi E, Ireland in F. 

ST JOHN’S. EI5: 10.45 Remembrance 
Service. Rev J Richardson. 

ST LUKE'S, SW3: 8 HQ 10fi0 Remem¬ 
brance Service, Rev KeviU-Daries; 650 E. 
ST MARTI N-IN-THErFlE IDS. Wd 8 
HC 9.45 Eudi; 1150 Visiioi 
Chinese Service; 3 Service 
Christians of Britain & Ird 

ST MARY ABBOTS CH 
HC 950 Euch. RheB;l 
D Stone: 1250 HC 650 
ST MARY'S, SW1: 9 
Requiem (Faurt): 6 So,__ 

ST MARY-TH E-Vl RG1 
8 HQ 10.30 Euch, Rev J 
ST MAftYLEBONE, 

Remembrance Service, 
ton. Requiem (Durufl£). 

?T PAUL’S. SWI; 8. 9jH C 1055 Solemn 
Eudi. Requiem (Duruft), Rev J Pawn. 

ST PETER'S SWI: sJ HQ 10 Euch; H S 
Eudi; Missa Collegium Regale (Howells). 
CHAPEL ROYAL 
VINCULA. HM 
HQ 1050 M, . 

Residents Rememi 

OlAPEL ROYAL James’s Palace: 850 
HCi 

'CHAPEL ROYAL 1 Hampton Court Pal¬ 
ace: 850 HQ 1055 Remembrance Service 
& M, Stanford in C: 3.30 E. 

QUEEN'S CHAPEL OF THE SAYOY. 


^Service; 2.45 
prayer for 
d; 650 ES. 

UCH. W& 8 

i M. Rev Dr 

FGelli. 

LM: II HM. 
i E & B;7 LM. 
Primrose Hilt 
ndem6'EP. 

8 HC 1050 
igadier B Fuller- 


ST PETER AD 
er of London: 9.15 
Radclifle: 7 
: Service. 


WC2.-I050 
in Q GL3Q.HC. 
GRAYS INN 
Divine Service 
QUEEN'S 
GEORGE. 

M. Canon Whi 
minor (Va 
THE TEM 
850 HQ- II 
Responses: S 
GUARDS 
'nKfcs.'SWl; 
ROYAL 
SElCfc 1050 
Nunon. 


h brance Service, Britten 

tHAPEL WO: 1055 
Remembrance Day. 

E CHAPEL OF ST 
Castle: 850 HC: 10.45 
11.45 S Euch, Mass in G 
Williams); 5.15 E. 
CHURCH. Fleet Street: 
if & Remembrance Service, 
tith, The Master. 

HAPEL Wellington Bai¬ 
l'd, Benedidte PU;I2HG 
r AL COLLEGE CHAPEL 
Eudi. Sumsion in F. Rev R 
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WEEKEND COURSES AND ACTIViTIES 
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Activity weekends in Scotland. 
Abseiling, river rafting, tank driv¬ 
ing. walking, fly-fishing in the 
Grampians with Tartan Collection 
Activities (01339,883500). Prices, 
including equipment instruction 
and accommodation in first-class 
hotels, £179. 

Walking in autumn. A weekend of 
guided walks, each’about eight 
miles long, on and ■ around the 
western section of »the South 
Downs. Plus evening .lectures on 
the local ecology. From the Eamley 
Concourse*" Chichester.: West Stiff- 
sex (01243 670392). Priced start from 
£152 ... residential, EJOS norv- 
residential. : \ 

Cydeto tiring. Three-nig^ t cyde- 
touring breaks in Cheshire with 
Byways Bike Breaks ,(0151-722 
8050). Cyde hire available. Price 
£110 including daily l uggage 
transfer. •, 

Train driving in Wales: Learn to 
drive a- steam train with the 
Fairboume and Barmouth \ Rail¬ 
way line in Gwynedd (pl34l 
250362). Practical courses on all 
aspects of steam trains, demon¬ 
strated on (bur engines. Price £98 
per day. B&B accommodation 
available. 


% 



■ Hie Road to Santiago and Mbs- 
Dm Spain: Exoticism and West¬ 
ern architecture; Images of the; 
body. Three courses at the Univer¬ 
sity of Cambridge; Madingley Hall 
(01954 210636). Prices from £117, 
including accommodation. 

The courts of Renaissance Italy; 
The winter sky — astronomy; 
Victorian and Edwardian archi¬ 
tecture In London; Bridge; Pro¬ 
moting a sense of well-being. A 
selection of the courses at 
Missenden Abbey, Great Missen- 
den, Buckinghamshire . (01494 
890095). Price E159 residential, £59 
/ton-residential. 

Colonialism in the 19th. and 20th 
centuries; Music of the 1920s and 
1930s; Science and refigion. At the 
Wedgwood Memorial College, 
Barlaston. Staffordshire (01782 
372105).. Price £36, including full 
board accommodation. 

Scrabble weekend; Bridge for 
beginners; Gourmet cooking In 
the Welsh Marches with Acorn 
Activities (01432 830083). Price £125. 
inclusive. 

Autumn fruits and flowers in 
gouache Egyptology. Two courses 
at Beisteau House Education 
Centre. Ipswich (01473 686321). 
Prices from £75-£95, inclusive. 
Improve your duplicate bridge. 
Hawthorn Bridge, Hove, Sussex 
(01895 824240). Price from £127. 
Cooking for Christmas; Scottish 
country dancing; Learn to swim; 
Pastds for beginners. At the 
Eamley Concourse, Chichester 
(01243 670392). Winter brochure 
now available. Weekend rates from 
£142 residential, £98 non- 
residential. 

Cake design with Christmas in 
mind; Crafts for Christmas; Yoga; 
Calligraphy. Four courses at 
Homeastle College. Homcastle. 
Lincolnshire (01507 522449). Price 
£87 inclusive. 

Woodcarving; Guitar ensemble 
weekend: Painting detail in 
watercolour, Backcare workshop. 
All this weekend at the Old 
Rectory. Fittleworth, West Sussex 
(01798 865306). Brochure available. 
Weekend rates from £114 residen¬ 
tial, £90 noik-esfdentiaL 



Fabulous relics lay undisturbed for more than 3,000 years in Tutankhamun’s tomb at Luxor. Egyptology at Beistead House in Ipswich. November 14-16 




Winter walking weekends. Two- 
and three-night breaks in the 
Cotswolds, Lake District, Wens ley- 
dale and the Peak District with 
English Wanderer (01740 653169). 
Prices from £99 to £143. 

China painting; Wine apprecia¬ 
tion; Colour and style workshop; 
Continental lace. At Homcastie 
College, Homcastle, Lincolnshire 
(01507 522449) Price per course, E87. 
residential. 

Photography, Black and white 
printing. At WansfeU College. 
Theydon Bois, Essex (01992813027). 
Price, inclusive of accommodation 
and tuition, £102 

Conservation in action, energy, 
resources and recycling; Batik 
and silk painting; Working in 


oils. At the Held Studies Centre. 
Flatford Mill. East Bergholt. Essex 
(01206 298283). Prices' from £79- 
£J04, all inclusive. 

Painting in miniature; Harpsi¬ 
chord workshop; Painting por¬ 
traits in oils Genealogical 
research with Stella Cohvrll. At 
the Old Rectory. Fittleworth (01798 
865306). Price £114 residential, E90 
non-residential 

Nineteenth-century dance Floral 
arts; Calliraapfay; Welsh. At the 
Hill Residential Centre. Pen-y- 
Ptnmd. Abergavenny, Gwent 
(01495 333777). Price per course. 
£88, including accommodation. 
Tax for the self-employed; History 
of the visual arts. Byzandor and 
Early Christian; Ti Jai for begin¬ 
ners; Theatre and audience. At 
Missenden Abbey, Great Missen¬ 


den (01494 890295). Prices from 
E159 residential. £59 non¬ 
resident! al. 

“We shall remember them'’, the 
story of the First World War. First 
steps in parchment craft; German. 
At Knlisten Hall Residential Cbl- 
lege, Irchester, Northamptonshire 
(01933 312104). Price per course. 
£89, inclusive. 

Shamrock and rose, the study of 
Irish history; Literature tutorial 
weekends. Both at the Wedgwood 
Memorial College, Barlaston. Staf¬ 
fordshire (01782 372105). Prices 
from £36-£70 inclusive. 

Chinese wok cookery. Bridge for 
beginners; Stress control and 
relaxation; Stained glass; Minia¬ 
ture painting for beginners. At the 
Eamley Concourse. Chichester 
(01243 670392). Prices from £142 


residential and £98 nan-residential. 
Royal patronage through the 
ages; Hollywood's lost genres; 
Halo’s Republic George Eliot's 
Middlemarch. At the University of 
Cambridge, Madingley HaJJ (UI954 
2J0636J. Price £i!7, including full 
board accommodation. 

Creative writing; Yoga; Greetings 
cards in watercolour. At Lanca¬ 
shire College. Southport Rood. 
Chorley (01257 260909). Price per 
course, £96. 


NOVEMBER2*'30 


A taste of Buddhism; Creative 
writing. At Ammendown Centre. 
Rudstock, near Bath (01761433709). 
From E36-E69. inclusive. 
Sdmberfs 150th anniversary. Dys¬ 
lexia. a practical approach. At 


Braziers, Wallingford. Oxun (01491 
680221). Price, all inclusive. £92. 
Late autumn bird weekend; Im¬ 
prove your photography: Water¬ 
colours for near-beginners. At the 
Fiatford Mill Held Study Centre 
(01206 298283). East Bergholt, Es¬ 
sex. Prices from £79-£102 inclusive. 
Writers' workshop: Christmas 
quilting: Straw lacework: Land¬ 
scapes in watercolour. At the Hill 
Residential College. Abergavenny. 
Gwent ((>1495 333777). Price per 
course. £88 inclusive. 

Handbells in harmony Whiter in 
watercolour; Christmas decora¬ 
tions; Natural history illustration. 
At the Old Rectory, FinJewurth 
(01798 8653U6J. From £114 residen¬ 
tial. E90 nnn-residenrial. 


Robin Neillands 


Catalog, 
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TO ADVERTISE 
FAX: 0171 4819313 


SHOPAROUND 


CALL: 0171680 6860 


AN EXCLUSIVE OFFER 


THE «?£*>TIMES 


V ' a 
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SWISS SKI HOLIDAY 


From only 











S wiss Travel Service is offering Times 
readers an exclusive holiday including 
FREE ski pass and ski/boot rental worth 
more than £200. Crans-Montana is two 
separate but adjoining centres, sharing the 
same beautiful surroundings and ski terrain. 

Set in the heart of the Valais region, the 
height of the resort is 4,920ft. It is built on a 
wide plateau overlooking the Rhfine valley, 

with magnificent views in every direction. 

With 160km of pistes,'an extensive lift system 
and a top station height of 9,840ft, the skiing 
is varied and much of it is above the treeline. 

RESORT ACTIVITIES 

Ski/snowboard schools, cross coun^Y 
( 48 kmsL winter walking trails (50kms), ice- 
skaSig* indoor swimming pool casino and a . 
wide variety of bars and restaurants. 
departure dates 
December 13 and20. 10 ' 17 '. 
March 21 and 28: Apnl 4 and 11. ^ 

•hysofferfe9P ara ^^ S< ^ Tra ^ Sg>W ^ t ^ l,a 


INCLUDED IN THE PRICE 

• Return scheduled Swissair/Cross air 
flights from Heathrow to Geneva or Sion 

• Transfers between airport and hotel 

• Seven nights’ half-board accommodation 
in a three-star hotel 

• FREE six-day lift pass 

• FREE six-day ski and boot rental 

• Services of a travel representative in Switzerland 


• £50 per person supplement for 
December 20 departure. All dates depart and 
return on Saturdays. Price based on two 
people sharing a twin/double room. 
Travel/ski insurance not included. 


f Fw lton w JrtaBa— d coupon to: 

I TRETWESSHOmS, SWISS TRAVEL SERVICE LID, 

I BB0C£ HOUSE, S&CB WfiH KMli), BRtiMSOURME, EN10 7DT 
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company independent of Times Newspapers Ltd. 


FOR boo king DETAILS CALL 01235 824 303 



v Forget the Cold, 

• Wet, Snow & leek 


keep you SNUG, WARM, A 
and SO COMFY 

Ybs try them for 28 days you are 
m anyway dissatisfied with ttie 
quality & value-simply 


ration them for a no 
<pi8ible refund. 

{£ Sri does 





GSO FEATHERWEIGHT 
you'll forget you're 
wearing shoes at all 
f IDEAL for BUSINESS 
and CASUAL WEAR 
• Luxurious FOAM 
CUSHIONED Comfort 




fifetet wjetfScMnjg 

on Aifr 


SO CUSHIONY 
SOFT & FLEXIBLE 
...you can fold the 
man made uppers 
& sole IN HALF 


You will look smart & 
feel warm, no matter 
how bad the weather 1 

■mese NEW SNOW SHOES are 
so light & flexible yet so hard 
wearing. Perfect for business 
and casual wear. Inspect them 
at home for 28 days. If you are 
not delighted with the QUALITY 
and VALUE, simply return for a 
no quibble refund 
(4 that does not affect your statutory rights) 

Send to ARCADIA (Dept 838321J 
NEWCASTLE UPON TfNEX, NESS 2BS 
Phase aUo» w> la 33 days (or tespauti 


mm (Dept MW) NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE X, NES5 2B sf! 


Wefe/fe. 


I 


I QUEL 


0990 645 645 


QUOTING ARCADIA CEPT 838-12170 
PLACE YCXJR ORDERS 24 HOURS A QAV 
ALSO AT WEEKENDS 


J3STCML 
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SHOPAROUND 


TO ADVERTISE CALL: 
CALL: 0171660 6860 
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The Treske 


QoultnFiimiltoT 


mna catalogue 

TEL: (01845) 522000 

Tn» IB4TT20' MaOM Mn. CM 


Oar FKEE npon fcnxXm (hall flSPvimV 
SAFE A NMURAL |w G» “*• * 

y«ur ham » **hr*» far (Nflfc ad 

mirOM pur partner Ot w opad by HnrUf 
SraitW>HV«ihb«ii 


Oar many tcsttmoniala p ww 
excellent i Muta within 4 WEEKS 
ACT NOW to rvtetre foot FREE report 
(MM —'Ar plcfa end con^SdentM cam). 

Send 3 x 1st das* stamps co 
Dash PultEshiRS (Ocptllfl, 
FrecpottPOBax 22 PwithbocI^ 
Plymouth. PLS2EH 


Hand tailored Plus Twos 
and Trousers for 
Gentlemen 

\\ „ i from £39.95 


tarmn card, flannel, 
taxed and golf ducks 

• Made la messurt 
wtvicca atnUabie 

* Ural for golf and 

cnantrj wear 
CaJD 

0113248 8160 

far your FREE 


STAMFORD 

CLOTHIERS 

Dept TX 30 VbriSaad, Lenta LS9&BH 
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Enjoy using and p 1 1? IT ]V f* TT 
improving yonr * 1\ K-j II 

with -d* Ita OuOurTXcusdU 
The French language magazine for UK readers 
Entertaining articles u Frrnch: corral affairs. loarism. actjrjlics, 
pins fanmom; crossword. etc. 

Used mod recommended by many French teachers, this 
bi-monthly magazine coda ins many UandatRm aids to assist 
iiHiipriiriv'Ptin and enjoyment. 

Subscribe ntnv and name ear FREE fsdl-ea STUDY GUIDES 
13-fmoth saboartptkm: £15.60 (post free) 

L O rders (post free) toe J&*. lb Ourke-TfUmete 
V FREEPOST, MA 1311 (M), Maidstone ME 15 9 BR 


TABLESAFE 

ffiAT RESISTANT PROTHITlGfl 

F0RYWJRTfla£^^ 
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any shape. Tfehlesafc^Rta*.' 
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useasawrttngsrface: 

DeBvery 7-10 days. Wile or phone 
far debts and sample. 
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: ( MORIARTTS 
! SOLID PINE 
STORAGE BEDS 



For NEW colour brochure 
rwcwE 

1(01233) 850214J 


WORLDS-BEST 


S. 1 


“Don’t get 
stuck with the 
wrong stairlift.” 




li 


RAYMOND BAXTER 


m 



Free survey. Fast installation. 24-hour dll out. Full warranty. 

Call or write 0800 715 422 ext. 940 



IX-Ktcnde -_ »- — 

Td.No.-S tannah 

Sanadi Scndife, Dqx 940. FREEPOST SA344. StaifUftS 
Antbm Hams SP10 3BR. 

The world's most chosen stairlijt 


! CHEOUESmm L m-rnm 

j QUICK 4 DIRECT | Uji 

| FREEPOST (IT W11) | KM# 

g 137« HERSHAM ROAD, ■ 

■ WALTON ON THAMES. * ■311' 

I SURREY KT121YJ. I rfaBHH 

\l»^i}9S2-23244Sj 


£ 23*95 


Pks£2 p&p 




THE VELVET NORFOLK HAT 

/ The very best velvet has been used to make this classic 
% autumn hat The wide brim offers protection from 
j§ the weather but still allows the hat to be folded flat 
M for travelling. Warm and wonderfully soft. Hand 

Ijjjttta^washalHe. £23.95 plus £2 p&p. Colours: 
Sm mm Chocolate Brown, Ruby Red, Botde 
mmm Green, and Black. Sizes: S 5T55cm, 
■P^ M 56-57cm, L 58cm and XL 59en. 

a£R>r 24 br Despatch 0171 371 8998 

SaJ^Norfolk Hats, Unit 7, The Talina Centre, 
Ba^Laire,LondonSW62BW. 

H Tax 0171371 7011 • S32S 


Pkme specify If you do DM. nidi U naive deoik al odur offm 
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The Loclen 
Collection 

Traditional style and 
natural warmth 
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GENUINE 

NORWEGIAN SWEATERS 

ONLY £4V Pbf pep. 
ibardeucdncMeOresmimmEdrin 
Bapg id hf tn^w ondjrfc t> anb« the- feetng 
jjo obu*iB w<s La*cmB.*WinitonuT^. 

uBmc imn 

: Bndai CbdunL Si McHm 

pii’W) QS 

TdL 07071 2Z3S50 Fax. 01579 351433 


GUARANTEED MITE 
FREE PILLOWS AND 
DUVETS FOR NIGHT 
TIME ASTHMA. 
RELIEF 

Allergy Relief Products Ltd, 
Mansion Road, Sonthampion, 
SOI 5 3BP. 

Tel/Fax 01703 332919. 


FROM AROUND 77ff WORLD 

I I AT REAL VALUE FOB 
I HONEY PRICES ; ^a 


*CIGARS DIRECT* 

FREEPOST SN1720. 
THATCHAM. RG19 3WA. 
Tel/Fax: 01635 BB7117 


§ GLOBES 

nuh* great |B* far 
aSocsariom. 

Cofaur brochure & 
price Ed of our Ml rang* OB 
req u es t 

Visa ok {Open Ifcttfil 8JO5J0) 
(Sat 0930 to 1230) 

GLOBE & MAPWORUL 55 H«h SI, 
BudWsli Satterfae, Devon 
TeVFex (01395) 44U71. 
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rfioo 1642-1997. Son 
Newspapers from 19 


CHRISTMAS* jSOX ers 
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But. can an expert tell the difference? 


ISth a 19th Cranny fiepftca Fnnrirnre in Solid Mahogany W&lniit, ftw, Enis^y* 
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COIVIPUTER DESKS 

& Unusual Antique style cabinets to hide computers 
for the home & office environment 


TKDE DUFFLECOAT COMPANY 




L-H :M 

^ iir 

Ctowdc Loden Coi 
SbOOdag Jackets & 
abo Breeches, Jackets, 
wad tap ta Banda 


Telephone 017B83 53128 ’ 
FK 017683 53811 
or write for your free relour brochure 

BORN for 
S LODEN IK 
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* pbatfpfrp 
The very finest 
dufleemts made in 
England by ClovenD. 

This is the classic and 
unchanged design, 
made co last aad keep- 
you warm year after 
yeat £149.95 - plus 
£4 postage and pack¬ 
ing. Colours: Cardi¬ 
nal Red, Navy Blue, 
Conifer, Camel, 
C h arcoal Grey, and 
TeaL Sues: 32* - 48* 
or ladies' 8-20. 

For 7 day despatch 
or full colour 
brochure call 


Thf While douse. Afydeta 1 Id W t jimari and. 

Conhrlj CA16 RXF TT 


BRITISH ANTIQUE REPLICAS ;' 


732 SOSOOL OJDSE. QUEEN EUZABEIU AVE. BURGESS UU. tomt «Hm H ■am) 
WEST SUSSEX RH159RX 9 am-530 pat. Itt 01444245577 


^5^0171 610 9050 

The Duffleooat Company,- Unit 7, The Talina Centre, Bagleys 
Lane. London SW6 2BW Fax 0171 371 7011 

Ym ■*»<»*<!«•& of Mb* o«n. Pfam rpedfr iTiai do oat abb n ratal ttaao 




DOES SITTING MME YDOR BACK ACHE? 


MSMjyOw 




BACKFRIEND 


aLotBt^mliti gsd raagi • krfeieid dial pas • parbpdmtonifadgdtniBtans 




End cold feet and hands forever — Yes these 
NASA developed ALASKAN Thermal Socks 
& Glove liners guarantee winter warmth 


TWO PAIRS 
I OFSOCKS 
ONLY 0*7.95 



CRAFTSMANSHIP INHERITED FROM A GOLDEN AGE 


me 


Invented In ttw 18th Century, Bie marnie chronometer solved the navigation problem that had eluded the 
worirfs finest minds since seafaring began«that of keeping precise fane at sea so Iha 8 ship's longitude 
could be plotted wtii absolute accuracy. • Over 1 50 timepieces and weather HTsfrvtmerfe crewed by SewvBs 
•Quality reflecting a 200 year heritage • Individually created by Master Craftsmen 
•Prices from £70 to £4.000 ‘Unique 10 year guarantee •Interest F^Orecfittadw* to sausi 
Send for details of our 5 axcfcjSve coflec&ns now and spofl ytMrsetfwflhfte gilt of tone. 





TWO PAIRS 
OF GLOVES 

° m £().95 


KNEELENGIE 
SOCKS TWO FAIRS 
ONLY PA95 





JT brochures j 

plus details of a valuable FREE GIFT j 


• Hada In UK since 1962 • M day homa trial 

*UoreHiin200Jxnaoldai30ccxa>trh)s •AvritaUefaYcoioure 
« Ad)U3taM«, Bght. poriabta. for uaa In any Mat or chair . 

w No safes pwpta wfl can wGuarantamd ter 12 months 

■ From a madfaN. arihopaadte and a^onoalc point at vta« R Is umtfadad 
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OR POST NOW-NO STAMP NEEDED 

Sewills, FREEPOST (LV 7185) P.O. Box 851. Liverpool L69 3BR 
Fax; 0151 708 6777. E mail: sew9l3@northwesLco.uk. 

Web Site: http://www^ewiUs.co.uk. 

Naml^Jfdrsfmss/Ms) - 

Address- 


I FPttftrftaiHlM Cfltgontodg-BO Uan yiPwdad-gptiflpB 01704512373 far 
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CAROL WRIGHT Takes The Bite Out Of Winter. If 
you've ever suffered from the cold, you'll wonder 
bow you did without this special alummised, stretch 
fabric developed for NASA to protect astronauts from 
the incredible cold of deep space. The fabric reflects 
body heat and thousands of tiny pockets trap it The 
results are lightweight, easy-to-move-in socks and 
glove liners dial keep your hands and feet protected 
and warm in sub-zero weather. SAVE! Buy two pairs 
of gloves or socks-ai Our SUPERSAVERS PRICE. 
One pair for you and one as a gift’ When ordering the 
Socks and Gloves, one size fits all. Please state 
whether for Men (M) or Woman (W). . 

Fabric Content: 

20% Aluminium, 60% Polyester, 20% Nylon. 
tacmnMartouiHtedtooafr|to»(>ptoiKftl795429»f. 
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ANTIQUE OESKS 

Large Stocks of old desks, Oak, Mahogany, 
'Walnut, Victorian, Edwardian, Rolltop, Cylinder, 
Partner's, Dickens and Pedestal Desks. 

Pri ce delivery within mainland UK. 

DON SPENCER ANTIQUES 
WARWICK 

(01926) 499857 - (01926) 407989 
Mobile M3ti S3S7SS 
wwwjmttque dc H cxoJil: 

OLD DESE5 PURCHASED 
36A Market Place, Wsrwkfc. (Beneath Vintage Antique Centre) 
Twif iidlqw Ja b co nh 
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Malcolm X Boulevard, the start of Harlem 
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Sophie Campbell returns to 
Harlem to find its streets are 


now safe for visitors 
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t first glance, my 
Streetwise Manhat¬ 
tan map ends at 
110th St There is 
Downtown.- there is Midtown 
and there is Uptown. And then 
there is nothing. Until you 
turn over and find another HO 
blocks going north, right to die 
very tip of the old Indian trail 
now called Broadway, where 
the Harlem River meets the 
Hudson, and two ugly bridges 
jump across to theBronx. 

This is the flip side of New 
York, a whole half a city which 
is invisible to most visitors. 
This is where 6th Avenue 
becomes Malcolm X Boule¬ 
vard. and 7th Avenue becomes 
Adam Clayton PbweU Jr Bou¬ 
levard (named after a contro¬ 
versial black Congressman 
and preacher), and the dogs in 
the parks are pit bulls. 

This is Harlem, and for the 
residents of the Upper East 
Side it might as well be a 
different planet. Anything be¬ 
yond 96th Street is known 
jokily to white New Yorkers as 
the “DMZ", or demilitarised 
zone; a no man’s land. 

When I first visited New 
York, aged 18, rumours were 
swirling about visiting stu¬ 
dents at Columbia University 
who got the wrong subway, 
cut across die Harlem end of 
Central Park, and never made 
it. That was back in 1980, the 
start of the era that spawned 
Tom Wolfe’s The Bonfire of 
the Vanities, when coming off 
die freeway at the-wrong exit 
and landing up in Harlem or 
the Bronx was one of the most 
dangerous things you could 
do. Certainly it was a nadir in 
Harlem’s history, but it was 
also the 1980s. and poverty . 
was unfashionable. 

Harlem didn’t start poor — 
anything but. 1 found this out 
on my first foray north of 110th 
Street, on one of the tour buses 
run by Harlem companies. It 
was like going into Jerusalem 
or Belfast — one of those 
places you have known every¬ 
thing and nothing about all 
your life — and we stared out 
of the windows at the Spanish 
graffiti and the young men. 
mostly black or Hispanic, 
Uiatting or drinking or smok¬ 
ing outside Puerto Rican travel 
agents and liquor stores with 
metal grilles. 


guide explained that it had 
been built in die late eigh¬ 
teenth century by Alexander 
Hamilton.-statesman. In those 
days, die fields of Nieuw 
Haarlem were dotted with 
. farms arid the country estates 
of the rich, and when the 
railroad came in 1837 New 
Yorkers built summer houses, 
a yacht dub and an opera 
house. Then the poorer immi¬ 
grants started to arrive. Smart 
money moved- out;-the devel¬ 
opers overreached themselves, 
and at the turn of die century 
cheap leases were sold to black 
families in chronic need of 
housing. By 1914. Harlem had 
changed colour. 

The Hamilton house is the 
centre of a preservation area. 
The sober, elegant brown- 
stones line streets such as 
Sugar Hill (so called because 
“sugar” was slang for money), 
still some of the most exclusive 
addresses in New York. Striv- 
er's Row (on West 139th Street) 
was named when middle-class 
blacks began to move into its 
houses in the 1920s. the era of 
intellectual and artistic flower¬ 
ing known as the Harlem 
Renaissance. 

Twenty Modes to the north, 
another pocket of grandeur 
exists in the form of Sylvan 
Terrace, a double row of 
miniature two-storey houses, 
and the Monis-Jumel Man¬ 
sion, which served as HQ to 
George Washington during 
the War of Independence. 
Behind its cool, white columns 
and peaceful garden die land 
drops away to the Harlem 
plain, lying humid and sully 
many feet below. It was a 
perfect illustration of social 
altitude: from these dizzy 
heights Harlem — the real, 
infamous Harlem — looked 
like an old circuit board. The 
creepy whoop of sirens just 
readied our elevated ears. 

We drove down there for a 
gospel service at the Mount 
Moriah Baptist Church. “The 
only thing you can do in this 
church is dap your hands. 



FACT FILE 


■ GETTING THERE; 

Sophie Campbell flew io New 
York JFK from London 
Heathrow with British 
Airways (0345 222111) which offers 
a London-New York return. 
November lo March, from £305 
(not including approximately 
£43 taxes). 

Thomson City Breaks (017} 

200 8900) padkages. inducting 
(lights from Birmingham, 
Gatwidc. Heathrow. Glasgow 
and Manchester and a two- 
star hotel in Manhattan, start at 
£-409 for three nights. 

Crest a Holidays (0990 561814) 
has short breaks in New York, 
flying from Birmingham. 
Manchester. Glasgow. Gatwick 
or Heathrow, from £364 for 
two nights in a two-star hold 
(room only). 

Sovereign (0990 768373) can 
provide flight and room-only 
packages from Birmingham. 
Gatwick and Manchester to New 
York from £379 for two nights 
at the Hotel Comfort ion with 
continental breakfast. 


■ Visiting Harlem; The 
following companies organise 
tours to Harlem (preface all 
numbers with 001212); 

Harlem Your Way! (6901687) 
for walking lours. 

Harlem Spirituals (757 0425) 
for gospel tours. 

Community Tours (862 9000) 
for shopping and sightseeing, 
gospel and jazz (based at the 
Vanderbilt and West Side Ys). 

Big Apple Greeters (669 2896). 
The service is free in all five 
boroughs of New York City, 
but (hey suggest that you hook 
four working days in advance. 
Harlem Visitor & Convention 
Association (862 7200) can give 
you genera] information, 
including dales of Open Days for 
houses on Convent Avenue 
(usually late spring/eariy 
summer) and details of sports 
and cultural events. 


■ Soul food: Sophie 
Campbell paid around £12 for her 
soul food lunch at the 
Jamaican Hot Pot, 153rd and 7th 
Ave (491 5270). which is open 
seven days a week. Other 
restaurants indude LondeTs 
on 140th and 8th. Emily's on tilth 
and 5th and Sylvia’s on I25lh 
and Lenox. 


■ Don't miss Hamilton 
Heritage Area. Morris-Jumd 
Mansion, Audubon Terrace 
museums La Matquela (market) 
between 116th and Park Ave. 
and the eccentric Cloisters 
Museum (923 3700) in Fort 
Tryon Park. Then lake the bus all 
the way bade down 
Broadway. 

■ Best guide book: Try to 
find the old edition of Vanessa 
Letis's superb Cadogan 
Guide to New York (CIZ99). 
which has excellent Harlem 
walks (the new edition has a 
much smaller Hariem 
section). Otherwise, i hcMichelin 
Green Tourist Guide, New 
York (£8.49) has a couple of walks 
and an excellent map of 
Manhattan. 


At the Mount Moriah Baptist Church ‘The only thing you can do is clap your hands, sing, stamp your feet and go into a trance.” said our guide 


■ Further reading; Imperial 
City: The Rise and Rise of New 
York, by Geoffrey Moorhouse 
(Sceptre. E6.99). 


sing, stamp your feet and go 
into a trance,” said our guide 
exultantly, ft was a strange 
experience, at once moving 
and diminishing. The choir 
seemed joyfully possessed by 
the music. We visitors sat like 
parents at a school play, not 
wanting to seem aloof, but 
quite unable to join in. f came 
out feeling shame at my role of 
spectator and an unholy envy 
of the music 

It took me a while to realise 
that Day Tours and Ja 2 z Tours 
and Soul Food Tours are the 
standard route into Harlem 
for cautious whites. Or, as the 
writer Geoffrey Moorhouse 
put it with mortifying blurt t- 
ness in.his book on New York: 
“Three times a week, between 
spring and fall, the bus takes a 
load of white voyeurs to 
scrutinise the blacks." This is 
nothing new. Nancy Cunard 
and friends twirled their 


pearls at the Cotton Club, the 
Savoy and the Harlem Casino 
in the 1920s while legends such 
as Count Basie and Duke 
Ellington performed. The ’ 
crowds cheering the Harlem 
Globetrotters were usually 
predominantly white. 


s 


O ur guide reeled off 
statistics: one fifth 
of New York City's 
73 mfllion popula¬ 
tion is black, and 200.000 of 
than live in Harlem; there are 
two Spanish-speaking parts of 
Harlem (one in the west, and 
“El Barrio” in the east) sand¬ 
wiching the black area in the 
middle; Brownsville and East 
New York in Brooklyn have 
taken over from Harlem as the 
most dangerous suburbs in 
New York. - - _ 

The bus rolled past Colum- 
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bia and up on to the Heights — 
Momingside. Hamilton and 
Washington — which oome as 
a shock if you think of Man¬ 
hattan as a flat grid. They are 
built on a mighty rock escan> 
mem. and the houses and 
apartments are grand. 

This is posh Harlan, and 
always has been. We dimbed 
off outside a pretty clapboard 
r»m ggf» and tried not to Iojk 
over our shoulders as the 
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till, I felt bad. So when 
1 visited New York last 
winter, 1 called Big 
Apple Greeters, the 
successful scheme which pairs 
visitors with volunteer New 
Yorkers for a stroll around 
their . neighbourhood, and 
asked if they had a volunteer 
in Harlem. They did. 1 met 
Adeline outside the Schom- 
burg Center — the biggest 
archive of African-American 
history in the US. She had a 
large, kind face and was 
worried about what 1 wanted 
to do. Would I like to walk 
around for a while? 

So we strolled about streets 
that I had seen from the bus, 
past the famous Abyssinian 
Church and the sign in Striv- 
er’s Row saying: “Private 
Road: Walk Your Horses", 
until we reached what used to 
be the Renaissance Ballroom 
Dance Hall. “1 came to New 
York in 1915 and I remember 
going lo the ‘Reny’ for dances.” 
said Adeline. “There were lots 
of young men who would 
dance. Then you could say 
goodnight and go home — 
Harlem in those days was all 
Jit up at night I could walk 
through Mount Morris Park 
[now also known as Marcus 
Garvey Park], if was so safe.” 
She could remember the sup¬ 
per clubs — places where you 
could go after church and get 
crab takes — and (he visiting 
celebrities such as the boxer 
Joe Louis and the days when 
dances and basketball and the 
YMCA were the focus for 
youth in the area. 

Then came the Civil Rights 
riots of the I9b0s. followed by 
strict rent controls in the 1970s. 
and soon it was more lucrative 
to bum your property down 
than rent it oul Harlem 
became a wasteland of buml- 
out, boarded-up houses 
(known as “shooting galleries" 


because of the addicts and 
dealers that used them). As 1 
was arriving in New York for 
the first time, people like 
Adeline were surveying (he 
wreckage of tbeir communi¬ 
ties and wondering what on 
earth to do. 

We went to a soul food 
restaurant for lunch, and 
ordered cscovietch fish (pan¬ 
fried with spices) and smoth¬ 
ered chicken and fried 
plantain, while Adeline tried 
to explain what Harlem was 
like to live in now. “I’ve never 
had any fear. But there are 
sections ... and there are 
rimes ... I would say stick to 
the avenues, the big streets, 
and probably don’t go to 125th. 
I35lh and 145th — there are a 
lot of pushers there.” Perhaps 
not for long, though. In 
another of New York’s violent 
social cycles, Hariem is chang¬ 
ing again, and people are 
talking about a second 
renaissance. 

Churches, mosques and 
synagogues have combined 
with city government to pro¬ 
vide (and pay for) decent 
housing, shops and schools for 
their areas. Harlem Week — 
which now takes the whole 
month of August — is one of 
the biggest street gatherings in 
the world. Property developers 
are circling the camp fire, 
looking hungrily at the las! 
undeveloped part of Manhat¬ 
tan that has public transport, 
period Jkhjscs and large parks, 
and big companies (including 
Disney and Motown, it is 
rumoured) are moving in. 
Local leaders are looking at 
both with scepticism. As for 
the gospel services (80 of 
Harlem's 300 churches nnw 
practise some form of “lour- 
ism ministry^, worshippers 
are politely making their feel¬ 
ings known about becoming 
sideshows for foreigners. 

With luck, in a few more 
years, tourists will add Har¬ 
lem to their itinerary as autr>‘ 
matically as they - might 
indude Chinatown in San 
Francisco, or the Quartier 
Latin in Paris. With luck, in a 
few more years, it might be 
just another p3rt of New York. 
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.All the glamour aiwl atmosphere uf luxury cruising 
is nnw packed into exciting P&O Cruise Breaks of 
bet wen 3 ani l 7 <ugfu&. 

And, unlike normal short breaks, the travelling is 
every 7 bit as exciting a.-, tlje destination. 

So., whether yoifre sailing to Amsterdam or 
Historic Lisbon, ynnr holiday starts the moment you 
step on board and begin to enjoy all the impressive 
facilities oflcred by cither of our superliners, Oriana or 
the latest addition to the fleet, Arcadia. 

And with prices starting from just £205* wliy not 
surprise your partner? 

promise you, tit*’ earth will move. 


P&O Cruises 


For a copy of our 1QQ8 brochure see your ABTA Travel Agent, 
call 0990 7id 726 ' or post this coupon to P&O Brochure 
Services, ICO Victoria, Bristol BSl $W. 


Name:. 


.Address: 


jFbstcode:. 


*Price per adult lor inside 
4 -berth cabin cruise no. 8 l 8 . 
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Where to 


go to see 
the last 


of the few 


Many of the wartime airfields of 
Cambridgeshire have gone, but 
their heroic air crews are not 


forgotten, says Susan Elkin 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE'S FORGOTTE 
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I f you are pounding 
busily northwards 
through Cambridge¬ 
shire’s spacious wheaty 
vistas via the Mil, A14 and AI, 
it is easy to forget that tens of 
thousands of airmen spent 
their wartime years based 
here in one or more of die 
county's 23 RAF stations, 
which are mostly now defunct 
Some 55 years ago, Cam¬ 
bridgeshire bristled with Brit¬ 
ish and US airmen posted to 
the area. The Cambridgeshire 
sky. so quiet today, swarmed 
with Hurricanes, Tiger 
Moths. Wellingtons, Mosqui¬ 
toes. Halifaxes and the like. 

RAF Warboys, RAF Castle 
Camps, RAF Caxton Gibbet 
RAF Lords Bridge. RAF Stee¬ 
ple Morden. The names are 
evocative. So are the many 
dramatic events which took 
place during the thousands of 
bombing raids from Cam¬ 
bridgeshire — such as die one 
over Bremen on 27 July 1941 
from RAF Al con bury in which 
Warrant Officer McLenan, 
with ungloved hands, pushed 
burning bombs out of an 
airborne Wellington, thereby 
saving the aircraft and prob¬ 
ably the lives of the crew. 

What a contrast with the 
atmosphere today. RAFTever- 
sham is now Cambridge air¬ 
port. The former RAF Bourn 
and RAF Bottisham are pri¬ 
vate flying clubs although 


RAF Wittering and RAF 
Brampton and Wyton are still 
operational. RAF Gravely, at 
its peak a hive of activity for 
4,000 people, is now gone, like 
most of its counterparts. Noth¬ 
ing is left there but farmland. 

Why were there so many? 
“It’s the flat fenland terrain.” 
explains Wing Commander 
Bob Carr, press and publicity 
officer for the Cambridgeshire 
branch of SSAFA (Soldiers. 
Sailors, Airmen and Families 
Association), a welfare charity 
for ex-servicemen and their 
dependants. "And East Anglia 
is Britain's nearest point to 
much of Germany-" 

Some 111 airfields were dot¬ 
ted through the five East 
Anglian counties but, just as if 
you were seeking Saxon burial 
grounds, you have to ger into 
the air to detect most of them. 
A half-hour micnotighT flight 
from Sunon Meadows Airfield 
near Ely is enlightening. 

Martin Aris, of Pegasus 
Flight Training, says: "At this 
time of year, when farmland is 
ploughed and bare, the perim¬ 
eter tracks of the old airfields 
show up really dearly and 
there are dozens in this area.” 

If you want to explore from 
the ground go to Witchford, 
near Ely, where my unde was 
stationed from April 1945 as a 
21-year-old gunner with 115 
Squadron. The war in Europe 
was nearly over but there was 





Fortunately; with British Airways Holidays 
Tours of the World, you won't need to mount an expedition 
to do it just take a Taste of Brazil tour instead 
(13 days from E187S). Or maybe you'd rather pursue 
Ecuador and the Galapagos (16 days from £2355). 
the Lost World of the Maya (16 days from £2049), or even 
Explore Patagonia (15 days from £2295). And if 
Cbaa Rica or the Inca civilization are m your taste, we can 
guide you round them as well - with ourTropics and 
Turtles and Land of the Incas tours respectively. 

Fora copy of die new Toms of the\MxMbrorihure,visit your 
local Brio* Airways Travel Shop 
orphone 

and quote TTM3. 





Tours of the World 

BRITISH/URWAYS 

•i « ^ 




RAF Duxford. aided by a £65 million lottery grant, opened its American Air Museum this year— a memorial for the 30,000 US airmen ;who died flying from: British bas^s 


still plenty to do. Flying Lan¬ 
casters, which carried about 
20 people, Witchford: airmen 
dropped food parcels 
("Operation 

Manna”) to the liberated but 
starving Dutch. "Then there 
were the trips nicknamed 
‘Cook'S Tours’ or ‘Baedekers.* 
my unde recalls. "We had to 
fly VIPS, office staff and 
ground crew over Germany to 
see die bombed dties.” 

H e was also part of 
"Operation 
Dodge", going to 
Naples to fly back 
members of the Eighth Army 
due for demobilisation. The 
journey — “We flew from 
Witchford across France and 
turned left over Monaco" — 
took eight hours in a Lancaster 
which could carry £000 gal¬ 
lons of fuel. 

The former airfield at 
Witchford is now aptly named 
Lancaster Way Business Park 
and a small display of RAF 
Witchford memorabilia is on 
show to the public. There is a 
memorial, too. listing the 
names of all those from RAF 
Witchford who died. To this 
day my unde and others who 
served in 115 Squadron are 
sure of a warm welcome and a 
drink on the house in 
Wilchford's village social dub. 

To see immaculately-res¬ 
tored aircraft which fly regu¬ 
larly from its still-operational 
runway, go ro Duxford. pan of 



Douglas Bader, fourth from the right with colleagues of242 Squadron 


the Imperial War Museum, 
near Cambridge. The aero¬ 
drome at Duxford. built in 
1917 for the expanding Royal 
Flying Corps, is one of the 
earliest RAF stations. It was of 
prime importance during the 
Second World War. Douglas 
Batter, who lost his legs in a 
pre-war flying accident, bad¬ 
gered the RAF to take him 
back and eventually com¬ 
manded 242 Squadron from 
Duxford. In April 1943 
Duxford was handed over to 


RUNWAY FACT FILE 


■ Imperial War Museum, Duxford. Cambridge {01223 
835000): near junction 10 on MU'. Open daily (except December 
24.25 and 26). 10am-4pm (winter)- Last admission 45 
minutes before dosing. No dogs. Adults (16*) £6.40; senior 
citizen (60*) £420: child (5-15). student, unemployed £3_20k 
under-fives free; disabled and carets half-price. Excellent 
selection of books on sale. Events hotline for information 
about 1998 airs hows etc 0S91516816 (premium rales). 

■ A display of memorabilia from RAF Witchford and RAF 
Mepal, 19434946, is in the foyer of Grovemere Holdings. 
Lancaster Way Business Park, off the A142 between Ely 

and Witchford. Admission free. Open weekdays. 9am-430pm. 
Also open today and tomorrow for Remembrance Day 
events. Other times by arrangement Details from Barry 
Aldridge on 01353 664934. 

■ Pegasus Flight Training. Sutton Meadows Airfield. 

Sutton. Ely. Cambridgeshire CB6 2BJ (01487 842360): air- 
experience flight in microlight. £39. Also trial lessons, 
hourly tuition and ground tuition towards acquisition of 
Private Pilot’s Licence. 


WORLDCOVER 


ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

callus 0800 365121 


the United Stales Sth Air Farce 
as h e adquarters of the 78th 
fighter group. 

Walk round Duxford's han¬ 
gars .-Look at how small some 
of those Second World War 
machines are dose up. It lives 
up to its daim to be a “living 
museum”. What a pity that 
Britain’s only functioning 
Messerschmitt crashed and 
was seriously damaged at the 
last Duxford Air Show this 
year although, happily, the 
pilot was uninjured. 

This year. Duxford. aided 

by a £65 million lottery grant. 

opened its lighL and airy 
American Air Museum — a 
memorial for the 30,000 US 


airmen who gave their lives 
flying from Duxford and other 
British bases. It was. the P-51 
Mustang — you can see one at 
Duxford — which swung the 
balance of die air war over 
Germany in favour of the 
Allies. 

Wander round the Cam¬ 
bridgeshire lanes with their 
open spaces and lonely 
churches in. search of air 
warfare history. But. of 
course, the romance is bitter¬ 
sweet, especially this weekend: 
47,268 RAF personnel from 
Bomber Command squadrons 
alone were killed in action or 
died as prisoners of war 
between 1939 and 1945. 


WEBWORLD ON WAR 


THE -WHERE DO I 
START?" SITE: Out of the 
morass of World War-relat¬ 
ed sites, the best starts for 
each conflict are at 
http://www.pbs.org/ 
greet twa rf tim elin e and 
http:// www.historyplace. 
com/woridwatll timeline/ 
ww2time.htm. 

THE MUGGING-UP 
SITE: Visit "Trendies on 
the Web" at http://www. 
worldwarl.com for a dear 
history, guided site-tours 
and a discussion forum. 
http://earthstationl. 
simplenet.com/wwiLhtml 
contains Second World War 
sounds and pictures. At 
http://www.hvryS6.com/ 
warlinks/ there is a full list 
of British ; Second World 
War links, with a voiceover 
from Churchill at 
http:/ / www. britishlegion. 
org.uk/ which has details of 
war graves visits and how. 
to make donations online. 

KER-CHING! THE BEST 
DEAL SITE: Holts Tours 
has a good sire at http:// 
www.battleiours.co.uk de¬ 
tailing war-related trips 
from three days at Pass- 
chendade for £310 to a 
bumper 14 days following 
the invasion of Malaya and 
the fall of Singapore, for 
£2380. For those with less 
pocket money, buy 1:300 
scale First World War air¬ 


craft for 75p at http://www. 
spiritgames.co.uk/h~ 
Hist, him L 

TRAVELLERS’ TALES 
SITE: The best of the World 
Wars’ sites are fleshed out 
with interviews and remi¬ 
niscences, but at http: 
//wwwjndarmoredhellon 



wheels.com one American 
regiment takes you back to 
most 20th-century conflicts 
■with eyewitness accounts. 

“WELL I NEVER!” THE 
RANDOM SITE: Tap into 
historically accurate, horri¬ 
bly complex war games at 
http:/ / www.eskimo.com/ 
graham/gamers/games, 
html and see war games for 
sale at http://www.web 
castle.com/games. 

Susannah 

Jo WITT 


DESTINATION KILIMANJARO 

Gateway to the Great Game Paries of Africa 
7 nights from £495 


Later this war we shall be operating the (int non- 
scheduled flight service from London Gabriele to Kili- 
nqnjaro-the gateway* lothegreat game parks of Africa, 
The service, in beingdirecLprete^thetravdlenMth 
a convenient meamofvntnessmgtJwwildlife wonders 
of the great pads at a remarkably km price that 
represents a savi ng of marry hundreds of pounds from 
the tariff normally available and without the tedium 
of routing via other awntries. 

Should you have always wanted to visit these wonderful 
locations but lave been dissuaded by the high a»L 
then this isan opportunity that should not be missed. 
As we are initially limiting the available places to just 
20 per departure it is essential that earty telephone 
reservations are made toavoid disappointment. 
Itiaenuy in Brief 

Fly by Monarch Airlines Boeing 757 via Luxor to 
Kffimaojaro airpart30milesfirom Arusha, the gateway 
tothegrealgame parks such as theSerengeti. Manyara, 
Arusha. Taraogire and the Ngorongoro Crater. Our 
hotel is the Ml Mem Novotel at the foot of Mt Meru 
situated in 15 aensoflusb gardens. The 168 guestrooms 
and suites come with foil facilities and ai r-condibon¬ 
ing. The hotel is under European management and 
boaststhreerestauiant5.anumbcrofbarsainda lounge. 



OptkoalExcuraons 
Mt Kilimanjaro & Arusha Park - foil 
day £75. Manyara -fuD day £105. 
Ngorongpro Crater - full day £235: 

Tarangire Park ■ full day£l(B.The' 
Serengeti - 2 days £250. 


DEPARTURE DATES £ PRICES 

Tuesdays - per person in a twin 
1997Novl8-J515.Dec2.9p 16-£495 
December 30-£615 
1998Jan6.13.20.27-£545 
Feb 3.10,17,24-£570. Mar3.10.17,24.31 -£595 
Single room supplement£195 
Z^fer-itispossibletoextendyourstaywitha7- 
rugntstayon the beautiful island of Zanzibar. Supoie- 
menUroca£595per person (single£795t. 

' 0171-6161000 

.. w 

VOYAGESjUlf 5 VERNE 
2| Dorset Square, London NW1 6QG 
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Jonathan CroaH finds sharp reminders of the Great War on the former battlefields of Flanders 





The men of the East Yorkshire regiment pick their way among die shell craters and trenches after winning ground near Ypres on Septembers, 1917. Today the craters remain but the notorious mud has given way to grass 


E ighty years ago, Sieg¬ 
fried Sassoon called 
it “a picture of hell” 
Others likened it to 
the surface erf the Moon- 
Today Flanders, once a key 
part of the Western Front in 
the Great War, offers a picture 
of rural calm and tranquillity, 
a landscape febom. . 

Yet reminders of the re-, 
glen's gjim past are every¬ 
where. Journey through the 
flat-.Beigian landsjape^ctr the 
lusher fields of Franoe, and at ; 
almost every turn you ericoun-; 
ter battlefields, cemeteries-and 
memorials that bear witness to 
the hundreds of thousands of 
men slaughtered here. _ .. 
-a 1 was one of a group visiting 
^ former battlefields on the 
Somme, at Vimy Ridge and 
Passchendaele. names which 
still evoke potent images of 
loss and futility. It was a 
personal pilgrimage of sons; 
my father, a lucky survivor, 
had come here as an under¬ 
age 17-year-old. and been 
invalided out with trench fever 
at the Battle of Arras. 

Our first battlefield stop was 
at Beaumont Hamel Memori¬ 
al Park. Here on July 11916. on 
a day when the British Army 
as a whole suffered its worst 
casualties, 1,800 men were 
lolled and 3JOOO were wound¬ 
ed in just the first half-hour. 
Standing in no man^s land. 

; knowing hundreds of unrecov- 
ered bodies still lay buried 
beneath your feet, was an 
unsettling experience. It also 
came as a shtxk to realise hcrw 
dose the two front lines were 
to each other — perhaps no 
more than 250 yards — and 
how the Germans’ suprior 
position dearly made carnage 
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inevitable among the British 
and Canadian troops. 

The old shell craters and 
trenches remain, although the 
notorious mud has given .way 
to grass. A few screw pickets, 
that once held coils^Jprbed 
wire still stand in frqntqf the . 
British front-line. ftirg S m ariV 
land is a single-tree — the 


who suslained.huge losses, its 
trenches contain concrete rep-, 
ticas of sandbags and duck- 
boards, • which somehow 
sanitise death. . -‘ * - . - 

More evocative at Vimy was 
a guided toq£Hj^^u , or^ofi.- 
underground; passes..' g 

fiafmefresBefowfliegromkfto * 
avoid the impact of shells, they 
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dies behind the appalling ca¬ 
sualty statistics. We visited 
three, including the largest 
Commonwealth cemetery in 
the world at Tyne Cot, the 
burial ground for many of 
those killed in the mud at ihe 
third Battle of Ypres. known 
aS Passchendaele. 

There are nearly 12.000 
graves here. About 75 per cent 
are British. Walking past the 
rows of white headstones, with 
their small plots- 0^ earth 
immaculately i ended .Tyou’re 
struck at once by the huge 
number that bear nothing'but 
the poignant inscription "A 
Soldier Known Unto God". 


prise: somehow 1 hadn't ex¬ 
pected any German cemeter¬ 
ies in Flanders. Its atmosphere 
is totally different: cold, imper¬ 
sonal, with the defeated dead 
buried in small groups rather 
than individually. A further 
shock: in the centre is a mass 
grave, holding the remains of 
no fewer than 25.000 soldiers. 

There are museums at sev¬ 
eral of the sites, providing 
photographs, explanations of 


battles fought near by. and 
artefacts from the fields. 
Many, such as the one at 
Delville Wood on the Somme, 
where a memorial to South 
African troops stands, are 
dear, clean and modem in 
their presentation. 

Others seem little more than 
dumping grounds for wartime 
relics — although this can 
make them more interesting. 
At Sanctuary Wood in the 


Ypres SalienL two musty 
rooms held a motley collection 
of rusting weapons and other 
artefacts. Some antiquated 
photo viewing machines of¬ 
fered a harrowing glimpse of 
trench life — and death. 

The largest museum display 
is in Ypres itself, in the rebuilt 
Cloth Hall in the Great Mar¬ 
ket which, like all the other 
buildings in this Belgian town, 
was flattened during the fight¬ 


ing. ft includes vivid and 
touching photographs of the 
troops taken behind the 
trenches and in field hospitals. 

Our tour ended at the near¬ 
by Menin Gate, a huge majes¬ 
tic arch on which are carved 
the names of 55.000 men who 
died in the Salient, but have no 
graves. Here, as the traffic 
stopped, we stood in silence as 
two members of the Ypres Fire 
Brigade played the last post 

This moving ceremony has 
taken place every evening 
since the gate opened in 1927. 
As the notes echoed under the 
arch. I wondered if it would be 
thought necessary in another 
80 years' rime. 


W here details were 
known, relatives 
added their own 
inscription. 

These vpry from the accepting 
(“Greater love hath no man 
.. -H. to the potentially ironic 
{“God moves in mysterious 
ways .. .■*), from the personal 
fTn loving memory of Dad. 
our hero”) to the dissident 
("Thy will, not mine. Lord"). 

like other cemeteries. Tyne 
Cot has a register at the 
entrance, recording the 
names, plot positions and 
family details of- all those 
buried here. There is also a 
visitors' book, with many of 
the comments reflecting our 
continuing incredulity at the 
waste of so many lives. As one 
visitor put it "Why?”. 
Langemark came as a sur- 


“Tree of Death” — withered 
and bare, the only piece of 
nature that survived three 
years’ fighting. 

Beaumont Hamel is moving 
because il remains largely 
untouched by officialdom. 
Vimy Ridge, by contrast, 
seems over-organised. The site 
of'a crucial breakthrough in 
April 1917 by Canadian, forces. 


provided relatively secure 
headquarters for administra¬ 
tive staff, clerks and runners. 
Many soldiers, most of them 
former miners, were killed 
while making such passages, 
or tunnelling to lay mines. 

. Tire cemeteries around 
Flanders, with their eerie 
beauty, provide a sharp re¬ 
minder of the individual trage- 


An 11 night cruise from Odessa to the Crimea and abng 
the Dnieper River to the Ukrainian capital of Kiev 
May to September 1998 


O ur journey begins on the 
shores of a great inland 
sea which has, for many 
thousands of years, proved to be 
a great natural divide between 
the continents of Europe and 
Asia. Our voyage can truly be 
described as a passage through 
history, beginning as it does on 
the shores of the Black Sea 
where Greek settlers met with 
Sythian nomads and so began 
colonisation and a turbulent 
history without parallel. 

From the great plains of the 
endless Russian Steppe came 
wandering invaders - Sarmatians, 
Goths, Khazars, Mongols, 

Tartars, Turks and in latter 
days Russians, each leaving 
their mark. 

In the company of our 
knowledgeable guest speaker we 
will learn much of the region’s 
history'. After exploring Odessa 
we sail across the delta of the 
Dnieper for a three night 
mooring in the Crimean port of 
Sevastopol, a city closed to the 
West until recendy and home to 





■ FINDING OUT- AO British 
and Commonwealth cemeteries 
are looked after by the Common¬ 
wealth War Graves Com¬ 
mission. 2 Marlow Road, 
Maidenhead. Berkshire SL6 
7DX (01628 634221). The com¬ 
mission holds details of all 
casualties from the two world 
wars on a computerised 
database, available free of 
charge to dose relatives and 
comrades in artns- 

■ GETTING THERE: Tours to 

the Western Front and other 
British battlefields around the 
world arc arranged by die Royal 
British Legion Pilgrimage 
Department (01622 

716729/7161S2). which admin¬ 
isters a scheme that offers finan¬ 
cial assistance for first-time visits 
by war widows (other relatives 
may »<«» apply *° *he Royal 
British Legion). Each year 
around Armistice Day _ it 
organises a fburday, three-night 
coach pilgrimage to Ypres. 
including personal visits to 
cemeteries in the area. This 
year's pilgrimage cost from 

per person. 

Other companies going to the 
battlefidds indude: 

■ Holts Tours (Battlefidds and 

HisroiylfOSW 731 com¬ 

pany staffed mostly by farmer 
military officers and military 
historians, has 16 coach tomato 
the Ypres-Fbnders area «* 
year. The all-indusive pne e for 
an average direeday iwrwlrom 
£259 including femes and three- 
star hotels. 

specialises in g™** 1 
walks which **?. 
sonal conet ay visits. The vpres 
Salient Memorial Walk, a to"" 
day. three-night coach tourfju^ 

19 - 22 . I 996 L includes a twotiay 
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guided walk through the trend) 
areas of the battlefield. from £291 
per person. 

■ Galina International Battle¬ 
field Tours (01402 882200/ 
882ZI1/8S06O2) has 15 Flanders 
tours in 1998. A typical four-day 
tour, including coach travel, 
ferry crossing, B&B in a fouMtar 
hotel and qualified history 
p ride , notes and maps, costs 
from £50 a day. 


route to Dover. From £220 for 
three nights’ halMwanL picnics 
provided for lunch, tours person¬ 
ally guided by one of (be two 
partners. Somme walking tours 
a speciality in spring and 
autumn. 


Menin Gale trip for next year's 
80th anniversary, leaving on 
November 9. 1998. from E249.50 
per person. 


■ Middlebrook-Hodgnon 
Battlefield Tours (01205 364555) 
takes non-smoking coach parties 
of 26 people, starting from Bos¬ 
ton, Lincolnshire, picking up eo 


■ Milestone Tours (DI15 943 
6212) runs a live-day Battlefidds 
of the Great War tour including 
the Ypres SalienL Menin Gate, 
the Somme, Loos. Arras and 
Vimy Ridge, with time for per¬ 
sonal remembrance visits. Crum 
£299.50 per person. Among other 
battleground lours, it is running 
a fourday Armistice at the 
TREVOR RAY HART 


■ The War Research Society's 
(0121 430 5348) Ypres visit next 
November costs from £232 per 
person for three nights half¬ 
board with en suite facilities, 
travelling by executive coach 
from Birmingham or Man¬ 
chester. One of the couriers on 
each coach is an historian, and 
visits to individual graves are 
possible. For next year’s SOth 
anniversary of the signing of the 
Armistice, the society is also 
organising a trip to the Armistice 
Crossroads muse um in Com- 
p&goe, from E232 per person. 



■ READING: 

Birdsong, by Sebastian Faulks 
(Vintage. £6.99): The Regenera¬ 
tion Trilogy, by Pat Barker 
(VHdflg. £18): All Quiet on the 
Western Front, by Erich Maria 
Remarque (Picador. £5.99): They 
Called it Passchendaele. by Lyn 
Macdonald (Penguin, 

War Walks 2: From the Battle 
of Hastings to the Blits by 
Ricfcud Holmes (BBC E16u99) is 
published on Thursday to ac¬ 
company a six-part BBC2 series 
starting at 8pm. Friday. 


the vast Black Sea Fleet. We will 
visit nearby Yiita with its grand 
palaces, gardens and lovely 
views and have the opportunity 
to travel inland to the old Tartar 
capital of Bachisarai. 

From the Crimea we will enter 
the mouth of the mighty 
Dnieper and so begin a four day 
navigation of the river to our 
final destination, the city of Kiev. 
This will be a leisurely interlude, 
sailing past the rolling, wheat¬ 
growing, Ukrainian countryside, 
an opportunity to recharge the 
batteries in preparation for two 
busy days in the old city of Kiev, 
the mother city of Russia and 
the state from which all later 
Russian states were descended 
(Kiev Rus), the Orthodox 
Church and Russian an and 
architecture. 
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which offers mostly international 
cuisine, but also some Ukrainian 
and Russian dishes. There are 
two lounges, bar, shop, beauty 
salon and solarium. 


Prices per person in a twin 
bedded cabin range from 
£1160 and from £1530for a 
single cabin. 
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■ GUIDEBOOK: 

Before Endeavours Fade, by 
Rose E. Coombs (After (he Bat¬ 
tle. hb £18.95/ pb £11.95). 

■ Eightieth anniversary of the 

Baltic or Passchendaele: the Nat¬ 
ional Army Museum, Royal 
Hospital Road. London SW3 
4HT (0171-730 0717 2228} is 

running a commemorative 
weekend of films and talks Nov 
22-23, admission free. 


i 

% ’ Zaporozw^ . 


MS GLU5HKOV . 

This modem, sleek and 
purpose-built river vessel is 
over 400 feet long and built to 
the highest international 
safety standards. There is 
accommodation for up to 250 
passengers in well designed r- 
‘outside’ cabins and suites. L 
All passenger accommodation I 
is air-conditioned and has | 

private shower and we., 1 

Facilities on board include g 
a large, bright dining room 


Price includes: Economy class air 
navel from London, 11 nights 
aboard the MS Gluskov on full 
board, shore excursions, entrance 
fees, transfers, port taxes, local 
guides, guest lecturer, tour 
manager; UK departure tax. 

Not including: Travel insurance, 
Ukrainian visa, optional 
excursions, airport taxes, gratuities. 
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Sene Road cemetery in the Somme battlefield 
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Howto 
achieve 
the board 
look 


■ SNOWBOARDING is not 
rock and rolL It wffl die. And 
what will kiO off this sport most 
quickly is (he dreaded crossover 
phenomenon- Just as jazz loses its 
authenticity and vibrancy in “fu¬ 
sion” movements, so snow¬ 
boarding is under threat from 
skiers crossing over as wannabe 
snowboarders. but without the 

r and the attitude, and without 
“commitment” that all 
snowboarders talk about 
I am a skier. But I learnt 
snowboarding the right way, mak¬ 
ing my first run ever down a steep, narrow trail in Saas-Fee 
with a rods, wall on one side ana ice cliffs on the other. 

“Commitment” was the first word I ever heard from 
Fabien Rohrer, who is now number one freestyler in the 
world but was then only seventh in Europe arid eager to 
show me around Saas-Fee’s night spots until four m the 
morning — smoking, drinking bourbon and coke, and 
doing all those things that world-class athletes in other 
sports are not allowed to do. 

■ WE WERE up on the glacier on the very first lift the 
next day. Learning to snowboard is exceptionally easy. 
[ was able to make off-piste turns in powder snow after three 
days. But if you are over 40, there is no way you are not 
going to get bruised and bloodied in the learning process. 

But that’s as h should be. No one is going to say: £ Coo-aal, 
dude", when you slide by on your training-wheels 
snowboard with sticks, as some dimes in America now 
suggest Snowboarding has die soul that skiing has lost 
Ami the sense of fraternity — though since 40 per cent of 
snowboarders are women, perhaps sorority is equally 
applicable. 

Snowboarding is still crash and burn, bleary eyes and one 
of die few occasions you can call somebody “babe" without 
getting an earful. 

Snowboarding officials agree that the sport will never 
attract more than 30 per cent of the winter sports population, 
and insiders suspect that snowboarding is at or near its peak 
now. For snowboarders, the party may be over, but knowing 
them, nobody will go home alone. 
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S nowboarders define them¬ 
selves by dan. by where 
and how they ride and by what 
they wear. Even the boards 
lock different Terrain and 
rider temperament are the 
defining characteristics. 

Freeriders go on and off 
piste and have die longest 
boards (l65cm-lSOcm for an 
adult rider). Almost all British 
riders are freestylers. Freestyle 
is heavily influenced by skate¬ 
boarding and adopts shorter, 
softer boards (160cm-I65cm) 
with rounded ends for quick 
changes of direction. Snow¬ 
board paries axe primarily for 
freestylers. who live for 
"bonking" — banging the 
board into objects — and 
taking “big air" (their term for 
jumping high). 

Technical freestylers use 
even shorter boards (ISScm- 
160cm) with a low-swing 
weight which allows acrobat¬ 
ics on the ice walls oF halfpipes 
(deep U-shaped trenches dug 
into the snow). All of the above 
riders generally prefer soft 
snowboard boots. Racers and 
freecarvers use hard boots to 
crank their long boards 
(155cm-170fcm) into carved 
turns that cut deep grooves in 
hard-pa eked pistes. 

Few of the 30Oplus 
snowboard manufacturers are 
represented in Britain. Among 
those that are. Burton. 
N [decker and Oxbow are pre¬ 


eminent. though snowboar¬ 
ders sniff our smaller brands. 

At the bottom end. Burton's 
A Series (£240) with pastel 
ocean-fauna graphics is a 
good range of wood-core inter¬ 
mediate freestyle/freeride 
boards'. Most innovative this 
year is a new “step edge”, said 
to work like the suspension on 
a mountain bike to give a 
smoother ride. 

Snowboard bindings have 
various versions of bicyde 
pedal “click in" designs, where 
plates built into boot soles 
snap into platforms mounted 
on the snowboard. The advan¬ 
tage is not having to fell down 
to do up traditional straps. 
Introduced last year into the 
UK and highly successful is 
the Flow Slip-In (£140) bind¬ 
ing. which can be used with 
any soft boot 

Snowboard boots have im¬ 
proved tremendously in com¬ 
fort and performance. North- 
wave’s Saturn Fusion (£I7Q) 
introduces a foam-plus-lycra 
liner which promises unprece¬ 
dented retention. 

It is in fashion that 
snowboarding has had most 
impact. I! there is anyone who 
hasn't yet got the message: 
baggy went out years ago. 
Colours now are pure, the 
designs simple. But snow¬ 
board clothing is seldom as 
durable as skiwear. where 
lifetime guarantees are 
common. 

California's Swag has one of 


£499 

Special Offers 
Chmstmas/New Year 

Enjoy an exotic Christmas/New Year holiday 

Has Ceylon Beach from £869 
TropicalVUbs Bold: excellent medium cb» hold on Sri Lanka’s 
southwest coast. Set in tropical gardens o nWn> nd »» bearin. Pool, 
bar. restaurant. Includes breakfast /dinner daily. /Unconditioned 
moms: tingarc bed, millibar, sitting area, shower/w. bakony/ienace. 
23 Dec 97 14 ms £1010 

30 Dec 97 14 nt5 £8fi9 


5 nls in Fas cinating Hong Kong from £649 
Stanford Hotel: excellent medium class hotel in Kowloon. Near 
local shops, markets, restaurants. .Air conditioned rooms: phone, 
minibar, TV, baiti/shower (single rooms: shower onh). \on«bincluded. 
23 Dec 'ST 5 ms £869 
29,30 Dec ‘97 5 ms £649 


6 XUS in Cuba £199 (indnding breakfast) 

6 ms in Havana. Cuba’s capital, the Caribbean's laigesi island. 
Marina Hemingway Hold: superior medium class hotel, set in 
delightful marina location. Rooms are artractmHy furnished, 
aircortd) tin tied, 2 beds (small doubles), fridge, phone. TV. hath/ 
shower and balcony. FREE shuttle bus to Havana (twice daily/ 
approx 20 mins). 

30 Dec "97 6nts £499 


Tie price bdodec Rm be Londuo. UK tfcja Ut nTES). Artocv'makaj sbovn. 
Trmfcrv Prices per person during turn Natiwfadrd: Lnaltfcptoa. 
Options]me £30.Hat*Baota^andnomqtpfc.Cabna. 
To book, telephone: (open daDy inc Sat/Sun) 

01306 744300 

Fax: 01306 744334 
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Snowboarders favour inexpensive resorts with sophisticated night life and pistes dedicated exclusively to their sport 


the most technical and eye¬ 
catching lines on the market 
but the expensive Swag outfit I 
bought two years ago fell 
apart after one season. Austra¬ 
lia’s BUlabong is moderately 
priced — the Colorado pull¬ 
over jacket costs £139 and 
Btllabong's full zip pant costs 
EU5. One of the few firms to 
offer a two-year guarantee is 
Chromophobia. My dunce for 
this winter is Chromophobia's 
55 degree jacket (£259) paired 
with the mountain pant (£189). 


WHERE TO GO 


S nowboarders rate resorts 
modi more idiosyncrati- 
caily than skiers da which is 
why top-ten lists of 
snowboarding resorts often 
appear unbalanced. Technical 
freestylers couldn't care less 
how vast the off-piste terrain 
is. They look for Pipe Dragons 
— very expensive, specialised 
machines which maintain the 
deep furrows and curved lips 
of halfpipes. But all snow- 
boarders love a party, which is 
why Leysin. Flims-Laax and 
Avoriaz — all resorts with 
limited mountain scope, indif¬ 
ferent snow conditions and 
unexciting snowboard parks 
— always get rave reviews. 


SNOWBOARD 

SWITZERLAND 

from 

£509 

ALL INC. 

fexcept ajaipmen & insurance) 

7-14 February or 
14 - 21 February only 

PLUSTRAVEL 

a 01712590199 S 


Snowboarders like to be treat¬ 
ed well, with lifts adapted to 
carry snowboards and with 
snowboard trails and parks 
dosed to skiers. Although 
Aspen Mountain. Alta. Taos 
and Deer Valley in America all 
ban snowboarders, no resort 
in the Alps does. 

The ISF ' (International 
Snowboarding Federation) 
has selected Saas-Fee in Swit¬ 
zerland and the Kaunertal, the 
glacier valley in southern West 
Tirol, Austria, as official Euro¬ 
pean training centres, mean¬ 
ing that from June to 
November these resorts guar¬ 
antee that halfpipes and 
boardercross parks will be 
open and well maintained. 
While Saas-Fee has had excel¬ 
lent conditions, the Kaunertal 
has not been able to open 
either halfpipes or boarder¬ 
cross so far this autumn. 

The ISF recently moved its 
PSA (Professional Snow¬ 
boarders Association) head¬ 
quarters to Davos, where the 
Jakobshom lift company has 
donated offices in the 
Snowboarders Palace, re¬ 
nowned for its inexpensive 
accommodation and party at¬ 
mosphere. Davos has huge 
open off-pisle freeriding ref¬ 
rain and competition-class 
halfpipes. The resort also of¬ 
fers snowboarders discounted 
package holidays and has one 
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of the top snowboard bars in 
the Alps, the Engefbar. 

Saas-Fee's superb glacier 
halfpipes attract Europe’s top 
snowboarders in early au¬ 
tumn, when the resort features 
snowbearder discounts. Pop¬ 
corn Snowboardpoint in Saas- 
Fee is a snowboard shop built 
into a bar/bistro, and perhaps 
the number-one snowboar¬ 
ders hangout in the Alps. 

Les Deux Alpes is also 
famous in the snowboard 
world for its October dan 
gathering on the glacier, and 
in winter for a varied terrain 
and wild parties. 

For off-piste freeriding in 
deep snow and down couloirs, 
snowboarders moke the same 
choices as daredevil skiers: 
Chamonix. Val disere. St 
Anion and Verbier in the Alps; 
Whistler. Red Mountain, 
Squaw Valley and Jackson 
Hole in North America. 
Verbier hosts an annual ex¬ 
treme snowboarding contest 
on the treacherous Bee des ' 
Rosses, where one snow- 
boarder was killed last year. 

American resorts have gone 
all out to woo snowboarders 
with mammoth adventure 
parks. Vail’s Eaglet Nest 
mountain-top park opened 
last winter featuring night 
snowboarding and state-of- 
the-art jumps and obstacles. 
Keystone, previously off-limits 
to snowboarders, opened its 
Area 51 park last winter to 
boarder aedaftn. Snowbird 
finally opened all areas of the 
resort to snowboarders last 
season Da as did Park City, 

Resorts with zero snow¬ 
board cred at least among the 
hard core, include Zermatt. 
Courchevel and Lech, not sur¬ 
prisingly three of Europe’s 
most expensive areas, with 
some of the least interesting 
snowboarding terrain in the 
Alps. 
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A ll the snowboard gear- 
mentioned above is avail¬ 
able from the Boarded Up 
catalogue (01932 569569) or 
from the following importers: 
Burton (01784 2S1000). Santa 
Cruz (0117 9556035). Flow 
(0115 9731001), North wave 
(0171-336 6666). Billabong 
(01656 771749), Chromophobia 
(0171-371 8229). ' 

Chalet Snowboard (01235 
767575) is a snowboarding- 
specialist but it is unbonded, 
which means your money is 
not protected if the firm gets 
into trouble. It has free Burton 
test centres and snowboard 
guides in Avoriaz, Moraine. 
Les Deux Alpes and Lake 
Tahoe, California. 

Crystal (0181-399 5144) offers 
two or three days’ snow¬ 
boarding escort service in ten 
resorts, dedicated snowboard 
holidays, and free Burton test 
snowboards in Chamonix and 
Kaprun. Thomson (0990 
329329) features free ski/- 
snowboard swap rental valid 
throughout the week, in all its 
resorts, and offers Thomson 
FreeRider snowboard escorts 
for two hours per day in eight 
resorts. Neilson (0990 994 444) 
offers snowboard escorts in 
four resorts and 
ski/snowboard swaps in cer¬ 
tain resorts. Inghams (0181-780 
4444) has no snowboard es¬ 
corts but offers a 
ski/snowboard swap pro¬ 
gramme, with some restric¬ 
tions. in many of its resorts. 
Airtours (01706 232324) does 
not offer snowboard escorts or 
ski (snowboard swap but does 
have a chalet in Les Deux 
Alpes exclusively for snow- 
boarde rs- First Choice (0990 
557755) has no snowboard 
escorts and its skl/snowboard 
swap is available only as part 
of a tuition* package- , 


Where camp 
means cool 

cams Gill learns to snowboard 


alongside other grown-ups 


WHEN, in the late 1960s. - too thick to fit inside them 
Harry Evans and his cd- So f ventured out with only 
leagues on 77ie Sunday knee pads (desirable) and 
Times defied impending wrist guards^essential). 


middle age and learnt to ski. 
they celebrated their tri¬ 
umph by writing an evange¬ 
listic skiers' manual. We 
Learned to SkL To roe and 
my males, lacking the par 
hence to attend ski school, it 
was gospel- 

Perhaps T should now 
write a sequel: I Learned to 
Snowboard. Which I did, 
after years of .finding ex¬ 
cuses. last winter. , like Mr 
Evans etal, I'm old enough, 
at 47. to consider .this- some¬ 
thing of.art achievement. 
Like them. I'm sufficiently 
hooked to want to spread the 
word. And now, as then, 
there is a culture gap putting 
people off. 

When Mr Evans was writ¬ 
ing. non-skiers were inclined 
to perceive skiers as elitist, 
snobbish and fashigri-driv- 
en. Now, non-boarding ski¬ 
ers' have boarders down as 
rebellious." undisciplined 
and fashion-driven. Oh, and 
irritatingly young. 

Which explains the ap¬ 
peal, to an expert- • • _L 

enced ■ . forty- 
something skier 
with wife, child¬ 
ren and mort¬ 
gage, of a new 
American idea: 
boarding 
“camps" for 
grown-ups, 
where you can be 
taught in small — 
groups contain- • ■ 
ing not a single teenager. 
Just the ticket Or “cool”, as 
we boarders say: . p 

I signed up for a Delaney 
Snowboarding Camp on the 
last two days of a short trip 
to Colorado, after a couple of 
days on-skis — having fun 
before die serious business 
of learning. 

The first-night rendez¬ 
vous in Vail was encourag¬ 
ing: comfortable soft boots 
with step-in bindings were 
issued, and . conveniently 


We were 
offered 
nappies 
to wear’ 


And so to Eagle's Nest, at 
the top of the lionshead 
gondola, where there is a 
nursery slope with soft snow 
and a reassuringly slow 
chair-lift. Once on the board 
I rediscovered the fear that 

as a skier I thought I had. put 

behind me for ever that of 
the fall line. 1 was reminded 
that nursery slopes need to 
be virtually flat. And I con¬ 
firmed that falls in the earfy 
stages are inescapable and 
painful. Especially without a 
nappy. 

And we weren’t falling as 
much as most Delaney 
camps provide you with the 
Delaney Quick Stick, with 
knobs on the end. which you 
can use to keep your balanced 
to prop yourself up. and to 
push yourself off the ground 
after a fall — not easy when 
you are hiring downhill. 

By the end of the camp, 1 
had dispelled the myth that 
boarding is more quickly 
learnt than skiing. Consider¬ 
ing that three or four of us 

_ were getting dose 

attention. from 
rate coach, our 
progress was far 
from spectacular. 

My observa¬ 
tion is that you 
make quicker 
progress at first 
on skis. But 
people tell me 
that once you can 
" handle interme¬ 
diate slopes on a board you 
can pro g re ss quickly to the 
point where you start to get a 
real buzz from the activity — 
a point that many skiers 
never really reach. 

On day twa most of our 
beginners’ group progressed 
from the nursery slope to 
green and blue runs. My 
own transition came late in 
the day, and may have been 
premature: before long,. i 
executed the textbook Flail To 
Avoid — backwards, down- 


short boards: What is more,’' hilL •and' on an appreciable 
the camp was composed as slope. I don't know at what 


promised, with people be¬ 
tween 25 and 55. 

I was one of 12 beginners 
making up two thirds of die 
group, the others ranging 
from near-beginners to one 
near-expert The group was 
male dominated, but overall 
the camps attract as many 
women as men. (There are 
women-only camps a couple 
of times a season.) 

Next morning did not go 
quite so smoothly: the huge 
padded “nappies" that we 
were offered to minimise tail 
damage were too small to fit 
over ray skiing pants, and 


speed my head hit the 
ground, but I get a headache 
thinking about it 

SO 1 ENDED day two back 
on the nursery slope, strug¬ 
gling to make sure (hat I 
came away knowing that 1 
can link a series of turns on a 
snowboard. I managed that, 
but only just I rode the 
gondola down wishing that 
it was a three-day course. 
But next morning I was 
woken by the bruises on my 
bum, and changed my mind. 
Next time, I will take baggy 
trousers. 


• Chris Gill edits Where to Ski and Snowboard (Thomas Cook, 
£14.99). Readers ofTYie Times can get a copy by post for £13.99. 
including p&p, and wilt also receive a free pair of Retro 
avalanche rescue aids, worth £12.95. Call 01273834227 to order. 

• Delaney Snowboarding has camps in VaiUBeaver Creek and 
Aspen/Snowmass th is season. A two-day camp with meals and 
equipment costs £290 excluding lift pass and accommodation. 
Call0013034436868;fiat0013034771077, or contact them at 
httpO/wwtv.delaneysnowboanLam. 


Down but not defeated: one of Delaney's students 


40% off 
Swan Hellenic 
Christmas and 
New Year 
Cruises. 


Exotic Yuletide Cruises in the Ear East 

14-28 Dec AN ORIENTAL CHRISTMAS 

Cf^/rau Christmas itt style sailing alone the 
Vkuamax torn from ficagfa 
27 Dec-IJ Jan, VISIONS OF VIETNAM 


Ho Chi Mink 
Sandy CaB. 


tip, Ulneraa. 
.aatnions mdnja. 

For details of Standby Fares call 

0171 800 2200 
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S The pleasures of pastures new 

^0{ Doug Sager 


V UJ Doug Sager 
explains why 
the country is 
unsurpassed 


" i rilbe Eiger is not for the 
I faint of heart. When 
I our Grindelwald 
JL guide suggested an 
. v ^ ascent, I did blanch slightly. 

V But this Is no-fear, no-ropes, 

‘ / • DO-risk climbing; we are going 
1 up the civilised, Swiss way — 
by train. A group of mostly 
." - - intermediate holiday skiers, 

• “■ we are Jed by the Eiger expert 
' Ueli Frei. 

Skis in hand and shoulder- 
i”g rucksacks crammed with 
CY' dimbing skins, bread, wine 

• v-,V and chocolate, we d amber 
- > V. sleepily on board the Jungfrau 

, Railway. The Grindelwald 
- platform is jammed with Japa- 

• . . nese. On beard, the seats are 

-:jp packed with ample American 

• :. x .‘ bottoms. Tourists from all 
,• over the world join us on this 
Y. 1 - eariy-moming run, and Why 

not it is probably the most 
,'Y; stunning sightseeing journey 
. , you can make anywhere in 
- • Europe. 

‘We pass right through the 
Eiger itself and eventually 
emerge at Europe’s highest 
‘•- :• railway terminus, the Jung- 
fraujoch station at 3,454m. 
Here are views over the flat 
crevasse fields of the 22km- 
long Alertsch glacier, the long¬ 
est in the Alps. 

• We click into our bindings 

and ski off from the top, die 
•• only ones to do so. It is possible 
to ski all the way down the 
Aletsch glad ex to the RhOne 
Valley. But Ueli has chosen a 
more interesting route. After 
die steep wall, of the 
. . . a Jungfraujoch we come to some 
. good powder fields en route to 
. the famous KankordiaplaG. 
But then it is time to adjust 
skis and bindings for a long 
dimb up to the HoUandia hut 
Prom there it is a romp of 
unbridled pleasure.. We ski 
'■ ~ easy powder slopes and then 
flatter pastures where the 
snow has transformed to 
spring conditions, the kind 
which begs your skis to go 
faster and forgives errors. 
Down the Lotsdien valley, 
past summer bams and centu¬ 
ry-old chalets, we ski _ . 

This is the jay of skiing in 
r Switzerland: uphilJ transport ' 
and .infrastructure uaparaK- 
leled anywhere in the world, 
downhill and cross-country 
touring itineraries through 
uninhabited or even true wjJ- 
% demess terrain. Even though 
it is expensive — the Griodel- 
wald-Jungfraujoch return 
costs £39 — it is worth it 
Upmarket tour operators 
daim bookings to Swiss re¬ 
sorts so far this season have 
•*; more than doubled. And Crys¬ 
tal is advertising the lowest 
Swiss prices for five years. If 
you have ever wanted to ski in 
Switzerland, that, thanks to 
currency swings of mare than 
30 per cent in the past two 
years, this winter is your 
chance. 




F rom Grindelwald the 
Jungfrau Railway has 
been running up to 3,454m 
since 1912. One wonders what 
the environmental lobby 
would say to such a proposal 
today. 

None of the Jungfrau resorts 
— Grindelwald, Wengen and 
Murren — have been blessed 
with deep snowfalls in recent 
years. But Grindelwald is a 
mountaineering centre with a 
heritage second only to Cha¬ 
monix. Wengen is a village 1 
adore. You arrive by train, and 
the village is small enoughto 
walk around on foot in min¬ 
utes. The hotels are old, and 
some even have libraries with 
19th-century English books. 

Murren is even smaller. 
Also inaccessible by road, it 
boasts the last word in kitsch, 
chocolate-box chalets- There is 
good skiing up on the 



Polo on the ice in St Moritz, where the skiing, classiness and location, overlooking the beautiful frozen lake of the Engadine, are unbeatable. Even its mountain dining is good 


Schiltham, but as in Wengen 
the mountains are more im¬ 
pressive to look at than to ski. 
There are few better resorts for 
arqbiQacc,.an# .^legacy of 
skiing tradition than those of 
the Jungfrau. Henry Luna is 
said-;, to, have. - invented the 
package ski holiday here in 
1910, and his son Arnold 
merits a statue in Murren for 
founding the Kandahar Ski- 
Club and slalom racing there 
in 1922. 
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S witzerland Tourism has 
commercialised its travel 
information and booking ser- 
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T hese two resorts are argu¬ 
ably the two most famous 
in the world. In my view, there 
is no contest; St Moritz is the 
winner, with better siding, 
more dass and even better 
mountain dining, never mind 
the Cresta Run and polo on 
ice. Where Zermatt is set in a 
dismal rocky valley with only 
the Matteriwrn to look at, St 
Moritz sits high on a sunny. 
shelf overlooking a frozen lake 
in what is generally acknowl¬ 
edged to be the most beautiful 
valley in the Alps, the 
Engadine. 

But there is no reason not to 
ski them both, connected as 
they are by the Glacier Ex¬ 
press railway with its new 
glass-walled observation cars. 
British winter tourists, the first 
in the world, were already 
installed in St Moritz the 
winter before Edward Whym- 
per made his ascent of the 
Matterhorn in Zermatt, since 
tljen the burghers of Zermatt 
have been counting on the 
Matterhorn to keep climbers 
of all classes coming. 

Exploitation is nothing new 
in Zermatt When the ruling 
burghers wanted to build the 
fiw«tar Zermatterhof Hotel 
last century, they passed legis¬ 
lation forcing every inhabitant 
of the village to put in hard 


St Moritz* .'l ITALY 



laboor. For years Zermatt has 
daimed all the lifts on the 
Italian side of the border in 
Cervinia, even though the 
Zermatt lilt pass did not 
include Cervinia’s siding. Now 
there is a true Zermatt- 
Cervinia weekly ski pass. 
Bought in Zermatt this six-da)' 
pass costs £151. Bought in 
Cervinia, but not covering 
those Zermatt sectors which 
you can only reach with 
ground transport, the Cervm- 
ia-Zermatt version costs only 
£ 122 . 


top-notch shopping. KJosters 
is a one-horse town, with a 
highway through it, but the 
people are friendly, and you 
can buy vintage champagne in 
the village shop. 


V erbiert skiing may have 
shrunk (see story below) 


-A Ithough Klosters becomes 
J r\ famous each winter when 
the Prince of Wales comes 
skiing, this area is far lesser 
known in Britain than it was 
in the days when Arthur 
Conan Doyle wrote of his 
pioneering ski tours there in 
1894 when Davos had 400 
British residents. Having little 
choice about when the roads 
would be open to leave, Brit¬ 
ons in those days stayed the 
entire winter. 

The Parsenn snowfields still 
have some of the best open off- 
piste siding in the world. True, 
Davos is a dty, bin one with 
charming lakeside views and 


V shrunk (see story below) 
but Verbier still gets my vote 
for most improved, and im¬ 
proving, resort in the Alps. 
Signposting, piste grooming 
and snowmaking on routes 
down to the village are now 
first class. Vie central square 
sports a new fountain and 
wide pedestrian areas where it 
was previously difficult to 
walk without being run over 
by cars. Unfortunately, locals 
seem to think the latter are 
parking areas. And there’s 
nothing the resort can do 
about tiie loud Britons whove 
been following Fergie to the 
Farm Club. But just wait until 
next winter — 1998-1999 — 
when the new Tortin eight- 
person telecabine starts run¬ 
ning. That will be when 
Verbier’s far sunnier skiing 
puts its only rival for the best 
easily-accessed off piste in the 
Alps — Val d’lsfcre — in the 
shade for ever. 


vices under the name of the 
Switzerland Travel Centre, a 
fully banded agency selling air 
and rail tickets as well as 
package holidays. For infor¬ 
mation and for the booklet 
Switzerland the Winter Para¬ 
dise ring 0171-734 1921: for 
sales ring 0171-734 4578. 

Mainstream tour operators 
have limited programmes in 
Switzerland. First Choice lists 
no Swiss resorts. Neilson 
(0990 994444) and Airtours 
(01706 232324) feature only 
Verbier, while Thomson (0990 
329329) limits choice to 
Verbier, Zermatt and the 
Jungfrau. Inghams (0181-780 
4444) has the most resorts. 12- 
Crystal (0181-399 5144) has 
tripled its Swiss programme 
this winter, for a total of nine 
resorts. 

In Verbier, Flexiski (0171-352 
0044) is the choice for short 
breaks, with hotels and cha¬ 
lets. Ski Esprit (0125 2 616789) 
has three non-smoking chalets 
there and the best child- 
minding guarantee in the in¬ 
dustry, while Simply Ski (0181- 
742 2541) has Verbierts widest 
selection of distinctive chalets. 

In Zermatt, Ski Scott Dunn 
(0181-767 0202) is the leader in 
luxury and service. Club Med 
(0171-5811161} offers lively, all- 
inclusive packages to five 
Swiss resorts. The Ski Com¬ 
pany (0171-730 9600) brings its 
royal standards of service to 
only one Swiss resort. 
[Costers. Powder Byrne (0181- 
871 3300) is the pre-eminent 
British firm in Grindelwald, 
with excellent guiding pro¬ 
grammes there and elsewhere 
in Switzerland. Kuoni (01306- 
742500) is a Swiss company 
booking holidays in 19 resorts, 
but with no in-resort service. 


NEW ZEALAND 


from 


£399 


return 


and put your foot 
down on an Austravel 
Self-Drive Tour 



Take to the dear, open roads and discover 
the breathtaking natural beauty of New Zealand 
on an Austravel Self-drive tour. 
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1 FLy BRITANNIA AIRWAYS DEPARTING: 

NOVEMBER 1 3, 20, 30 

JANUARY 1,8. 15, 25, 29 

DECEMBER 4. It, 18, 28 

FEBRUARY 5, 12, 22, 26 
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7 DAY SELF-DRIVE TOUR FROM £307 
PER PERSON INCLUDING ACCOMMODATION 


Verbier tumbles from the summit 



SWITZERLAND'S biggest ski area 
has shrunk. Verbier* Four Valleys 
skipass region this winter drops from 
first to third prace among Swiss resorts 
sklable on a single lift ticket, losing a 
quarter of its skiing terrain in the 
process, Doug Sager writes. ' 

For the first tune, Four Valleys 
ski passes will not include tite Tftwn 
and Champex-Lac sectors. Thyon has 
dropped out of the Four Valleys 
following a dispute this-summer over, 
revenue sharing. Champex-Lac has 
new owners who have removed it from 
the Four Valleys network. 

According to official figures released 
by Televerbier, the Verbier 
pany, a Fbur Valleys skipass wiU this 
year cover only 290km of pistes and 6S 
ski lifts. These new figures put 
Vet-bier's Fbur Valleys tiurtm see of 
Swiss skiing regions, behind tne m 
M oritz region - which claims 350 km . 
of pistes — and also behind ^ 
Kfosters-Davos region, which darns 
315km of siding. 




What is worse, 
an all-areas Four 
Valleys skipass, 
including the 
Mont Fort glader. 
will cost exactly 
the same this year 
as last — SF282 
(£123) for sit days. 

All British tour 
operators’ bro¬ 
chures continue to 
advertise Ver- 
bier’s Four Valleys 
as encompassing 
400km of pistes 
and 100 ski h'fts. 

Neither the Ski 
Club of Great 
Britain nor any of Verbier is now 
the top ten tour 

operators featuring Verbier contacted 
this week knew anything about the 
change- 

A spokesman-for Crystal, which'is 
promoting the opportunity to win a 


Verbier is nowa shrunken resort 


free chalet in 
Verbier this win¬ 
ter, said that call¬ 
ers booking 
holidays would be 
informed of Ver- 
bier's reduced ski¬ 
ing possibilities, 
and that future 
brochure addi¬ 
tions would be 
amended. He add¬ 
ed that no refunds 
on . prebooked 
Fbur Valles ski 
passes would be 
issued, since 
' Verbier has not 
reduced skipass 
brunken resort prices to match its 
shrinking terrain. 
Skiers dreading the Saturday chaos 
at Geneva airport will have a faster 
option to reach the resorts of Zermatt, 
Saas-Fee, Crans-Montana and Verbier 
this winter, • 


y 

l i 


Scheduled Crossair flights leave 
Heathrow at 8.35am on Saturdays 
from December 20 until March 28 for 
Sion airport. Transfers, costing £10 
each way, have been arranged from 
Sion to the above resorts. Return 
flights will leave Sion each Saturday at 
liopm. 

Savings in transfer times are dra¬ 
matic: 30 minutes to Crans-Montana, 
instead of two and a half hours; 90 
minutes to Zermatt, instead of three 
hours. Including airport taxes, return 
flights start at £168. Some Saturdays 
are already fully booked. For flight and 
transfer information, cali the Switzer¬ 
land Travel Centre (0171-734 4578). 

If you must brave Geneva airport on 
a Saturday, it is at least easier to reach 
now that Neilson (0990 994444) is 
chartering an extra 220-seat Airbus 
321. The plane will fly on Saturday 
afternoons from Gatwick to Geneva on 
certain dates from the new year. 


Rck up ynur Avis rental car in Auckland, 
the stunning Dty of Sails home of the 
Americas Cup, and after an overnight in 
an hotel you're ready to head off east 
to the Coromandel peninsula through the 
Bombay HBIs. 

Take a picnic lunch at Driving Creek 
Railway before spending the night in 
Coromandel. 

Wake up to golden bays end the 
sparkfing Pacific Ocean and spend the day 
swfenming, relaxing and watching Dolphins 

at play. 


bi the morning continue your drive on 
to the Maori heartland of Rotorua 
New Zealand's geothermal wonderland 
and spend two days discovering the hot 
thermal spas and giant trout springs. 

Next day you'll venture undergrotmd 
to explore the amazing gtow-worm grotto 
at Waitomo Caves, before finally making 
your way back to Auckland. 


This is just one of the many ^5 
Avis Self-Drive tours 


available from Austravel. 


0171 734 7755 


50 Conduit Street, London W1R 9FB 
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MANCHESTER 
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Ski insurance, page 51 
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Few ripples on this 
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The dugout ferry service from the Nicaraguan mainland to the Solentiname Islands, 30-odd islets of pine and balsa trees peopled by artists and craftsmen, fishermen and farmers. Below, a girl selling berries 


“ ome siay with me.” 

M the fat man 

M ordered, squeezing 

my thigh. “I am 
very famous on the islands. I 
know everyone." He hadn’t 
shaved in days and smelt like 
rotten vegetables. “Well?” he 
slurred, as the small ferryboat 
pitched again suddenly, hurl¬ 
ing passengers against each 
other. “Is decided?” 

I grunted, as non-commit¬ 
tally as I could. Tile truth was 
that I planned just a couple of 
days here, and was looking for 
a guest house, somewhere 
agreeably anonymous in 
which to hole up and rest. 

■The Solentiname Islands, at 
the southern end of Lake 
Nicaragua, sounded like a 
rare haven in this rough-, 
edged country. Though they 
had played a crucial role in the 
Sandinista uprising against 
the Somoza dictatorship in the 
late 14705, they were now. I 
was told. Nicaragua's answer 
to On Golden Pond — 30-odd 
isleLs of pine and balsa trees, 
peopled by artists and crafts¬ 
men, fishermen and farmers 
— and were friendly, hospita¬ 
ble and relaxed. 

The only problem was rhat. 
as we came closer, my would- 
be host became more and 
more forceful. “You will come 
with me. There are no hotels 
here. You have no choice.” 1 
looked around the boat, hop¬ 
ing for assistance, but the 
other passengers averted their 
eyes, feigning interest in their 
sacks of vegetables and rice, 
brought over from the main¬ 
land four hours earlier. When 
we landed on San Fernando 
island and the fat man aligh¬ 
ted. shouting at me to follow. 1 


The Solentiname Islands, at the southern end of Lake Nicaragua, have emerged from the 
Somoza dictatorship to become a haven of peace, says Edward Marriott_ 
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greater. Though she, like other 
islanders, lived in a simple 
wood and corrugated iron 
shack, and bathed every 
morning at the lake shore, her 


kept my head down. Eventual¬ 
ly. after an interminable wait, 
we pulled slowly away. 

“So where do you think 
you're going to stay?” said die 
driver, a young man in a 
bartered sombrero. He poin¬ 
ted at the empty boat: every¬ 
one had disembarked: in my 
determination to avoid the fat 
man's hospitality. 1 had given 
no thought to where I would 
end up. 

“There’s no guest house?" 

“Well. no. There’s a hotel, 
but there are no guests and it’s 
closed.” He paused: a cormo¬ 
rant passed low overhead, a 
glop of guano just missing the 
tow. "1 know," he said. “Why 
don’t you stay with me?” 

Jose Pineda, my host and 


Sunshine and Sanity 



r he natural serenity of North Cyprus is at the heart 
of her unique character. The winter months are 
the ideal time to visit North Cyprus. Whilst prices fall. 
tempaatures remain high and the mild climate is perfect 
for exploring her varied landscape and historical treasures. 

Unhurried and unspoilt. North Cyprus is truly the 
spirit and soul of Cyprus. 

Cali 0541 55 56 50 for more details. 

TLJ NORTH CYPRUS 
_ 1 ■ * TOURISM CENTRE 

IJI9I IF 29 Bedford Square 
I I\J London WClB 3EG. 

A sanctuary of unspoilt beauty Tel: 0171 631 1930 



saviour, was an artist, who 
supplemented his living as a 
carver of balsa wood buds by 
running weekly ferry trips to 
and from San Carlos on the 
mainland. He was 27 and 
married with a one-year-old 
daughter. 

Every day we would eat 
together: rice and beans, the 
occasional egg. Every evening, 
while his wife and toby slept, 
he would He in his hammock 
in his underpants and watch 
his battery-powered black and 
white television. Programmes 
from Costa Rica, ten miles 
south, were interspersed with 
advertisements for shampoo, 
cars and packaged baby food 
— all unaffordable luxuries on 
Solentiname. 

Seven days, which had ini¬ 
tially seemed a formidable 
stretch of time, passed effort¬ 
lessly. For much of the day ! 
would wander the island 
paths, talking to whoever I 
met. listening to stories, ab¬ 
sorbing the islands’ explosive 

history. 

F or everyone. October 
1977, when islanders, 
men and women, at¬ 
tacked the San Carlos 
army base, was the defining 
moment in their destiny. Retri¬ 
bution swiftly followed[: 
Somoza’s soldiers were Itcli- 
enptered in, burning houses to 
the ground and destroying the 
library and church. Those 
who had taken pan in the 


assault on San Carlos fled to 
Costa Rica to return two years 
later when the Sand ini st as 
finally overthrew the dictator¬ 
ship. 

It is impossible now to 
envisage these pacific island¬ 
ers as fearsome, khaki-clad 
revolutionaries. Those who 


bore arms have now returned 
to the fields. Jos6, like many 
other men too young to partici¬ 
pate in the San Carlos assault, 
was recruited into the Sandi¬ 
nista army in the mid-1980s 
and spent three years away 
from the islands, 
like every good Nicaraguan 



The renowned artist Rosa Pineda, in her studio 


socialist at the time, he was 
trained partly in Cuba. Now, 
he says, as we stride out across 
the island to collect chillies 
from his uncled chilli tree, he 
will never leave. “I run the 
ferry. I’m important here.” 

His army training and war 
experiences have also made 
him a good deal more cosmo¬ 
politan than many of his 
fellow islanders. 

His father was the 
youngest of 17 
children — Jose is 
one of 11 — and one 
afternoon one of 
his many cousins 
. explained to me 
marital relations, 
Solenriname-style. 

His wife watched 
us. mumbling shy¬ 
ly and only when 1 
turned to her. 

“You are faith- 
fill?” Jose's cousin 
asked me, when 1 explained 
that 1. like him, was married. 

“Yes. You?” 

"No man here are faithful.” 

“You have lovers? How 
many?" 

He giggled, turned to his 
wife. “Oh,’ he shrugged, "I've 
fast count." 

“And what about you?” I 
asked his wife, who didn't 
seem particularly perturbed 
by these confidences. “No, it is 
not allowed,” she said. 

The contrast with Jose’S 
sister Rosa, a well-travelled 
painter, could not have bean 


‘You have 
• lovers? 
How 
many?’ 
‘Oh, I’ve 
lost count’ 
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splendid a»d distinctive poin¬ 
tillist works have won many 
international prizes, and she 
spent ahe'-: final 1 * yeai$ of 
Somoza’s regime hiding with 
other Nicaraguan socialists in. 
Costa Rica. 

The future, she believed, 
depended on desarollo — dev¬ 
elopment — a .word which I 
discovered was . much in fa¬ 
vour throughout the islands. 
She said: “We are well known, 
internationally — people have 
heard of die poems of Padre 
Ernesto CardenaL who found¬ 
ed the artistic community on 
Solentiname — but we are still 
isolated.” And so. she says, foe 
answer is tourism. “Who could 
want to stay in a more beauti¬ 
ful place than this?” 

For foe Solentiname fisher¬ 
men — foe walls of their 
houses hung with jawbones of 
the freshwater bullshark and 
saws hark. both, until recently, 
abundant in the lake — the 
future is still more uncertain, 
and is unlikely to be improved 
by ah influx of tourists. In the 
1970s. foe islands had ten 
fishermen, one tells me. “Now. 
there are 70, and we are 
running cart of fish.” 

_ If this is the case, 

foe abundance in 
the past must have 
been breathtaking. 
One morning, in 
foe rain, Jos£ and I 
went fishing. With 
a circular, lead- 
weighted net, 
thrown, allowed to 
. sink, arid gathered 
in, we caught ten 
fish in as many 
minutes — enough 
_ for three meals. 

These were 
“machaca* with flesh like a 
juicy snapper, and which, 
salted and dried, form the 
fishermen’s main income. For 
me. they made a welcome 
change from foe endless rice 
and beans. 

All in all, foe most unset¬ 
tling aspect to the week was 
foe sight of the far man, lying 
in wait for me whenever I took 
foe pa* that ran near his 
houst I would wait until I 
could hear his snoring, then 
start to tiptoe past, but invari¬ 
ably he would wake with a 
start and yell lustily at me to 
stop. Hadn't I changed my 
mind? Surely I could spend 
just a couple of days in his 
house? 

When, each time. I refused, 
he would disappear to a back 
room and re-emerge with a 
rough-hewn pebble, the size of 
a box of matches. “Indian 
axehead. from foe times before 
Columbus.” His breath smelt 
like dead iguana. "Yours for 
twenty dollars," Even para¬ 
dise has its cowboys. 

• Edvard Marriott flew to 
Managua. Mia Miami, on Iberia 
courtesy of Journey Larin 
America (0181-7478315). 


NICARAGUA 


Who goes there: Hardy back¬ 
packers. Nicaragua Solidarity 
Campaign volunteers, mis¬ 
sionaries, a handful of ner¬ 
vous Americans. 

Getting the ball rolling: Nica¬ 
ragua's embassy in London 

recently dosed, but foe Nica¬ 
ragua Solidarity Campaign. 
129 Seven Sisters Road, 
London N7 (0171-272 9619) has 
a good book service and offers 
sound advice. 

Perfect timing: The driest 
time (and the cheaper flights) 
is November to March, 
though foe Caribbean Sea is 
hot and wet all year. 

Suitcase strategy: Take: the 
lightest dothing — for cooler, 
highland areas, one swear- 
shirt maximum. Outside 
Managua, it is near-impossi¬ 
ble to buy items such as 
sun cream and chocolate, so 
take what you need. No goto 
English bookshops, so bring 
Graham Greene. Bring bade 
Flor de Cana rum. Nicara¬ 
gua's finest export, .and only 
£24*0 a bottle. 

The pound in your pocket 
Best to take travellers* cheques 
in US dollars; $1 is roughly 
equal to $1 Cordoba. Take 
some dollars in cash, toa as 
moneychangers are easier to 
find than banks. Visa is the 
most widely accepted credit 
card. Eating is cheap — 80p 
for chicken, rice and beans 
from a street vendor — as is 
bus traveh a 100-mile journey 
costs about £250. 

Turn of phrase: Unless you 
are on foe Atlantic Coast, 
English is next to useless. 
Learn Latin American Span¬ 
ish before going. Nicaraguans 
talk fast, dropping their.“Ss." 
So, ~mas despado, por favor 
(more slowly, please) should 
prove invaluable. 

Big .no-nos: Looking too 
American. : Ever since Rea¬ 
gan’s funding of the Contras 
during foe Nicaraguan rivil 
war, anyone wearing a loud 
plaid shirt has had an un¬ 
friendly reception. 

Nasty surprises: Managua, 
foe world's least likely capital 
city. Destroyed in an earth- 
quakein 4972.- foe centre of the 
old capital consists of large 
patches of open ground; of foe 
high-rises, only foe Hotel In- 


i 



An island church 

tercontineniaJ remains. 

Not to be missed: Lake Nica¬ 
ragua, foe largest body of 
fresh water in Central Amer¬ 
ica, and home to foe voracious 
freshwater bull shark. 

Dull but essential: A 90-day 
visa costs $10 on arrival at 
Managua airport Update all 
immunisations. .Malaria tab¬ 
lets considered essential. Con¬ 
sult your GP. 

Any good packages? package 
tourism and Nicaragua are 
not mutually compatible, but 
Journey Latin America (0181- 
747 8315) offers a 30-day escor¬ 
ted trip taking in Panama. 
Costa Rica, Nicaragua (six 
days). Honduras and Guate¬ 
mala, from £1,425 per person 
excluding accommodation in 
budget hotels and food (allow 
a further £600). Next depar¬ 
ture: March 14,1998. 

Way to go: Iberia {0171-830 
0011) flies to Managua from 
Heathrow, from £580; Ameri¬ 
can Airlines (0181-572 5555) 
flies from Heathrow from 
£667; and Continental (0800 
776467) flies from Gatwick 
from £696. Prices for return 
flights, including tax. 

Journey Latin. America 
(0181-747 3108) can also ar¬ 
range flights. Sample prices: 
from £541 with American; 
frmn £525 with Continental: 
from £562 with Iberia, exclud¬ 
ing tax. 

Edward 
Marriott 


Norway 
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William Hague and Ffion Jenkins should enjoy their honeymoon - paparazzi permitting, says Patricia Ford 


TONVSTOHE 



The Lake Palace in Udaipur is popular with honeymooners and celebrities. Roger Moore stayed here during the filming of Octopussy and the staff are stSQ talking about it 


T he news is out—William 
Hague and Ffion Jenkins 
are to spend part of their 
honeymoon at one of die 
world’s most magical hotels: die 
Lake Palace in Udaipur, in the 
Indian state of Rajasthan. 

But. first; a confession. Last 
month, on a tour of Rajasthan, 
land of the maharajas, 1 got sick of 
palace hotels — word, wonderful, 
so desperately inconvenient—and 
was thrilled to arrive at die Lake 
Palace and find myself in a 
thoroughly corporate room. Ber¬ 
ing? Not what purists expect from 
India? It was bliss! 

There were two beds — thank¬ 
fully there was just one of me—a 
wardrobe with proper hangers, a 
wondrous bathroom with more 
goodies than it's possible to men¬ 
tion here, a ginormous television 
where I could fall asleep to CNN,, 
having first feasted bn three kinds 


Romance is all the Raj 


of nuts thoughtfully packaged in a 
box and left on the coffee table. No 
dock though. Very inconvenient, 
that. My patch had packed up. 

Yet except for the view — 
shimmering Lake Pichola (how 
disappointing to discover ids man¬ 
made) a chugchug littie ferry and 
the Shiv Nftvas Palace Hotel, 
beyond — I could have been in any 
tup business hold in die world. 

I’m only guessing, mind — no 
erne’s telling — but I would expect 
Will and FEcm to be disparting 
themselves in the sumptuous 
Kush Mahal suite where the 
windows are made of glass mosaic 
and where, lying on the bed. you 
can see the reflection of the lake on 


die ceilin g. So romantic... or as 
the brochure less coyly puts in “In 
this well-loved room one can feel 
die aura of passion left behind by 
hundreds of honeymooners." (So 
good hick Will, and never mind 
the prudes whoVe been muttering 
that you’ve been banting your 
honeymoon before the wedding.) 

Wandering through the white 
marble Lake Palace is a dreamlike 
experience. Can this place be real? 
Water, water, everywhere, includ¬ 
ing a blue marble pool created, it is 
whispered, for the private frolics of 
a princess, slender carved col¬ 
umns, fountains, filigreed 
screens... 

One niggle. Why do the chaps 


who service the rooms arrive just 
as I’m stepping out of the bath in 
readiness for 7 JO dinner. On both 
nights! On a more positive note, a 
friend who had misguidedly 
opened her windows and was 
appalled to find, on her return, the 
room full of pigeons, had nothing 
but praise for the way they so 
efficiently — “gallantly", she in¬ 
sists — dealt with the intruders. 

Dinner at the Lake Palace is a 
treat On die first night we ate in 
their smart restaurant. Don’t 
laugh now — ifs help yourself. An 
army of silver tureens is laid out 
on white-clothed tables, each one 
dearly labelled, a nice touch that 
so that you can dip into whatever 


you like: fancy rice: spicy meat 
dishes; exotic vegetables, chutneys 
and so on. And, such a relief for a 
wino tike me, lots of decent wine. 
Should that be noteworthy? Yes. 
Rajasthan's not a wine-drinking 
state. Clued-up friends, I later 
discover, bring their own wine 
boxes. 

What is noteworthy is breakfast 
There’s almost as much choice as 
at dinner, including my favourite 
porridge, and orange and pineap¬ 
ple juice labelled “canned" for 
those wary of Delhi Belly. 

And what about the paparazzi? 
Can Will and his bride enjoy the 
Lake Palace in peace? I only ask, 
because no one asked me why I 


was climbing aboard the Lake 
Palace ferry or even checked my 
room number. And when J spent 
an hour by the pool 1 noticed a lot 
of day-tripperish people floating 
around and found it disconcerting 
to be peered at as 1 lay there in my 
bikini. 

But they Ye used to their celebs 
and one likes to think they guard 
their privacy well. Roger Moore 
swanned around here during the 
making of Octopussy and they’re 
still talking about him. Yet in spite 
of its beauty and sense of unreali¬ 
ty, the Lake Palace is not quite the 
mystical India of my imagination. 


• Cnaves Travel <0171-4879111) 
offers India tours, including a ten-day 
trip visiting Delhi. Agra and the 
Taj MahaLJaipur. Jodhpur and 
Udaipur, where two nights an 
spent at the Lake Palace Hotel. The 
price starts at £U82 per person 
including flights. 


Winter 
sun rises 
even 
earlier 


THE MAJOR package holiday 
operators brought out their winter 
sun brochures this week—for next 
winter. It is the earliest they have 
ever appeared — normally they are 
published in February — and 
operators are offering discounts 
for those who book during the next 
few months. 

First Choice has £100 reductions 
for couples as well as cheaper 
group prices and free child places 
for holidays booked before die end 
of the year. A spokesman said: 
“We'Ve decided to go early because 
increasingly people are booking 
holidays well in advance." 

Thomson is offering £100 off 
European holidays and £200 off 
long-haul trips under its Early 
Bird discount scheme. “We’ve had 
success with launching our sum¬ 
mer brochures early, so we're 
trying the same with our winter 
trips," said a spokesman. 


AIRTOURS, which has £100 re¬ 
ductions on holidays booked by 
couples before February 28, says it 
has found that one in four 
customers returning from holi¬ 
days immediately rebook the same 
■ trips for the next year — hence the 
need for brochures to be early. 

Travel agents, however, com¬ 
plain that launching brochures so 
far in advance causes customers 
confusion. A spokeswoman for 
Thomas Cook said: "It’s easy for 
people visiting our shops to get 
mixed up about which brochures 
are for which seasons. It's ridicu¬ 
lous to expect people to be plan¬ 
ning trips so Ear in the future.'* 

Another problem dogging travel 
agents is where to find space for 
the brochures, with wall racks 
already packed at most shops. 
"We're having to slock new edi¬ 
tions in a back room." said the 
manager of Sky Travel an inde¬ 
pendent agent based in Barnes in 
southwest London. 

Bur ABTA, the Association of 
British Travel Agents, which rep¬ 
resents both tour operators and 
travel agents, believes that the 
benefits outweigh the costs. A 
spokeswoman said: "The earlier 
people are able to book, the better, 
because it normally means there 
are incentives like cash reductions 
and free places for children." 


Tom Chesshyre 


DREAMING erf a trip to 
Mars? If so. the good news is 
that there is now a guidebook 
with helpful hints on the best 
craters to visit The bad news 
is flat there may be lfae odd 
flight delay — commercial 
flights are not expected for 
several hundred years. 

The Traveller s’ G uide To 
Mars claims to be the world's 
fust Mars guide book. Writ¬ 
ten as a spoof, it has sections 
on passport and visa require¬ 
ments. docks and calendars, 
nightlife and where to stay^ 

The publishers came up 
with the idea after the wide¬ 
spread publicity surrounding 


Take a holiday 
out of this world 


Tom Chesshyre starts saving up 
for a £200,000 flight to Mars 



The Sojourner Rover on cold, dusty, oxygen-starved Mars 


NASA’s Pathfinder mission 
this year and thought a hook 
would be “a bit of fun". 

The guide (slogan: "don't 
leave earth without it") is also 
packed with a considerable 


amount of serious astronomi¬ 
cal information. For example, 
a return trip to Mars is 309 
million miles and takes six 
months each way on a space¬ 
ship travelling at 59,300 mph. 


Astro-scientists have esti¬ 
mated that a return ticket 
would cost £200,000, al¬ 
though. at this stage, there are 
not even plans to send an 
astronaut 


The holiday would not suit 
timid travellers: temperatures 
drop to as low as -200P. there 
is practically no oxygen and 
the air is thick with a choking 
dust 


On the plus side, the book 
claims there are “rock festi¬ 
vals " and no shortage of 
drinking water, although H is 
usually frozen. 

Dana Facaros and Michael 
Pauls, the authors, received 
help from the British Inter- 
planetaiy Association so die 
astronomical facts should be 
spot on. 

A spokesman for Cadogan 
said: "There are Internet com¬ 
panies selling property on 
Mars now. Who knows, per¬ 
haps Mars travel is not that 
far away after alL" 

• The Travellers Guide to 
Mars (Cadogan. £4.09). 


Trials of a reluctant rambler 


I canY pretend J actual¬ 
ly enjoyed the trip," said 
Bill Bryson at a reading 
f A Walk in The Woods, his 
ew book describing his 870- 
lile hike along the Appafa- 
hian Trail. “We walked about 
si miles a day and were 
anstantjy knackered — by the 
rid. it was hell.” 

Surprisingly, given the 
normous success of his 
ooks. Bryson has always 
een a reluctant traveller. Last 
ear. he was the country’s 
est-selling author: Notes 
mm A Small Island — in 
rhich Bryson, in typical 
5 ngue-in-cheek style, 
escribes a journey around 
ritain — has now sold more 
lan one million copies. Need- 
ss to say, his Times/Dillons 
brum reading of A Walk in 
ie Woods in London last 
besday was a sell-out 
The Appalachian Trail 
retches 2 J 00 miles from 
feergia to Maine. “It was 
milying. One night I heard 
us strange noise outside my 
mt and discovered something 
tat looked awfully like a bear 
suing at me." he said. 

The idea for the trip came 
fter Bryson- an American 
ho has worked as a joumal- 
t in Britain (including a stint 
ii The Timed, recently moved 
ome from the Yorkshire 
tales to New Hampshire with 
is English wife and family, 
[is new house happened to be 


ANDYFLACK 



Just a regular guy: best-selling author Bill Bryson 


^November Departures^ 
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near the Appalachian Trafl. “I 

had bills to pay. so 1 decided to 
go for it," he said. 

Bryson’s hiking partner is 
Stephen Katz, an old school 
buddy who had previously 
joined him for a backpacking 
jaunt across Europe. This was 
written up in Neither Here 
Nor There, and Katz has since 
gained cult status among 
Bryson fans — mainly because 
of his comically-obnoxious 
personal habits. “I exaggerate 
his character for humorous 
effect” admitted Biyson. 

Some believe Bryson spiced 

up the characters in A Walk in 

the Woods. Particular doubt 
surrounds Mary Ellen, whose 
complaints about their ramp¬ 
ing gear and body odour 
prompt Biyson and Katz to 
ditch her. “She wasn't exactly 
as I describe her," admitted 
Bryson. “But after four days 
with the woman, it certainly 


felt like an accurate descrip¬ 
tion." 

Bryson is now considering 
his next book, possibly oo 
Australia. He says his favour¬ 
ite holiday destination is the 
Seychelles f*beauriful beadl¬ 
es^. and his least favourite 
Hammerfest in Norway 
f there was nothing to do"). 
His best bit of travel advice is 
to "take old dothes and ditch 
them when they get dirty". 

This week’s reading had 
Bryson’s fans in fits of laugh¬ 
ter and afterwards there was 
an hour-and-a-half queue for 
signed copies. “He’s just an 
end in ary guy with a wicked 
sense of humour," said John 
Lee. 24. from Guildford, 
Surrey, who was in the queue. 
"I can't wait for his next book." 
•A Walk In The Woods 
(£16.99, Doubleday) 


Tom Chesshyre 



□ MEET Mickey for less 
money until December 17. For 
£125 per person when arriving 
between Sunday and Wed¬ 
nesday, Paris Travel Service 
(01992456100) is offering three 
nights’ B&B at the Sequoia 
Lodge, entrance admission to 
Disneyland Paris for the 
length of the stay and return 
ferry crossing, or Le Shuttle. 


□ THE Maldives is getting 
even better. Last month a new 
luxury resort, Kuda Huraa. 
opened on its own island 25 
minutes by speedboat from 
Male’. Elegant Resorts (01244 
897888) this month offers sev¬ 
en nights' B&B from £1,160 per 
person including flights. 


□ STOCK up for Christinas 
in Toronto. Bales Tours 
(01306 884397) is offering four 
nights* B&B at the Delta 
Chelsea Inn Hotel flights, 
transfers, a tour of the ci ty and 

optional excursion to Niagara 

Falls for £399. 


□ EXPLORE Worldwide 
(01252 319448) is offering 15 
days in Egypt, including four 
days on a feDuca from Luxor 
to Aswan, the Valley of the 
Kings and a visit to the 
Western Desert from £495 per 
person. Departures Novem¬ 
ber 17: December 8,15 and 29. 


FLYING VISITS 


Dcportms: Monday jQNwwnber *ci Saturday NowefnberlS, 1997 
Invest anHafate pubfohed tens tor retwn trawl. 


Rout* Promotional Fare 


Flfpciblft Fare 


.from£58 Eastfet. 
(ex-Luton) • 


£199 Transavia 
(eeGstwicK) 


London - from £73 Easyjet 
(ex-Luton) • 


from £138 Debonair 
(e»Luton) 


BbmtogtuBa -£99 £M 
Copenhagen . 


£383 BA 


London- 

Dufafln 


from £38 R)«Aalr 
(e*Stensted) 


from £99 Ryanair 
(ex-Stansted/Luton) 


from £58 Eastfrt 
EXflu bargl i (ex-Leten) 


£198 BA 

(ex-H earth row/Gatwick) 


Manchester ^- £99 Iberia 


£810 Iberia 


London - ril r O BA 

Munich (ex-Heathrcw/Gatwlch) 


from £33B Debonair 
(ex-Luton> 


New York 


hom £178mw/£208*» Icetandwr £844 BA 
(ex-Heathrow) • (ex-Hea ttnwr/Gatwick) 


London -. 
Parle 


£59m*/£69weBM 

(ex-Heathrow) 


£218 BM 
tesc-Keaihraw) 


£126 Air UK/KLM 


£634 BA 


Iberia; 0171830 0011 
icelairtailr: 00.71388 5599 
Ryanair £>541569569 

TransavLE 01293 596650 


AaSae telephone/ismbem 

Air UK/KLKfc 0990074074 ' ___ 

BdtishAIrwBys (BA* 0345 222111 
British Mkttand (BM): 0345554554 
Debonair. 0500146200 

Eesyjeb 0990.2929258.; __ _ ... „ _... . ... 

Notes ■ 

» mw-trudweek: weeertend.. 

* Prices stawn In Die toTHwnd column we the tone* puMehedaxeuwon fares. 
Prices shorn tn the ittfMiandcahmn are the lowest avedobte flexible fates which 
do not tvqutna SahinNsr riffn surf and wWtfv m iw? cases, anew change.or 
csnosHlaa wwwut psraRy. In ak cases you aie advteed to check the restrictions, 
If anK when booking. 

* AwBaNBy £ rwsuarSfttBaCL 

♦Fares shown do not include ar*appBcable taxes or wonky tees. - 


□ WALKING in winter sun¬ 
shine in Majorca is available 
through Headwater Holidays 
(01606 48699), 1caring Novem¬ 
ber 15 and 21 The eight-day 
B&B tour, based in PbUenca, 
costs from £496. 


□ SEE red-breasted geese, 
pygmy cormorants and great 
white egrets on a birdwatch¬ 
ing holiday in Romania’s 
Dartabe Delta and Black Sea 
coast organised by Nature- 
trek (01962 733051), The trip 
departing November 22 from 
Heathrow, costs £895. 


on November 29 can buy a 
package to indude one night’s 
B&B die night before, match 
ticket and coach transfers to 
Wembley. Available for 
£99.95 through Superbreaks 
(01904 63897^). 


□ CHRISTMAS Day on a Sri 
Lankan beach is available 
through Unjjet (0990 336336). 
which is selling a two-week, 
all-inclusive holiday in 
Beruwela from £965, leaving 
December 16.’ . 


□ FIVE nights in Bangkok 
has been reduced to £499 in 
November with Qantas Holi¬ 
days (0990 673464). The price 
indudes flights, transfers and 
accommodation. 


□ RUGBY fans who cannot 
get tickets for Wales v AD 
Blades at Wembley stadium 


□ PAGE & MOY (0116 250 
7116) has several good offers 
tins week. Two weeks’ room- 
only at a three-star hotel in 
Montego Bay, in Jamaica, 
departing November 17. costs 
£379. A week’s room-only at a 
three-star hotel in Malaga, 
departing November 16, costs 
£139. 


Joanna Hunter 


New for 1998 


‘Indiia&Beyond’ 

hofMoys mid'individual tours to. India, 


j : Pditis£an,Sif tdhkay Ifiepal, Tibet and 
(’ i- : r• - S' s ^^Middiyffs. ? 

• • * ..-V’ .• - V. : \ ' 


"■ ■ iii'-.'i' * , ■ 

‘Latin America’ 


A series of group and individual tours 
throughout Central and South America, 
including the reintroduction of Cuba and 
Venezuela. 


Prices from £865 for the 
10 day Cuban Experience 




‘Middle East 


■. Discover the a ncient lands of 
- # '' Jordan, Syria, Lebanonl.fsrael ■ # 
Yemen andOmdn. 1998also features 
X ari e&emded Rgypt crime programme: 


Priees from £745 for the 

k — • « ■ v ’ " . 

~ ; 5 fey £*o^ Weekend 
etra 


For your brochure or information on 

tailor-made itineraries call: 


0171873 5025 


Or write quoting ref: EK081197 to: 

Cox & King? Travel Ltd, 
Gordon House, 10 Greencoat Place, 
London SWlPlPH 
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TRAVEL 


TO ADVERTISE CALL 
01714811989 (TRADE 
01714814000 (PRIVATE 
FAX: 01717S2 782* 


USA & CANADA 


EAST ANGLIA 



Sw.0 




* 


MB Iran £17DO. m u 
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HOLIDAYS AFLOAT 


LONDON 


BH» Tafc 01*1 451 

to 0181 469 4422. 


NEW FOREST 


WALES 


great value qnaitt? 
One 570 In WWtoa 
4487M gac 111) 


YORKSHIRE 


[ AMAZNE Vato* Mm cot- 

, 017S4°7c5!§n 


COTTA 


mvijmeso. 



Tbc wtieKdHa&ThrCtoubof 
Eogbad & Woks, die Bnrab. 
Tima fitWryi Fob and ScnfamL 
ftee i a ib m brochure. 

Phone 01502 5Q2 602 

Qrow 8742} 


NORTHUMBRIA 


M2B* nhn Hntbra 

sap"*-wg,“s 

tm 0I7B6 702232, 

I SKAT VALUE oaallty eat t ag a a. I 
On 180 In Noxttraab ‘ 
01282 445721 OJC 1180 


PEAK DISTRICT 


HEAT VALUE qaaltay CMM9M. 
Onr 250 In da rank DtaqteJ 

01382 448721 qiinrr i 


■EAT VALUE maun mnn 
o n aa o in ihandn.ouBi 
448721 OJC 1Q1> 




son 


Km Bowl 01904 434844 


name an c* 

SK'CLHIE 


AIRPORT PARKING 


SCOTLAND 


EIRE 


Subject to auaUiBiy Departures between 1st Nov- *97 and 31H Mir. '98. Orlando hdodcs return Mini 
ftgfts sod *dl drive between HtanM md Ortmdo, 7 rights 1 KranmotoHoo In Oriaado sad car hire, toted oa 
2 adrits during. Man! ktefades return Maori Md Car Mre. Al car hire excludes IDW/SU. taxes 
and sordurgea. Single ioppk»e o ti and urea and coodflotn apply » porWQjhi Hoftfeya Megadata broctorc. 


U.K. HOLIDAYS 


English Country 
Collages 

Ah ukwalled 
choke in England^ 
Iwdieit areas. 
Free 430 page 
colour bfOchare. 
Kmc 

(0990)851111 
QUOTE EJOM OHM 



T 

Jut fir dm ditacnrmg 

bnn * - - ■ 4—a—-v 

nw ihih in iwnf 
350 caSacM West 
CmAj cottages 

I 0t326 565555 

MWMn'thn.vak 


M9CAWAYS Coctagss of DtaUnc- 
«ha a. aw a Ham of Mnd 
Bromb 01747 828000 


[TRAVEL CONTINUES I 
ON PAGES 32 & 33 


i k. wii i:mi;kai.i> 


/ i-/faoY //i/u/aV, 




■ U SHl il Inr-nrLwn Ma p Ftm J 

AITOlCbI Bro 01823 681000. | 


Take a 
Bnearh op 
Fxesh Erne. 

We OFFER i magical 
choice of delightful 
holiday properties in 
Cork, Kerry, Clare, 
Galway and Mayo. 
From a convened 
I coach house to a castle. | 
Free foil colour 
brochure. 

[RING (0990) 8511661 
Quote gmzjs <24 Hn> 

O* Write To; 
CouNnur Cottages 
In Ireland, Defl GMZV5, 
P.O. Box 18, Earl Shuton, j 

UX3SIEALE98ZT. 


UUUSM Vhlna Scnlan 
naa Maw UM pnga fen 
<rS5& 702280 


cro« cottage In 2_ 

ahem Loch Fyzas. 1 dUtl lata, 
on laltam 0171 387 8184 


SOLCtarHCfcoWaTbanw _ 
a s. AH mod earn. Mh hK 3 dra 
Pram £3SO. 0131 8472230 


Om SSO to_ 

44B72.1 CL1C 1Q8> 


[HEATHROW SUE 

| ntamLAHpn 
dn>.Mncfeatgal 

100 dan} Sacon 

0181 813 8130. 


OVERSEAS TRAVEL 


AFRICA 


lain vtowa, br 

bar *96 to 2ad J 

par day. Tat i 


10th ; 


CMfTWHH «THta,«g : 
bHHHH.»!MLOI 
I 01326 448388/ 42471* 


OVERSEAS TRAVEL 


( HR 1STM \S 

in mi: si n 


Florida A ABOmUSA 

Canaria, Madcba & Shu 
Ootv, Koala, Gambia ftSd Lanka | 
Cmbbcm ft ftr EH 
RjBhfttfHatebMptaftKafe 
FOORWAYS TRAVEL 
01819970285 

RmduiAr 

■ ATOLfeoUtta. 




FRANCE^ 

■ tuacA. a tana I 

■ group at gttts. 

MUTEMTf 0MBT EMMay* 

■ Gttas, v-fllaa ft HOB MAnt 
1 0181 441 

feosiKunS 


DOROOCMEAJtrr Btatab. »■ 


PORTUGAL. 


ass? 




n ML 01189 402420 




Simply g o 11 


filbrJ 




Travel 
Insurance 


Prcferenti.'il Annual Price... 
from only £40 


01702 42 33 93 




HOSEASONS 

Country 

COTTAGES 


HmdficliHl cooatps 
throughout Britain. 
Coastal and countryside. 
Free colour brochure- 


Phone 01502 502 603 
Quote C4579 


LODGES 

& Holiday 
- parks 


1 Briab/t-mSrx thtAc*- 
Ikptaqftr 
Iradom-or bobby 
pozlu with tndoor 
F pnch and rienzv Bo do. 
|f p9PBF Itercoinorbrochure. 

Phone 01502 502 601 
Quote H1852 




Hand-picked cooases 
rinuughotX Scotland. 
Coastal and co un tr y side. 
Free odour brochure. 


Phone 01502 502 603 
Quote C4SS0 


in. 

ExCETtlONAL holiday 
properties is the most 
xacaxm] areas of Scotland. 
WHSMG8HDQIUII 
RING (0990) 851133 

QUOTE SU29C u* Hn) 


SOMERSET & AVON 


| MUMLV XMAS7 ConaM baza 
BlnUoai usiiSwiMi (12 | 
kaa TnzzwznO a faapa .10 
itlabia <xar Ctaztatmaa ft Nsa 
te. Tat 01823 443788. 


THE SUNDAY TIMES 

PRIVATE ADVERTISERS 

FROM CITY APARTMENTS TO. 
COUNTRYSIDE CHATEAUX 
s TO ADVBmBE PLEASE 

I can 0171 481 4000 6r fex 0JL71 782 7799 


“Will things have changed 
by the time I turn the page?” 

The thug about new ft ft never new lor tag. Bat LneOnt^ the inHliaUU 
kdonudon and fetonct anke always Its Oa Mat Sty New pasta nets 
sport md bumss stories (mmaonl the ukl and i*ditas than around 
Uw dodi as happen. Midi meats that kq* Uormed at any hsn 

Tty lineOneand Ac kderwt B8. Csi 0800 lit 21(L 


BA LEARICS I 

juramiAIazragiragaasSzHzMng] 
peat atea t&faah 2 a dna 
nit UDUBV B2D7S4 1 1 
| 01383 701124- 2— nfc M 

| hi. M 

ksttajona. 1 

Ete afllaaM 
kzraradlHlM 

■ 200207 CM»ro»> 

IniUMUStadfDkBSZm- 
| oftfei aaa, golf ft sandy My. 8 I 
raiw . IiIbiI l*rr " TTiuwa flu J 
B Sraft xffoiTl 838 1042 I 

fill one A lane fa aftouaa In.B | 

■ wallad acraa. Ira UkoiMa 
Oaa tote. 40R pool, 4 
badnoa (3 azz^atra) raid > 
■onLlbrmOnM.Taio^H 
(OO) 334 S7 44 48 23 Or tec 
(00) 336 I I ll ' Ml III M 

KtULB—A tons nzaraTJI 

outlook ft azzza M ali Vj 1 m I 


tainJ Ouan 7 day*. Ctab Ka- 
>ran .BSldupi era (OISX 1 

234024 AtaTA <443 

nano nubha a cau ■ 

fleam*. Ma totem. Sanstl 

eoiz nti y ml zla *0taa abk whiu 

330128 GMBztSl AUO V4424X 

CANARIES & MADEIRA 


rift 

flW HMWCI OnBCy rOlaa ftwt- 


31040 


[ LKF003. 


OVERSEAS TRAVEL 


! NinUBM. ft 

. AWA 8I43X 


TA wcr/IEtm TSA'J^U(~S 

Portugal- 


Elllid^r properties In 
the most 
dehghtfol 
areas of 
Rgrtngd. 

ManywtUi 
pooLInsel 
fisHlHIga - 
anHable. 
nEE COIOQR BBOOnSE 
BING (0990) 143682 
qOOTEBEFPUf 
mid aon m aioucn 



TVavel as many times 
as you like from 


With our annual travel 
insurance you can take an 
unlimited number of trips, 
lb otrol, call between Sam 
and 8pm Monday to 

reference TIQ31. 0800 700 737 

CbMo. ezsbramz rai dkftffitr bsutataazu Jpp* Pfetey lm» <n>l Ctralwaab■«» 
mtaH*e in matt Amen Eanos Stfnn tanp# Ltanttcd a ra azirperdoB 
ja i taacd A—* abi mW nrmndtict _ 



Insurance 

Services 


FRANCE 


uhhl 120 coastal ft ml Ina 
tftma 01922 729705 ATT0L 


RUSSIA_ 

MaML 

raw™ OHM DtTtft- 
ai&NGB 0181681 3412 ATOL 


| KMUUSnUEMrvBW daato 
Mom a 

| 0 S pool 


PDUUME VACANCIES XovaZr 
Illinois* to Uto Mtay. Cbn- 


bazyalewB J 

m -nan IN 

TeVttax 01132 404984. 


1 ■»nto. 


CORSICA 


BOmiCAN PLACES Wa apactaUaa 

to Cmtocn. Lnalr v-fflbn «fek 

pool, oouagaa by raa aaa, madl-. 

aid zHtagi bo o— , oodblly 
nalacMd feonk Vara Ataadh 
paand Mirks. ATOL 2447 
AITO 1U 01424 440044 m 


CARIBBEAN 


OVERSEAS TRAVEL 



I AAAH CtNUU Inutdui 
Mwftsta . Tal 0181 
ATOL 2429 


E i aolour I 
1 84121 


*a»zaalMM Irate aaras* kaa at Malm 


I emenr jtoNt im 

TOBX ■» I***- 1 * 

doa/ Ataitoua lONT kMk ft 
nil »■ £1179- 

ftneft araa ATOL, 
>0181 977 9488 


The finest sdoaioa of - 
corona, fiui nho uscs md 
v31at with poob 
E)o n ihc French do_ 
-ibrdEafr 
Nwr 1998 ooimr bfodmzs 


QUOTING DRTO05 

01282445 004 


Om 


the sdndayumes 

PRIVATE ADVERTISERS 

FROM COTTAGES TO CASTLES... 
To adveitise in UK Holidays please call 
0171 481 4000 
or fax 0171782 7799 


asm;?- 



D>f>W«2.i 

smfaftNU 


COTSWOLDS 


| ARBOUUIBl Oo mf b i ^ H ighly Oobd> | 

i 

| unai nwi taaa n ttara nm I 

sto paop la . (Htfrnl, Cotswuldn. 
Suanfoad. CoDaet “ 

Mtoan v atapdR. Ifawsdr eam^ | 
dittooad an. manatt ■ 
sa r rtoa 8a Bones <Utaa£| 
TaUCmc01849 340447. MofeUa 
037P 888214. _ 

| STRAtRMD Fbr Ora dtecrant 
tux easts to bona cost. 


^&sa\ 


Wish y®u were here? 

Experience the great Laam iho art of towig. 

outdoors, make your way taka a trip down memory 

to Eads Court between lane to look at classic 

2B November and 7 December caravans and sae the latest 


DORSET, HANTS. 
& LO.W. 


rtaana lft Tlsli 01308 ■ 

GffiAT VALUE quality c 
Orar 220 In Doan. 
445721 CLBCl 091 




Over 175 exhbitars era 
showing the latest in cawana. 
mototionws. haWay homes, 
camping ecyjyxnent and 

reformation from dubs and 
associations, and hdp o kdng 
tie perfect spot for next summer. 


styles from the continent 
On the Fibre 1 Centra 
Stage there wfl be workshops, 
qwaes and advice sessions 
as weH as celebrities 
Gh« yourself a break, 
rail the ticket hotfcne on 
0171 373 3733 now. 


Cafl tin ticket Mbs so 1171373 3733 V ■ IRE EUMfNfi 




|V» RSCBST Id Dasaai. EtaOUab I 
Cooacry Crata paa. T QWW 
881111. KEF ni222S 

NOVEMBER 
SPECIAL 

J NIGHTS FROM £79 
Bed, BzaaHfes ft Erantat Mori 
Lagp: rcaferal feral, zaaazamaeo 
■sdoarpral.jiraal.siBU 
-FREE CAR FERRY* 
SmdmqbmHrad 
Softral. Sradm. Uc of Wqb 

Td: 01 983 406655 


EAST ANGLIA 


With these prices it is 
almost like C^krisrtmas coming 
a little bit early. Hooray; 




% • . 4 , tv •+ 



Paris £69* 
Brussels £65* 
Lille £59 


0345 303030 

or see an appointed travel 
agent or railway station. 


91447 721203. ■ 


GREECE 



AM MO 01422 : 


ITALY 


DOftT WALT TftJL 79081 Sscota 
| ywaauraimmtaasranft 
taa«a a aaia c d rai at Haanzltnl 

toarfzuiraaafc. 


SPAIN 

l r. i, ,-,T~ A/a Tara. Sky 
TV, Bps 4, Golf, Tamils, Wstk- 
Ina. Baaaad POOL 22/12- 
S?cwa TatOlTtS 774747/ 

01494 S3323Z<aram aWtaM 

! los —Oft r «u> mbsmu. lb 
dac 4 bad, 4 bsdi vllu, own 
pool ft gdu. tat baaek data. Aran 

Kt omrnnam. 0181 387SS88. 

KIIMII Los Hotasaras. Lb 
tacMadft 1 taro] zflb. Hips 6. 
DnEtOag Lax now ttara 
Mutt. Baauc gdn. Ma kL Ba r- 
oaln EaOQpra. 0171 9263217 

RMJA8 GoW Nrar tan 2 bad/Xbadi 
apL A/C 2 pooto. AzwOalda now 
fr £2SOpw. 01494 8177 39. . 

p— nBimtiu, “ “| X 
I mvBUjnF I 

spacv 

Traditional 
fartahauam, cottages, 
apartments and 
Tillage houses in 

countryside Spain 
and Portugal. 

Many with pool, 
m colooi BBocmmE 
RING 

(09901X43682 

QUOTE- 
REFESOS9 
Anoeowmo 
mam 


WohtxxId or erf hcMhrta 
heftJayatoftAftflitor 
- ImiDMasarti torn SS89 
■oak «Mi Cartkttnoft Book 

wOi m toadha spudaM. 


FRANCE 


PROVENCE 


A superior choice 
of traditional Ftendi 
hofiday properties. 
iRMoapqRBaMnre 
RH1G( 


■■«U rid jock la Mq M — ■ - — 

S SPECIAL INTEREST 


misji ji 


tiesr*' 


HOLV OH ft HATE. Fan, food, 

wltaaft czztxzna. An aussiislidim 

■■•k In Itaai IhmIIihj SfczT 

CUofear i lraaua aad no 

■act raasal Tel/Fax 012 

359231 ot 01373 800227 






iTUKMnWrax 
ft p Uus a . W taw a t 

«S.Bnd»re O 


__ JOl 

| m-LADf 

The I 
Travels 


17«ta C 





C.AiUii’RLL i r\I.V 


|Country VBhs&ApanmeMs| 
Charming lodman: Hottb 
City Apa r t m e n ts 
Eady Boobing Discount 
1998 Brodrare Onr Now 

01293 552277 

|A8nVD777 flOlMMl 


nfedGnapil 

oisir 

ScM 
018174^3108 

01618323441 


S=f4S 


iAHMSCHa*—* 


e u r o s t ci r 


’Santxutl Stmt mutarrir naxrtz. 'farri 'Be.-TTa*, taut atdadr Sac tz^kr awaj. MkU bepaduatd Jiapm adetaa. Natt-ex ck uigraUe. 
Sm-nfimlMr. Subject W apofobiHif. ndUwuQ i5 Dtamktt 1997. Cdtti tkarged at leal rate. AO coBr art wumitorrlfor eputBtj: 


TUSCANY 



EIRE 


SHROPSHIRE 


CITY BREAKS 


WINTER SPORTS 


SKI CALIFORNIA 
FROM JUST 





\ 

MOUNTAIN 
OR LAKE TAHOE 

Flight, hotel, car included. 

Book r.ow end kids UMDSR17 
Qualify for 50% discount 
on Los 


! 6 . 


*81*4890 ■ 


English Country 
Collages 

A.1 UNUVALUD 
choice io Nurfulk 

and Suffolk. 
Free 4 To pige 
colour broefanre. 

Ring 

(0990) 85HZ1 
REF EMM <2<Hn) 


CORNWALL A DEVON 


C099Q) 134947 .7 day psosauai 

raratoa 9 — - 9 tuu 
I AVAJLABE now 1998 BHdnzra I 


■ 01271 813777 

| AWAaWO Tahra Daroa corrago. | 

Naw 

\ Til iisWTaane cotts. Slpa 

I and Now Tsar to 

Coaacnl Mna Dam. Log On 




1998 Om ABSOUJnLY MMLOUB Gao- 


01502 S4Q 484 <24 taral 


EMERALD COTTAGES 


I MU2MCWUE- 

7 near hhe 

■KLURVEMDCZb 

«m m*tt of 2 plus aun 
I Cone, Karry, Camay. Mayo. cure. 
Lfenenek. Mdoow. waterfanf. 

wetfom. Tipperary. Donegal. 

SHOO. OfMy ■ RoKeamrean. 

' 199a mOOCUM - OUT MOW 


CHRISTMAS AND 
NEW YEAR 

I ACTIVITY Ckiisuuaa aad 
bar bnafet - Aeon ActM 
Bmdm Tafc 0143200083. 


£199 


I 017S6 I 
>702241, 


^ft^ttorgelmgratal 
npantaanUnKrcra 


WALES 



LAKE DISTRICT 


sottaguL Si* 106 
.0X754- 


too- 




01271 81S078 

C o ctxM m. Ores 300 | 
co utaaas to —a «W 
tarjdw dlscaxa- 
01326 066666 
I FOnKATHO C a T a t aaza C2Mar- I 
■“ By *• mb ton *un 
rarnfoTrsM a huoss, s^pU|. 
•tows. Mbs 11 t cot no 
SWIH72 680012. 



25— aqzdp botlday - 

Q aton aa aafl Saw Tranr arafl. 
Bto^ftolw asm an braaka 
Braefee01539 447364 A n 

walcoaw nan.. 

cuniMft comum. aoo 

La k a tow a wwagas. ETE 
toapactsd, abort bL Xmas ft 
Maw 1taa*a*alL 01228 899950 

OHEAT VA1UE nuHty ootrxgra. 
OjjwOTO' tolba Lata DUc3cl 
O iaai 44S791 fljie ios> 


IAKI DISTRICT W elcoa a CA- 
toato- .Hoi off to PHM ra» 
15*98 bast arer csbw taweta. | 
gut nowfl 0I7B4 7Q22QB 


CORNWALL & DEVON 


inmfl iQiodld 
Log fbaa. I In— j a a ra to ad. Mas I 
wbu Brea. Ctafl Ito Colour | 
UwJuui Quslllf 
01348 837871 

I aowm IdytUa 17C Dratahsusa I 
•tow ananUa DBftB £27 Lie 
Bis AA boob 01269 B98640 
XMAS/ NT Labs at 40 
was top Baas 40yds ■ 

Ms* Brora 01437 Si 





PRIVATE ADVERTISERS 

To advertise in UK Holidays 
please call 
0171 481 4000 
or fax 0171 782 7799 


"A superb sdeetton of quality 
j duroder cottages in the 
PfauIsi Aeshire Coast IM aH o n al 
! Park. Afl properties furnished 
' lo lire zugnest standards. 

Ptame iw tafgas cotosr trokorp 

01239 - 881397 ^ 


PEMBROKE 

COAST 


|| Welsh Country 
Cottages 

An itouvaiied choice in | 
the best areas aTWatet 
, Fzec 68 ptar 
coiour brochure. 

EWG (9990) 851122) 
UT.WlBfljWSti) r 


cfi<>i ( r. Bcs( price 
Besi \ervi cc. 


^PAftlS-Eurostar and first two nights from 
£119pp. Extra nights from £15pp. 

AMSTERDAM-Eurostar and first two nights 
from £13 9pp. Extra nights from £20pp. 

ROME - FEghr and first two nights from 
£169pp. Extra nights from £2 Opp. 

BRUGES-Eurostar and first two nights from 
£129pp. Extra nights from £20pp. 

BARCELONA - Flight and first two nights 
from £217pp. Extra uights from £21 pp. 

For chy breaks worldwide call us on 

01817414443 

or visit your travel agent 


NO ONE COMES 
CLOSER TO FRANCE 

Traditional hofiday 

properties of character 
and quafrty In France 
and Corsica. 

Many with pool 

FSEE GOUXK BKXMK 
IBWC (0990)143681 

QOOTERKPU4 

UACAKCESEH 
CAKMGNE 


b-.-it d-i. 


TmiStiooalfinohmaet, 
riBat aad apartments 
i Itafyb prettiat nghjm. 
bw oouna brocbqu ik 
( 0990) 143683 Qaonn hu 

W>NZE IN riAUA 


Sanpjy Uk beta br taOared 
Uidajik 
BOTSWANA. 

ZAMBIA ft MALAWI 
MOZAMBIQUE 
NAMIBIA ft ZIMBABWE 
SOUTH AFRICA 
TANZANIA 
TO: 0181343X83 
Fax: 0181343 3287 

See oui wdiailc 
bap^/www xAavangn.com 
OaddHonre. 

Arcadia Areaoc. /jjp S I 

LmdtolOZn 



t 


vice AKdtcb 

^uGxtttee. 

Tfc Aran RtmU i you fad 
to iraial kMqr cf a b«w prim 

Idwfcwebj w JhrDicaotorlW 

OUI FOB TOUR 

V8 PREVIEW BROCHURE 


QUOnNOCODB98IX 

ffaralJtoaAI —1 


| iAg igffstr 

j zqraib-ArawtfctotaViato 


CITY BREAKS 





, CJture tot TCI 


WO.ZBB 

ABTAV5US 


HOUR BROCHURE HOTLINE 0990 <137 227 



Italian properties: 

farmhouses, 
riUas and 
apartments m 

Tuscany Uwbria, 

Lake Garda, 

Sidly, Venice aad the 
Amalfi coast Many with 
I LmuiuiagjMoL2n»eJ 
\fidlitin available. 

| *RSE COLOUR BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 143683 

QOC7D6 1165 (k write w. 
lhatou la haha. Dept IIS. 
PQBarTQZS, 
fcaflwnjfi.RffiO/r^ 

VACANZE 
IN ITALIA r- 


MALTA & GOZO 


-— L«renO 120 *T' 


£»prkBce (fie kUbBafco of 
JonfaiwU&tkenpatf. 
Juxmoffin a wiit variety 

I (” a y g6orta 9 

J*tn-StpfrSB5. 
tOktadutSkM-UlmkaiU 
JoiaO/rit-aipJaw 
[ O^ubrUUScEatrafum I 

coioisirrzooto 


S3 - &BatbmHaC 

Lraafim 5W12 90S. 


PORTUGAL 


ALftARV* p (liana awaad 4 
Wza)4tototaiiita,tois(l. 

— _ " % res TV, 


MOUnMrmMLdMtlli 


CITY BREAKS 




ROME 

2 FREE 
nights 

4 njgho tor the price of 2 . 

£235* 

For Uils and other five 
itighr offers m selecled 
.iTtq 4 T hotels, see yaur 
tool travel agant or call: 

0171200 8703 

Thomson 

City Breaks 

*A mgbu.lt (MM, - 
14 towntatr. IB DKtaoliw 
"ring Tiam QaMit. ' 

tonai iwrOHauMtM 
• reiutMrjt 
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A WEEKEND GUIDE 


JILL CRAWSHAW’S TRAVEL T!PS 


Leave your 
skis at home 

WALKING holidays in the Swiss 
Alps may appeal to non-skiers 
who fancy an active winter break 
set in magnificent snowy land¬ 
scapes. Sherpa Expeditions (0181- 
577 2717) has a seven-night holiday 
based at Meiringen which in¬ 
cludes four days of guided walks 
on high mountain footpaths which 
are kept dear for walkers, 
returning by cable car if necessary. 
There are different temptations in 
the resort itself, which claims to be 
where meringues were invented: 

Departures between January 30 
and February 21 cost £695 for 
flights and half-board hotel 
accommodation. 

■ THE Booker prizewinning 
novel. The God of Small 
Things by Artradhatr Roy 
(Flamingo, £15.99). is set in 
Kerala, where the writer’s family 
used to own a picklefadory. The 
book win no doubt inspire 
holidaymakers to visit this 
beguiling southern Indian state 
which is renowned for its palm- 
fringed beaches, paddyGdds. 
plantations and tranquil 
backwaters. The Indian specialist 
Greaves Travel (0171-487 9111) can 
organise a 12-day independent 
four which indndes Cochin, 
Periyarand a two-night 
backwater cruise for £1,315. This 
indudes flights, kill board on the 
cruise and hotel accommodation 
(room only). Knoni (01306 
742000) is offering a 14-night. 


haf^hoard tour of Kerala, 
starting and flushing in Goa, 
from £1,069, Including flights. 

Rural Cyprus 

TRADITIONAL houses and 
apartments have been restored 
with all mod cons and offered for 
holidaymakers’ use by the Cyprus 
Association of Agrotourism. Most 
are in the tiny villages erf the 
rugged Akamas peninsula and in 
the Troodos mountains where the 
village communities, which have 
been in on the restoration act from 
the beginning, promise a warm 
welcome. An apartment for two 
costs £7O-£10Sperweek.or E10-E15 
daily. Contact the Cyprus Tourism 
Organisation (0171-734 9822). 

Royal waves 


DM THE Middle 
Ages, when travel¬ 
ling was dangerous 
and tough, even 
princes took advan¬ 
tage of waterways 
where possible. One of central 
Europe’s greatest arteries ran 
from Frankfurt to Vienna and 
beyond to Budapest along the 
valleys of the Danube and Main. 
This route; which was used by 
anyone of any consequence from 
the Emperor Charlemagne to the 
Habsburgs. is a window on to 
more than 1X00 years of central 
European history. It links many 
quiet medieval. Renaissance and 
Baroque villages and historic cities 
such as Wurzburg. Bamberg and 
Regensburg. You can now have! 
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All aboard: around the backwaters of Kerala, southern India 


I all or part of the 700-odd mile of 
I the “Road of Emperors and Kings" 
I by car, bus, bike, train or ship. For 
! information call the German 
Tourist Office (0171-193 0080) from 
! lOam-noon and 2-4pm. Far bro¬ 
chure requests, call 0891 bOOlOO. 

China on ice 

REGENT Holidays (0117-921 1711) 
has come up with some unusual 
winter holiday ideas. A week’s tour 
of China in January and February 
includes a visit to the Ice Festival 
in Harbin in the far northeast, 
where the normally grey parks 
blaze with colour as fairy lights 
decorate the vast ice-carvings of 
famous Chinese and Wesiem 
buildings, animals and mountain 
scenery, all in temperatures of 
-20C. The crip costs £790, which 
covers flights and sightseeing, 
three nights’ B&B in Beijing and 
two in Harbin. 

The Santa Isabel Hotel, splen¬ 
didly situated on the edge of the 
old dty of Havana. Cuba, has 
recently been upgraded to five-star 
status. Advertised in the still- 
socialist state with the slogan “a 
touch of nobility and class", it has 
prices to match, with a six-night 
holiday costing from £822 (includ¬ 
ing flights). Most accommodation 
in Havana is already folly booked 
for mid-January when die Pope is 
to visit the island. 

An air price war between Russia 
and the Baltic republics has re¬ 
sulted in slashed prices: Regent 
can offer return fares with Finnair 
of £170 to Riga and Vilnius, and 
£180 to St Petersburg and Moscow 
from London and Manchester. 

In to Africa 

NAMIBIA is bidding to become a 
player in die safari and southern 
Africa holiday stakes, with several 
new tourist developments. A lux¬ 
ury train, the Desert Express, will 
operate from April 3 from the 
capital Windhoek to the coastal 
resort of Swakopmund, across the 
Namib, die world’s oldest desert 

In Windhoek, the country's first 
five-star hotel, with a casino and 
convention centre. Is to be built by 
2004at a cost of about £60 million. 
Mokuti airport, which serves 
Etosha, one of Africa's largest 
national paries, is dosed for eight 
weeks so as to enlarge the runway 
to take bigger aircraft 

Namibia, perhaps better known 
for its landscapes and rock art 
than far its wildlife, already has a 
sound tourist infrastructure of 
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The Ice Festival in Harbin, northeast China, where famous Chinese and Western buildings are carved from ice 


roads, telecommunications and 
accommodation. It hopes to 
attract independent travellers and 
those on specialist tours. Contact 
the Namibia National Tourist 
Office (0171-636 2924). 

■ BUDGETtravellers in 
London who reel at the 
price of hotels will welcome the 
YHA's three or sir-night London 
Explorer packages, from E88 and 
£163 respectively per adult and 
£63 and £113 for onder-lhs. 
Available until the end of March, 
they out be booked through 
Campos Travel (0171-730 3402). 
lie price includes B&B in youth 
hostels at Hampstead, 
Rotherhhhc and the newly 
opened St Pan eras 
] ntemationaL which overlooks 
the new British library. Soon in 
the capital as a Christinas 


holiday treat will be KidsZones, a 
permanent exhibition where 
children can create their own bus 
designs and “steer" through the 
Underground system and much 
more. It opens at the London 
Transport Museum (0J7J-&36 
8557) in Covent Garden on 
December 12. Admission for 
adults will be £4.95; children 
aged 5-15, £2.95. 

Seven Canaries 

ONCE upon a time there were 
only two Canary Islands that 
appeared on the package holiday 
map: Gran Canaria and Tenerife. 

"Then Lanza rote and windy 
Fueneventura joined the tourism 
market. Now all seven islands are 
beginning to surface, although the 
final three tiny dots on the map 
tend to appear only in specialist 


companies’ programmes on tailor- 
made itineraries. 

The three newcomers are 
Gamera. where Columbus dallied 
with the Governor’s widow on his 
last stop before discovering the 
New World; lush, green, little La 
Palma: and rugged Hierro, which 
calls itself the most westerly land¬ 
fall in the Old World (eat your 
heart out. Iceland). 

Mundi Color Holidays (0171-828 
6Q21) can offer island-hopping 
alternatives. A ten-night trip with 
all flights and three nights’ B&B in 
paradors on both La Palma and 
Hierro costs £8S9. The holiday also 
includes a three-night stay in the 
only parador in a volcanic crater, 
on Tenerife’s Mount Teide — a 
world away from raucous coastal 
resorts. 

Gomera is easily reached by 
ferry from Tenerife on a day trip. 


■ THE popular image of the 
chalet cook as a “husband- 
hunting super-Sloane“ is no 
more. Now ski companies are 
looking for skilled people who 
are prepared to work hard. They 
have even been known to check 
the rubbish bins to make sure 
their employees are not using 
convenience foods, warns 
Working in Ski Resorts 
(Vacation Work. £10.99). 
However, there will be other jobs 
available in a season which looks 
buoyant this year. These indude 
snow dealing, bar work, 
teaching English, working as a 
plongeur (washer-up in 
restaurants) and being a disc 
jockey. My own family’s 
experience of writing off for jobs 
in Vacation Work publications 
has never been successful, but the 
information is invaluable. 


AN EXCLUSIVE COMPETITION 


THE tUfeTIMES 


GoddFood 

SHOW 


Ufoi 26-5un 30 November 1997 
NEC Bnwng ham 









T oday The Times has teamed up with the BBC Good 
Food Show to offer one lucky reader the chance to 
win a dream kitchen and a VIP day at the show. 

The Robson Ward hand-painted kitchen, from their 
Town and Country Range, win be made-to-measure to 
the winner’s requirements. During the VIP visit to the 
show Adrian Ward, founder of the company, will work 
out a detailed plan. 

The winner can choose from a range of materials for 
work surfaces including granite, wood or laminate and 
deride on cupboard shapes, doorhandles and trims. 

The winner’s kitchen will also include a cooker i*om 
the latest Hotpoint range, phis a Franke ceramic sink 
with an exclusive triflow water purification system. 

The winner will also receive a pair of free tickets to 
the Celebrity Theatre to see a demonstration by either 
Gary Rhodes. Ainsley Harriott, Ken Horn. Rick Stein or 
the Ready Steady Cook teams. 

In addition, the winner will be given front of house 
seats for the Taste of the Country Theatre where a 
Robson Ward kitchen (pictured right) will be in action. 

For further information on the foil range of Robson 
Ward kitchens, caff 01684 563577 
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BBC Good Food Show 

At the BBC Good Food Show you will be able to 
sample the best of British rural produce in the 
Food from the Countryside Area, find out how 
easy healthy eating can be at the Enjoy Healthy 
Eating Theatre, and sip your way from the UK 
to Australia in the World of Wine. 

The show is being held at the NEC 
Birmingham between Wednesday, November 26 
and Sunday, November 30,1997. Ticket prices, 
with a Times discount, are: weekday £8.10; 
weekend £9.30. 

For further information and to book tickets or 
celebrity demonstrations, call 0121767 4000 
quoting NTL 


---------1 


WIN A DREAM 
KITCHEN token 


Goodfood 

SHOW 


W7 


HOW TO ENTER Simply cat out and keep 
the token, left, and attach it Id an entry form 
which will be published next Saturday. The 
dosing date for entries is November 22,1997. 
All entries will be put into a free prize draw. 


FRANKE 


Ihtuuv rT 




Good Food Show book offer 
£5 off superb cook books 
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MAS AND NEW YEAR BREAKS 
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A Ue&atmd Cfcbtra® at ifcj fiauw 
haul m At fltwr Thdm. Lag fir®, 
FtakerChmtam. Baedng Day River 

Cruae and mudi more. 

1,2 or 3 iriglifs acdUMtJram BSSpp. 
Abo hoakmgfor Nor Kan Ewe. 


TEL: 01753 6099,SS 


The Perfect 
Christmas Hideaway 






SPECLAL * 


INTEREST ; 

•AatJirrniij *Ja! — 

J CdilrciJ l -jtu 

dRE.aKS ; 


Let us help yoa 10 


eajojraidmog 


bieak tadurarier ^ 

857 


^■T-_.Sl* 

indioiva oToury 
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utnaraust[daccs 

IHBEmOOWBE: 

of imoes. ALSO 

0181 

Chrlnmas at New 

847 

Year Break* in 

Comny Hook 

4748 j 

Koeb&Casdc*. 

RESSOXTMS: 

SUNm 

0181 

232 


9788 


TannWia coobt tmse. idotty tt tu a rrf m Ike 
HabUaYlkj is fan bat rf At Ctflaa t& 
(1 

Opca fins. Dmo* oodkiljbi 

Two Tcomal munn «od e wane orims*; 
T* HfH 891*10 far MM 


WINTER AT PARKHTLL 





Whitechapel 

Manor 

So** Motion. MDtom.EX3£3EG 
AA Z Red SCks 3 Roxaei 
Egm Rooay 7M Which? Hold Cuda 
HittorK iMft Century Manor 
Haunt, femJ grade I mtfi baot^al 
terraced gardens. UemOy sihialed to 
exploit Exmoor and Aepavrtsque 
Dmm antnbyrUr. RH5 Rmamar 
nearby. Oidy 3 hours from London. 

01769 573377 






Mortons House Horn 
srvflrvHigUjCooaendcd 

U ★** AA Rosette Award ; 
410 {ear aid Ebzabcibaa Minor intfak 
>-vfflage unrounded toy ihr Ported! 
and Heritage Coast, n charade? 
en-sniie bedrooms . 



■ Mojied Bad Annex (Wr-Bonn* fir, 

■ fannied ensnkt mam 

• fjfariueiaanjfcrfte 
Pro™ £325.00 per person. 

Ikunon: 01489 880000 


CHRISTMAS* 
NEW YEAR BREAKS 

At Careys Manor Hotel 



INGLEWOOD 

HEALTH HYDRO 

- CHOOSE HEALTH 


PSuIl»Nn*iCLprii DiVfiTiT > 


SOLVE YOUR PRESENT 
PROBLEMS WITH A FUTURE 
VISIT TO IN<a£WOOD 
GIFT VOUCHER AVAILABLE 

K3JVTBURY BERKSHIRE 
RG179SW 

TEL: 01488 685111 


MCDiON COVE HOTEL 

«W»CnmCBMM 


SUFFOLK 
HERITAGE COAST 


Wood Ball Hotel & Country Chib 
Woodbridge 
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UNATTACHED 



Pltrwma, m ■ mu r min j manal 

Bettmg-anpeiti food and wine, totally 
relaxing. Romantic CDomO-ao 
mreds, jut peace and qtdoL Adi 
board, no prpmenftirtnn. we promisel 

Christmas 4 Day» Croat £335pp 
New Years E*e £75 pp, DB&B, 
enn nighta at £35 
PS. Dom'd ttU the CUtdml 
Tel: 0L326 240328 


THE SPORT & CRAFT MANOR - 01837 53053 
MANOR HOUSE & ASHBURY HOTELS, W.DEVON 

3* ,:,:i 


One aadodoT *e emtanoeef Iftb Camay 
EHzahabm Mncr Heaic id In 10 idyllic acres 
whh rang oa] tog fra. Cfcafie fit diaiafa 
amrioB ■xanmodiltoa fa aadk. mack man. 


BIB FOUR CROWNS 

High Com. AA 

01394411283 


NEW YEARS EVE HOLIDAY 
tn3dqrinlackikHwYeinCR. fcconsnseam 
fane and me party. fank a Be SMes 5kn 
Bno. 0j. and Coene. M NatUi UM (fas 
IfauipMne Toast at IfaMgtt EWSpopmoa 
WaXCOUiUHBIWOtUMaBfHBnUEST 
Id Hortn 2 t»t Dac. 

— I'fei'g'aBij. — 

fay3faYilard»j»iaaowa ig BaiaimhlFMer2 

o»r Mb tas per gem. 

TEL: 01570 422 910. 
WHICH. IHCHELIN. 
TOURIST BOARD 4 CROWN. 


CHRISTMAS 

&yoy the com pa ny of othar 
singes at tabuioun South 
OfcmaMtanhbB Hotal 
SINGLE Occupancy E2K 
aRmuto, indoor awtmrnrig 
pooL For those aged 30 to 50 
torBracfniroflnvBallon 
CASCADE Soael Group 
lor tho UNATTACHED 

01495 755309 
ROC 014857590 46 
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GOLF P3 GOLF 0 GOLF^l 

FREE GOLF O N 2 X 1 8 HOLE LONG COURSES + PAR 3, 

__ >TT .. , •>- : 1 njja - ■ ■ i iv - h ! 7 jf-yJT 

u.. - - - 

EXCEPTIONAL SPORT & CRAFT~FAMILY^PROGRAMME 
SUPERB INDOOR BOWLS. BAMJNTON, TENNIS. SQUASH 


EXMOOR NATIONAL 
PARK 

Porlock Harbour 
faict ca i ufo t tab le haul at naSxr'j tdg* of 
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SPECIAL OFFERS 
01443 862953 
THE ANCHOR HOTEL 


LONDON SW1 
CHRISTMAS BREAKS 
AT 

DOLPHIN SQUARE HOm 


CRICKLADE HOTEL 
COTSWOD) 
MANOR HOUSE 

BeredAd(Y act n 30 am. Hoe 
Mm ft aeeeaa. Indoor pool + 

MdiMh Tank .«ka«rfirr 

OWN GOLF COURSE' ■ 
NOVEMBER SPBC3AL . 

130 PPW he DBAB ft are. 

nf iM K iW (prfniti ^fM 7 i y- ) 

SORRY NO CHILDREN UNDER 1* 

FOB COLOUR BROCHURE 
TELr Ol793 750751. ■ 


Pie & Pbsr-Cbristnws Breaks in 
tepkamesqne 12dMenQR7 
market tom of Helmslqr anbe 
gateway to tbe North Yorkshire 
Moors National Park. loci naive 
packages indnding ear rallying, 
heritage trails, waiting, bouse 
parties from £44pppn D.B&H. 

FREE BUBBLY. 

Tel: 01439 770557. 
Fax: 01439770623. 
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Ah Sebo BM ft»l aadJbaUi CM). 
1 nlgbtabaiiptng beaks 
£tem£75spnlacI>Bner 
Zmgbt QuUuuM Eec ouwaiila 
&oro £] 75 pp Inc Dhmias'Luacti. 
I4ew Yen'* Eve DteoerDeDce 

boo £100pp. 

CalbOlTl 7MSS9B far 


ARMATHWAITE HAIL 

“THET HOTEL IN THE 

cammusmB 
. ★★★★ 

Keswick-Lake District. 

era fanwriaaely honebi 400 sens vJaks 
fined. Wood paodledvmin^ leg flee* Ideoee 
ckfa wbbiwjMeL bonty nfcn.Eqecmia 
Ced^TMutEnabAMdABe 
MdkMMkSaadt - 

PtellMitaij.vjihfaM 

MMtfpedwse. 

• • ..fat-fflrfn.- 

T3 :01768776^1 ■" • 


THE SUNDAYTIMES 

THE^AteOTAl£S 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
ADVERTISE IN THE NEXT 
UK FEATURE-WINTER 
BREAKS - IN DECEMBER 

PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
TRAVEL TEAM ON 
01714811989 

OR SEND A FAX ON 

c --0171-7827824 


SPECIAL INTEREST 


WINTER SPORTS 




Special nacea after Clair 
la CUn la Fab Bad Mar 
Vktt tji lofieoco naMe and fkc- 


«S HOUkWVS In dee 
iuUuilIng Znaa and Haw Tear 
n The Janatlaan Kutaon 


AUSTRALIA 
& NEW ZEALAND 


\/\Jes^err\ 

Holidays of an entirely 
different nature. 

^LCMWIMS BRITISH AIRWAVS ^ 


WINS BRITISH AIRWAVS 
Bringing the world Together. 


This givat price offer is from London 
to Perth and includes: 

• Return UK domestic flights on 
British Airways for only ,£2if. 

• 2 free stopovers en ruute in Bangkok 
j nd/or Sinj^pon*. 

- Travel between September-Noivniber 
V7 and 21 January-31 March 9K. 

FROM ONLY 

£749 

RETURN 


Call 01420 8S724 or 0171 2«7 5556. 
Open 7 days. 


4UTS v(a.M 
4KU 
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Scfycrtt' jintiMin. Nmiwi Prkr eubidn 

UK'.Sin Jiraot bud 
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Telephone: 
0171481 1989 



Superlative range of chalets in 

CoordreYcl, M£ribel, 
La Flagne, Val d’Isere, 
Verbier and St Anton 

Fabulous Food 
Excellent Childcare Facilities 
Friendly. Personal Service 

0181 995 9323 

uunre onmtum 


wiimimR i 


Andorra, Livigno, Sauze cfOufx 

~ ^ H • From setf-catering 

sStsL to4 * Ho * eis 

• Lift passes from £64 

V • Groups up to __ 

1 6 FREE Qj 

' s '* • Regional Departures 

-T-.— 7 nights fr £169 

For a brochure cad and quota STEL 

m 01273 206531 j]lj 

Larid OPEN SUNDAY 10AM To «f»M ; ma| 
<QBS httpi//wwm» ha ^ a .rii 


SPECIALISTS TO THE 

i MURCIA REGION OF 
IT MANGA SOUTH EASTERN 
SPAIN SINCE 1770, 

1 BARWHJ. LEISURE IS 
THE WORLD'S 
LEADING TOUR 
OPERATOR. TO 

HYATT LA MANGA 

CLUB RESORT, ONE 
OF EUROPE'S 
PREMIER SPORTING 
VENUES. 

TEL: 

0181 397 4411 . 

ATOL2144-AITO- /-v 
ABTAV20TX (5) 


For the best in 
North America«.Ski U^. 

best value to over 20 
.... top resorts m the USA 
*- J- ■.* and Canada. Flexible 

Uf depaitora dates and 

durations, free tailor 
made service. Hotel, 
SruMfirAtA. chalet or self catered 
accomodation. Prices 
bom £399 par week. 
Can Ski U8. on 0181780 0099 

for a free broc hur e. \JL/ 



BROCHURES 



Great nine Ski programme, from Pavilion 
orich qualify MC O —oduha. 
Gimipa/famlllm/lmltridgili. 
Endsane upmarket "dub Salma* 1 in Andorra. 
Personal Cdeadly aerrlce 7 dajra a week 




TTA q 3ll. Arrau for ATOL Holder, 4 J84 ♦ aibcra 


SKI NEVADA 

Hevenly, Squaw Valley 
Z~7t ,-and ‘ Like Tahoe are 

skiNevada JSJSS 

Kff.va.'ah'awi^ in Jhe world! 
■j —Transtech Holidays b 
offering packages from 
V-^^_. J fP gglMB pp far 7 xiiglns +■ 

' 1 ' I'M 2 Ike logins in Reno. 
fjp'y inrKwiwi are daily 

ngMuA tf af HI Qights os TWA, 
mfimKES American Airlines 8c 

KLM/Nonhweat, cat 
hut, MntTTmw da tiOP . 
Phone 0171487 S877 

"—*—for I brochure or fox 
0171487 3588 
ATOL 4330 ^ 


AMERICA 


* e . inde P ei «J«rt bai*: 

• 0^ fireab ■ Oases • ^ Oah Ttas 
•2and4 wbedwhiderert^ 
Hirftkertre holies 

service 



OluDqu^Dalyan. 

KaUcao, Tn ra nc. Patara. 
Manuam, fcmelcr. 
istanbql, Turkish . 

. Riviera, Gnl« Cruises 
•nd Easter 

Mo&mancan Cruises. 
A sdectioacf fiudjjr ran 

pencknu,hotalfand - 
apanmenis catering for 
tdl tastes fionj rimple to 
hoenriooi. We can also 
am awl peril to make 
the’ HOLIDA Y OF A 
LIFETIME’. 
Phone 0X71494 S92 
for a brochure or fox 
017L287 5112 

Earfy booking datxamtt 

. avahabU. A TOL 3703. 



Wk<m toga- Haw to gcr there - Openmn -AeeammaduiM 
_ BROCHURE UNE : . Y») 

_ 03476 574510 ^ 


Fax: 

0171 782 7824 
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CANADA 


;aas?£»' 

34 hoar faifer nafe sayjjg 

a*. 

Mfe ^ ld M>U>BWfdb 


01895 

639900 
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THE SUNDAY TIMES 

THE*S8&TIMES 

Pr esents 

BROCHURE REPLY 

' ^ T sccivs u p to four of the above 
brochures please udicale your 
choice below. 


• > 3 ? 

fWL 


MriMraAfiss: 

Address: 


f ?ease return to: 

. THE TIMES 
TO BOX 50 

BROMLEY- KENT BR2 9TT 
OT re 9nest on:...'. 

®18WI3 3 337 

• By 7th December, 1997 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































TO ADVERTISE CALL: 
01714811989 (TRADE) 
01714814000 (PRIVATE) 
FAX: 0171782 7824 
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CHECK-IN 


Because we think the world of you 

current best buys on the world's finest airlines 


SYDNEY. 

PERTH . 

CAIRNS ' 

AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BAU 

BELONG 

TOKYO 


ffwwy . trim 
tan 

E3H £589 
£336 £591 
£336 £599 
£363 £659 
£222 £352 
£244 £345 
£242 £378 
£253 £424 
£188 £299 
£264 £439 


NEW YORK 

BOSTON 

CHICAGO 

FLORIDA 

LOS ANGELES 

SAN FRANCISCO 

DENVER 

TORONTO 

VANCOUVER 

CAfiSSEAN 


£117 £161 
£126 £163 
£157 £191 
£175 £194 
£182 £229 
£182 £228 
£220 £220 
£157 £185 
£248 £248 
£268 £268 


MEXICO CITY 


Mm nton 

£251 b0 £366 
£154 £289 
JOmJftG £264 £289 

CAPETOWN £319 £340 

HARARE £325 £418 

NAIROBI £198 £319 

DUBAI £179 £237 

CARO £145 £242 

GENEVA £89 £89 

AROUND THE WORLD £677 


TRAIL 



ERS >-)- 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRALIA £36 • USA £31 - AFRICA £31 - PACIFIC £40 - ASIA £27 
USA CAR tfltf FflOM £l2 PER DAY - CALL NOW FQR OUR TAflDRMADE MJRLOWDE AtC NCfilH AMTOGA B£OCWW$S 


Ail oar travel centres ere opsr, Men-Sal 9-5pn ■ Tftars S-7pm • S-jji 'iD-fipm 


Tfff TSAVEl EXPERTS 


AUSTRALIA FROM £799 

ON BRITISH AIRWAYS AND QANTAS INCLUDING 
2 FREE INTERNAL FLIGHTS IN AUSTRALIA 

MANY REGIONAL DEPARTURES AVAILABLE AT NO EXTRA COST 
~BOOK YOUR HALF PRICE BRITISH AIRWAYS FLIGHTS FROM THE SAINS8URYS OFFER 

WITH TRAILFINDERS 


<0^ 


. causey. 




Unequivocal protection against airline insolvency - CAA approved 
worldwide attention to detail 


For the real lowdown on worldwide 
travel, TtaUfintters is your one stop 
travel Shop. 

Trailfinders offers more hw cost 
flights (o more destinations than 
anyone. Experts In airfares since 
1970. we can tailor-make your very 
own package with up to 65% discount 
on hotels and car hire worldwide. 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRA1LFINDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171-933 3366 ANYTIME 


AID LI458 IATA ABTA 69701 


42-50 Earls Court Road 
Long Haul Travel 

194 Kensington High Street 
long Haul Travel: 
First & Business Class- 

215 Kensington High Street 
Trctuilaniic & European 

22-24 The Priory Queensvay 
Worldwide Travel. 

4B Corn Street 
Worldwide Travel 

254-284 Sauthienail Sued 
Worldwide Travel- 
58 Deansgate 
Worldwide Travel 
First & Business Class: 


LONDON \VB SFT 
0171-938 3366 

LONDON W8 7RG 
0171-938 3339 
0171-938 3444 
LONDON WB 660 

0171-937 5400 
BIRMINGHAM B4 6BS 
0121-2361234 
BRISTOL BS1 1HQ 
0117-929 9000 
GLASGOW G2 3EH 
0141-353 2224 
MANCHESTER M3 2FF 
0161-839 B969 
0161-839 3434 


traiJJinders does no! impose charges on credit cards 


people think the world of usl 


JsARCO 


WORLDWIDE 


Flights worldwide at 
competitive prices on 
quality airlines. 

No credit card surcharges. 




CALL 

NOW 

ON: 


Sydney £649 New York £153 

Bangkok £369 Florida £184 

Singapore £374 California £215 

Canada £199 Boston. £153 

Cairo £229 Washington £158 


jo’burg £280 

Nairobi . £345 
- Cyprus £145 

Athens £80 

Paris-Eurostar £89 


Economy Travel: 

0171 331 7050 

First & Business Gass: 

0171 331 7030 

Our lines are open 
9 -6 Monday - Friday 
10-5 Saturday 


(Prices are for return travel, subject to availability and airport taxes) AnjoToun (London} ud. atol txua abu 12737 iata a ac 


VIRGIN ATLANTIC SPECIAL OFFERS FROM: 

New York/Boston £153, Florida £184, Washington £158 
Californio £215, Hong Kong £329, Johannesburg £230 


Return prices from: 
Perth £591 

Sydney £569 

Auckland £655 

Singapore £370 

Bangkok £349 

Beijing £299 


J 


FLIGHTS 

DIRECT 


-‘Ym m- J ~|ir’inmnHitij rent nirpm r»«i Tote 
Thu 1W Cook Cnaplld ABU FI 304. ATOL036S 


Bombay £299 Chicago £179 

Cape To«n £340 Odando £179 

Nairobi £329 Denver £220 “ 

Rio de Janeiro £346 U» Vegas £220 

Mexico £357 Toronto £183 

New York £148 RaundtheWodd £675 Q <? <? Q '|Q "| ^ 20 

WE GO FURTHER TO FIND THE RIGHT FLIGHT 


Linn open 9am-9pm Moa-Fn. 
t0om-6pno Sot-Sun 
Quote F0911T 


FLIGHT B-CK 




travelling Freestyle 


f\I2 PRICE BRITISH AIRWAYS FLIGHTS > 

FROM THE SAtHSBURYS OFFER TO OVER 190 DESTINATIONS WORLDWIDE 


WHEN YOU BOOK YOUR 




SAINSBURV'S 3KITOH AIRWAYS 

CALL NOW FOR DETAILS AND CONDITIONS' 

0171 757 2600 


’open 7 DAYS 


C8DC3K90 

XTT.XWM 


•»sm nm caos 

£179 SOUTH XFBSC& £331 
£184 XUOCGKDK £356 
£194 MEXICO CUT £3S8 


USA & WORLDWIDE FLIGHTS {==1 

017 72 72 72 72 

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND u m va t 
01772 727 727 lbsteges 
BUSINESS4FKSTCLASS 01222 T27 297 HDWH 
ROUND THE WOULD OTL772 22Z 222 
B01ELS & 3BLQBMSDC01772 727 TO7 



Florida £182 
Boston £150 
Los Angeles £210 
S.Francisco £210 
Las Vegas £220 
Toronto £184 


Neiv York fr £150 
Ihong Kong £329 
Jo'burg £280 


Pnces Iron 
Sydney 

£57C^^ 

Auckland 

£860 

Bangkok 

£329 X. 

Sin^pore 

£370 X 

Harare 

£410 1 

Nairobi 

£310 


G 01420-80828 or 0171-287 5558 


onrHM 12 Hjgh Street AhaftHanb, GUM tBN I 

£S!S1 • 52JtegmtStiwLLondon,W1RSCK I^LbtJ 
FAX: 0142M21S *r 0171-487 4522 

* Mlwai4arttoawlabat*Ra*iict»«ap(dy:a*forrieta&. 



FLIGHTBOO Kl-R S 

travelling freestyle 


Australia & NZ I USA a Canada I Worldwide I GaUvicK 

0171 757 2463 10171 757 2000 I 0171 757 2444 I Daily Tom - iCpm 


Best Value: - Air Fares - Car Hire - Hotels - Insurance 

Alton are subject to wattaWKy. seasonal amt reoinnal supptanoits, 
cx. surcharges & taxes, pax duties, security taxes applicable 
ATDL2SC3 IATA ABTA DOSM/VRBM 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


FARE 



SPECIAL FARES FROM 
SINGAPORE AIRLINES 


PLATINUM 


TravelDREAMS 


o«m 
o mm 

©T2MUM 
Oman 
°na «v 


QUEO £1(9 0 
LMEBB 533SO 
KVIW CfiO 



I^ LOI SI 795 3180j 

wimm 




* TRAVEL 


Advemlre travel and flights at Affordable prices 


rexduen! — CURRENT BEST BUYS *—• fSSTI 

OW KX orw BIN tvw WN new ZEALAND 

HOMY_CH2_£H7 SNG«<08E__OW.-£»M HARARE--4279.-t4W ffANNEK 

CAIRNS_ an-UW HONC«ONC_f225_OM KYWJDG-nM-.£M4 ■vitort.tofcwMtlon 

ram_ mo-£sn miaha— muw Capetown— cm...ms •stMtovbit 

AUCKLAND-BAU-O40_« 1J MEXICO CIIY.—£260—£380 I £“"***"“ 

dbh _eiw-^no saicon- cno-cm r» a ianbro^m_c4» 

BO»*AY__fHO-OlO CABO.-£1W_niO IQBONTOl-<117-1109 

MADRAS_f2M -/T90 8EBMG-O70-JW MWWRK-X129-C1JS ft** copy of 

KAMUMNL EMO-M1J DUBAI-fllf_/2W BOSTON-CT4S_n$5 fh»19fi pa*e 

COLQWO_ CM-SiTI TOKYO- JM 0-E440 LOS ANC&ES—f220-J750 booktaD 

BANGKOK-OM_n45 NAIROBI-fil9_fl29 IANQEBS-ft79 0171 937 5122 

ROUND THE WORLD 

LONDON - BEIJING - SYDNEY - CHRISTCHURCH - AUCKLAND - FIJI - HAWAII • LONDON £799 
Available for departures from Nov*97 (iMbuflng ChrMmM) natfl March *9B 
Wteier you are hoWwine «v «*Wnj Nome, vouM file to B9 dfcKt or wtthx *>poi«r. * Pbliimm Travvl 
oBcr wart fllrfn vm more dtdimbom. * all the ritfa pnm to sto yw* requaemBiHS. 


long haul 0171 957 5122 transatlantic & Europe.- 0171 977 2694 


52 EARLS COURT ROAD, KENSINGTON, LONDON W8 6EJ 
OPEN: MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM-6PM, SATURDAY 10AM-2PM 


FLIGHT CENTRE - 

ATOL3712 

WORLDWIDE 
DISCOUNT 
FLIGHTS 

ACCESS VISA WELCOME. I 
DISCOUNTED INSURANCE 

0181 669 8607 


Travel 

Insurance 



(l 15X2 476026 



Our fares are ridiculously small. 


AMSTERDAM from 


BELFAST from 
BERGEN from 


BRUSSELS from 


COLOGNE from 


COPENHAGEN from 


DRESDEN from 


DUBLIN from 


EDINBURGH* from 


FRANKFURT from 


GLASGOW* from 


NICE from 


OSLO from 


PALMA from 


PRAGUE from 


ZURICH from 


£59 rtn. 
€59 rtn. 
C172 rtn. 
£59 rtn. 

rtn. 
£119 rtn. 


€202 rtn. 


£69 rtn. 


£59 rtn. 


£99 rtn. 


£59 rtn. 


£139 rtn. 


£139 rtn. 


£129 rtn. 


£149 rtn. 


rtn. 


Return fun from London Heathrow. 

Otto tots are abe amiable Son Ha Midantt, 
lads Bradford, TasskK. ftEitiajrgh.Qnpm. Bdtot anfl Dtoln. 
Contact your hxal travti agent or ofl far details m 

0345 554554 

tv hoc* PH tt» bewwet hWp^/uruMiOytirnkhn^h«H^^ 


3# British Midland 

The Airline for Europe 


M aolfaHr M iitoM am and SqUi bAirct to amucty 

ImM Mt KM a SauAi data tlay CaHagB m ma *n ihn dnr 

baHnj nqxbrt to Bribu. EMa«i ana QaipH xi xdmbia bie InA 

Is mar ipMiq araec, cah la Brnih IE«ted a*f rwwird 
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SATURDAY RENDEZVOUS 


TO ADVERTISE 

CALL; 0171680 686S 

FAX: 01714819313; 



iwumummu 


v CICS -tiAJL When rcspniMfmgtn an advertiser All advenjaraens is Rendezvous haw te@ symbol infikstmt 
call 0897 505 563 I calls cost £1X10 per minute ) and then dm the advertiser hk die facility for yoo » have hinY&ef a Vo«e T 
follow the simple voiceinstructions. message. v 






MORE! 

L0C4L OFFICES S.mOMTDE. 

3*ORE I ^ 

LOGLOJESlSTOmi C 

3IORE! 

.wen comas to talk to. u,u '* 1,k "■ ,ns 

Sue ftrengi' colfiimis In-Fc. 



E5EZSZSSZ5EZ!iEE2l5l 71 0PL\- DliSAZIIK 




Ultd its secretaries 

XECUTIVE « 


Sniff 1985 people of qiutTttv Iwe been introduced thronfh our achmiv xiritil rimit n*A 
siperbimrimim service. ^ in^ mmbership taca^mm id^l cenaMy die largest 
selection cjmnitKhedprvfessmdsmdieUk. 

• Personal introductions • Social events 

ntto^. 1 WWW.BiiBCrjtlvocmfa-uk.com/nrnr . 4 


Should be 

ADDRESSED TO: 
BOX No:- — 
c/o THE TIMES 
NEWSPAPERS 
LTD 

P..030X3553, 
VIRGINIA ST. 
LONDON, El 9GA 


0171 


8833 


E-C: PARTIES 


10 ^, sorneon> nrvfca orngas from E240 for b basic nwmbe/ship to aa much as 

fjjgj V "* SPCC ^ «*> *"** you to <*! u, «o we nwy W you raor. 

• Wb are seeking Social Hosiesses in certain areas. 




£ C IK ASSOCIATE OFRCES MB'. IWttfngtam. StaRMd, B^Gartrttfg B .H«|a*D«l*C^ 
\V _ 11&W^ltortlMpcm,B«flwd.KnBaifltam,toicf»rtetR. w«a* 



ft* EXECUTI V£ <U 

at 


BRIGHTON 


A TRUE STORY 


BY VOICE MAIL Mfd& 

When responding fo an advertiser call 8897 An postal replies should be addressed to Boa 
505 503 [calls cast £1X10 per minute at all times) No, ... do The Tones, P.O. B 01 3553. . 

and then follow the ample race instnactioiis. Virginia Str^ London El 9GA. 

To Plage an Ad... 
by Phone by post, f*x or email 

fk-gpf-g A o*f A AAA ■ Post: please ase tbecropoa below. Advertise for only 

ill/I 4X1 4(HH| £8^pirlkawla^tedffliyflf£)1.75, 

VA,J ‘ TyVy. (box number is qpen-28 days)- 

All advertises will now receive postal replies end voice mall response facility at no extra charge 
Fax: ST57.14SJ. 5313orI>-ma& A«rDciciLC^n^Tie»^Lc9Afc 


i J NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


POSTCODE: 

ACCESS □ VISA □ AMEX □ CARD NOr 


.. I Week only □ 2 Weeks 3 
TELlDAYfc 


f 1 EXPIRY DATE: . SIGNATURE: 

! | This offer is open to private advertisers only. Please attach your wording and send U: Saturday Renders wm. 
-1 Classified Adverttdng. Times N ew spap e r Landed. PO Bos 484,1 \irginia Street. London El »L 




My name is Kim. I have worked for two of the top introduction 
services in the UK. one of which was the largest in the world. I 
thought 1 could run a service better than this, 
so I set up my own. Indeed, it was one of the finest services 
in the UK. However, it was always second to one other 
organisation. They always attracted higher quality 
people and had such a large selection of members. Not content 
with running the second best agency in Britain, I thought if you can’t beat them, join 
them! So 1 did. 1 asked The Executive Club of St James’s to absorb our membership 
so they too could have the finest choice of unattached people in the UK, I am now.; 
proud to be working for an organisation 1 honestly believe to be the finest dating 
sendee it is possible to join. 


Offering to refund your membership fee towards any other dating sendee in the world, 
should you not agree that we are the best organisation available, should tell you 
volumes about the service. For more details call 07000 499 8833. 

Regards, i 

e.c. E.e. 


4 JJI 

1 


Marina 

For Introductions in Sussex 


01273 818100 



.Ok yes,.. must like dogs ... 


OK.C..A 







Katharine allen Tel: om 93S3U5 
18 Thayer Street^ London WlMST.D 


1 don't have a problem meeting people 
1 have a problem meeting the right oned' 


Honours 
SOCIAL IVEfVTS 



PERSONAL 

INTRODUCTIONS 


"Orrmtaw ■ outr u*, m 
wwitu> ■ uwcoma n m 


Make the Right Choice 
Meet the Right People! 


j^B r ^345 - 697087 


More than just an Introduction Agency- 


ni l ■ ■- . 
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THE LISTENER CROSSWORD 


No 3435: Contributions by Blank 
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LISTENER CROSSWORD No 3435 
NAME ^ assoaat * on Waterstone's 

ADDRESS.......... 


Cut out and send the completed crossword and coupon above to The . 
listener Crossword No 3435,63 Green Lane, St Albans. Hertfordshire 
AL3 6HE. by Thursday, November 20. 


w 

WATERSTONFS 



The winner will receive 
a Waterstone’s book * 
token worth £75. Five 
ranners-up will each 
receive a book token 
worth £10' 

Wafcretawls for opened a bookshop io 1982, and now has a branch in virtually evp/y 
major town and dty in the UK and Iretond. Each of its lOOodd branches has at least 
50.000 rides in sleek and can order any book curreniJy in prtnr in ibe UK- Oin-af-Print 
Bodcsearch. 01892 522700- Mailing Service and Signed Risi Editicns, 01225 448596. Ar 
yoar nearest branch ofWatersmne’s. call 0181-7423800. 


CHESS 


by Raymond Keene 




•JNG the past year Gany Kas- 
• has been co nsi stently suc- 
t] in contests against huznari ■ 
iUon, capturing the first 
in Las Palmas. Linares and 
■rod. However, at Tilburg in 
id he had to share top hon- 
Tth Vladimir Kramnik and 
widler. the reigning Russian 
on. This week’s game 
Swidler in devastating form 
the junior worid champion. 

Pete - SwUkr. Blade Tal 


1997 

Tefence 

06 2 d4 . d5 

Bb4 4 05 C5 

NimzDwitsdi variation 
ich Defence, often found 
rtoire of Nigel Short. 
3xc3+6 b*c3 Qc7 
lo7 8 M 

trust of White’s h-pawn 
indication of Writer 
itentions. ' 

17 9 h5 ' 1»6 

4 11 041 

huk in Horgen 1995. 
II dxc5 Nd7 12 Rh4 
. Bc6 13 Be3 Nxe514' 
vd2 (KWJ16 Qg4 N6 
Qb4 which led to an 

”L 

12 Rbl 6-0-0 

edrian hoping to 
k’s king from the 


* 


Blade should have tried to avoid 
this weakness fry playing 19 ... 
Rbs.- •.<••• 

20 a4 : <s ; • • • -'. >' 

After 20.1. (&e5fel aS bxaS 22 Rb7 
Kb8 White wins .with 23 Rxa?-* 
Kxa7 24 Rxb8 when Blade has no 
good way of recapturing. Accepting 
the other gambit pawn on. offer 
with 20... Qxc3also permits 21 a5. 

21 exfS gxfiS 22QQ 6 
After 22 ... e5 23 a5 bxaS (23 ... 
exd4 24 axb6 axb6 25 Rxb6 Qa7 26 
Bxd4) 24 Nb5 is also favourable for 
White. 

23 a5 . bxaS 24 Rb7 Qxb7 
25 Rxb7 Kxb7 26 Nb3 Rg4 

27 NxaSf-Kaa 

Although material is nominally 
equal Black has weaknesses to 
defend on both wings. In particular 
a queen is most powerful when the 
enemy; king, as here. lades 
protection. 

28 Bxh6 Rb8 29 g3 Rb5 



>us. Black .should 
aside by means of 
isonable chances.. 
; lines and Black’s 
irget once again. 
15 Rb4 Bd7 
17 Qg4 Nxd3 
19 Rft>1 b6 




After 29.. - Rh8 30 Bf4 Rxh5 31 Qe3 
White’s attadk against the black 
king takes an decisive forms. 

30 BfB Rxa5 31 Bxo7 Bo8 
32 M6 Bg6 33 Qo3 Ra1 + 
34 Kg2 Ra6 35 Qc5 Kb7 
36 Bw Black resigns 

White’s attack plus the passed 
pawn have finally stretched Black'S 
resources to breaking point 
The annual dinner of the Staun¬ 
ton Sodety will be hdd al the Royal 
Automobile Club an November 27. 
All members of toe Staunton 
Society, including those who nave 
qualified for membership by win¬ 
ning the weekly prize in tius col¬ 
umn. can apply for tickets, which 
are limited. Contact Barry Martin, 
secretary of the Staunton Sodety, 
at 98 Cole Bark Road, Twickenham 
TW1UA (0181-744 2868). 


WINNING MOVE 


n 



lid Keene 

Spondent 

position is from 
o - Borgo, San 


wiftly bring his 
to a successful 


nswer drawn on 
in a year's sub- 
aun ton Society- 

je published next 
cek’s competition: 


Last week's winner was: 
S Ormond, langport Somerset 



WHERE a vertical light runs into 27 across. one or iwo fetters 
shradd be taken from the due answer and pm imu 27 across 
at the aid of the light (where two fetters are taken, they 
should be added). Seven of the due answers for those venial 
lights -m coincidentally words in Chambers, two of them 
onty incidentally, and have been clued as such. The other ftw 
are clued without definition, but with rwn cryptic indications 
each. In the due.to each normal light, the cryptic indication 
gives an extra letter. Those letters, in clue order. speO out a 
quotation (in ODQ 4) and its author. 

ACROSS 

1 Point out game in mixed stew (3) 

4 See bow turn away lo goal beyond the Mi ssis sippi 

P) 

5 Nuns give utterance on Sunday: we saints not 
Catholic ar heart (8) 

11 Put life into wine before digestive failure (7) 

12 Fruit returned by servant in spring (6) 

13 Almost vertical? What is almost horizontal is even 
harrier (8) 

14 Running waters give energy to kiln endlessly (3) 

15 Reversing dry berm often buries past (6) 

18 Cabby baffled with edipse loses base to two-wheeler 
(7) 

19 Latin source (associated with their found--or 
se n ti m e n tality about one (5) 

20 Initial ugly look of sibling is scar formation (6) 

21 Fashion tradesmen (3) 

22 Set on bracken again (5) 

23 Heartless leap over and across the pond, that’s 
courage (5) 

25 Inheritance of worker from doubtful antecedents (7) 

26 Burmese surgeon lecturer taken in by Latin first (7) 

27 See preamble (14.3 words} 

28 Climbed pen without a date (5) 

31 Unwisely insures deceitful women (6) 

34 To hammer, pound, or skin (4) 

35 Came into view, or in view so rapidly in mirror (5) 

36 Pmdamation of year is everywhere scorned at first 

(4) 

37 Weaker batsmen to be indisposed (3) 

39 Bikini for example, is hidden by evil lothario 
looking the other way (5) 

40 Infantrymen making journeys in test cars (6) 

42 Responsibility fora bruised snout ff) 


44 Sticking point into rejected soul one causes painful 
obstruction (5) 

45 Apply soft greasy material to a dot after accident (4) 

46 Run out after a maiden by an ass (5) 

47 Components of Europium nor delected in new 
French star (4) 

48 From toe east once, taking age after that (6) 

49 Pay oar to retired soldier without a name f4) 

50 Sentimentality’s sweet in the inner rooms far the 
intermediary (9) 

53 Black birds brook no baurs — never distracted (11) 
DOWN 

1 Raffles rejected rugs for Jess than a halfpenny (8) 

2 Translator hidden in Jewish surplices had not 
exposed Greek magistrates (6) 

3 Thirsfer pulled rings (7) 

5 In the night before I contend (3) 

6 Bawl roughly at man on dole in hawker's round (S) 

7 Detailed truth about spies no good (7) 

S Sick party's not even agBe (4) 

9 Soldier? Confused about water? Not I! (7) 

10 Agrees to be sent from one hank to another (7) 
MLi|hl weight in bonce broken by heavyweight after 

16 Place of execution where rwo score consumed, 
overlooking peripheral fort (5) 

17 Swift ships run away before time (5) 

24 Measure of length of endless imllstream (3) 

28 Yoke with half a girdle, arranging gap between (7) 

29 File di sc ov e red by lawyer before Stale’s trial (7. two 
words) 

30 Cave supplies oil essential for current in grid (6) 

31 Make notes about at ail definite combination (7) 

32 Apply common sense to words used as names and 
minced oath (4) 

33 German cavalryman returning round Indonesia — 
he’s retreating (7) 

38 Confused logic with game not about round house (5) 
41 Locally pliant and weak Cockney's name (5) 

43 Strange aiure of nitrogenous waste (4) 

51 Place with a chair of sanctuary: not very good, 
always in court (8) 

52 Smeared green ink about part of column with ruler (8) 

54 Annoyance with censor's stumbling bodyguard (8} 
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Solution and Notes for No 3432 
Alibi Two by Fenrix 

The redundant wurds and placing or* grid: 

ACROSS: 1. permit. 25D13. transports. 45D14. heathen. 35A IS. 
unusable. 10D lb. coruxno. 26A17. urethane. 31D14. languidly. 
27A 33. fevered, 44D 25. optimistic. 4D 26. persistent. 3?A 27. 
dutiful. 3D 2S. exorcising. 34A 29. edh. 46A 3). invariably. 40D 
34. northern, !7D 35 educational 23A 3b. inenmm. I9A 37. 
irving, 2D 41. together, 30D 4t consider. 43D 43. legumes. 2&A 
46. extra. 24D 47. always, 5D4S. lunatic. 51A49. theatre. 38D 50. 
leg-spinner. 7D 51. chamber. 2SA 

DOWN: 2- evidently, 49A 3. hemic. 12D 4. barbarous. 37A S. 
enemy. 16A 6. container. ISD 7. upvalued. J1DH. domestic. 13D 
9. scenery. 48A 10. unimaginable. 33D 11. korfball. 17A 12 


___ ling-si age. _ 

independence. 43A 38. poets, 15A 39. hnmbre. 41A 40 l trials. 8D 
43. outlaws, 21D 44. silicates. 14A 45. sermon. 2QA 
The winner is DJ. Dare-Plum pi on. from Boston in Lincoln¬ 
shire. Hie runners up am G.M. Neighbour of Pinner. London: 
Mr W. Hulme of Tonbridge. Kent; Mrs J. Walker of 
Crowthome. Berkshire; Mrs B. Kennedy of Harnmr-on-lhe- 
HtU. London; Mrs H. Roberts of London. 


BRIDGE 


by Robert Sheehan 


THE World Giampionships con¬ 
cluded in Tunisia last week. The 
four USA teams dominated the 
early stages; toe nvo reams in fhe 
open event |the Bermuda Bowl) 
finished first and second in the 
round robin, and toe American 
women were second and third in 
the Venice Cup round robin, with 
toe French team winning. The 
British women also qualified for 
the knockout phase, but were 
beaten in the quarterfinals by 
China. The four American teams 
advanced to toe semifinals of their 
respective events, where toe rules of 
toe contest decreed they play each 
other. Thus there was an American 
team in each final. 

In the Bermuda Bowl toe other 
semifinalists were France and Nor¬ 
way. with the more experienced 
French team prevailing. The Amer¬ 
ican clash was a repeat of a long- 
running rivalry between Niekell, 
toe holders of the Bermuda Bowl, 
and Deutsch. Deuisch had beaten 
Nickel! in toe US trials, but over the 
last few years the Nickel! team has 
won most of their encounters, it 
was so again this time — the 
Nickel! team won easily. 

In toe 160-board final France 
(Paul Chemia, Michel Perron. 
Christian Mari. Alain Levy, Franc 
Mullion and Herve Mouiel) took a 
50 IMP lead into the third day and 
held on to win by 27 IMPs. 

In toe second Venice Cup semifi¬ 
nal China, the losing finalists in 
toe 1996 Olympiad, beat France, 
but were beaten by USA 1 in the 
final. 

The hand in toe next column is 
from the match between USA II 
and Norway in the Bermuda Bowl 
round robin. Jeff Meckstroto found 
a chance for his contract that few 
players in the world would have 
considered. 


H'rwss R'wefl H'gemo M’stmth 

1H Pass 3C 

Paw 3 NT Pass 4C 

Paw 5C AH Pass 

Contract Five Clubs by South 
Lead, seven of diamonds 

Meckstroth's Three Club bid was 
invitational, .and he should no 
doubt have passed 3NT. which 
would have been a straightforward 
contract, but then there would have 
been no story. Five Clubs has only 
two top losers, but if the defence 
switch to spades after winning toe 
first heart they will take three tricks. 

When West led a diamond 
Meckstroto could see that if he put 
up toe ace East would give his 
partner count in diamonds, and the 
defence would find the shift to 
spades. So he played the ten of 
diamonds at the first trick. After 
Helgemo won the queen he 
unsuspectingly continued toe suit, 
allowing Meckstroto to throw a 
small heart away. Next he led a low 
heart from dummy, which 
Helgemo fatally ducked — had he 
taken toe ace declarer would have 
had to guess toe heart position. 
Helness rook the king and switched 
to spades, but it was too late. 
Declarer had a ruffing finesse in 
hearts to get rid of the spade loser. 


v-t. ; - 


WORD ANSWERS 


VERVET 

(c) A species of monkey native lo various parts of Africa. 

ZAMARRA 

(a) A sheepskin jacket worn by Spaniards. The Spanish word. 
VALLAR 

(b) Of a crown or garland; bestowed as a distinction on the first soldier 
to mount toe enemy's rampart. 

WHIPPERGINNIE 

(a) A term of reprobation or abuse applied to a woman. The land of 
whipperginnie is a nickname for purgatory. Answers from page 36 


COMPUTER GAMES AND PASTIMES 


byTimWapshott 


CAN YOU have fun on the 
Internet? Yes. depending, on your 
definition of ' fitiPlSnrdi the 
Internet for gopej^d-fashioned fun 
and rites are 

listed, although- 'you might not 
want to check them all out 
The problem is that whatever 
word is used in a Web site’s 
description appears in toe found 
index. And toe problem with the 
word fun is that too many people 
use it in die hope of enticing visitors 
to their otherwise dreary pages. 

Many of the 4JXX)-plus sites refer 
to joke compilations, where any 
humorous .content tends to be 
gossamer thin. For example, one 
dedicated to two-liners starting: 
"You know you’re an Internet 
junkie when... ” (http://www.hpc. 
ntua.gr/ktroulos/Neat/computer. 
html). The answers include: when 
you refer to going to the bathroom 
as downloading and when your 
eyeglasses have a Web site burnt in 
on them, neither of which seems 
worth the cost of a phone calL 
One of the wittier adult sites to 
try is Victor Lewis-Smith's (http:// 
www.lewis-5ntith.com/tndex.htm) 
which although promoting comedy 
tapes and related spin-offs also has 
plenty of anarchic humour on offer. 
Audio snatches give you a iaste of 



Follow the wit and wisdom of Victor Lewis-Smith on his Web site 


Mr Lewis-Smith’s wisdom, such as 
his impersonation of a baby turn¬ 
ing into a pig. as well as fine 
telephone wind-ups of the rich and 
famous including Mary White- 
house and Michael Winner. 

Also fisted under the generic 
“fun" heading are hundreds of 
educational rites for children, whh 
word, maths and science games 


featuring most The rite for Fun 
Science for Families Day! (http:// 
pa ges. prod i gy .com / LA / f u n 
srience/funsdence.html) fists hun¬ 
dreds of sdence-related sites for 
children worth a look. Among 
these is toe Exploretorium (http:// 
www.exploratorium.edu), which 
comes out of San Francisco with 
activities to be attempted beyond 


the computer, which you may or 
may not want to try, such as how to 
build your own pinhole camera or 
dissect a cow’s eye. 

EDUCATION multimedia com¬ 
pany YTTM and Teesride Tertiary 
College are holding their second 
Interactive History Day on Tues¬ 
day. This follows toe success of 
their first experiment in June which 
recreated the events of July I9B 
that lead to the First World War. 
Then more than 70,000 hits were 
recorded in the 24-hour period. 

Next week's experience wfll focus 
on toe unfolding events at toe 1919 
Versailles Peace Conference lead¬ 
ing to toe Treaty of Versailles. 
Students logging on will be adopt¬ 
ing toe role of toe principal 
participating countries who must 
debate with others at home to 
decide on a strategy for their nation 
to take to toe negotiating table. The 
rite is aimed at A-level history 
students; schools and colleges 
wishing to lake part should pre- 
register at YlTM's WW1 site 
(http://www.yitm.com/yifm/ 
wwl/). 

TO CLOSE, toe winners of 
Cyberspace Thirty-Six, who each 
scoop Kodak DC2S digital cameras 


with ouramgrafulations. They are 
Roy Kennedy from Exeter. Devon, 
for his out-of-focus yet crisply 
atmospheric snap of HMS King 
George V. and Nicholas Jones from 
Southgate, north London, descend¬ 
ing a water chute. Their entries 
have already appeared: the third 
winner is Michael Tromp from 
Ormskirk. Lancashire, who began: 
“The heat is suffocating, the walls 
glisten with condensation, sweat 
trickles down toe face on to the 
high-fitting collar ... toe atmo¬ 
sphere is electric. John Lennon is 
on stage at toe Cavern belting out 
Twist and Shout.” The standard 
was exceptional and thank you to 
everyone who entered. 


TWO BRAINS 

ANSWERS 


Solutions to the questions 
on page 36 

Question 1:7+4/8+673*9095-10253 

Question h 



NEW SOFTWARE 


HEY good looking, what ya got 
cooking? Not enough, really. Riven 
is the sequel to Myst, toe bestseller 
a few years bade. The game comes 
on five CD-Roms and we can 
assume that most of the space is 
taken up with the beautiful graph¬ 
ics. Mouse-dick driven, the quick- 
change slide show sometimes kicks 
into silky video sequences in which 
you are sped from one glorious 
setting to another on what can only 
be described as a wood-and-brass 
roller-coaster ride which could 
have been designed by H.G. Wells. 
Such journeys are cumbersome on 
disc space so you can find yourself 
constantly juggling with CD-Roms. 
Red Orb’s Riven is a delicate affair, 
with a handful of subtle cryptic 
dues to solve if you are to progress 
through its ranks. While some are 
sure to persevere, too many players 
might mid their enthusiasm evapo¬ 
rates as the mystery slowly unfolds. 
The five CD-Roms are dual format, 
for Mac and Windows 95. Inside 
the packaging is an order form for 
toe Riven — Hints and Solutions 
bode (£17.95) and therein lies the 
problem: to solve this mystery 
properly you probably wfll need 
the book, suggesting it has become 
too intricate and clever for its own 

good. 

Verdict 7 out of 10. Mesmer- 
iangly beautiful but w*>efully un¬ 
penetrable mystery. 09.99. 

LOAD BBC Multimedia's Live and 
Kidring CD-Rom onto your mach¬ 
ine and within a couple of minutes 
you conclude that it is a dud of epic 
proportions. With this title you 
theoretically male your own edi¬ 
tion of toe corporation's Saturday 
rooming favourite Live and Kick¬ 
ing. by putting together a variety of 



Riven: subtle cryptic clues 


shoots and music tracks, then 
adding a couple of links. The end 
product is so dire that even Chan¬ 
nel 5 wouldn’t run it. 

In toe Leprechauner mode you 
make a handful of totally unfunny 
jokes, in Game Buflder you can 
make a puzzle called “Lrtot the 
Fruit". There are no famous models 
walking the catwalk in the fashion 
shoot you oversee, instead toe 
show's presenters Zoe Ball and 
Jamie Theakston strut their stuff. 
Music Comer is where you can 
combine a handful of samples to 
build up dreary tunes and in An 
For'em you make a picture with 
insufferable duo Dominic and 
Daniel. Then you “sit back and 
watch your exclusive version of 
Live and Kicking", if the blurb is to 
be believed. Actually, I tried this 
out with several wannabe pro¬ 
gramme-makers and none of them 
stayed with the title long enough to 
reach the payoff. Live and Kicking 
is a bland and colourless title. 
There is little explanation of how 
each tasks works, nor a ready help 
facility. 

Verdict 2 out of 10. Ghastly BBC 
children’s programme-maker 
lacking a single saving grace. 
£29.99. 


SOLUTION TO JUMBO CROSSWORD 133 




E 

B 

a 

B 

B 

B 

E 

B 

a 

D 

a 

B 

B 

B 

a 

□ 

a 

B 

a 

E 

a 

E 

a 


S 3 


n 


E 


B 


E 


B 


□ 


E 


□ 


B 


E 


B 


B 


a 

E 3 

E 

D 

D 

n 

D 

E 


£3 

B 

B 

B 

B 

E 

D 

D 

E 


a 

E 

B 

B 

B 

B 

E 

D 

E 

D 


D 


E 


D 


E 


B 


B 




B 




B 


B 


E 


E 

Q 

D 

D 

E 

B 


a 

E 

B 

D 

B 

B 

E 

B 

a 


a 

E 

E 

B 

D 

B 

O 

D 

E 

B 

B 

D 


E 


E 



B 


B 


D 


E 



B 


□ 



B 


B 

a 

D 

D 

D 

D 

E 

a 


a 

B 

E 

E 

E 

D 

B 

E 

a 

B 

n 

D 


a 

a 

n 

B 

E 

B 

E 


B 


B 




D 


B 


B 


B 


B 


a 


D 


D 


E 

HI 

D 

a 

B 

B 

B 

E 

D 

a 

B 

D 

B 

B 

D 

B 

B 

n 

B 

B 


a 

B 

B 

E 

E 

B 

E 



B 



B 


B 


D 




B 


B 



B 


B 


B 



S 3 BQS 

E 

DBBBDEB 


a 

B 

B 

B 

a 

B 

E 


a 

B 

D 

E 

a 

a 


E 


B 


B 

B 


E 


E 


B 


D 


E 

B 


B 


B 

3 

D 

E 

□ 

D 

D 

B 

D 

B 

B 


a 

D 

D 

a 

D 

B 

B 

B 

a 

B 

B 

B 

B 

fl 

E 

E 


E 


D 


D 


B 


a 


B 


B 


B 


c 

B 


B 


B 


E 

a 

m 

B 

B 

E 

D 

B 


a 

D 

D 

D 

B 

B 

D 

B 


a 

O 

E 

B 

B 


B 

B 

E 

D 

E 


B 


B 


C 


E 

D 




B 


a 


B 


E 


B 


B 


D 

a 

D 

B 

E 

B 







n 

■ >j 


a 

B 


B 

B 

B 

E 

B 

B 

B 

B 

E 



D 


B 


c 




1 


B 




B 


E 


D 


E 



a 

D 

E 

B 

B 

B 

fl 

a 

D 

D 

E 

B 

E 

EE 

B 

B 

B 

B 

D 

B 

a 

E 

E 

E 

a 

D 


B 


B 


B 


D 


E 


D 


D 


E 




E 


B 


B 

a 

C 

B 

B 

B 

E 


a 

B 

B 

D 

D 

B 

B 

B 

B 

B 

a 

a 


a 

E 

E 

D 

a 

E 

B 

E 3 


B 


a 


B 




E 


B 


□ 


B 



E 


D 


fl 

a 

E 

D 

B 

a 

E 

E 

D 

E 

B 

a 


a 

E 

E 

D 

E 

B 

B 

B 

a 


a 

D 

E 

D 

B 

D 


B 


B 


B 


B 


E 




D 


D 

B 


B 


E 


E 


B 

£3 

D 

B 

B 

B 

D 

B 

B 

B 


a 

BB 

B 

B 

B 

B 

E 

B 


a 

E 

B 

B 

D 

D 

E 

D 


B 


B 


B 


B 


E 


B 


D 


B 


B 


m 


B 


E 


E 


El 

E 

BB 

B 

B 

B 

B 

E 

n 

B 

D 

a 

E 

B 

B 

D 

E 

D 

E 

E 

B 

B 




29 


(y 


Deatef Nortft 

Same all, imps 

'e 

d 


♦ A96 

;r 

ie 

71 


VJ 10652 
• A102 


♦ K8 

0 

*K753 

! -. M. | ♦QJ6i 

0 

VK8 

j W 6{VA074 

d 

•KJ974 

i _ 80863 


*32 

' „ 1 *o 


8104 

it 


▼ 03 

's 


*5 

o 


8 AJ1097 6 5 4 

e 

W N 

e s 

2 

e 


The winner of an Alfred Dun hill AD200Q. worth £125, is Mrs Carol Pearce, of Buckhurst Hill, Essex 
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MODERN MANNERS 


by John Morgan 


Send your queries to Morgan's Modem Manners, The Times, Weekend, 1 
Pennington Street, London El 9XN. 


My wife and I are about to 
celebrate our first wedding 
anniversary. My father tells me 
that it is commemorated by a 
paper present but I am at a loss as 
to what to give her. 

— Timothy Robson, Hexham. 
Northumberland. 

Think laterally, think tickets. 
A friend of mine solved this 
problem with great aplomb by 
presenting his wife with two tickets 
(paper) to a particularly beautiful 
island m the West Indies, adjacent 
to the one where they had spent 
their honeymoon, and which she 
had wanted to visit He then had 
the photographs of their holiday 
mounted in a magnificent album 
(paper again). 


I am in my sixties and have 
still not discovered why some 
people, when writing to a news¬ 
paper. sign off “Yoor obedient 
servant". Surety if you buy that 
editor’s newspaper, be should be 
considered yoor servant? IsnT (be 
whole idea ridiculous, 
anyway? 

— John Andrews. 

London NW3. 

“Your obedient 
servant" is a relic 
from the days when 
long, flowery, some¬ 
what exaggerated 
demonstrations of sub¬ 
mission were con¬ 
sidered the polite way 
to dose formal letters. 

Today such embel¬ 
lishments are used 
only in very rare 
circumstances, such as when corr¬ 
esponding directly with The Queen 
and other members of the Royal 
Family. To use them when writing 
to the Fourth Estate seems particu¬ 
larly archaic. 

At this time of the year, when 
should a gentleman start 
wearing his poppy? I boy mine 
several weeks before the due dale, 
but am unsure as to when in 
advance of Remembrance Son- 
day 1 should start to wear it 

— Claude R Hart Seven oaks, 
Kent 

As the donations go to charity 
it is appreciated and correct 
for men to start wearing poppies as 
soon as the Poppy Appeal begins 
on October 29. Everyone should 
wear them in the week before Rem¬ 
embrance Sunday. 

Last year we stayed in a hotel 
on a half-board basis for the 
first time. The meals were aD 
buffet sendee. At the end of oar 
stay ( was not sure how to deliver 
the gratuity I felt was expected by 
the head waiter. Should I have 
requested an envelope from the 
reception desk or left a cadi sum 
openly on our table on our last 
night? What is the expected 
amount? 

Name and address withheld. 

Tips of this nature should be 
given personally. Therefore I 



would have recommended your 
placing the tip in cash in a small 
envelope and giving it to the head 
waiter when you left the dining 
room for the last time. About 10 per 
cent of your bill would be appropri¬ 
ate. because you had been residents 
and not enjoyed foil sendee at your 
table. 

A rather pleasant surprise is 
to find a £1 Lottery ticket 
tucked inside a birthday card. 
However, what is the etiquette if 
one were to win £5 million? Do 
you offer to share it with the 
person sending you the gift, send 
them a token (say £100) or return 
the £1 ft originally cost them? 

— Professor Anthony Held. The 
Barbican. London EC2. 

S A super-generous gesture is 
required in these circum¬ 
stances. My advice is to base the 
amount of money you offer to the 
present giver on what might rea¬ 
sonably be expected by an agent for 
dinching a deaf for you. These 
commissions - range 
from 10 to 20 per cent 
of the whole, although 
I always think 12i> per 
cent is about the right 
amount. In the sum 
you describe, this 
would mean a rather 
stunning £625.000 for 
your friend. Good 
news all round. I’d say. 


PAN BLAIR 

PILOT Ton THE T0RESEEABLE 



I recently gave a 
birthday party to 
celebrate an anniver¬ 
sary. Although I sent 
many invitations to 
friends in the United States, I 
received not one single reply, 
despite a prominent RSVP on the 
card. 1 subsequently asked one of 
these friends she had received the 
summons and was told: “Oh yes, 
but we weren’t travelling in 
Europe at that time, so we as¬ 
sumed you would realise that we 
couldn't attend." It was only a 
drinks party, but I wondered if 
I'm quite justified in feeling 
slightly bemused by this reaction. 

— William Cardew, Patney. 
Devizes, Wiltshire. 

They know not what they do. 
Nevertheless, you are quite 
right id feel bewildered. Good 
manners are universal and your 
American friends’ behaviour is 
particularly thoughtless by the 
standards of any civilised society. 
Maybe next time you should think 
twice about asking them? 

When is a lounge not a 
lounge but a sitting room 
and when Is a sitting room not a 
sitting room but a drawing room?. 

— Maurice Tbyfor, Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire. 

A lounge is a lounge only in 
an airport. Otherwise it is a 
sitting room, unless ifS rather 
grand, and then it's a drawing 
room. 

John Morgan is associate editor of 
GQ magazine 


WORD WATCHING 


By Philip Howard 

VERVET 

a. A thick fabric 

b. A herb 

c. A monkey 

ZAMARRA 

a. A sheepskin jacket 

b. Fate 

c. A gypsy dance 

VALLAR 

a. A bodyguard 

b. A badge of honour 

c. A household god 

WHIPPERGINNIE 

a. A loose woman 

b. A gorse bush 

c. A sailor's knot 

Answers on page 35 


TWO BRAINS 


Question I: 

In the following sum each of the digits from 
0 to 9 is used. Given that S+V-E, can you - 
make the sum work? 

A 

CAT 

HAS 

NINE 

LIVES 

Question 2: 

Insert a letter into each of the ten blank 
squares so that you can trace out all 11 
placenames listed. To trace out a name you 
may start from any square: but each move 
must be to an adjacent letter square — 
horizontally, vertically or diagonally. You 
may use a letter as many times as you like- 
even in the same word. 


m 

Answers on page 35. 


CHEAM. CHESTER. 
COWES. CREWE, ESHER. 
LEWES. MARCH, WALES, 
WARE. WASH. 
WORCESTER 

R.K. 


CROSS WORDS 


by Brian Greer 




I plan to provide* guide to the 
architectural style of cryptic 
clueing as practised in the 
Tunes Crossword, .beginning 
with an overview today. 

The majority of cryptic dues 
combine a definition with an 
indication of the answer based 
on wordplay of some sort, either 
of which components may come 
first in the due. Each of die forms 
of wordplay has its own internal 
structure. An anagram, for ex¬ 
ample, must include both ingre¬ 
dients (the letters to be used) and 
directions to mix them. A "hid¬ 
den" due contains a group of 
words within which die answer 
lurks as a sequence of letters, 
together with some pointer to the 
lurking. Clues based on homo- 


PICTURE LINE 


phones exploit a word sounding 
like the answer but spelt differ¬ 
ently, signalled by a phrase such 
as “we hear". Other dues 
amount to construction kits pro¬ 
viding components and the . in¬ 
structions far assembling them 
by cutting, reversing, juxtapos¬ 
ing. and inserting. 

There are three main excep¬ 
tions from die equation due * 
definition + wordplay. The first 
case is when die second indica¬ 
tion of the answer is simply 
another definition, as in Beat 
poet (5). The second is the cryptic 
definition, where the d efinition is 
die wordplay. This type of due, 
which has long been a hallmark 
of the Times Crossword, is my 
favourite. A classic of the genre is 


The cylinder is jammed (5,4) 
and a particularly fine recent 
example is Weapon that quick¬ 
ens the poise (3-7). The final 
exception to be considered is 
especially appreciated by compil¬ 
ers and has come to be known as 
the “& Lit" due. Here the 
definition and die cryptic indica¬ 
tion drintide, as in “What gets 
me in post improperly? (8)" 
which can be read both as an 
indication that the answer is an 
anagram of “me in post" and 
literally as a definition of the 
answer. Another example, not 
using an anagram, is Take 
sweetheart and ran (5). 

The answer to Will Shortfx 
puzzle from last week is Bronte: 
To Be or Not to Be. 
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READERS are invited to suggest 
what Prince Harry and his father, 
pictured right, might be saying. 

This picture, recently printed in 
The Times, will appear again next 
week with an entry chosen from 
those submitted. 


Send “speech bubble” suggestions 
on a postcard with your name and 
address to PkiureUne, Weekend. 

The Times, 1 Pennington Street 
E19XN. 

The Editors decision is finaL The 
dosing dale for entries is Wednesday. 
November 13. 


Last week’s winning caption. left, 
was submitted by Mr John Smailes, of 
Coxhoe, Co Durham. 



ALFRED DUNHfLL 

LONDON 


JUMBO CROSSWORD 135 


The prize for the first correct solution to be opened will be an 
Alfred Dunhill AD2000, worth £125, the world’s first 
interchangeable, capless roUerball/ballpoint pen. Streamlined 
and made from black resin with a gold-plated dip, it has 
perfect writing balance. Entries should be sent to: Jumbo 
Crossword 135, The Times, 1 Pennington Street, London El 9XN 
to arrive by Monday November 17. The name of the winner will 
be published in Weekend on Saturday, November 22. 
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ACROSS 

I One noted hue indicating where 
the traffic should be lighter? 

16 Playwright—one with my awn 
company fO 

17 A nervous reaction about first 
proposal? Reflection's good on 
such things (9) 

18 Desdemona’s father needing 
supporter in boat at sea (9} 

19 Spilling ja£n over suit is liable to 
put one m a spin (11) 

20 Not consistent with man hiding 
deserter (7) 

21 Queen's very much put on face of 
coinage (7) 

22 Old English king heard our 
appeal for shelter (5) 

23 Primarily, signet set in grand 

gemstone is main arrangement 
whereby a bishop assumes power 
(IS) ^ 

25 One should go straight fortbe 
king (5) 

26 it’s abhorrent when strong and 
healthy will swallow illici t drug 

(7) 

28 Lawyer offered adult backing, stfll 

about rent (8) 

30 Unorthodox belief: faulty costing 
is gaining millions ( 10 ) 

34 Beware going back — uranium’s 
corroded — get away from 
danger* (8) 

36 Fish’s characteristic in waters off 
Tasmania (4.6) . 

38 Element—new one discovered in 
fluid discharge (7) 

40 Discourage one. and make speech 
become worse (11) 

41 Vale in Greece— holy place left 
abandoned (5) 

43 Lo«^^er with new recipe for 

45 A model subject yet preach 
badly? (9) 

46 Secure advice about European 
Union (3.2) 

47 Arrayed queen in state—no 
knight and pages following (2.9) 

48 Old family's on holiday in North 
Japanese island (7) 

50 Lay down whole suit in dubs? (10) 

52 Awkward endless niggle—land 
my joints! (8) 

54 Carelessly made idn asset like a 
rock (10) 

55 Vulgarly sdfassertive crabbing 
AA man? I become badly behaved 

57 A tinker mended part of horn, 
perhaps (7) 

60 Unpleasant smell I note with 
organic son (5) 

62 Where the joking lakes place? 

(9.6) 

65 Decorative work round Volume 
One (5) 

66 A shutting of the door interrupted 
doctor’s light P.4) 

68 Even has it with morning miming 
over afternoon p e rfo rm ance? (7) 

69 Tm building front with a mititary 
unit's equipment (11) 

71 On which Utah and Colorado 
adopted a common line? (9) 

72 Liberal Gentian's agreeing about 
Banjul being riotous capital dly (9) 

73 (ike unloved garden urn, maybe? 
P-4) 


74 Sic 


DOWN 

2 Amateur attack gaining nothing 
(3-6) 

3 Almost show disapproval over 
writer's mock tide (3,4) 

4 As its citizens have it a country’s 
not entirely unanimoos in rising 

5 Italian used a pen a lotto rough 
draft (10) 

6 Last bit of mystery doaks strange 
yellow container (7) 

7 Popular new footballer—he may 
put one over the bar with a kick jp) 

8 Spellbinding, getting a stall 
finally for one in coronation (11) 

9 On tire side, I adore heartless 
witticisms (8) ■ 

10 One goes after greeting graduate 
at church barbecue (7) 

11 What won? be used when you go 
to lift dancer’s middle? (5) 

12 Use classified pages again to 
study lines ifS set up to (M) 

13 Portuguese resort turns out 
costlier when its not cold (7) 

14 Song about the old way of 
wOTfcto^in precious metals? 

15 Belkxfs question concerning 
Prosperers reflection on the 

Crown of Milan? (23A23.7) 

23 Study of current forces has Army 
science told to reform (15) 

24 Page’s confidante for William to 
bouse of Whidsor? (8.7) 

27 Dance has some neighbour 
reefing (7) 

29 Flight path to carry jet astray? (10) 

31 An uplifted sightseer's not old— 
he strips off! (5) 

32 Fool catches Father Henry with 
unknown spontaneous illness (9) 

33 A noted fVime Minister might 
become weak-spirited without it 
( 10 ) 

35 Rock thrown up in bizarre row (9) 
37 It’s t o have the same score he 
composed to France (5) 

39 Risk a wet upset? (5-3) 

42 Some blame top golfer when 
continually selecting number 
three wood (5) 

44 John Steed, English, lying in gmt*- 

49 Gujlg often apportioned by this 

51 Pud rigs pan out here? (7.4) 

53 N2 shrub akin to phlox, it's said 
(5-5) 

56 Sapper Gwyn kept in radio 

feature? (9) 

58 Bird flying north over 
promontory (9) 

59 Keeping a deep silence, simply ' 
exist in prison (8) 

61 Northern Amish set out hard 
legal precepts (7) 

63 Emulsion needs hardness on top 
of acrylic (7) 

64 Folding paper note after a- 
cheques settled up (7) 

65 Large feflaw, 51, Turkish (7) 

67 ffarking sounded a pain wbere 

Joey grew np (5) 

70 Mournftzl magic z? good in 
dreadful circumstances (5) 
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ACROSS 
1 Irish elf (1(9 

8 Pterions metal bars (7) 

9 Forest clearing (5) 

10 Run with long strides (4) - 

11 Frenzied, mad state (8) 

13 Pourjuices over (roast) (5) 

14 Smallest amount (5) 

16 items: soiidtnr’s naming . 

.-.( 8 ). 

17 Curve (4) - 

20 Hit influence: a patch (5) 

21 Holiday visitor (7) 

22 Where Ainofd beard Sea of 
Faith, withdrawing pk5) 


DOWN 

T Defamatory publication (5) 

2 First place (race grid) (4,8) 

3 Send out (4) 

'4 Yearn (6) 

5 Awkward, inelegant (8) 

6 Span./Port-speaking New i 
World (5.7) 

7 Curtain-raiie 0 ver( 6 ) 

12. Victim of Tybalt (ft &J) (8) 
13 Office of eg bank; part of ' 

- tree (6) 

IS Boil with foam(6) 

18 European: Cockney wife (5) 

19 Restraln(t) (4) 


SOLUTION TDNO 1245 

ACROSS: 7 Adorn 5 Glazier 9 Persist 10 Kukri 
11 Dais (2Stitches -15Dog-eared 16 Grim 19 Nomad 
21 Allowed 22 Sundial 23 Noise . ' 

DOWN: 1 Tapped 2 Hoarding 3 India 4 Rachels 
5Sink 6Ttaite 8 Go tothe wall 13Hardware MMaudlin 
15 Danish 17 Madder 18 ding 20'Menu 
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LAHC plans bid of up to £200m 
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on GAN Life 


By Caroline Merrell 




--1 



A VULTURE fund set up by 
Lord Rothschild to acquire 
ailing insurance companies 
is posed to make its most 
ambitious acquisition since it 
was launched two years ago. 

Life Assurance Holding 
Corporation (LAHC), partly 
owned by St James’s Place 
Capital (SJPQ, is believed to 
be iii talks to acquire GAN 
Life, which has funds under 
management of £2.4 bflfion. 

LAHC is in the final stages 
of examining GAN with the 
aim of making a purchase. 
The deal could "be finalised 
aritfiun weeks. Analysts befieve 
fiatGAN could.cost.up.to 
£200 mfllicn to buy. 

. SJPC, where Lord .Roth¬ 
schild is a., director and-Sir 
Mark Weinberg, founder of 
Allied Dunbar and Abbey life, 
is, chairman, set up LAHC to 
buy life insurance companies. 
that were becoming increasing 
ly vulnerable tot 


ti 


Weinberg: set up LAHC 


m.. . 





T " f M E S 

con e's s 




w^i a tourer regulatory re-' 
gKoeand increasmgpirk£ com- 
petition on policies to force 
companies to pull out of 
market. 

LAHC profits are generated 
from the annual management 
fees charged to policyholders 
on dosed funds. However, 
LAHC has managed to ac¬ 
quire wily two small com¬ 
panies.; Crown Life and 
Windsor life, and failed to 
acquire Albany life, which 
was bought by Canada Life, 
and Provident Mutual, which 
was sold to General Accident- 
GAN life’s state-owned 


French parent company is 
believed to want to finalise a 
deal before the end of fheyear. 
The French Government aims 
to privatise GAN early in 1998 
but must .first sell off SO per 
cent of ifs overseas assets. 

The UK division of. GAN 
also includes a general insur¬ 
ance arm. In total, tile UK life 
and general divisions' com¬ 
prise 50 per cent of-CAN'S 
overseas assets. 

A spokeswoman for GAN 
Life said that the parent 
company had made it dear 
that it was planning to sell off 
its foreign assets. She said: 
“We have had talks with a 
number of interested parties." 
She would not comment fur¬ 
ther about LAHC 

John Wybrew, LAHC chief 
executive, said: “Even if there 
is something going on, I 


cannot comment about it** He 
admitted that the company 
had been in the running to 
acquire Albany. 

Unlike the other companies 
pmthased by LAHC GAN 
Life is still actively selling 
policies through its 1200- 
strong direct sales force, 
which could make the com¬ 
pany expensive to dose down. 
GAN life was previously 
known as General Portfolio. 

Mr wybrew believes that 
less than a quartered the UK's 
200 life companies will exist in 
few years’time. 

As well as parr-owning 
LAHC SJPC now entirety 
owns J Rothschild Assurance 
(JRA), the company set up by 
Sir Mark and Mike Wflson. 
former Allied Dunbar manag¬ 
ing director, with the help of 
Scottish Amicable. Earlier this 
year, as a consequence of 
Prudential’s purchase of 
ScotAm, SJPC took over die 
entire ownership of JRA 

Following the change in 
,structure, SJPC said to ana¬ 
lysts that it intended to make 
JRA its core business, but was 
in talks with a foreign com¬ 
pany about a further purchase 
for LAHC which could be in 
cash or shares. 

The sell-off of GAN Life 
could herald the start of 
further rationalisation in the 
life insurance industry. 
Friends Provident and Npl, 
both mutual life insurers, are 
believed to be vulnerable to 
takeover, with Prudential, 
Halifax and Lloyds TSB lined 
up as possible predators. 



Commentary, page 29 Lord Rothschfld targets life companies vulnerable to takeover 




for Costain 


By Dominic Walsh 






SHARES in Costain, suspend¬ 
ed at 46p a year ago after the 
construction group hit finan¬ 
cial difficul ties, are expected to 
struggle to reach 40p when 
trading restarts this morning. 

Earlier this week, share¬ 
holders voted to approve a 
refinancing that has raised 
£475 million. The restructur¬ 
ing leaves Oostain with share¬ 
holders’'funds of £26 million 
and net cash of £59 million. 

The rescue rights issue, at 
40p a share, was underwritten 
bySkanskai the Swedish con¬ 
struction group, which has 
emerged with a 7.6 per cent 
stake in the enlarged group. It 
has an option to raise its 
holding to 40 per cent over 
three years, which would trig¬ 
ger a bid. 

One City analyst pointed 
out fiat with small sharehold¬ 
ers now holding just 12 per 

cent of tiie company there was 

unKkriy to be much liquidity 


in the stock. “There won’t be 
many buyers, but you may see 
some selling." she said. “The 
best one can hope for is the 
rights issue price of 40p, but I 
suspect it will come slightly off 
that in early trading." 

Another analyst said: “The 
reality is that the outlook 
remains uncertain. The share 
issue document was pep¬ 
pered with cautionary com¬ 
ments and warnings of 
challenging trading condi¬ 
tions ahead. The company is 
unlikely to return to . profit 
this year or next." 

After the reconstruction, 
Intria. the Malaysian con¬ 
struction group, has reduced 
its stake from 40 per cent to 
372 per cent, while Kharafi, 
the Kuwaiti construction 
company, has cut its holding 
from S per cent to 19.7 per 
cent Costain’s bankers have 
exchanged debts of £19 mil¬ 
lion for a 15.1 per cent stake. 




Channel 4 
seeks help 


to expand 


By Raymond Snoddy 

MEDIA EDITOR 


MICHAEL JACKSON, 
chief executive of Channel A 
has begun talks with British 
and international broadcast¬ 
ers to find partners to ex¬ 
pand the channel's commer¬ 
cial operations and Launch 
new digital channels. 

Mr Jackson sakt “We want 
to make (he mast of every 
commercial opportunity that 
Channel 4*5 brand and its 
programmes present We are 
flunking through the oppor¬ 
tunities and listening to what 
other people have to say to 
us.” Channel 4 is planning to 
launch up to three new chan¬ 
nels on digital terrestrial tele¬ 
vision. due to begin next 
autumn. 

Channel 4 also plans to 
expand both its web site and 
its publishing operations. 

Mr Jackson, wife came to 
Channel 4 from the BBC, 
does not rule out launching 
a new channel based on 
Channel 4*5 15-year pro¬ 
gramme archive. 

Media limes, page 39 


Rolls-Royce 
Cars doubles 
October sales 


By Kevin Eason and Adam Jones 


ROLLS-ROYCE Motor Cars 
douhled sales last month as 
executives at Vickers dis¬ 
cussed plans to sell Britain's 
most famous carmaker. 

While the rest of the car 
market slowed, sales of Rolls- 
Royces and Bentleys were worth 
almost £9 million, with registra¬ 
tions up bom 36 in October last 
year to 73 last month. 

The company is revamping 
and modernising its range 
and widening the appeal of the 
sportier Bentley marque. UK 
sales over the first ten months 
jumped from 787, against 59J 
at the same stage of last year. 

Vickers yesterday hit back 
at speculation that BMW, the 
front-runner for Rolls, had a 
clause in an existing engine 
supply contract allowing it to 
top any rival bids. It said it 
was contractually obliged to 
tell BMW when it started sale 
negotiations and must also 
say if die suitor is a motor 


manufacturer. However, it 
will not name them, or reveal 
any bid details. Vickers, which 
may be (he subject of a hostile 
bid from Mayflower also 
hinted that the proceeds from 
a Rolls-Royce sale might fund 
a share buyback. 

October was less rosy for 
mass carmakers as registra¬ 
tions of new cars slowed rapid¬ 
ly. Sales rose only L3 per cent in 
October to 156,706, well down 
on the rate of improvement 
through the rest of the year. 

.□ Salomon Brothers said yes¬ 
terday that the possible hostile 
bid for Vickers by Mayflower 
displayed "a worrying degree 
of hubris on the part of 
Mayflower's management if 
they think they are so good 
they could make tins deal 
work". Nick Cunningham, an 
analyst, said a break-up made 


more sense. 


New world, page 31 


IMF warns of double danger to UK 




By AtASDAiR Murray 
ECONOMICS CORRESPONDENT 






THE -International Monetary Fund said 
yesterday that Britain's recent “impres¬ 
sive’’ economic performan ce is t hreatened 
by surging demand and a strong pound. 

The IMF said it saw a double danger to 
the health of the economy with rapid 
domestic demand leading to higher foliar 
tran wfuk (be rising pound could ftft the 
“frail" manufacturing sector prompting a 
“hard landing’ for the economy next year. 

Hie IMF report was issued shortly after 
the Bank of England surprised the markets 
by raising rates a further quarter point to 
7.25 percent Eco^snists said the decision 


to raise rates, so soon after a period of 
financial market turbulence, may have 
led to a split m the monetary policy 
committee {MFC) for the first tone. 

But It showed that the Bank was willing 
to take tough derisions to establish its 
credibility and is likely to be willing to 
raise rates further. 

Geoffrey Dicks, UK economist at Nat- 
West markets, said: •‘It enhances the anti¬ 
inflation credentials of the MKT. In effect 
they are saying, we won’t make the policy 
mistakes of 1987-88 again." 

Analysts pointed to the statement 
issued by the committee which sent no 
dear signal that interest rates had 
peaked. In contrast, the Bank’s statement 


in August made dear that it wanted to 
"pause" to reassess the economic outlook. 

The interest rate rise, coupled with ex¬ 
pectations of further rises, sent the pound 
soaring to a five-year high against the yen 
of 20S33. It daubed more than two 
pfennigs against the mark to DM2.9116 
and reached a four-month high against 
the dollar of $1.6919. Sterling’s Trade- 
weighted index dosed up 0.9 at 1033. 

The stock market took the rise largely in 
its stride, dosing dawn 445 prints at 
4563.8 after a 25 per cent fell in Hong 
Kong and an early decline on Wail Street 


\ 


Commentary, page 29 
V Economic View page 31 




Loyalty cards 
help Boots 
to record 
interim result 


By Fraser Nelson 


LOYALTY cards launched by 
Boots, the chemist group, are 
poised to become the most 
widely held in the country 
within the next 12 months, 
making its scheme the most 
popular on the high street 

The company, which yester¬ 
day revealed record interim 
resales, has issued 3.8 million 
of its “Advantage" cards in the 
first ten weeks of the offer with 
500.000 applications stiff to 
process. 

It is hoping to reach right 
million of its customers within 
tiie first year of the scheme, 
but the take-up has so far 
overshot internal forecasts by 
20 per cent This suggests a 
total of 11 million cards by the 
end of nett year, against the 
ten million held by customers 
of Sains bury, whose scheme is 
currently tiie market leader. 

Boots Advantage cards, 
which offer a 4 per cent dis¬ 
count on 10.000 goods, were 
used for 20 per cent of its sales 
in the six months to Septem¬ 
ber 30. helping like-far-like 
turnover to grow 45 per cent 


in the core Boots stores. After a 
£9.2 million cost of setting up 
the scheme, profits grew 5.9 
per cent, to £253 million, 
before tax and exceptional 
items. 

Lord Blyth. chief executive, 
said the company expects most 
of its 14 million regular cus¬ 
tomers ro subscribe to its 
loyalty card by next Septem¬ 
ber and is prepared to spend a 
further £10 million bolstering 
the scheme. The company 
hopes that the cards will 
eventually be used for 30 per 
cent of sales. 

He added that it plans to 
open 40 stores each year for 
the foreseeable future and is 
excited about setting up in 
Japan while die slump on the 
country's retail property 
prices cotinues. 

The shares fell 2Jhp to 868hp 
yesterday, as analysts said prof¬ 
its from the core retail chain 
were shy of expectations. An 
interim dividend of 6.7p (62p) is 
due on February 6. 


Tempos, page 30 


Travel firms’ £lbn worry 


By Marianne Curphey 


THE UK travel industry could 
be forced to spend more than 
£1 billion over the next decade 
to rebrand its products if 
Margaret Beckett. President of 
the Board of Trade, takes 
tough action against alleged 
anti-competitive behaviour. 

A comprehensive report into 
the way package holidays are 
sold was yesterday sent to Mrs 
Beckett by the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. Mrs 
Beckett has the option to order 


tour operators to change the 
appearance of their high street 
shops to clarity their owner¬ 
ship. The cost for Airtours 
alone could be £400 million. 

The MMC has spent a year 
examining claims that the 
largest tour operators. Thom¬ 
son and Airtours, stifled com¬ 
petition by pushing their own 
products in their own travel 
agencies. Mrs Beckett is ex¬ 
pected to take up to four 
months to make a derision. 
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VtntH _ 3J33% 
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Shell looks east 


Shell is taking a hard look at 
the Russian oil market and 
may join forces with RAO 
Gazprom. Russia's gas giant, 
to participate in the $15 
billion privatisation of 
Rosneft. Page 28 


Insurer hit 


The strength of sterling, 
provision for losses on the 
Caribbean island of 
Montserrat, and an increase 
in UK property and motor 
claims have dampened Royal 
& SunAlliance's nine-month 
results. Page 29 
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Double whammy: Alan Sugar’s demerged Amstrad hopes to win a second damages daim, this time against Western Digital 

Shell considers joint bid 
in Russia as income dips 

By Carl Mortished 


TV groups 
agree joint 
digital 
launch 

By Raymond Snoddy 

MEDIA EDITOR 

BRITISH Sky Broadcast¬ 
ing. the satellite television 
venture, and Cable 6k Wire¬ 
less Communications, the 
largest cable operator, have 
forged an alliance to co¬ 
ordinate the launch of 200 
channels of digital tele¬ 
vision in the UK. 

Hie two sides reached a 
deal last night that involves 
both groups co-ordinating 
the launch date for their 
digital satellite and digital 
cable services. 

Under the agreement, 
CWC and BSkyB will joint¬ 
ly promote and market the 
benefits of digital television 
to their customers. 

The two sides have come 
together partly because of a 
fear that if different groups 
promote different forms of 
competing digital IV con¬ 
sumers will be confused 
and may simply avoid the 
technological advance. 

The aim is still to launch 
the services in the “late 
spring” although this de¬ 
pends. among other things, 
on the successful launch of 
a new Astra digital satellite 
in the new year. 

The promotional budget 
for a combined satelliteand 
cable digital launch could 
be enormous. CWC has 
already embarked on a £50 
million marketing cam¬ 
paign spread over six 
months to alert the pubic to 
its cable telephone and 
cable television services. 

CWC plans to begin digi¬ 
tal trials in a small number 
of homes before Christmas 
and can draw on die experi¬ 
ence of Cable 6k Wireless, 
its parent company, in 
Hong Kong. 

As part of the deal CWC 
would also take Sky Box 
Office, the planned pay- 
per-view movie service. 
Some cable companies 
have been reluctant to take 
their pay-per-view movie 
service from BSkyB, the 
consortium in which News 
Lnlemationai. owner of 
77te Times has a 40 per 
cent stake. 


Media Times, page 42 


SHELL is looking at investing 
in die Russian oil market and 
the privatisation of Rosneft, 
expected to be worth $15 bill¬ 
ion (ES82 million). The Anglo- 
Dutch oil company, which 
yesterday announced a 5 per 
cent decline in third-quarter 
net income, is believed to be 
considering a joint bid with 
RAO Gazprom. Russia's gas 
group, for the oil company. 

The Russian Government 
lifted restrictions on the for¬ 
eign ownership of oil com¬ 
panies earlier this year and 
foreign and domestic enter¬ 
prises are preparing bids for 
the Government’s controlling 
interest in Rosneft. BP and 
Lukoil are also said lo be 
interested in taking pan. 

A spokesman for Shell said: 
"We are looking at investment 
opportunities in Russia. We 
already have a relationship 
with Rosneft." 

Shell has a link with Rosneft 
via their joint 75 per cent 
holding in the Caspian pipe¬ 
line consortium. The Russian 
company has some of the best 


performing fields in Russia 
through its Western Siberian 
subsidiary. Pumeftegaz. Ros¬ 
neft's other jewel is a 40 per 
cent interest in Sakhalin-1, a 
major oil and gas exploration 
venture offshore of Sakhalin 
Island in the Pacific partnered 
with Exxon. Shell is a partner 
in the neighbouring Sakhalin- 
2 project. 

Shell’s current cost profit in 
the three months to Septem¬ 
ber. excluding special items. 


By Chris Ayres 

CHRIS BLACKWELL the 60- 
year-old founder and chief exec¬ 
utive of Island Entertainment— 
the music and film division of 
Polygram whose signings in¬ 
clude Pulp. U2 and Bob Marley 
— yesterday severed his con¬ 
tract with the company. 

His departure coinrides 
with mounting criticism of 


nose 5 per cent to £1.1 billion. 
The company was badly hit by 
the strength of sterling which 
rose more than 25 per cent 
against European currencies 
and S per cent against the 
dollar. 

Oil production fell I per cent 
partly because of disruption in 
Nigeria where attacks on Shell 
facilities forced the company 
to shut down flow stations, 
cutting production by 100.000 
barrels per day. Natural gas 


Island's failure to sign new 
talent, and its reliance on its 
lucrative back catalogue. 
Many have blamed Mr Black- 
well for concentrating too 
much on his outside business 
interests, including a chain of 
cinemas and hotels. 

Industry analysts believe that 
Mr Blackwell is unlikely to be 
directly rep l ac ed , but say that 
the presidency of Island in the 


sales were down but oil in file 
US was up 12 per cent because 
of new deep water output in 
the Gulf of Mexico. 

Earnings from exploration 
and production fell I per cent' 
to £595 million but refining 
and marketing current cost 
earnings were up 7 per cent 
to £451 million. Chemicals 
earnings fell 12 per cent to 
£167 million. 


Tern pus, page 30 


US — a post which he deliber¬ 
ately left unfilled — wfll al¬ 
most certainly be up for grabs. 

Sources dose to Polygram 
yesterday denied daims in the 
American press that Mr 
Blackwell had demanded a 
$20 million (£11.7 million) 
payoff, and said that no 
money had changed hands. . 

Media 'nines, page 42 


Amstrad 

windfall 

after 

Seagate 

settlement 

By Jason Nissfe 

FORMER shareholders in 
Amstrad. Alan Sugar’s elec¬ 
tronics group that was broken 
up earlier this year, arc to 
receive 43p for each Amstrad 
share they held as a result of a 
£75 million legal settlement 
yesterday. 

Seagate Technologies, the 
US computer components 
company, agreed to drop its 
appeal against the High 
Court ruling earlier this year 
that it was liable for supplying 
defective disks to Amstrad 
personal computers at the end 
of the 19S0s. Amstrad had 
been claiming £855 million in 
damages and interest but 
agreed to drop the amount to 
enable the case to be settled. 

It has a similar action 
against another disk supplier. 
Western DigitaL due to be 
heard in a Californian court 
in the new year. The case has 
been held up by a legal 
wrangle over Western’s law¬ 
yers. who were briefly de¬ 
barred from action because of 
a dispute over an expert 
witness who had been inter¬ 
viewed by Amstrad. 

Amstrad sources said they 
hope to win a similar amount 
of damages in the Western 
case as in the Seagate action. 
The actions arise from 
Amstxad's failure to break 
into the market for IBM 
compatible PCs, which was 
undermined by the machines’ 
unreliability. The failure 
brought a collapse in 
Amstrad’s share price. 

Vi glen Technology, the for¬ 
mer Amstrad subsidiary, 
which is not in charge of the 
litigation, is to pay out 43p 
each to holders of the litigation 
certificates distributed when 
the demerger of Amstrad went 
through in the summer. Origi¬ 
nally these were changing 
hands at less than lOp each, 
with US securities firms such 
as Goldman Sadis and JP 
Morgan keen buyers. 

Amstrad shareholders also 
received shares in Vi glen and 
Betacom. which is Mr Sugar's 
new venture, as wdl as loan 
notes. The total package Is now 
worth more than 300p per 
Amstrad share. . 


Founder of Island departs 
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Etam considers 
reverse takeover 


By Fraser Nelson 


ETAM. the troubled retailer 
of women’s clothes, is under¬ 
stood to be offering itself at a 
knock-down price to rival New 
Look after returning the worst 
half-year results in its 74-year 
history. 

The company, which losr 
£955 million (£5.76 million 
loss) before tax at the halfway 
stage, is believed to have been 
deserted by other prospective 
buyers, leaving a reverse take¬ 
over of New Look as its only 
practical option. 

After seeing flat like-for-iike 
sales growth in the six months 
to August 9. and bank charges 
almost double to £841,000, die 


MatWest 
Interest Rates 


Interest rates applicable to 


company is now expected to 
lose £9.4 million by the full 
year, compared with a £5.37 
million loss last time. 

Richard Ratner. analyst at 
Butterfield Securities, said a 
marger with New Look would 
make strategic sense for both 
companies. He suggested a 
takeover price of 140p, but 
said that Elam’s worsening 
financial health made the 
prospect of a takeover increas¬ 
ingly speculative. 

He said: “The assumption is 
that there would be £10 mil¬ 
lion of cost savings, and that 
New Look would be capital¬ 
ised at 21 times its earnings 
after further write-off costs." 

Elam's new August range 
was an improvement, he said, 
bur represented too little too 
laie. The company said the new 
lines had lifted iike-for-like 
sales 4.4 per cent in the past 
eight weeks, as seven new- 
formar stores were opened. 

New Look, which has been 
trading in the UK for 20 years 
and is privately owned, is 
considering joining the stock 
market with a £250 million 
valuation, whether it reverses 
into Etam or not. 

A combined group would 
have a network of 610 shops, 
and daim the lion’s share of 
the market for budget young 
female clothing. 

In spite of tosses of 1157p a 
share (8.93p loss). Etam is 
holding the interim dividend, 
due on January Z at 05p. 


Business Overdraft Agreements* 
and Business Loan Agreements* 
are increased by 1/4% per annum 
with effect from 
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Swiss Re topples 
mill ennium tower 

By Adam Jones 


A PLAN to give the City of 
London a towering symbol for 
the next millennium was final¬ 
ly abandoned yesterday. 

The Millennium Tower 
originally proposed by Sir 
Norman Foster for the site of 
the old Baltic Exchange would 
have been 92 storeys high. It 
had been described by critics 
as “the NatWest Tower with 
Canary Wharf on top". 

Kvaemer, the Anglo-Nor- 
wegian engineering company 
that owns the site yesterday 
said it is selling it to Swiss Re, 
the reinsurance company, for 
about £S0 million. Swiss Re 
promptly confirmed that the 
project will not go ahead. 

However, it is still retaining 
Sir Norman's company, Fos¬ 


ter & Partners, to design a 
building to house the majority 
of its UK staff, currently 
spread between four sites. 

It is thought unlikely that 
the new design wall be a 
scaled-down version or the 
original tower. Kvaemer is 
expected to make a £40 million 
profit on the deal, which is 
subject to planning and listed 
building consents. 

□ Kvaemer declined to com¬ 
ment cm reports that Pruden¬ 
tial, the financial services 
group, is in talks to buy 
Cunard. The shipping line, 
acquired during the takeover of 
Trafalgar House, is expected 
to return to profit next year. 


Commentary, page 29 



NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 43.6% 
of the raw material for 
UK newspapers in the 
second half of 1996. 

Source - Pulp & Paper Information Centre 


Do you have a 
complaint against 
this newspaper? 

If you have a complaint about any item in this newspaper 
which concerns inaccuracy, harassment intrusion or 
discrimination, write to our editor about rt. 



News Corp revenues 
advance to $2.9bn 

STRONG growth in UK newspapers and US television push¬ 
ed operating revenues of The News Corporation,^ the inter¬ 
national media group, up by 16 per cent to $Z9 billion (£1.7 
billion) in the three months to September 30. Operating profit 
rose 7 per cent to $240 million before abnormal items, mainly 
foreign exchange adjustments from associate companies. 

News Corp’s UK newspaper operations showed a 20 per 
cent year-on-year gain in operating profit with The Sun. The 
Ttmes and The SundayTimes all making gains m both adver¬ 
tising and drailation revenues. In the US, television enjoyed 
a 100 per cent rise in operating income. Filmed Entertain¬ 
ment fell b ecaus e of comparisons with the previous year 
which saw the success of Independence Day , the hit film. 

Fears for Kodak jobs 

JOBS at Kodak’s four UK centres are looking under threat as 
expectations mount that the US company is about to cut up to 
14.000 staff worldwide. The photographic and imaging 
company employs 5JXX) ai factories in Nottingham, Liverpool 
and Harrow and at its UK headquarters in HemeJ Hempstead. 
Kodak is expected to announce a vast cost-cutting programme 
next Tuesday. Analysts are predicting that it will try to cut costs 
by $1 billion (£625 million) with an onslaught an jobs and by 
consolidating businesses. Kodak employs 94,000 worldwide. 

Construction orders up 

CONSTRUCTION orders in die third quarter were up 7 per 
cent over the same period in 1996. according to statistics from 
the Department for the Environment Transport and the 
Regions. Much of die increase was driven by strong growth 
in the private commercial sector. The seasonally adjusted 
figures showed that housebuilding rose 3 per cent in the 
quarter. Work was started on 46.800 homes. But although 
housing starts increased, the number of completions fell back 
4 per cent in die three months to September 30. 

Ofwat questions firms 

THAMES WATER has scored die lowest marks of all water 
companies on metered bills and interruptions to supply in the 
latest survey of service standards by Ofwat. the regulator. 
Thames said a spate of burst pipes in the cold spell in January 
hit its interruptions record. Ofwat has demanded an 
explanation from South West Water of supply interruptions 
and an improvement plan from Welsh Water. Anglian Water 
has been asked to explain difficulties with metered bills. North 
West Water faces a call to set targets for metered bills. 

Parity acquisitions 

PARITY, the UK information technology company, has 
agreed to acquire TefTech and PSI in America for a 
maximum E24.6 million. TeTTech is an IT consulting 
company based in New York with offices in Florida, Georgia, 
Maryland, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. PSI is a related IT 
recruitment agency. In 1996 the businesses earned aggregate 
pre-tax profits of £1.4 million on revenues of £25.7 million. 
Parity proposes to raise £26.9 million byway of a placing and 
open offer of new shares at 535p each. 

BCH £30m price-tag 

SHARES in BCH Group, the vehicle management company, 
have been priced at I90p each, valuing it at about £30 million 
when it comes to the stock market by way of a placing with 
institutional investors. The placing will raise £18 million, 
with £15 mfltion going to BCH mainly to redeem preference 
shares and preferred ordinary and repay bank borrowings. 
Dealings are expected to begin on November 14. BCH is 
based in Bristol. Its customers indude Safeway. Courtaulds, 
ABP and Unisys. • 

Gyrus valued at £44.9m 

GYRUS GROUP, a supplier of electrosurgical systems, will 
be valued at £44.9 million when its shares begin trading on 
the stock market next week. New shares are to be placed 
with institutional investors at 145p each by Panmure 
Gordon, raising £12 million for the company. Mark Goble, 
the managing director of Gyrus, said that the funds raised 
had fully met the company's expectations in spite of the 
uncertain stock market conditions. The first day of dealings 
will be November 13. 

Approach to Faber Prest 

SHARES of Faber Prest. which provides specialist services to 
the steel industry, rose I07hp to 345p yesterday after it said it 
had received an approach that might lead to a takeover “at a 
substantial premium to the current market price". The 
identity of the potential bidder was not disclosed. Ai 
yesterday's dosing price the company is valued at about £39 
million. The company's shares nave fallen sharply aver the 
past 12 months from 392^p, reflecting City concern about i 
prospects for the steel industry. 


STOP! 

Are you about to 
break the law by copying 
from this newspaper? 


Under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 
1988, generally it is unlawful to reproduce 
articles from newspapers without per¬ 
mission even if only for internal managemen t 
purposes. To make copies legally, your 
organisation must get a licence from the 
Newspaper Licensing Agency-set up to help 
you comply with the law quickly and easily. 

You can obtain details of the licensing scheme 
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T he Jovwn between the 
Government and die CBI 

took a bit of a knock 


up and the pound ratcheted 
togher..Yes, ofraurse 

policy committee is indepen¬ 
dent, but it was the Government 
which set it up and handed it the 
lever of monetary policy and die 
results are not entirely to the 
liking of the CBI and many of its 
members. 

No doubt die committee had 
some fascinating debate before 
deciding to use its solitary power 
but. having abstained for three 
months, the urge to act may have 
overcome common sense. Tbe 
consensus view in tbe City was 
that there was no need tor an 
increase in rates. While the MPC 
deems the extra quarter per cent 
necessary to keep inflation in 
check, there is little evidence that 
the members' fears of rising 
prices are justified. But. as the 
C BI sq uawks, there are fears that 
a strengthening pound will make 
life difficult for exporters who 
already daim to have been hit by 
sterling. 

Ironically, it is suggested dial 
the CBI itself may have played a 
part in jgivmg the MPC the 
ammunition it wanted to put up 
rates. 


Rate setters jump the gun 


Yesterday morning it pub¬ 
lished its monthly distributive 
trades survey, a measure of 
confidence in the retail sector, 


it pub- 


and it showed that retail sales 
volumes had been building dur¬ 
ing October. The committee may 
have chosen to interpret this as 
an indication that die September 
slowdown had been but a 
monthly aberration in an up¬ 
ward trend, the result of national 
mourning over the death of 
Diana. Princess of Wales. 

But the CBI survey is by no 
means evidence of a dangerous 
high street boom: 15 per cent of 
die respondents said that their 
October sales' volumes were 
down on the previous year. 
Customers are still being cau¬ 
tious. 

The MFC should have steeled 
itself to another month of in¬ 
activity. Instead, it has chosen to 
act prematurely, when the in¬ 
stability of international markets 
would have pointed towards the 
desirability of not interfering 
unnecessarily. 

As a bevy of Government 
ministers heads to die CBI 
conference no a week, they are 
likely to be berated by indus¬ 
trialists who put a higher pound 
high on their list of dislikes. 
Many of them indicated months 
ago. when the. Government first 



COMMENTARY 

by our City Editor 


took office, that they would 
countenance higher taxes rather 
than a rising pound. But the 
Government's determination nor 
to be seen to lift personal taxation 
— although it has already found 
less visible ways of affecting 
individual wealth — has put the 
onus of financial engineering an 
the MPC. 

Vulture opts for 
French cuisine 

W hen Sir Marie Weinberg 
dreamed up the idea of 
a corporate retirement 
home for life assurance com¬ 
panies that could no longer stand 
the hectic actuarial pace, it 
promised to be an exercise no 
more taxing than catching fruit 
dropping from the trees. 

life assurers bad lost many of 
the tax reliefs on which so many 


depended for decades to sell their 
products. Hie easy market for 
endowment policies geared to 
mortgages had collapsed. The 
personal pensions market had 
dried up because of mis-seQing. 

Just as smaller and medium 
sized life assurers face the need to 
take on much heavier marketing 
overheads, this became a double 
headache. The Personal Invest¬ 
ment Authority finally set rules 
on disclosure of selling costs that 
might enable potential cus¬ 
tomers to work out who was 
being hopelessly inefficient at 
their expense. 

A huge shakeout was univer¬ 
sally predicted, as bankas surers 
and others with ready outlets 
battled it out with the top dogs of 
the insurance world. There have 
certainly been plenty of take¬ 
overs and mergers, out vulture 
funds looking for dead meat have 
not found the search as easy as 


they thought Sir Mark's Life 
Assurance Holding Corporation 
(LAHQ has picked up a couple of 
secondary names but had to 
venture into the land of the living 
in a vain pursuit of Albany life. 

The same dilemma may attach 
to its interest in the former 
General Portfolio business, now 
being sold off by the French state 
company that unwisely bought 
it. GAN needs to sell to speed its 
privatisation. But its UK opera¬ 
tion still has quite a substantial 
sales force and someone might 
think it worthwhile to keep 
selling policies. 

The essence of operations such 
as LAHC is to gather in new 
funds to manage with the mini¬ 
mum of company overhead to go 
with ft. apart from servicing the 
dwindling band of existing 
policyholders. But the demand 
for ongoing life assurers has 
been much bigger than expected. 


Every big retail financial sendees 
group seems to think it ought to 
have at least one. Many think 
they need more, so that different 
organisations can exploir mar¬ 
kets by telephone, by doorstep 
sales 'force and via financial 
advisers. For the uncompetitive, 
there is still an active afterlife. 

Chance to splash out 
for big spenders 

I f Rolls-Royce is just a bit out 
of your price range, another 
luxury brand name may be 
within range. Cunard could be 
yours for around £250 million, a 
fraction of what the ambitious 
Mayflower will have to pay for 
RR and its parent, Vickers. 

But just like the elegant mo¬ 
tors, Canard will need a wealthy 
owner to keep it running. While 
the name still conjures images of 
seaborne luxury, the truth is that 
under the ownership of Trafal¬ 
gar House the cruise company 
aid not receive all the investment 
it required and during its 18 
months at the helm of the 
business Kvaemer has not been 
pumping money into it. 


Cruising is an increasingly 
popular holiday: in the past five 
years Britons clambering aboard 
have lifted the market by 20 per 
cent a year. But hulks like the 
QE2, a relic of the 1960s. do not 
provide what modem customers 
want The QE2 is just 67,000 
tonnes against the 109,000 
tonnes of P&O's pride, the Grand 
Princess. 

The Royal VOting Sun is the 
only ship in the Cunard fleet 
which rivals rate as what today’s 
floating palaces should be. To 
construct a fleet of six of those 
might require investment of $2 
bflCon. Pru Ventures may like 
the idea of owning a cruise line, 
but how much does it want to 
spend? Virgin has. inevitably, 
taken a look and so has Walt 
Disney but this is no deal for a 
Mickey Mouse purchaser. 

Sale time at Etam 

Etam, the unfashionable fashion 
chain, has produced yet another 
dismal set of figures and no 
cheering news of the bid it had 
indicated might be in the offing. 
With worsening losses, despite 
the efforts of new management 
and a buoyant market, it is hard 
to see the attractions to a bidder. 
But a fast growing chain is 
apparently still interested, for the 
properties and the quote rather 
than the brand. And what Etam 
certainly needs is a New Look. 


Sun Life 
sells New 
Ireland 

Sun life & Provincial 
Holdings has sold its 83 per 
cent stake in its Irish life 
and pensions business to 
Bank of Ireland, which 
beat rival Udders for New 
Ireland Holdings by offer¬ 
ing 1r£23.82 a share, valu¬ 
ing it at Ir£273.6 million 
(£246 million). 

Bank of Ireland said that 
preconditions to its offer, 
announced on October 14, 
had been accepted by Sun 
Life. 

Tbe bank, which com¬ 
pleted its £600 million ac¬ 
quisition of Bristol & West 
in July, said New Ireland 
represented an opportunity 
to “improve market pene¬ 
tration and access new 
distribution channels". 

Sun life is concentrating 
on rts core UK markets now 
that it is owned by Axa-. 
UAP, rite world's second- • 
• biggest insurer. 

Yates joins in 
property firm' 

Yates Brothers Wine 
Lodges is to receive £16 mil¬ 
lion under an agreement 
with Quintain Estates & 
Development to form an in¬ 
vestment company focus¬ 
ing on licensed premises. It 
will initially acquire 15 
Yates properties, valued at 
£203 milli on, to lease back 
to Yates. Both Yates and 
Quintain will put £4 mil¬ 
lion into the venture 

Yates’s pre-tax profits be¬ 
fore exceptional rose 27 
per cent, to £5.1 million, in 
tbe half year to September 
28 on turnover 28 per cent 
up. at £44.1 million. Earn¬ 
ings per share were 65p' 
(5.0p). An interim dividend 
of USjp (0.96pJ is due on 
February 13. 

Media blow 

Megalamedia, tbe multi- 
media company chaired fay 
Lore! Saatehi, has lost 
£249,000 on an “extremely 
disappointing” investment 
in Multimedia, the ailing 
CD-Kom developer. It paid - 
about HX)p for shares that 
yesterday traded at 34P, 
bringing a further “paper” 
loss of £23 million. Mega- 
lomedia lifted pre-tax prof¬ 
its 34.6 per cent to EL2 mil¬ 
lion in its half to September 
3ft aided by its Computer 
Film acquisition. There is . 
again no interim dividend. 

Dewar’s eyed 

Seagram, the Canadian 
spirits and enter ta in me nt 
group, is thought to be 
forming a bid for Dewar’s, 
the whisky brand that' 
Guinness is expected to 
divestas part of its m erge r 
with Grand Metropolitan. 


Cost savings fail to 
boost RSA profits 

By Marianne Curphey, insurance correspondent 


THE strength of sterling, pro¬ 
vision for losses an the Carib¬ 
bean island of Montserrat, 
and an increase in UK proper¬ 
ty and motor claims have 
dampened Royal & Sun Alli¬ 
ance's nine-month results. 

Although the company said 
it remained an course to 
deliver the £175 million of cost 
savings forecast at die time of 
its merger last autumn, pre¬ 
tax profits were down 7 per 
cent to £823 million from £899 
million last year. Around £110 
million of the predicted cost 
savings have already been 
achieved, the company said. 

The City marked the shares 
down I8p to 582p despite 
profits being in line with most 
analysts’ expectations. 


RSA is the only UK com¬ 
pany which insures homes in 
Montserrat and has set aside 
an £11 million provision to 
cover losses as a result of the 
eruption of the volcano there 
this year. It is continuing to 
insure properties in the “safe" 
regions of the island. 

A strong performance in 
North America and an in¬ 
crease in worldwide life profits 
offset the lasses. 

Richard Gamble, chief exec¬ 
utive, said 3300 jobs out of a 
forecast total of 5,000 had 
already gone as part of the 
cost-saving exercise. 

The strong pound knocked 
£25 million off the pre-tax 
profit figures. There was a £41 
million increase in property 


MAM funds rise 
to over £100bn 


By Richard Miles 

BANKING CORRESPONDENT 

BOOMING stock markets in 
the first half of the year helped 
Mercury Asset Management 
to lift funds under manage¬ 
ment beyond £100 billion for 
the first time. 

MAM said that funds under 
management rose to £104.4 
billion in the six months to 
September 30, compared with 
£85.9 billion for the same 
period last year. 

Pre-tax profits rose 8 per cent 
year-on-year to £88.4 million, 
but Hugh Stevenson, chair¬ 
man, said operating profit 
from continuing activities rose 
26 per cent over the period. 

He attributed a sharp in¬ 
crease in operating expenses, 
up 15.6 per cent, to MAM’s 
investment in information 
technology and staff costs. 

Net new business amounted 
to £35 bfflian. During the past 
six months. MAM has won 
mandates to the run pension 
funds from clients such as 



Stevenson; new business 

BAA and the London Pension 
Fund Authority. 

Declining to comment on 
speculation that the Halifax 
was stalking MAM, Mr Ste¬ 
venson did not rule out acqui¬ 
sitions, but said he had not 
“found a situation which in 
our view measured up to our 
criteria". 

Tempos, page 30 


claims in the UK and a £17 
million rise in subsidence 
losses to £86 million. 

However, lower weather 
and catastrophe losses helped 
results in the US. where 
profits for the general busi¬ 
ness operations rose from £83 
million to £129 million. 

Mr Gamble played down 
the possibility of an acquisi¬ 
tion in the near term, saying 
that acquisitions currently 
looked “Horribly expensive”. 

Worldwide general insur¬ 
ance showed a profit of £545 
million, compared with E566 
last year. Earnings per share 
were 36.7p, down from 40.9p 
the previous year. 

Tempos, page 30 


Hilton ends 
bid talks 
with ITT 

HILTON HOTELS yesterday 
ended takeover talks with ITT 
Corp but pledged to continue 
to pursue its $93 billion (£53 
billion) attempt to buy the 
hotels and gaming company. 

After a five-hour board meet¬ 
ing on Wednesday ITT said 
early yesleiday it planned to 
go ahead with its existing $93 
billion agreement to be par- 
chased by Starwood Lodging 
Trust However, the company 
believes higher bids will 
emerge. 

Hilton contends that ITT 
withheld financial data that 
was given to Starwood. Al¬ 
though Starwood’s bid is 
higher dun Hilton’s, the hotel 
company contends that its bid 
is more valuable because it 
offers more cash. 

In a heated exchange Ste¬ 
phen BoUenbacfa, Hilton’s chief 
executive, said Hilton had been 
"hoodwinked" in talks this 
week with ITT. “Finally, after 
ten months, we get a chance to 
talk and they don't talk. It’s all 
just a trick on us." 


Bowler to leave Kwik Save 


GRAEME BOWLER, the 60- 
year-old the chief executive of 
Kwik Save brought in five 
years ago to boost the troubled 
retailer’s performance, will 
leave next August at rite end of 
his contract 

The imminent departure of 
Mr Bowler emerged as the 
company revealed a sharp fell 
in profits, and a plan to fight 
bade against its up-market 


By Chris Ayres 

competitors with higher- 
quality own-brand goods. 

The company has also 
launched a £200 million in¬ 
vestment programme. 

Derek Pretty, finance direc¬ 
tor, said that customers thought 
the company's range needed up¬ 
dating and that it didn't have, 
enough chilled and frozen food. 

The company yesterday an¬ 
nounced another set of poor 


results, showing a 6 per cent 
drop in Jike-for-like sales for 
the year to August 30. 

Pre-tax profits were down IS 
per cent, from £90 million to 
£74 million, and sales were 
down 7 per cent from £3.5 
billion to £3.2 billion. 

Earnings per share feU from 
37.68p to 27.75p. An un¬ 
changed 20p full-year divi¬ 
dend is due on January 8. 


Cons ortium out to revive troubled camera chain 

Young lions close in on Tecno 


By Jason Nissfc 

hful entrepreneurs behind 
itain’s most successful Mgh- 
s. including Carphone Ware- 
[Express and Richer -Sounds, 
i their expertise to reviving 
l (fre'dtain of camera shops. 

ilium aiming to buy Tfiscno, in 

deal expected to be concluded 
ew days, reads likes a Who's 
ts, rising business leaders. 
Dunstone, the 32-yearold 
jarthone Warehouse, and his 
the £100 million business,. 


David Ross, are bong joined by Luke 
Johnson. 35,.who is behind the storming 
performance of Pfea Express since it 
floated four year ago, and by Julian 
Richer, the father figure ofthe group at38. 
His Richer Sounds hi-fi retailer has 
turnover of more than £50 million a year 
and he is now a retail ronsultant The 
consortium is bong advised by Ernest 
Saunders, the former head of Guinness 
jailed for his part in the Guinness scandal 
but released early because he was 
suffering from "presenile dementia". 

The group met at the Mandrake Club, a 
dining group of young entrepeneurs that 


also indudes Julian Metcalf, of Fret a 
Manger, and Damian AspinaU, son of 
John AspinaU, the casino and zoo owner. 

Tecno has come onto the market 
because of the financial problems of its 
owner. Era Group, which also runs the 
Beatties chain of model shops. Era 
brought in Postern, the corporate rescue 
specialists, earlier this year as it was 
groaning under Ell million of debts. 

Era will not say what it is getting for 
Tecno, but the sale is expected to more than 
halve the debts. Tecno’S specialist camera 
shops are well regarded, and it also owns 
the Box Talbot secondhand camera shops. 
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Base Rate 


Morgan Grenfell & Co. Limited 
announces that its Base Rate has been 
amended from 7% to 7.25% per annum 
with effect from November 6.1997 until 
further notice. 

All facilities (including regulated consumer 
credit agreements) with a rate linked to 
Morgan Grenfell & Co. Limited Base Rate 
will be varied accordingly. 


Morgan Grenfell & Co. Limited 

23 Great Winchester Street. London EC2P2AX 


Deutsche Morgan Grenfell 


C (') P E RAT IV E BANK 


BASE RATE 
CHANGE 


With effect from close of business 
on Thursday 6th November 1997, 
Co-operative Bank Base Rate 
changes from 7.00% p.a. 
to 7.25% p.a. 


The Co-operative Bank p.l.c., PO Box 101, 

! Balloon Sl, Manchester M60 4EP. Tel: 0161 832 3456 


Coutts & Co 
Base Rate* 


With effect from 
Thursday 6th November 1997 
Courts &. Co has increased 
its Base Rate from 

7.00% p.a. to 7.25% p.a. 



440 Strand, London WC2R OQS 
Telephone: 0171-753 1000 
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Base Rate 

Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group Limited 
announces that ns base 
rate has changed from 7% 
to 725% p.a. with effect 
from close of business on 
6th November, 1997. 


Grindlavs POEo " 130 

T --- London SW1Y4LF 

private Tel: 0171 451 3500 


Barclays Base 
Rate Change 

Barclays Bank PLC 
announces that with effect from 
6th November 1997, 
its Base Rate has increased 
from 7.00% to 7.25% 


BARCLAYS 


BARCLAYS BANK PLC 

REGISTERED OFFICE: 54 LOMBARD STREET, EC3P 3AH. 
REGISTERED NUMBER 1026167. 
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RJB hits new low as big 
investor makes an exit 


IT IS amazing how scarce 
friends become when someone 
is down on their luck. Richard 
Budge, chief executive of RJB 
Mining, found this out to his 
cost yesterday after one of his 
big insrirutional shareholders 
decided it was the parting of 
the ways. 

Britain's biggest deep oral 
miner was the worst performer 
among the tap 250 companies 
with a fall of 15p to yet another 
new low of 165p as eight million 
shares, or 55 per cent of the 
company, went under the ham¬ 
mer at !50p. That compared 
with the ruling market price at 
the time of 175p. 

RJB has come down from a 
peak of 453p this year as 
brokers continue to take an 
increasingly pessimistic view 
of prospects for the company 
that bought up most of the 
remaining deep pits owned by 
the British Coai. 

Only last month. Dresdner 
Kleinwort Benson, the broker, 
published a damning report 
saying RJB could lose up to SO 
per cent of its profits during 
the next few years. Increased 
competition from cheap for¬ 
eign coai imports and the 
decision by the electricity gen¬ 
erators to switch to cheaper 
gas-fuelled stations are at the 
root of the problem. 

The rest of the equity mar¬ 
ket bore up surprisingly well 
to the latest quarter-point rise 
in bank base rates to 7.25 per 
cent — the fifth since Labour 
swept to power. At one stage 
the FTSE 100 index was show¬ 
ing a fall of 67 points, reflect¬ 
ing opening losses for the Dow 
Jones industrial average. But 
with Wall Street rallying 
strongly towards the close of 
business in London, the index 
pared back some of its losses 
to finish 445 down ar 4.863.8l 
Turnover was again on low. 
with a modest 705 million 
shares traded. 

The latest CBI survey also 
gave cause for concern, with 
signs that sales had begun to 
gather pace again last montk 
There were falls among lead¬ 
ing stores groups, with King¬ 
fisher down 21'zp to 824*3 p. 
Marks & Spencer. 9p to 57Sp, 
and Storehouse 5p to 23-Jp. 
Boots came off 21*2 p at 868*2 p 
on the back of results. 

Vickers, still awaiting a 
response from the Mayflower 
Corporation to claims that it 
was planning an aggressive 
bid. firmed Ip to 249p. May¬ 
flower was 5**p cheaper ar 
I84p. 

Redland, the subject of a 
320p a share offer from 




4 ' 


Richard Budge, of RJB. is further down on his luck 


me*}- 


Lafarge of France, finished 2p 
firmer at 331 *2 p after Mercury 
Asset Management revealed it 
had sold 15 million shares at 
prices up to 32Sp. Hopes that a 
counter-bid for the building 
supplies group would emerge 
have begun to fade. 

A buyer of one million 
shares at 155p got Asda off to a 
flying start as the price re¬ 
sponded with a rise of 3p to 
157p. A total of 4.21 million had 


changed hands by the close. 
Norwich Union stood out 
among the life assurance com¬ 
panies with a rise of 8*2 p at 
359p. Brokers say there are 
signs of revived institutional 
buying. A total of 6.65 million 
shares were traded. 

CIA Group was pegged at 
163*2 p in spite of WPP Group 
and Blugroup picking up a 
further 225,000 shares. It takes 
their combined holding to 8.62 


HEADING SOUTH FOR THE WINTER? 


FTSC350 
Insurance Index 


.-J5_ I V 

1 FTSE alt-share 
Index (rebased) 
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THE City gave a lukewarm 
reception to the latest re¬ 
sults from Royal & 
SunAlliance with the price 
ending 19*2 p down at 
5S0*zp. This was in spite of 
moves on the part of some 
brokers to upgrade their 
year-end profit forecasts. 

But brokers such as 
David Hudson at Credit 
Lyonnais Laing are unim¬ 
pressed. He was again tell¬ 
ing clients, who remain 
overweight in the sector, to 
cut their positions before it 
is too late. 

As far as he is concerned 
the continued absence of 
any takeover action means 


the insurance composites 
are overvalued with their 
share prices set to head 
south for the winter. Mar¬ 
gins are being squeezed 
and this will become more 
apparent as time goes by. 

The cracks were starting 
to show yesterday with 
Commercial Union down 
14p at 861p. while General 
Accident was 12p off at 
£ 10 . 12 . 

Meanwhile, rival Merrill 
Lynch, the broker, says that 
the current dividend report¬ 
ing season will remind 
investors of the fierce com¬ 
petitive conditions in die 
domestic market 


New York (midday): 

Dow Jones_765033 H124) 

S4P Composite-035.34 (-7.42) 

Tokyo: 

NUtkel Average_I&533217 hSSSZ) 

Hong Kong: 

Hang Seng_1D4I4JM KSW.71) 

Amsterdam: 

AEX Index_ 87008 M-46) 

Sydney: 

AO ___..... 2S7)JXH*3SJCt 



million shares, or 13.8 per 
cent WPP rose 4p to 286*2 p. 
Booker advanced 7*2 p to 
327h p with the help of positive 
comments from HSBC James 
Capel. the broker. However, 
negative comments from UBS, 
the broker, left David S. 
Smith 4*zp cheaper at 222p. 

The profits downgrading 
earlier this week from 
Dresdner Kleinwort Benson 
seems to have made little 
impression on Billiton, a new¬ 
comer. with the price rising 
5 * 2 p to 183p. Rio Tinlo, which 
also went under Dresdner's 
scalpel this week, finished 5p 
off at 785p. 

pQkington reduced some of 
Wednesday’s sharp falls with 
a rise of 5p to 136p as some 
brokers came out in favour of 
the shares. They were hit by 
the news that St Gobain, its 
main rival, would open a 
major float glass factory in 
Britain before the turn of the 
century. Goldman Sachs, the 
US securities house, has been 
telling clients the shares have 
been oversold. 

Tire admission from Faber 
Prest that it was in bid talks 
sent its shares racing away 
102*2 p to 340p. It whetted 
appetites with the comment 
that the talks could lead to an 
offer being made at a “sub¬ 
stantial premium to die cur¬ 
rent market price". At these 
levels, the group is capitalised 
at almost £40 million. 

□ GILT-EDGED: Investors 
were not particularly upset by 
the latest rate rise, but more by 
its timing. It had been hoped 
the Bank of England indepen¬ 
dent monetary committee 
would not make its move until 
next month, bearing in mind 
the recent volatility of world 
financial markets. Now fears 
are being nurtured that 
another rise in rates may be on 
the cards for next month. 

It was for this reason that 
the short end of the market 
again bore the brunt of the 
markdown, with losses of 
more than £U. 

In the futures pit. the De¬ 
cember series of the Long Gilt 
fell £ ,7 32 to £117 * 3 16 as a total 
of 108,000 contracts were com¬ 
pleted. In longs, Treasury 3 
per cent 2021 shed E* *32 at 
£117**32, while at the shorter 
end. Treasury 7 per cent 2002 
was nine ticks down at 
E100 ”j2. 

□ NEW YORK: Wall Street 
drifted listlessly as investors 
waited for key jobs data for 
October. At midday, the Dow 
Jones industrial average was 
down 42-24 points at 7.65053. 
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Frankfurt 

DAX__38Z3.9I H2.771 

Singapore: 

Straits_16*153 

Brussels: 

General-I3W6.65 1-lVLM 

Paris: 

CAC-W-— 2781.8: HOHJ) 

Zurich: 

SKA Gen_1158.50 (-ISO) 


SKA Gen_1158SO (-150) 

London: 

FT 30_3I62S (-27.1) 

FTSE 100_ 4863.8 M4S) 

FTSE 250 _ 4680.4 (-6.4) 

FTSE 350 _ 235151-18.0) 

FTSE Euro crack 100 - 2527.56 (-1206) 

FTSE Ali-Stisre-230556 (-1655) 

FTSE Non Ftnandab _. 233641 (-1624J 

FTSE Fixed interest-132.13 fa 14* 

FTSE Govt Sea-«591-0311 

Bargains_ 43363 

SEAQ Volume_ 705.0m 

USS-1.6919 (*010163) 

German Marie.-2.91 lb (<043244) 

Exchange Index__1085 HWI 

Bank of England official close (4pm) 

fcECU_1.4695 
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RPI-1S9J Sep RjMM Jan 1987=100 
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Asset Mrigmt Zero 10!'» 

BC’B* 29h 

Buckland Invwrts 10 

Buckland Invsrmnts 17'» 
Holmes place 170 

Laicftways{l55) loS'i 

Leicester City 92‘: 

Marlborough Inti 1024 

Metalsrussia 874 

NSB Retail Sys 1674 

Newsquest (250) 2424 

Nottingham Frst (70) 60 
Nyeomed A m N/v 21 724 
SHL Group 2814 

Solitaire 1904 

Ulrraframe 1774 

weather Action 874 

Xaar 110 


Alvis Units rt/p 16 t 
Azlan n/p (37) 134 - 24 

Country Grtinsn/p 74 t 44 

JouidanTn/pf45) 14 

Lavendon nip (265) 374 

Quicks n/p (115) 54 

Recognition Sys n/p 24 


RISES: 

MMT Comp.. 674p {+474p) 

Ranch Conn .... .. .... 390p (+ 124p) 

Waddington..256’jp (+12p) 

EuroToteoom. 300p(+12p) 

Admiral___630p(+17 , 4>) 

Parity .... 595p f4-t6'?p) 

Sapol. 368p (+)0p) 

Scot©. 4074p(+11p) 

FALLS: 

RJB . 165p (-15p) 

Hutch Whamp.4014p (-35p) 

Liberty ... 395p (-30p) 

Danka Bs Sys . 544p (-32p) 

Hall Eng. 176p(-10p) 

Stanley Lets .271 p (-144p) 

Sun Life & Pro* . 365p (-19p) 

Enterprise . 665pf-lflp) 

RctattCoJm. 855p(-20p) 

Br Petroleum. 852p (-19p) 

Williams.. 3704p (-6p) 
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Shell out the cash 


AFTER years piling up the dosh. Shell is now 
spending as if there were no tomorrow: 
buying in the outstanding half share of 
Montell. snapping up petrol stations from 
StatoQ and Gulf while investing in power 
generation and solar power. Added to that is 
the possibility of a Shell stake in Rosneft, the 
Russian oil and gas company. 

Criticised for hoarding. Shell's detractors 
now worry about the spending and whether 
or not Shell will get a decent return on its 
money. By its own admission, Shells return 
on capital employed is below industry 
averages. The oil company wants to boost 
returns to the best in die industry but some 
investors would prefer a cash handout. 

On the strength of yesterday’s numbers, the 
critics may have a point Despite huge 
investment, oil and gas production was down 


in the third quarter and inevitably Shell's big 
exposure to Far Eastern markets left it 
nursing large currency losses. A large 
integrated oil company cannot afford to avoid 
investing in Asia where energy demand 
growth will continue to outpace Europe and 
North America. However, weak production 
figures are more worrying and Shell is not the 
only oil company to fail to keep pace with 
demanding growth targets. 

The Centre for Global Energy Studies predicts 
that non-Opec oil output growth next year will 
be \2 million barrels, well short of industry fore¬ 
casts of 15 million. Part of the reason is a short¬ 
age of rigs blit the technical demands of drilling 
in ever deeper water and disruption in political 
hotspots, such as Nigeria, are taking their toll. 
This is no reason to abandon Shell but expecta¬ 
tions of soaring output will need to be trimmed. 


Boots 

BOOTS yet again scooped up 
a large dollop of the cash in 
the purse of the average 
British shopper. Sales growth 
of 7 percent would be the envy 
of many retailers but Boots 
the Chemist never seems to 
get the foil cost advantage of 
the footfall in its high street 
stores. Profits this time were 
depressed by investment in 
the Boots' Advantage card 
and the Diana factor. After 
several years of good sales 
increases, profits growth at 
the core business is acceptable 
rather than exceptional and 
one is tempted to conclude 
that more sales at Boots 
means more hands on deck. 

The solution to that prob¬ 
lem is more goods in the store 
but Boots has trimmed rather 
than widened its product of¬ 
fering. All of which raises 
some interesting questions 
about the shops’ new loyalty 


Royal & Sun 

MOTOR insurance has been 
a grim business for several 
years. The composites keep 
claiming they have spotted 
the end of the cycle, but every 
time they try to increase 
premium rates, along oomes 
another upstart direct insur¬ 
er to undercut them. Despite 
this, insurers do their best to 
hang on to motor customers 
because they provide the core 
database from which they 
can cross-sell other products. 

Behind Royal & SunAIli- 
ance’s motor result lies an¬ 
other worrying development 
for the insurers—an increase 
in personal injury claims. 
People who need hospital 
treatment after a crash are 
beginning to adopt the Amer¬ 
ican “sue and see" mentality. 

Meanwhile, motor insur¬ 
ance continues to be highly 
competitive. Royal & Sun- 
Alliance admitted yesterday 
to losing about 100.000 cus¬ 
tomers in its direct motor 
insurance operation — a fall 
of 10 per cent — because it 


card- Boots reckons that 
extra sales mil cover the cost 
of running Advantage card 
while die real asset is cus¬ 
tomer information. 

The theory is that custom¬ 
er profiting will enable Boots 
to mailshot customers with 
product offers but Bools 
product range is small com¬ 
pared to a Tesco ora Maries 
& Spencer. Moreover, a very 


large part of the Boots range 
— medicines — is excluded 
from the scheme due to retail 
price maintenance. 

Boots is looking expen¬ 
sive, priced on a similar 
share rating to Marks & 
Spencer, a mailer which not 
only expands into new prod¬ 
ucts but dominates their 
markets as well Boots is 
good, but not that good. 
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refused to write business at 
any price or chase market 
share. It is in the commercial 
lines where Royal & Sun- 
Alliance has succeeded in 
making some price increases 
stick. Nevertheless, the com¬ 
posites will continue to write 
motor business, even if it is 
barely profitable because 
they cannot afford to jettison 
a customer base. Signs that 
Royal is trimming its portfo¬ 
lio and achieving its planned 
cost reductions warrant stick¬ 
ing with the shares. 

MAM 

BRITAIN may nojonger. 
have a credible candidate for 
the title of global bank but it 
may have a contender for the 
laureate of global fund man¬ 
ager. At least, that’s what 
Mercury Asset Management 
would have us think. 

At yesterday's announce¬ 
ment of a less-than-inspiring 
set of interims. Hugh Steven¬ 
son, the chairman, went out 
of his way to emphasise the 
group's expansion overseas. 


Germany. Switzerland and 
Japan had all been areas of 
considerable growth, he said. 

But the City, so long enam¬ 
oured with MAM, is not buy¬ 
ing his story. Having made 
little impact in the US. the 
largest single market for 
fund management. MAM's 
claims that it can be a world 
leader in its field have fallen 
on deaf ears. 

Global ambitions aside. 
MAM also reported a sharp 
rise in operating expenses, 
largely because of increased 
staff costs. True, the head- 
count has risen by about 10 
per cent in the past six 
months, mostly in the infor¬ 
mation technology depart¬ 
ment, but the company is 
also paying more. After all. 
fund managers like Carol 
Galley don’t come cheap. De¬ 
serving or not, it makes tittle 
sense m featherbed the opera¬ 
tion when performance in the 
main pooled pension fund 
looks weak. Investors should 
take note and sell. 

Edited by CarlMortished 
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I f the Confederation of 
British. Industry is 
against something, it is 
probably a good idea. I 
was therefore relieved to read 
the following headline on Reu¬ 
ters yesterday a few minutes 
after the Bank of England 
announced that interest rates 
were going up: “CB1 regrets 
UK rare rise, wants policy on 
hold ‘into next year*." J was 
even more pleased to read a 
few minutes Later that the 
Bank of England's decision 
had been welcomed by the 
Institute of Directors, the 
small business lobby group, 
which has had a consistently 
better record than the CBI 
dinosaur in adapting to die 
dramatic changes in Britain’s 
economic and political climate 
over the past 20 years. 

The CHI’s response deserves 
attention because it perversely 
summarises both the bad and 
, the good about yesterdays 
^edrian. The bad newsor at 
least the unpleasant news — is 
that interest rates had to rise. 
Any tightening of monetary 
policy is unpleasant, even 
though the monetary policy 
committee (MFC) was in my 
view right to tighten by one 
more notch and to do so 
immediately, rather than wait¬ 
ing for another month or two 
as City experts had predicted. 
The good news — and here I 
mean genuinely good news — 
is dial interest rates are now 
likely to remain at this level for 
a long time and not just for the 
few months -implied by the 
OBI'S pusillanimous call for 
stability “into next year". 

Since this column has not 
made a habit of welcoming 
higher interest rates in the 
^ast, it seems worth examin¬ 
ing in detail both the tactical 
and the strategic arguments 
which must have confronted- 
die MPC yesterday. 

The tactical arguments for 
moving yesterday were partic¬ 
ularly dear cut if interest 
rates were going to rise at all 
in the foreseeable future, the 
best rime to act was this 
month. When the Bank last 
raised interest rates on August 
7. it supplemented its usual 
terse announcement with a 
dear suggestion that mone¬ 
tary policy would be kept 
unchanged for several 
months. This position was 
amplified a few days later in 
P) the Bank’s quarterly inflation 
Report. The report pointed to 
five areas of uncertainty about 
the state of die economy and 
the financial markets which, 
justified a “pause for reflec¬ 
tion" before any further mone¬ 
tary moves. 'The Bank's five 
main areas of uncertainty 
were as follows: the impact on 
sterling of the preparations for 
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ance erf payments suffers from 
the strong pound. Alternative¬ 
ly. the Bank could deliberately 
keep interest rales below die 
level it deems necessary to hit 
its inflation target — but this is 
an option which the MPC is 
obviously bound to reject. 

On trade and manufactur¬ 
ing, the Bank's second area of 
uncertainty, the picture has 
also become dearer since Au¬ 
gust. The strong pound has 
continued to restrain exports 
and industrial profits, but the 
impact remains much less 
catastrophic than most econo¬ 
mists (not to mention industri¬ 
alists) had expected. The curr¬ 
ent account remains in surp¬ 
lus, despite the fan that Brit¬ 
ain is in the midst of a consum¬ 
er boom while most of our 
trading partners are only just 
emerging from recession. 
Manufacturing output contin¬ 
ues to grow at a steady, if mod¬ 
est, annualised rate of 15 to 2 
per cent. And Britain’s expons 
have continued growing, with 
the recovery' in continental 
Europe making up for much 
of the loss of competitiveness 
caused by the strong pound. 

Turning to the labour mar¬ 
ket. the arguments for and 
against monetary tightening 
must have remained finely 
balanced yesterday. Wage in¬ 
flation has accelerated very 
slightly. Unemployment has 
continued to decline, but the 
rate of improvement has omi¬ 
nously slowed. 


European monetary union; 
the effect of the strong pound 
on exports and manufacturing 
output; the evidence of infla¬ 
tionary pressures in tiie labour 
market; the response of con- - 
sumer spending to building 
society windfalls; and develop¬ 
ments in the money supply 
figures. 

The Bank’s dear implica¬ 
tion in August was that its 
“pause for reflection*’ would 
last about three months — 
until tiie publication of the 
next Inflation Report, which 
comes out next Wednesday. As 
a result, the financial markets 
always expected November to 
be the crucial month when the 
MPC would review look all the 
new evidence accumulated 
since August and decide on its 
next move. 

If a further monetary tight¬ 
ening was likely to be neces¬ 
sary some time in the near 
future, there was only one 
tactical reason for delay. This 
was ihe fear of instability in 
financial markets. Financial 
economists in the City, whose 
bonuses depend on tiie level of 
the stock market at the end of 
the year, were naturally much 
impressed by this argument 
The crash in the stock market 
was never likely to bother the 
MPC nearly as much — partic¬ 


ularly since the stock market 
has “uncrashed" since last 
Monday and is now exactly 
where it was before the last 
increase in interest rates. 

The real issue for the MPC 
was therefore strategic, not 
tactical. On the basis of the five 
uncertainties highlighted in 
August, was a further slight 
increase in interest rates justi¬ 
fied to be sure of hitting the 25 
per cent inflation target? Or 
would such a tightening trans¬ 
form next year's inevitable eco¬ 
nomic slowdown into a more 
serious slump? Consider the 
Bank's five criteria one by one. 


O n the last two points 
— the building soci¬ 
ety windfalls and 
the monetary fig¬ 
ures — developments in the 
past three months have broad¬ 
ly confirmed the Bank's earlier 
view that the risks to inflation 
remained biased slightly to 
the upside. The windfalls 
appear to have been mostly 
saved, rather than spent, im¬ 
plying that the inevitable slow- 
down in consumer spending 
next year due to- this factor 
should not be unduly severe. 
Monetary growth has 
changed little since August 
and shows no sign of the 
deceleration that monetarists 


believe will be necessary to 
attain the 25 per cent inflation 
target • - 
Turning now to the more 
■ important factors. Despite the 
near-certainty that EMU 
would go ahead and the 
Government’s unambiguous 
announcement that Britain 
would stay out. sterling had 
fallen by 3 per cent since early 
August—from a trad weight¬ 
ed index of 1055 on the eve of 
the last rate rise to 1024 
yesterday morning. This 
gested that sterling’s streng 
could not be blamed on inves¬ 
tors searching for a safe haven 
from EMU. By yesterday it 
must have seemed dearer to 
the MPC that the pound was 
being sustained by more fun¬ 
damental factors — the 
strength of the British econo¬ 
my and the sound balance of 
payments, as well as the high 
level of interest rates deemed 
by the Bank itself to be 
necessary to control inflation. 
Frorn the Bank’s point of view. 
. therefore, the only way to 
continue putting downward 
pressure on sterling would be 
to undo some of the positive 
fundamentals sustaining the 
pound. Ultimately the pound 
could be brought down by 
natural causes, if economic 
growth decelerates or the bal¬ 


T he slackening rate of 
job creation should 
deter the MPC from 
overdoing its mone¬ 
tary tightening- The Bank's 
top priority in its first year of 
independence should surely be 
to win the confidence of the 
public. There is one necessary 
and sufficient condition for 
central bank independence to 
win political credibility. The 
MPC must convince the public 
that there is no contradiction 
between the pursuit of low 
inflation and the achievement 
of full employment. 

In America, the Federal Res¬ 
erve Board has managed to 
prove precisely this point, for¬ 
cing instinctive opponents of 
central bank independence 
(myself included) to eat hum¬ 
ble pie and rake a more charit¬ 
able view of Gordon Brown’s 
decision to hand responsibility 
for demand management to 
the Bank. But the MPC realis¬ 
es that it will take it years to 
establish a record comparable 
to the Fed's and win the corres¬ 
ponding public support. In the 
months ahead, therefore, the 
MPC must prove that it can 
keep inflation down without 
pushing up unemployment. 

In the long run. public 
support must be any central 
bank's over-riding objective. 
In winning this support, the 
Bank cannot afford to miss its 
inflation target in its first few 
years of operation. Thai was 
why it was right to raise 
interest rates yesterday. But 
equally, tiie Bank cannot aff¬ 
ord to be acquiescent in high 
unemployment or snuff out 
economic growth. That is why 
l feel fairly confident that this 
rate increase will be the last 
for a long time. 


German leave 


THE stress may be showing at 
BZW, now firmly in the sights 
of Credit Suisse First Boston. 
While staff down ait Canary 
Wharf gnash their teeth and 
rend their clothes over 
Donaldson Lufkin Jenrette’S 
decision to drop out of the 
^bidding, leaving just the one 
Jpotential purchaser, some of 
their colleagues in Germany 
have voted with their feet. 
Word reaches me that four or 
five of BZW’s equities team in 
Frankfort have jumped ship 

in tffe past few weeks and gone 

off to join Merrill lynch. 
Perhaps a case of better the 


devil you know than the devil 
you don’t? 

Incidentally, Allen Wheat. 
CSFB’s E7 miilion-a-year (al¬ 
legedly) American doss and 
the man who will take most of 
the credit for any bargain- 
basement purchase of BZW. 
has clearly thrived since he 
jumped ship from tiie Euro¬ 
bond desk of Bankers Trust a 
few years ago. I am reminded 
that, by contrast his number 
two at Bankers Trust has not 
done quite as welL He was an 
aggressive, bearded Austra¬ 
lian called Ron Baker. He 
chose to go to Barings. The 
rest is history. 





Different key 


Just don't try it on the terraces 
at White Hart Lane . 



□A SINISTER announce¬ 
ment in The Wall Street Jour¬ 
nal Smith Barney has minted 
some investment bankers, an¬ 
alysis and salesmen that once 
the merger with Salomon 
Brothers is completed "they 
will be terminatedSaves on 
redundancy payments, you 
see. Hasta la vista, baby. ■ 


Lub-a-dub 


“Don’t tell anyone, but I 
actually think I'm beginning 
to miss die Tones” 


NEWS that Chris Blackwell 
founder of Island Records, has 
finally lost interest and quit re¬ 
minds me of the time his un¬ 
flappable right-hand man. 
Marc Marat, showed me 


around the Island headquar¬ 
ters in Chiswick. Converted 
from a couple of town houses, 
it was a warren of scattered 
rooms and sound-proofed stu¬ 
dios. We stood in a normal 
suburban hall, in front of 
what looked like a broom cup¬ 
board. “1 wonder what’s in 
here?" said Marot, and 
opened the door. 

Inside, in the pitch dark¬ 
ness. could just be made out 
several pairs of white eyes. 
AS the door opened, out 
poured a deafening “lub-a- 
dub, lub-a-dub” of reggae 
music and a dense cloud of 
aromatic smoke. We looked 
at the eyes through the 
smoke; the eyes looked back. 
This worldless tableau held 
for about four seconds. “Well, 
passing on ..said Marot 
imperturbably, closing the 
door again. 


ON A different note, a chance 
encounter with the former 
newsreader Jan Leeming in 
Malta is behind this Sunday's 
recital^ by a promising Greek- 
Peruvian pianist — they tell 
me he is promising, and I feel 
inno position to argue— at the 
Stationers’ Hall on Ludgate 
Hill. Tiie event is in aid of 
Fight for Sight, a charity of 
which Leeming is a patron. 

Its chairman is Clive Stone, 
immediate past president of 
the Worshipful Company of 
Spectacle Makers, and the 
concert was arranged for the 
liverymen and freemen of all 
the City livery companies, al¬ 
though everyone is welcome. 
Babis Kapelis will play works 
by Bach, Chopin, Albeniz and 
Jerry lie Lewis. Guess which 
one 1 made up. 


Bullish 


GEORGE BULL of Grand- 
Met introduces the sharehold¬ 
ers’ circular on the Guinness 
merger "1 apologise for the 
length and complexity of these 
documents. But I am afraid 
this cannot be avoided.” 
GrandMet watchers believe 
this is the first time the chair¬ 
man. whose presentations lo 
the City can provide a level of 
detail lhar overwhelms even 
the keenest analyst, has 
apologised for being long- 
winded. 


Martin Waller 


□A BLISTERING note on 
Tottenham Hotspurfrom Guy 
Feld, analyst at UBS. He 
highlights poor player pur¬ 
chasing which has destroyed 
£14 million of shareholder 
value, pointing out that “Tot¬ 
tenham's playing form contin¬ 
ues to be indifferent at best". 
Words that could almost have 
come from an Arsenal sup¬ 
porter— which indeed Feld is, 
with a season ticket. "J come 
from a family of Tottenham 
supporters and Tve been a 
buyer of the stock." sottr Feld. 



George Bull apologised for 
the length and complexity 
of rircuJated documents 
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Now Mayflower sets 
its sights on a new 
and bigger world 


T he stalking of Vickers 
came at an inconvenient 
time for the City ana¬ 
lysts who have followed May¬ 
flower’s remarkable rise 
under John Simpson, its shav¬ 
en-headed chief executive. 

Many were away from their 
screens when Mayflower's in¬ 
terest in Vickers was trumpet¬ 
ed to the market on 
Wednesday. Their location? 
The US. on a fact-finding 
mission with Mayflower. 
While this sounds like a per¬ 
fect coincidence, the two key 
executives were not with them. 

Mr Simpson. 54. and David 
Donnelly, the finance director, 
were back in the UK, master¬ 
minding a damage limitation 
exercise after the news of their 
interest leaked out 
The reputations of both men 
as well as that of Rupert 
Hambro. non-executive chair¬ 
man, have grown through the 
Nineties as Mayflower trans¬ 
formed from a listed company 
shell, culled from a stumbling 
tqymaker. to become walking 
and talking proof that manu¬ 
facturing can still be a go-go 
sector in the UK. 

In the Mayflower boardroom, 
Mr Hambro has been described 
as the man with the contacts, 
Mr Simpson as the man with 
the hard basiness vision. 

Before the two men joined 
forces to create the listed 
company. Mr Simpson was a 
precocious employee of Bunzl. 
the packaging machinery 
company, a divisional manag¬ 
ing director at the age of 2S. 

After leaving Bunzl, he and 
business partners built up a 
private group of companies 
called Timelaw. Its main com¬ 
pany was Ribbons, where prod¬ 
ucts included car seatbelts and 


Adam Jones looks 


at the unlikely 


success story of the 


manufacturing 


company that is 


stalking Vickers 


parachute webbing. Mean¬ 
while, Mr Hambro was won¬ 
dering what to do with a 
tqymaker to financial services 
outfit called Triangle Trust, 
effectively a shell company. 
Mr Simpson and his partners 
sold Timelaw to the trust in 
1989. the name was changed to 
Mayflower, and the unlikely 
success sto/y began. 

Landmarks in the subse¬ 
quent growth of Mayflower 
include the acquisition from 
the receiver in 1991 of Motor 
Panels, the car body maker 
with operations in the UK and 
US. The company now makes 
the Rover MGF body for 
BMW and the Land Rover 
Discovery shell. 

Then there is the purchase 
from receivers of 1AD. one of 
the finest automotive design 
and engineering companies in 
Europe. The design creden¬ 
tials possessed by LAD — 
which helped create the chic 
Mazda MX-5 before being 
bought — will become increas¬ 
ingly important as Vickers 
seeks to portray Mayflower as 
an oafish metal-basher. 

In spite of the success, Mr 
Simpson keeps a low profile, 
generally refusing interviews, 
and has been described as 
tough but quiet in demeanour. 
However, his taste in clothes 


and menacing goatee do not 
suggest someone who is keen 
to shrink into the background. 
Nor do his hobbies. He is a 
motor raring fan and some¬ 
time driver. His enemies 
would suggest that the Vickers 
bid can. therefore, be dis¬ 
missed as a “boy’s toys" esca¬ 
pade, hatched by someone 
who would like nothing better 
than to buy Cosworth Formu¬ 
la One. the engines business, 
and then sii m his office, 
shouting “BrmmlBnnmr at 
anyone who crosses his 
threshold. 

The reality is likely to be 
different. One anaJysi says 
that Mayflower aims to create 
a company spread across as 
many as six divisions, each 
with an operating proflr of 
about £50 million a year. 


T he automotive division 
is already there, and 
Mayflower has started 
to venture into aerospace de¬ 
sign with a British Aerospace 
link-up, which should account 
for another division. Rolls- 
Royce, Cosworth and Vickers’ 
nifty propulsion Technology 
businesses would go a long 
way towards filling the re¬ 
maining vacancies. 

But the defence arm of 
Vickers will not bea part of the 
plan. If Mayflower chooses to 
make a bid, shareholders will 
have to make a judgment on 
the company's ability to sell 
this division quickly in a 
rapidly emptying market. 

Thus far, Mayflower has 
been an extremely nimble 
player in a sector foil of 
doggers. Mr Simpson must 
nor be bogged down driving 
tanks when he should bear the 
wheel of a racing car. 
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INTERIM RESULTS - SIX MONTHS ENDED BO SEPTEMBER 1997 


6 Months to 
30 Sept 1997 


6 Months to 12 Months to 
30 Sept 1996 31 Marl 997 


(Unaudited) 

Em 

(Unaudited) 

Restated 

£m 

(Audited) 

Restated 

On 

TURNOVER 

427.1 

444.0 

954.1 

PROFIT ON ORDINARY ACTIVITIES BEFORE TAXATION 

SU 

543 

1133 

Tax on profit on ordinary activities 

(104) 

(132) 

(342) 

Tax on exceptional items 

- 

~ 

173 

■Windfall tax' (see Note 3) 

(1183) 

~ 

- 

PROFTT/dOSS) ATTRIBUTABLE TO MEM BBS OF THE MRBIT COMPANY 

P33) 

41.fi 

963 

Dividend on non-equity shares 

(43) 

(43) 

(9-0) 

RETAWEDPROm/ftOSS) 

Earnings per equity share (see Note 4): 

P8-3? 

37.1 

873 

Bask 

(77.1p) 

37.1p 

87.5p 

Exceptional items 

1163p 

(13p) 

lS3p) 

Earnings per share before non-operating exceptional items 

3BAp 

353p 

80.6p 
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“Profit before tax was unchanged from the previous year as improved profits from our generation investments 
and lower Interest were offset by the higher pension costs wftkfi resulted from the abotitjon of ACT for pension 
funds announced in the Jufy budget* 

Gregory E. Abel President and Chiet Operating Officer 


REGSTERm ADDRESS: NORTHERN ELECTRIC pk, CARU 0 L HOUSE, MARKET STREET. N 0 NCASUE UPON TYNE NE 1 SHE REG NO, 2366942 


Conference Call, 


£ 



mom chance of 



With BT Conference Call, you can holer meetings anywhere in the 
world without leaving your desk. And not only does it save you time 
and money, dinner won’t be in the dog. . " 


Why not change the tvaytmawb? 



BT Conference Call. For a free demonstration.* 

Freefone 0800 800 800 


OFFER ENDS 31.12 97. 
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Equities close above their worst 

TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
the previous day’s close, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 
price/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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FOOD MANUFACTURERS 
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Portfolio 

£2,000 to be won 

Check the numbers on your 
pwtfoira card and find your 
eight stocks in the Portfolio 
panel below. In the column 
provided next to your eight 
shares enter the shan* move¬ 
ments as published on this 
ppgg Ignore fractions, ie enter 
lfibas lb (the symbol means 
no change}. After listing the 
price changes of your eight 
shares, add ur subtract as 
appropriate to find your total 
which can be plus or minus. If 
your overall total matches 
exactly the points required far 
the daily dividend you win or 

share the £ 2,000 daily prize. 
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Forget Dow. Invest in Ernest. 

Ernest Jones 

The Diamond and Watch specialist 
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F rankly, readers. I am well 
gobsmacked, as they say on 
The Bill. Just six weeks ago I 
filled this column with a little jeu 
d'esprit under die roguish head¬ 
line “One Opera House is Trouble 
Enough". Within five years, I said, 
London would only have one 
opera house, because the available 
subsidy, audience and sponsor¬ 
ship are insufficient to sustain both 
Coven I Garden and Coliseum. 

For this piece of unassailable 
logic I was naturally ridiculed by 
all manner of distinguished gen¬ 
try. Indeed, so universally hostile 
was the reaction that I considered 
making a public act or contrition — 
perhaps a small donation to the 
Vivien Dufficld Relief Fund for 
Crush Bar Carpets. 

But guess what? I can put the 
padlock back on my wallet. This 
week our Culture Secretary, Chris 
Smith, expressed what passes in 
Blniritc circles Tor an anginal idea. 
He announced that London can 
support only one opera house! 
Spooky coincidence, or what? This 
may be the first known instance of 
life imitating the arts page. 

Now it is Mr Smith's turn w be 


One opera house is still a good idea 


ridiculed. And what high-powered 
ridicule, too. 1 particularly enjoyed 
Sir Jeremy Isaacs’s many rendi¬ 
tions this week of his famous aria. 
There’s Nothing Wrong With 
Covent Garden That More Subsi¬ 
dy Won’t Cure. Of course, even as 
he performed this ditty his former 
colleagues were scurrying round 
with the world's biggest begging 
bowl, trying to rescue Covent 
Garden from the disastrous clo¬ 
sure plans he masterminded. But 
that little irony only added piquan¬ 
cy to his performance, I thought. 

Indeed, the hostility to Mr 
Smith's proposal is now so wide¬ 
spread that I feel I must spring to 
his defence. So let's examine the 
misinformation that has been ban- 
died around this week. 

What of the rumour, for in¬ 
stance, that English National Op¬ 
era would be squashed — along 
with its cheap ricket policy and its 
vernacular style — if it shared 
Covent Garden with the Royal 


Opera? That notion has been put 
about a lot, not least by ENO itself. 
Bur if's pessimistic rubbish. Con¬ 
sider this. On Monday morning 
ENO faced a dismal existence in a 
crumbling theatre, the Coliseum, 
which the company has declared 
id be unworkable as a repertory 
opera house unless it eels a £60 
million redevelopment — and that 
has been ruled out. By Monday 
evening ENO had been offered a 
place in what (far £213 million) 
jolly wdl ought to be the best opera 
house in Europe; the redeveloped 
Govern Garden. That has to be an 

improvement. 

What’s more. ENO will take to 
Coven[ Garden a populist ethos far 
more attuned to new Labour 
thinking than the Royal Opera's 
stuffy elitism. If the ENO people 
keep their nerve, it is they who 
could rule the roost. Then public 
subsidy could gradually be trans¬ 
ferred from the Royal Opera until 
it becomes a wholly privatised 



RICHARD MORRISON 


company, offering limited seasons 
at mind-boggling prices to the 
super-rich. That is surely a more 
likely scenario than the one which 
says that our “people’s govern¬ 
ment" would allow our "people’s 
opera company" to die. 

What of the objection that 


Covent Garden won't have enough 
spare nights to satisfy ENO. the 
Royal Opera and the Royal Bailer? 
No. it won't. But they must also 
perform elsewhere. The Royal 
Ballet would be better displayed at 
the Coliseum, which should be¬ 
come a receiving house for the 
world's top dance companies. The 
rebuilt Sadler's Weils should 
house ENO's smaller repertory. 

And all three of these allegedly 
national companies should also 
tour outside London. Yes, 1 know 
dial "experts" say it is prohibitively 
expensive for opera companies to 
tour. But what do they imagine 
that Scottish Opera. Opera North. 
Welsh National Opera and 
Glyndeboume do for three-quar¬ 
ters of every year? 

As for the charge that it would 
be impossible to maintain two 
different sorts of musical life on the 
same Covent Garden stage, that 
merely betrays ignorance of what 
goes an in every concert hall in 


Britain every week. Take the 
Albert Hall. It has boxing one 
night, a fashion show the next, a 
top-quality orchestral concert on 
the third. It has been doing that for 
a century, and hasn't lost its 
integrity yet Why should an opera 
house be different? 

W hat else has been thrown 
at Chris Smith this 
week? Inevitably, the old 
flannel about how much subsidy is 
handed to opera'abroad. I thmk 
this spectacularly misses the point. 
Yes, it's true that London doesn't 
have four opera houses, like Paris. 
But Britain can boast a dozen top- 
class orchestras (name one French 
orchestra that you really want to 
hear), theatre that is the envy of the 
world, a film industry that is now 
the healthiest in Europe, ethnic 
cultural activity of beguiling rich¬ 
ness. galleries and museums 
stocked with treasures, pioneering 
dance companies capable of 


wowing Broadway, radical young 
artists who win commission* 

pages, but I think you grasp the 
point? All these things deserve a 
little share of our taxes as we L if 
only as seed money.Thetroubieis 
that every time somebody says 
"®rand opera is ludicrously expen¬ 
ses, but we must keep up with 
Munich", what they are really 
advocating is starving many other 
art forms in order to pay for the 
extravagances of one. Besides, 
when it comes to providing fair 
subsidies all round in a multicul¬ 
tural society. 1 dont rhink we need 
any lessons from the Germans. 

But why should Mr Smith 
deploy any of these arguments? 
The opera companies are effect¬ 
ively broke, despite yesterdays 
vague “rescue package". They are 
in no position to object to any 
scheme that keeps them in busi¬ 
ness. Mr Smith holds all the aces. 
He should keep his cool, call his 
opponents’ bluff, and play out a 
hand that might just win hack 
some goodwill for the cause of 
opera in Britain. 



Star-crossed in mafia country 


W hy do funerals on 
the stage always 
occur in a dismal 
drizzle? Ill tell 
you. It’s so that directors can 
bring on a lugubriously atmo¬ 
spheric line of people with 
raised umbrellas as well as 
black overcoats, veils and 
hats. At any rate, that is the 
only explanation i can offer for 
baking-hot Verona’s alarming 
transformation into rainy 
Aberdeen at the opening of the 
Borneo and Juliet that marks 


Romeo and 
Joliet 

Barbican Pit 


rhe RSCs overdue return from 
iis summer meanderings to its 
old London habitat. 

But let me not quibble. 
/Michael Attenborough’s pro¬ 
duction is always decent and, 
as it happens, especially 
strong when the Italian ba¬ 
rometer rakes a sudden up¬ 
turn. Robert Jones’s adaptable 
brick-and-crumbling-stone set 
goes into city-square mode. 
Sweaty men in caps, grimy 
vests and hanging braces 
saunter about, idly looking for 
trouble. Verona has now been 
transformed to a run-down 
town in Don Corleone coun¬ 
try. circa 1910. 

Talk of princes and dukes 
seems a bit odd in this dowdy 
outback. Juliet washes clothes 
in a tin bath and her mother 
helps to cook the spaghetti 
bolognese for a party in which 
the wine comes directly from 
unmarked bottles, the lighting 
is by candles in glass jars, and 
glamour consists of wearing 
an embroidered waistcoat 
over a bare torso. It seems 
even odder when Capulet and 
Montague promise to erect all¬ 
gold statues of each others 
children. Maybe they have the 
requisite loot stashed in some 


DONALD COOPER 



Ray Fearon and Zoe Waites play the ill-fated lovers In the Royal Shakespeare Company's new production of Romeo and Juliet at the Barbican 


dodgy Sicilian bank. At all 
events, this Verona is a place 
where emotions are raw and 
likely to run amok. It is a place 
where, as Friar Laurence ob¬ 
serves. violent delights will 
almost certainly have equally 
violent ends. 

The acting is uneven, but 
powerful enough where it 
really maners. Ray Fear on's 
Romeo is sturdy, virile and 


ardent. Zoe Waites exudes at 
least as much passion from 
her balcony and gives every 
sign of recognising that Juliet 
is the tougher of the two 
lovers. Maybe she fails to rise 
to some of the subtler, trickier 
challenges — for instance, the 
moment where she must real¬ 
ise rhat her Nurse is reporting 
TybalTs and not Romeo’s 
death — bur she makes vou 


believe that she could defy her 
overwhelming parents, swal¬ 
low a dangerous potion, and 
wake up in a tomb crammed 
with decaying remnants of 
murdered cousin. 

It is a pity that Atten¬ 
borough has cut the lamenta¬ 
tions after Juliet'S fake death 
and denied us any glimpse of 
the Mantuan apothecary from 
whom Romeo buys his fatal 


Mickey Finn. The explanation 
is presumably that after 
London and Stratford the pro¬ 
duction will launch on the sort 
of interminable tour of region¬ 
al theatres that makes a lull 
cast financially as well as 
humanly improbable. This is 
a no-frills staging, but none 
the worse for that, especially 
when the supporting perform¬ 
ers include Richard Cordery. 


who makes Laurence a robust 
priest rather titan the usual 
dreamy allotment-holder, and 
Sandra Voe, whose Nurse is 
genial, blearily flirtatious, 
maddeningly slow at getting 
to the nub of matters, and 
everything Shakespeare’s 
Nurse should be. 

Benedict 

Nightingale 


Seven ways to 
leave your lover 


T he French Theatre Sea¬ 
son continues with a 
very French text direct¬ 
ed by the remarkable Robert 
Wilson, on his first visit to the 
West End for 20 years. The 
author is foe late Marguerite 
Duras and the seven scenes of 
the piece are broken by the 
sounds of a thunderous sea. 
that destructive presence fa¬ 
miliar from so many of her 
works. 

Wilson’s productions are in¬ 
variably beautiful Those I 
have managed to catch at 
festivals here and there delight 
the eye from moment to mo¬ 
ment and in every moment. 
Whatever position his per¬ 
formers are placed in. the 
angle of their arms and legs, 
the twist or not of the torso, the 
tilt or turn of the head, the 
relationship between this body 
and that body, or to that open 
book spotlit in the foreground, 
this gilt hand-mirror, that 
narrow beam of black fabric 
slowly descending — all these 
items, and the planes of colour 
behind them too, foe snatches 
of music accompanying the 
words, the crash of the waves, 
make up a steadily unfolding 
pattern of audiovisual delight 
It is like a long shared 
dream. 

That said, there are also 
passages in his produce6ns 
when manner seems to be foe 
principal or sole matter. This 
is not exactly the case here, 
because the words of Duras 
anchor foe two performers to 
some recognisable reality, 
even though foe subjects they 
exclusively ruminate upon are 
the French perennials of la 
mort and ['amour, and to 
what extent one is the other. 

The man is played by Mi¬ 
chel Piccoli, the oval-faced, 
honest-faced actor who red fed 
Virgil to foe swarm of bees at 
the start of the film Milou en 
Mai. His partner is the 


wraithlike dancer Luanda 
Childs, playing the woman he 
has engaged to live with him 
for seven days in the hope of 
discovering, even at the elev¬ 
enth. hour of his life, what it 
means to love a woman and 
whether he can do so. 

On a stage three times as 
wide as it is high, first Piccoli 
and then Childs speak of his 
intention, his offer, his love- 
making, his inability to en- 
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Garage ghost and an ethnic twist 


Box Office 
0171 632 8300 




From the Flouse 
of 



This was the best evening i've had at 
English National Opera for years ...a 
magnificent ensemble cast...Best of all 
was the incandescent playing of the 
orchestra under Paul Daniel' 


‘...JanaCek's most extraordinary score. 
Paul Daniel conducts it at white-heat, 
and encourages both his orchestra and 
the men of the ENO chorus to believe 
in it passionately too’ 


‘...one of ENO's best 
deserved achievements., 
a triumph for Paul Daniel., 
and a welcome reminder of 
Tim Albery's exceptional gifts.. 


WHEN ghosts make an en- 
trance ir is normally down a 
crafty Gothic stairwell, or 
through foe floorboards of a 
ghastly country pile. Parv 
Banal has the cheek and wit to 
pick a ber*t backstreet garage 
ir. London where the stage 
traffic i> people such as Ron¬ 
nie. with hot. dodgy motors to 
hide, and Nobby, who smokes 
an enormous amount of can¬ 
nabis. wears dreadlocks and 
thinks he's black. He even 
adepts a Rastafarian lilt. 

The irony is that it is Ronnie 
who is black anil whose sole 
Interest is not his roots but his 
staler. Porsche. However, this 
is Jas's garage and the dis¬ 
gruntled young Asian me¬ 
chanic won't move until there 
is mor.ev up front. It’S his 23rd 
birthday, and no one. includ¬ 
ing hi 1 ! womanising, alcoholic, 
r.-rarxiral father, remembers. 


Crazy Horse 

~ BACrSWli ' : 

Neil Warmmgton’s set is an 
atmospheric slope of number 
plates, an engine pit with a 
grill over it and some loose 
chains hung from the lighting 
rig. The first inkling that not 
everything is as "it seems 
comes when we see Jas sniff¬ 
ing his mother’s old dress and 
fondling her prayer book. The 
sense of Ameet Channa’s Jas 
being haunted by his dead 
mother plays itself out in 
intense arguments over banal¬ 
ities such as laundty tickets 
with Madhav Sharma's osten¬ 
tatiously disinterested Jutia. 
Channa makes a compelling 
mess of Jas: too bright ro be 

competing against a barmaid 
for nis father’s attention, but 


stewing in his garage like his 
dead mother’s conscience. 

It’s not foe soapy chemistry 
that makes Banal’S play so 
watchable but the brilliantly- 
observed ethnic spin he puts 
on this scenario. 

Vicky Featherstone's light- 
fingered production for Tara 
Arts and Paines Plough steers 


a sure comic course until Jas 
runs over foe barmaid. Bancil 
and Fearherstone haven’t 
quite nailed foe lid down but 
they come enjqyably close with 
their eccentric, highly theatri¬ 
cal tale. 

James 

Christopher 


Last love: Michel Piccoli 
and Lucinda Childs 

counter himself by way of 
another, his growing malady. 
At first they use the third 
person singular, and then 
introduce a. scattering of the 
second person. There are occa¬ 
sional mild jokes, and haunt¬ 
ing music from Hans Peter 
Kuhn. Recoil's voice often 
rises in surprise at the end of a 
line, as if discovering feeling 
while phrasing, and Childs's 
agile grace is used to striking 
effect in the sixth scene. After 
this Piccoli holds himself in an 
impossibly awkward half-fall 
for an impressive length of 
time. 

The occasion is itself impres¬ 
sively strange, with none of foe 
incommunicably private im¬ 
agery that can make a Wilson 
work a problem piece. Gener¬ 
ously sponsored by Global 
Asset Management, perfor¬ 
mances continue until tomor¬ 
row. 

Jeremy Kingston 


'This is an ENO special In 
terms of its Company spirit, its 
collective energy and force’ 




Twice Through the Heart 
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‘Mark-Anthony Tumage's virtuoso 
writing ...magnificently sung by 
Susan Bicktey, staged with subtle 
simplicity and powerfully conducted 
by Nicholas Kok’ 


Marf'-Ar.Sno'y Tlrnags 

The music's brilliant orchestration 
and jazz-Dke fluency bloomed in the 
Coliseunu.and Bickley sings and acts 
with total assurance and involvement 
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' Ke Eternal 

unsung chains of 




ONE of the charms of radio is 
that its relevance is in inverse 
proportion to the luridness of 
itis publicity. Headlines the 
size of a house accompanied 
by garish photographs 
snatched outside nightclubs 
usually indicate that someone 
has walked out of. or into. 

4 Radio I. almost certainly with 
no discernible effect upon the 
general health of the medium. 

The really interesting bits of 
radio are going on without 
much attention from news 
editors. Indeed, even in these 
days of media sophistication 
and spin doctoring, there are 
still people quietly working 
away within Broadcasting 


RADIO 


House for whom the notion of 
attracting the attention of a 
journalist has all the desirabil¬ 
ity of a blue tight seen in a 
rear-view mirror. 
m Take for example the team 
behind Sounding the Centu¬ 
ry, one of the most ambitious 
programme projects in the 
entire histoiy of the BBC It is 
what it appears to be: a series 
of music programmes, includ¬ 
ing concerts, which attempts 
to offer a record of music 
written and recorded in the 
20th century. The project is a 
long one: it continues until the 
new nrillennium- 

Radio 3 is, of course, the 
project's home told this week 
has been especially fruitful for 
anyone wanting to grasp the 
flavour of Sounding the Cen¬ 
tury. Monday, in particular, 
had three excellent pro¬ 
grammes —two of them, joy of 
joys, pegged to an 
anniversary. 

This year being the 75th 
birthday of the BBC, the 
corporation seems especially 
b fond of anniversaries: perhaps 

■ it is celebrating other people's 
so as to feel better about its 
own. Whatever, on Monday 
Radio 3 began a four-day 
evaluation of die music of 
Vaughan Williams — this is 
the 125th anniversary of his 
birth — and the same night 
there was a new production of 
his morality opera. The Pil¬ 
grim's Progress. 

I have enjoyed David 
Hudcvale'S programmes fea¬ 
turing various aspects of the 
composer's music, from his 
influence on folk music to 
examples of his film, scores. 
Each programme was ample 
evidence that the image of 
Vaughan Williams as the ar¬ 
chetypal evoker of English 
.1 pastoral images sells him very 
f short. 

The other, very different, 
contribution to Sounding the 
Century which caught the ear 
on Monday (and is running all 
week) is a series under the ! 
Postscript banner called Ulys- j 
ses: Epiphanies, which marks 
another 75th anniversary, that j 
of the publication of Joyce’s | 
book. 

Each night a different 
speaker addressed a single- 
segment of the book, begin¬ 
ning with the poet Paul 
Muldoon on Telemachus and 
the novelist John Banville on 
Nestor. You did not have to 1 
enjoy textual analysis Jo enjoy 
this, for as much as anything 
| the speakers in this series axe 

■ recording the impact Joyce’s 
work made on them. And, of 
course; proving that they have : 
read die darned bode. 

Peter Barnard i 


violence 

Peter Stothard finds powerful 
modem resonances in a fine 
production of Sophocles’s Electro. 


S arajevo was as much a 
part of the ancient 
Greek world as the 
soil of Athens. When 
David Lgveaux chooses the 
Bosnian war as the backcloth 
for his production of 
Sophocles's Electro, (now 
transferred from Chichester to 
the Doranar Warehouse in 
Govern Garden), he links a 
modem setting to a classical 
play in a way which goes far 
beyond the universality of 
human horror. 

The original audience for 
this most harrowing and para¬ 
doxical of classical tragedies 
would have included many 
ancestors of the northern 

tribes who in previous centu¬ 
ries had fought their way to 
Greece from what we now 

know as Bosnia _ 

and Serbia. 

Sophocles's con- C Bo: 

temporaries saw 
their northern % ^ 

| neighbours as ^ 

more brutal than rtlo, 

themselves, more ytd 

warlike, less dvi- 
- lised but fund a- 
mentally, for better tji» , 

or worse, a part of thlECl 

thrir world — just . . 

as many Europe- LOCI 

ans see the Balkan ^____ 

peoples today. 

Leveaux describes in his 
programme note how be was 
inspired for this production by 
a documentary film about a 
sister putting gifts of rays and 
chocolate on the grave of her 
• brother during die battle for 
Sarajevo in die 1990s. Grave 
offerings play a powerful part 
in Electro; so does sacrifice, 
revenge and the slaughter of 
family byfamily in seemingly 
unending drains of violence: 
Bosnia is not the only place in 
the world where eyes are paid 
for eyes and teeth for teeth 
through the generations. But it 
is a perfect place to set an 
Electro far. today — on Johan 
Engels’s design of bare earth, 
among broken once-fashion- 
able furniture, outside a grey 
wall separating the oppressed 
from their temporary 
conquerors. 


6 Bosnia is 
a perfect 
place to 
set an 
Electra for 
today 7 


Z oe Wanamakert Elec- 
fra. with refugee’s 
coat and concentra¬ 
tion-camp hair, is the 
living victim of the day that 
her mother. Clytemnestra, 
murdered her father, Aga¬ 
memnon. on his return from 
die Trojan War. She is waiting 
restlessly in the hope that her 
brother Orestes will return to 
kill their mother and return 
their family to its rightful 
place of property and power. 
After first learning that her 
brother is dead, she edges 
dose id insanity. 

After Orestes returns, as an 
icy modem terrorist in An¬ 
drew Howard's portrayal, the 
siblings are reunited, Clytem¬ 
nestra is killed and Electra 
returns to an edgy palm. In a 
grim dramatic coup, die audi¬ 
ence is left to await the next 
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PRINTS FOR 
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round of blood-d ri pp in g 
slaughter. 

This story was an old one 
even for Sophocles's audience 
at the end of the 5th century. 

It formed the second part of 
Aeschylus's Oresteia trilogy 
and was also used by Euripi¬ 
des, the third and youngest of 
the great Athenian dramatists.' 

Each writer, however, took a 
slightly different moral view; 
and each of their separate 
senses of revenge has a mod¬ 
em echo. 

Aeschylus saw the killing as 
part of a progress of civilisa¬ 
tion from fete to civil justice.' 

Apollo demands that Orestes 
commit the horrendous crime 
of matricide. So it musr.be 
done. But Athene, represent¬ 
ing the southern civilised val- 

_ ues of Athens 

against earlier cru- 
lla is dfties, resolves the 

disputes in an ac- 
•fppf ceptaWe peace. 

Euripides de- 
o f n nounced the killing 

“ LU of Clytemnestra. 

Q _ His play stresses 

“-** the earlier killing 

r by Agamemnon of 

Q ior h^ daughter Iphi- 

^ genia and the justi- 

y 7 ficatian which this 

gives to the mother 
to repay the debt of 
blood. He attacks Apollo’s 
command to Orestes and takes 
a view of maternal rights that 
has had a long appeal to 
audiences in the post-classical 
period. 

Sophocles, the most con¬ 
summate dramatic artist of 
the three, took a mare subtle 
and balanced view — which 
Leveaux and translator. Frank 
McGuinness, faithfully fol¬ 
low. Wanamaker's Electra is a 
sophisticated hater who 
knows that her adherence to 
traditional values of revenge 
has destroyed her best nature 
as a moral, civilised and 
modem human being. There 
is hope for the future in her 
self-knowledge: as the chorus 
says, “time is a gentle god: he 
heals". But that hope may be a 
long time in fulfilment. (Read¬ 
ers of The Sunday Times 
Culture section may have been 
confused by a review of this 
production in Chichester 
which claimed that “there are 
no such words in the play and 
the Greeks had no god of 

time": die words _ 

are therein line 179 
in the Oxford Clas- £ We 3X6 

sical Text, translat¬ 
ed rather less Jpff fn 
elegantly in the . 

Loeb edition l>y await thp 

Professor Hugh aWaiX me 

%£??££ next round 
of bloody 

temnestra, played 1 

by Marjorie Yates Slaughter 7 
in caked make-up, _______ 

black evening 
gown and blood-red shawl, is 
almost as magnificent a char¬ 
acter as Electra herself: she is 
a mother who loves her son as 
well as fearing him. When the 
family hear from a messenger 
the false tale of Orestes’s death 
in a chariot race, the audi¬ 
ence's first eyes are for the 
desperate impact upon Elec-' 
tra; but afterwards, and quick¬ 
ly, the attention is an the tom 
emotions of the Queen. 

Electra, like other ancient 



Zoe Wanamaker playing Electra: “Her adherence to traditional values of revenge has destroyed her best nature*’ 


A star 
shining 
brightly 

THE Chilingirian Quartet is 
celebrating its 25th anniversa¬ 
ry, For its Barbican celebrity 
redtal on Wednesday night, it 
was appropriate that the 
centrepiece should have been 
a new work, since the quarter 
has done much to promote 
contemporary composers. 

The commission, by the 
Barbican Centre, was for a 
work from Robert Saxton who 
produced Songs, Dances and 
Ellipses — a five-movement 
piece lasting about 23 minutes 
— and handed it over several 
months before the premiere. 
This paid dividends in a 
scrupulously prepared perfor¬ 
mance by the Chilingirians. 


CONCERT 


The title alludes to what the 
composer regards as the fun¬ 
damental elements of human 
musical expression and their 
relationship to the music of the 
spheres. Thus the ellipses 
traced lay the orbits of the 
planets become pan of the 
very structure of the quartet, 
prescribing the trajectories of 
each movement in rum. It is 
an ingenious scheme, but 
what makes the work so 
successful in performance is 
the dialectic of expressive and 
structural elements. 

The first movement begins 
with a stria double canon, yer 
the lyrical nature of the po¬ 
lyphony was always to the fore 
in this sympathetic account. 
The second movement, by 
contrast, dances in frisky 
rhythms, but in the latter 
stages a long-breathed tune on 
the viola weaves its eloquent 
way through the texture. Con¬ 
trapuntal activity and ellipti¬ 
cal orbits all come to rest in an 
extended but evanescent D 
major coda. 

The concert began with an 
elegant reading of Haydn's 
Quartet in G. Op 76, and 
ended with a dynamic one of 
Mendelssohn’s Octet, for 
which the Chilingirians were 
joined by the Endellion String 
Quartet The Mendelssohn 
was realised in ludd, balanced 
textures and there was a 
moment of spellbinding stasis 
before the recapitulation of the 
main material in the first 
movement There was mys¬ 
tery too among the elfin scurry 
of the Scherzo and a euphoric 
conclusion to the finale. 

RarRY 

Millington 


heroines Antigone and Dido, 
has a milder female friend to 
be a foil to her fuiy. But Orla 
Charlton's Chrysothemis is a 
bold, strong figure of rationali¬ 
ty who knows the power of her 
argument that the will of 
Clytemnestra and her power¬ 
ful new husband Aegisthus 
should be respected. In the 
_ language of Saraje¬ 
vo, she is half col- 
; are laborator and half 

free spirit the fate 
+q of so many in such 

times and places. 

I- tl-i a The direction of 
L LilC the chorus is a 

nH permanent trial for 

UUI1U modem produo 

_i tions of Greek trag- 

>Oay edy. This is a 

gl sxudio perfor- 

lter 7 mance which does 

_____ not attempt the 

philosophic gran¬ 
deur of Peter Hall’s Oedipus 
plays, seen last year in Epi- 
daurus and at the National 
Theatre. Leva tort chorus is a 
dear-voiced woman of good 
sense, played by Jenny Gallo¬ 
way in the manner of a United 
Nations aid worker, sympa¬ 
thetic to the heroine in greatest 
need but wise too to the eternal 
truths of time and revenge. 

• Electra continues at the 
Donmar Warehouse (D17l-3(0 
1732) until December 6 
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"Wonderfully funny...sing along ond enjoy "London ska 



"A refreshing British 
comedy, with 


laughs... 

Total Film 
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Maximum break 


A rranging lo meet 
Finley Quaye in a 
snooker dub was 
probably a mistake. 
It is 4JO in the afternoon, the 
singer has just got out of bed. 
and his first slop is the dub. in 
search of a game, a bottle of 
beer and a smoke. While he 
pots reds and colours on the 
table with bewildering skill. I 
am forced to shoot my ques¬ 
tions over the green baize. 

Quaye is a serious player. “I 
give my driver a lOCVpoint 
start. That means l have to get 
a colour with every red or at 
least a very good safety shot. 
And I still beat him." he says 
with a cherubic smile. 

The statement is not a boast 
but a matier-of-faei assess¬ 
ment of his own considerable 
prowess. The other thing 
Quaye docs with some skill is 
write and perform songs full of 
sunshine vibes and a soulful 
spontaneity, rootsy but radio¬ 
friendly at the same rime. 

It is a formula which has 
shot him to astonishing suc¬ 
cess over the past six months. 
During the summer two sin¬ 
gles. the joyously uplifting 
Sunday Shining, based on an 
old Bob Marfey song, and the 
cool and sassy Even After Ail 
vaulted effortlessly into the 
Top Ten. In late September his 
first album. Maverick a 
Strike, made its chan debut at 
No 3 and has already gone 
platinum with sales of 
300.000. A third single from 


Finley Quaye is the voice of modem, 
multicultural Britain - and he’s only 
just begun, writes Nigel Williamson 


the album, the Sty Stone- 
influenced It's Great When 
We're Together, is released 
soon, and looks set to continue 
the pattern. 

Most reviewers have glibly 
categorised Quaye as the new- 
champion of roots reggae. 

even “the new Bob __ 

Mariey". But 
while Jamaica cer- era 

tamly exerts a 
strong pull. escai 

Quaye’s musical J 

palette is far ancp 

broader. Review- lut 

ing one of his earli- 
est gigs I described win 

him as “the sound frnr 

of modern multi- UUI 

cultural Britain'’, tj* v 

and the label de- rilgl 

lights him. A . 

“You got that ex- OT /\J 

actly right because _____ 

l*m half-Scottish 
and half-Ghanaian. There’s 
Celtic patterns in there. Afri¬ 
can patterns and all sorts of 
stuff. I employ the attitude of 
reggae, which to me means 
regulation, don't veer from the 
track. Bur I’m not reggae as in 
some calypso artist for listen¬ 
ing to on holiday on the beach. 

I like to do something where 
people can hear the origins 


C I’ll never 
escape my 
ancestors, 
whether 
from the 
Highlands 
or Africa 9 


and I’ll never escape my 
ancestors, whether they're 
from the Highlands or 
Africa." 

Quaye is unperturbed by 
the recent attack by Lord 
Tebbit on the muldculturaJism 
he represents. “Britain has 
______ changed. You 

don’t even have to 
Lever prove it to these 

people because we 
=» mv know it and 

“ * they've been left 

tnr«5 behind." 

Ui The positive and 

t,p r uncomplicated na- 

11CI ture of Quaye's 

1 _i_ _ music is in stark 

me contrast to a diffi- 

__ j cult and unsettled 

anas Childhood. He was 

. _ brought up by his 

ICa / mother, a heroin 

addict, but she 
~ died when he was 

ten. “There were a lot of wild 
things in my upbringing that I 
keep quiet about, like how my 
mother was. I remember 
beixig sent up to her friend’s 
house to collect a book and 
take an envelope up there. 
Then I sussed that it was me — 
a seven-year-old — going to 
score her heroin. 

“A lot of the time I suppress 
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this stuff, but sometimes ! 
have to reason with these 
things. I prefer to concentrate 
at the future, but what I do is 
really in homage to that past, 
giving thanks that I am alive." 

Quaye spent the resi of his 
youth shuttling back and forth 
between relatives in Edin¬ 
burgh and Manchester, pick* 
ing up his pool hall skills 
along the way. "I used to go 
and brush the tables for two 
and a half hours before I went 
to school and I got free snooker 
in return." 

His father. Cab Quaye, is a 
jazz musician, but he has not 
seen him since he was a baby. 
“He lives in Holland." he says. 
“I'm going over there next 
week. I’ve got a day off and I'm 
going to find my dad." 

' There are other musicians 
in the vast and sprawling 
family, too. Brother Caleb 
Quaye played with Elton John 
in the 1970s and Tricky is his 
nephew — something he only 
discovered after the Bristol- 
based trip-hop star released 
his Maxinquaye album. “1 
couldn't work out whar the 
title meant Then I found out 
char 1 had a half-sister who 
had moved to Bristol and was 
called Maxine Quaye. When 1 
realised she was Tricky's mum 
it floored me." 

His Ghanaian uncle Eric 
Agorr played drums with the 
Afncan-fusion band Osibisa 
in the 1970s and was in Britain 
last month lobbying the Com¬ 
monwealth Conference over 
Nigeria. “I met him and I want 
to find out more about my 
African roots.” 

S ometimes Quaye 
lapses into an ellipti¬ 
cal. neo-hippy speak 
littered with words 
such as “righteousness”, but 
he seems to have his feet 
firmly on the ground. Unusu¬ 
ally for someone so commer¬ 
cially successful, he does not 
have a manager. He describes 
the last one as “a Sherman 
tank” and for the present is 
content to plan his own career. 

Future projects indude re¬ 
cording with Ernest Ranglin, 
die legendary Jamaican gui¬ 
tarist who taught Bob Mariey, 
and a series of concerts inside 
Britain’S prisons. “I’ve got a 
cousin who works in the 
Prison Service's health unit I 
don’t want to play for the 
lifers. I want to do something 
for the people who are coming 
back out again." 

One minute Quaye seems 
brashly self-confident even 
dangerously so, and the next 
he appears youthfully vulnera¬ 
ble. It is a winning combina¬ 
tion and, if he plays it right, he 
surely has a multicultural 
world at his feeL “1 want to be 
doing this for a long time," he 
says. “My school reports all 
used to say this guy would be 
amazing if only he channelled 
his energy in the right direc¬ 
tion. I feel that’s what I'm 
finally doing." 

And with' that he caresses 
yet another red into the pocket 
from an improbable angje. 

• It's Great When We’re Together 
is released on Sov 17 by Epic 
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He writes, he sin^, be gives his driver 100-point starts at snooker— and beats him. That’s renaissance man Finley Quaye 


Not such 
a happy 
Monday 

BJORK was a regular. Goldie, 
Jarvis Cocker and David 
Byrne enjoyed the dub’s feel. 
Trendspotters came from all 
comers: Tokyo, Amsterdam. 
New York. Cape Town. Last 
month 7ime magazine wrote 
that Anokha was about mix¬ 
ing cultures and crossing 
lines. Talvin Singh’s near¬ 
legendary dub night was. 
Time said, “the place to be on 
Monday nights". Exerting, 
pioneering, it was a showcase 
for the “sounds of the Asian 
underground” 

Anokha signed off this week 
at the high point of its fame. 
The dub was so popular they 
turned away 200 clubbers a 
week. Unsurprisingly. Anok¬ 
ha: the Finale was no differ¬ 
ent. As ever, you never knew 
what to expea. The upstairs 
bar had floaty modem Asian 
mind-music by Ndson Dila¬ 
tion and Muslim Gauze; the 
downstairs ads spanned 
everything from ace black 
rapper Cleveland Watkiss to 
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German-born Lelonek’s 
Krautrock/Tndian speed 
beats. 

Anokha grew fun by being 
eclectic, ft was never a single- 
theme place, never simply 
drum and bass. Instead ir was 
cut-and-paste. with live perfor¬ 
mance, rappers, singers, in¬ 
strumentation. Monday 
nights motored on jungle 
breakbeats, broken op with 
tablos. santours. Bollywood 
soundtrack loops and sarangi 
chords. Anokha introduced a 
new sound to a mixed audi¬ 
ence. One minute the 1S-4G 
crowd bounced to hard- 
thrashing drum and bass, the 
next out soared Lata 
Mangeshkar melodies or Hin¬ 
di girlie-girl vocals. 

Anokha is the Urdu for 
“unique”, and it did its best to 
be so from the start. 16 months 
ago. There were North Indian 
classical s,Uar performances. 
The American electro scar 
Afrika Bambataa did a live 
set. while Singh would slap 
the skins of ’Lus amplified 
tablas alongside an unknown 
17-year-old Hindi singer 
named Amar. who went ext to 
sign a £3 million contract with 
Warner Bros. 

The star him of the finale 
was Singh himself. Anokha’s 
focus and fountainhead, his 
breakbeat tabla playing was 
masterfuL possessed, even 
mesmerising. Little wonder 
the Indian classically named 
27-year-old has collaborated 
with Sun Ra. Bjdrk. Massive 
Attack and Cheb Khaled. 

Alex Wueratne 
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B1ACK GRAPE 

Stupid StupidStupid 
^^Radioactive RARD11716 
*14.49) 

IT WAS a politically oorrect 
backlash in the music press 
that signalled-the fall from 
grace of Shaun Ryder’s last 
group. Happy Mondays, and 
initial reactions to Stupid 
Stupid Stupid suggest that 
our moral guardians are once 
again sharpening their knives. 

But while humour does not 
always excuse excess, it would 
be a very dull and pompous 
soul indeed who could not 
raise a laugh at the rude 
extravagances of Stupid Stu¬ 
pid Stupid. By the time die 
Grape get ro Dadi Was a 
Badi, a colourful reminiscence 
- vbout a somewhat unorthodox 
■parental role model. Ryder's 
credentials as the most cheer¬ 
fully unreconstructed man in 
modem pop are firmly re¬ 
established. 

However, unlike the ddg 
days of Happy Mondays, 
Ryder and his fellow rappers 
Paul “Kermir Leveridge and 
new recruit Carl “Psycho" 
McCarthy have kept a firm 
grip on the quality control. 
While RydeHs loutish bawl 
lends the album an air of 
bleary dishevelment, the 
dance-rock grooves and bob¬ 
bing hom (or “homographyl 
arrangements ' are ' razor- 
sharp, thanks in no small part 
to the efforts of producer and 
bass player Danny Saber. 

While not an. album for 
those of an earnest, disposi¬ 
tion, nor one that takes Black 
Grape anywhere new. Stupid 
-*jtupid Stupid returns to fa- 
tffiliar haunts with a rogueish 
gusto that would be difficult to 
resist, even if you felt you 
ought to. 

ECHOBELLY 

Lustra 

(Epic 488967 El 3.49) 

THE wind of change that has 
swept so many new acts into 
the British chans during the 
1990s continues to blow, only 
now it is those former benefi¬ 
ciaries who did not quite get a 
firm enough grip when they 
had tiw chance who are begin¬ 
ning to feel its icy blast: groups 


NEW ALBUMS 


such as Salad, Gene, and even 
Sleeper, who all promised so 
much, but have already lost 
their bloom. 

Although they were always 
a cut above that lot. Echobelly 
still need a more convincing 
album than Lustra to avoid a 
similar fete, and the perverse 
choice of Here Comes the Big 
Rush as their new single has 
not exactly helped matters.. 

Sonya Aurora Mad an still 
has the most seductive voice in 
British pop and guitarist 
Glenn Johansson could hold 
his own in any rock'n'roll' 
band from Suede downwards, 
but for some reason the songs 
on Lustra do not capitalise on 
these strengths as fully as they 
have done in the past 

Madan’s lyrics often sound 
needlessly complicated and on 
numbers such as Paradise 
and Wired On she seems to be 
striving far a dark resonance 
that is at odds with the bouncy 
feel of the tunes themselves. 
“Slaughterhouse nursery 
rhyme/ Numb it with your 
anodyne" shi sings on Iris Art, 
a song blessed with a typically 
appealing guitar motif and 
pop chorus, but rather too 
opaque to engage the 
emotions. . . 

B.B.KTNG 

Deuces Wild 

(MCA MCD11722 £13.99) 

HE REMAINS a. living 
legend, king of the blues 
guitar and all that, but it has 







A splendidly un-PC time is guaranteed for all from the unreconstructed lads of Black Grape 


pop chorus, felt rather too attempt to emulate an idea 
opaque to engage the which successfully resurrected 
emotions. . John Lee Hooker's career in 

the 1980s, but which how 
B.B. KING - seems rather old hat 

Deuces Wild, The cast of participants is 

(MCA MCD 11722 £13.99) depressingly familiar — Van 

HE REMAINS a. living Morrison, Eric Clapton, 

legend, king of the blues Bonnie Raitt, Joe Cocker, Paul 

guitar and all that, but it has Carrack, Dr John among oth- 

to be said that B.B. King has ' ers — ditto the songs, which 
surrendered all artistic initia- include such predictable ever- 


tive with this collection of 
duets performed with various 
veterans of the rock efite,an 


greens as Rock me Baby. The 
Thrill is Gone, Let the Good 
Times Roll and Confessin’ the 


TOP TEN ALBUMS 


S plceworid—.....Spice Girls (Virgin) 

rfwn Hymns....Verve (Hut) 

Greatest Hits___Eternal (EMI) 

Postcards from Heaven Lighthouse Family (Wild Card) 

Lennon Legend.John Lennon (Parlophone) 

Fresco .—.„M People (M People) 

White on Blonde....Texas (Mercury) 

tfs my life...—.Sash! (Multipty) 

Be Hera Now.— .Oasis (Creation) 

Backstreet’s Back__......Backstreet Boys (Jive) 


Blues. Even the more adven¬ 
turous collaborations, such as 
Keep it Coming, featuring die 
rap star Heavy D, are torpe¬ 
doed by the unfailingly 
smooth, supper-club politesse 
of the arrangements. 

Having got this out of his 
system. King should now ap¬ 
proach producer Rick Rubin 
and get him to supervise a 
proper back-to-tne-roots 
project like the last two Johnny 
Cash albums. 

REGURGITATOR 

Tu-Plang... 

(Coalition 3964-20301 £15.49) 
THE delightfully named 
Regurgitator are an electro- 
punk trio from Brisbane. Al¬ 
ready big stars in Australia, 


CDs reviewed in 77r<? 
Times can be ordered 
from the Times Music 
Shop on 0345 023498 
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Great pop songs should not be used to sell things, QK? 

Ad - and subtract 


CbpyrfBhtCW 


mfiguvtitmcioBts denotes last mail's portion 


they are now beginning to 
amass a cult following over 
here thanks to their single. 
Blubber Boy, an alternative 
pop belter which has slipped 
on to the playlist of London's 
XFM radio station like a hand 
into a glove. 

They have some neat jokes 
and caustic words to say about 
subjects ranging from Third 
World debt to misogynist rap 
artists an their fast-moving 
debut album Tu-Plang... 
(“Thai for jukebox," it says 
here). 

With an outlandish sense of 
humour that recalls the Presi¬ 
dents of the United States of 
America but with a far harder 
edge. Regurgitator appropri¬ 
ate a grab-bag of influences — 
from the Red Hot Chili Pep¬ 
pers to Beck— but. in the final 
analysis, never really settle on 
one style long enough to make 
it their own. 

David Sinclair 


I had a horrible epiphany 
last week. I was asked by a 
13-year-old girl who 
Aretha Franklin was. My ini¬ 
tial tack — First Lady of Soul; 
Respect, the woman in slip¬ 
pers who refuses to serve four 
fried chickens and a Coke in 
The Blues Brothers —was met 
with that 13-year-old girl look 
of ‘I'm trying to understand 
you, but you're just being too 
stupid". Hauling in my sails of 
explanation, I reset them to 
cruise past / Sav a Little 
Prayer. 

“Dunno that one [Satan’S 
own smirk]—can you sing it?" 
• Attempting to avoid squaw¬ 
king an Atlantic hymn to a bus 
full of damp accountants 
clutching vinyl briefcases. I 
found myself saying: "Err, you 
know, it's uh — blimey trou¬ 
sers — urn, that one from the 
Midland Bank advert: '1 want 
to start up on my own. ’" 
There was a nod of recogni¬ 
tion before she turned away, 
blushing. As a sudden thun¬ 
derbolt of shame hit our seats, 
1 cried to work out what had 
humiliated me more: that 1 
was now using adverts as a 
Pop Reference, or that the next 
generation's only experience of 
Aretha is irrevocably inter¬ 
twined with the knowledge 
that an APR of 14.8 per cent 
can be variable. 

Pop tunes used In adverts 
must rank highly as one of the 
most disgusting, craven acts of 
degradation against music 
known to humanity. It fills me 
with the same combination of 
sadness and fury that looking 
at small jars of salmon sand¬ 
wich paste does. The noble 
salmon! Travelled from gravel 
beds high in the Scottish 
mountains, across the Pacific 
and back again to spawn atop 
a foaming waterfall; and 
known by the majority as a 
virulent pink paste. 

The noble Aretha! Travelled 
from cold, mountainous De¬ 
troit across to Atlantic 
Records; swimming up cata¬ 
clysmic waterfalls of human 
experience to spawn celestial 
pop; and known fay the major¬ 
ity for a dinky jingle flogging 
overdrafts to start up small 
cafes. 

Countless songs are, as we 
speak, being ruined by adver¬ 
tising; the Velvet Under¬ 
ground’s Venus in Furs is the 
land of song that you have to 
hear for the first time in a 
darkened room, feeling a bit 


•Jonathan Pryce meets 
James Bond. See page 3S 


mysterious. Venus in Furs is 
not the kind of song that you 
should first hear in between 
pans one and two of London's 
Burning while being sold 
tyres. It rather mars the ruin¬ 
ous ambience. 

There is precious little digni¬ 
ty involved in being a song¬ 
writer anyway. Trying to find 
new ways of saying: “I love 
you,” a phrase lavished on pet 



CAITLIN 

MORAN 

iguanas, new cars and 
barmen across the country on 
a Friday night, is not a 
dignified job. But when you 
finally, against all the odds, 
manage to find a way of 
scrubbing the verdigris from 
an encrusted sentiment and 
send it out, shiny and true into 
the world again, you may well 
find that six years later every¬ 
one remembers it as some¬ 
thing to do with potato waffles. 
-Some days, you can even see 
why Kurt Cobain got that gun. 

Pbp's increasing use in ad¬ 


verts — in the past two years, 
Supergrass (for RimmelJ, Blur 
(British Gas and Nike). Coc¬ 
teau Twins (Fruitopia), Spiri¬ 
tualized (Toffee Crisp) and the 
Boo Radleys (Virgin 1215) have 
all taken die cursed jingle 
shilling — is a hideous trend. 
Being associated with a cer¬ 
tain company can ruin an 
am'sfs work in two seconds 
flat. As Blockbuster Video 
have rather pettily threarened 
to take me ro court for an 
unpaid overdue fine of £2301 
new find it impossible to listen 
to any David Bowie, but 
particularly the Blockbuster- 
affiliated Sound and Vision, 
without becoming so furious 1 
have to bite off all my toenails 
and spit them at the television 
set. 

The use of classic pop in 
advertising dulls the imagina¬ 
tion. and fosters the impres¬ 
sion that huge multinational 
corporations are somehow re¬ 
sponsible and intertwined 
with moments of transcenden¬ 
tal spiritual blessing. 

But if pop stars weren't such 
greedy little piglets, then ad¬ 
vertisers would have to fall 
bade on the sort of music that’s 
karmically appropriate for 
their clients — a John 
Shutdeworth-esque songwrit¬ 
er plonking around on a 
Bontempi organ, singing “Pies 
only a pound/Cos we keep our 
wages down" while a row of 
animated pies line-dances. 
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BIO GIRLS CnemM* run to a 
musc-S mmeafl/fl ipsing wcfv fore 
gits. 13 muacal nurwwt, created by 
Ctrtn Days and Christopher bicrap 
WhnfaMsn Studio. Ths Broad*^, 
SMS (0101-540 03621 Preview from 
loregtrt. 7 30pm OpensMon. 730pm 
Then Mon-Sal 730pm 
CELEBRATING SCHUBERT The 
scctBimed bantono Andreas Schrmdj 
cPntnufc; the 5 «nw «ptwmg rr» 
Romantic mmposei'a mmc with a 
performance loragrt fflpmi o> 
MuixtangKjng. a vt aiu songs, 
naif of wtuch are based on poems by 
Heine The senes concludes on Sunday 
13 30pm) Win a recital by O&vt* 

Wfldmcr. Rogor Vignotes and Alexander 
Matofcov 

Queen EBzabettl Kan South Sari. 

SE1(0171-960 4343) ® 

BORIS GODUNOV The tow Opera 
xid as conductor Vakay Geigiov wrtve «i 
London lor a royal gala pertormancu at 
a iemt-siaging of Muwrgckv'o Irogs 
work Nfcolai Putin angs the utfe rote m 
ths production of MuMragsky 'j crgmol 
le® verson, prcmwrcci aithe 
Maransky Theatre. 51 Petersburg lost 
June 

Theatre Royal. Drury Lane WC 2 
(0171-494 StBO) Sunday, 7 30pm 
doors open 6.30pm. 0 
AUSTRALIAN FESTIVAL 
Osfebra&arc. axitnue here with a 
concert by Iho Australian Ch,vrtei 
Orchestra weaving together a cotojrful 
tapestry ol a orogramme /nth muse t>v 
Ommant Hndemm. Ravet. Haydn. 
Scutthorpe and TctvaVovsky Hichard 
Tognatt dweets and s vtttfin sofas t. 
Wlgmora Hail. YAgmoie Stmt. W1 
(0171-83521411 TomghL 7 30pm £| 

ELSEWHERE 

SWMWGKAJff. Having completed the 
cortmenul leg ot he current lour, 
poptiar songuntn Phil Coffins gives his 


WEEKEND CHOICE 


A daily guide to arts 
and entertainment 
compiled by Merit Haggle 


operaig Br*:h pertorm 3 n« a day late 
alter he equepmert trucks worn held up 
by rw French nuA drivers' tfriha A 
rapjat performance tuiuion replaces 
(he duic lost 

NEC. Junction 9. M42 (0121-780 
4133) TomgH and tomorrow. 3pm. g 
BLACKPOOL BuKdtng on the 
company's successful MJdama Buff arty 
shown oratia the, year, the Opera 
HatkNiabi Aepubtlea Moldova returns 
with a now staging of La Danuta 
Verdi s tragic tala ol law. passion and 
sort-ssentao. Tho casl h heated by 



Valery Gergiev and the 
Kirov visit Drury Lane 


Manana Colpos and told Vanoag 
Alcandnj Ssmoii conducts. 

Grand Theatre. Church Street (01253 
333721 Tomgtn. wroarow. 73Cpm g 
MANCHESTER Hfflums trty for 
tonight's osfetnty iort.il by «w 
Amuncar soprano Jessye Norman Or. 
Itte programme arc songs by Richard 
Strauss, Schubert and Brahms 
Bridgewater HaB, Loner Mosley 
Street (0161-507 90001 Taught Qpm S 

WATFORD. British promote ol John 
B K&sm s daiiic hsh drama Sh* sat 
n the 1950s. vwhCalhame Walker 
ploying the girl about to be mamec ort 
far money to a much older man Bcr 
Samos druers an aJMrreh cast 
Patera Ctoendon Road (01923 
22S671J PravwiK. from ronngre. 8 pn. 
Opens Tue. 7 45pm. Then Mrai-Tbur. 
7.45pm. FnandSaL 3pm; mat Sat (Nov 
15.291.2 30pm fi 

LONDON GALLERIES 

Anthony cPOIfay: Roy (jchrensfert 
New PaWmgs (0171-499 4100) 

British Museum: Carwr 19TO- 
1939. The Setting Bequest ol Old 

Master Dravmgs Mortem Chinese 
CaBgraphi (0171 -323 6525) . Design 

Museum; A totrol bicycle design 
history (0171-378 60551 European 
Academy A Acrademb Italians: 
JosoLa 03 Otwtos of Portugal (1630- 
1684)10171-23503031 Fasthral 
HaB: World Press Photo TU97 (0171-960 
4242) Haywant Obtects at Dears 
(0171-928 3144) Muadumof 
London Bedlanr Custody cara and 
cuio. 1247-1997 (0171-603 08071 
NaHonah Making and Mearwig 
Hottysm's Arrtassadors (0171-747 
2885) Natkaud Portrait Sb Herrr 
Raabum (1756-18231 (0171-306 0055) 
Royal College of Art: The Out* 
and me Dead Mists and Anatomy 
10171-9904444] . Tate Toner or 
me Love (Ol 71 -887 8000) . VAA 

Carl and )!artn Lai won 1 Creatoa ai the 
Swoosh Style (0171-938 0349/8441] 


■ AMY'S VIEW Jock Dench and 
Samantha Bond m David Hare's 
perceptive new play exptiaing a strong 
mother-daughter be m the yeas from 
1979 Rehaid Eyre dmxto 
National (Lyttelton). South Bank. SE1 
(0171-928 2252) Taught. 7 30pm. 
tomorrow. 2 15pm end 7 30pm [trial 
performance). 

□ ART Ron Cook hSgal Haweis and 
Malcolm Slony m this exceptnnaAy 
interesting drama about transship, 
unspoten resentmeni and an akricisr aB- 
wmtepartrg 

Wyncltatn's. Charing Cross Road. 

WC? (0171-369 1730) Tue-Sal. 8 pm. 
mots Wed. 3pm, Sat and Sun, 5pm 

B A DELICATE BALANCE EBeen 
Allans hauntngly rfiSSng n wetaame 
revival ol Afbee's play about manage, 
p a t e » rf x ioo and neijibouiGiess 
Maggie Smith plays the drunk -aster 
Anthony Page rSrects. 

Theatre Royal. HaymartiM. SWi 
10171-9300800) Mon-Sat. Bprrv mats 
Wed and SaL 3pm Q 

■ ELECTRA Toe Warumakei a 
powerful and poignant hoi one m David 
Loveauv's prtxkidion bom OKhestar. 
Manone Yates plays Oytemnestra. 
Dorunar Warehouse. Eartham Srrecr. 
WC2 (0171 369 1732) Moo-Sat. 8 pm. 
mate Tue and SaL 4pm UnM 
Dcoember 5. Q 

□ HURLYBURLY- West End bander 
Iw the hrsl hit bom Ptfer Hal's Old Vic 
company David Rape's savagely funny 
play about Cafflotrean men behaving 
vwy badly indeed, WSson AMam dovos 
an excefcnt cast led by Rupert Graves. 
Jenny Seagrore, Andy Serins and 
DawdTermam 


THEATRE GUIDE 


'Jeremy Klngaton'e assessment 
of theatre showing bi London 
■ House fuH, returns only 
B Some seats avaBable 
□ Seats at afl prices 


Queen's. Shatresbury Amur, Wl 
(0171-434 51 OSi MorvSaL Bprrt mate 
Kited. 3pm. 'sat. 4pm 

□ HRH Conn Redgrave and Amanda 
Donohue ptry me Duke end Duchess ol 
Windsor m another stage version ol 
thor doings, this time eoiod to the 
Bahamas, and no music. Simon Callow 
drods. 

Playhouse. Northumbertand Ave. WC2 
(0171-839 4401) Man-Thur.apm.Fri 
an-d Sal. 5 30pm and 8 30pm. 0 

□ MY BOY JACK. David Haig's 
gripping drama about Pjpfcng '5 
determnaion ihal Iso short-sighted son 
shall become a solder. Excel ism 
performances, '/nth Haig remseit as 
Kipling 

Hampstead, Swiss Cartage Centre. 
1JW3 (0171 -722 93011 Mon-SaL 8 pm. 
mat Sal, 3 30pm 

■ ROMEO AND JUUET: Ray Feaion 
and Zbc-Wanes play Ihe kids Hi love 
Short London run la Michael 
Attenborough's production before 
transJcmng'lo Snadord 
Barbican fThoP*). Si* Street. ECS 
(0171 -638 8831 1 . Mon- Sal. 7 15pm. 
mats Thur and Sa(. 2pm Until 
November 15.fi 


□ THE SLOW DRAG Jazz musical by 
Carson Kratov, loosely based on the 
stay of Bit/ Tlpicn. a woman who 
passed as a man >o find work as a jazz 
mu'cun With Liza Sadov;/. Kim 
CrtsvnEHl and Christopher Ct4qufwun 
Whitehall Theatre WhrtOiafl. London 
SWi (0171-369 17351 Mon- Thur. 9om 
Fn and SaL 7pm and 9 30pm 

0 STEPPING OUT 1 Musical rereon ol 
Richard Hams's hs play (music and 
lyncs by Denis King and May Stewart 
David). JuLa McKorzte directs Liz 
Robert sgri and her hopotui hooters 
Albety. Si Mann's Lane LaxJonWCZ 
(0171-3691730) Mon-Sal. Sprit mas 
Thur. 3pm and SaL 4pm 
WOYZECK Sarrfi Hina's gripping 
production ol Buchner's yagedy a* a 
corranonman Rwetmg patonrances 
by Michael Shamon and Kate Astifidd. 
Gate Theatre. Prrtg Albert Pub. 11 
Partridge Road. Wl I (0171-229 0706V 
Mon-SaL 7 30pm UnN November 22. 

LONG RUNNERS 

□ Blood Brothers FToenu (0171-263 

1733| . B Buddy Strand (0171-930 

88001 . □The Complete Work* 
of WBIfam Shakespeare (Abridged) 
Criterion (0171-369 1737) 

□ Grease Carrtrfdge (0171-494 

SOBOl □ Jesus Christ Siwerstar 

Lyceum [0171-6561307) ■ Lea 

Mlscrahtes. Palace (0171-434 0909) 

B Mbs Setaotr Drury Lane (0171- 
494 5400) BOUweri- Palladium 
(0171-494 5020) □ Starlight 

Express Apobo Voana (0171-416 
6064) B The Woman bi Black: 
Fdmne 10171-836 2238) 

Ticket information supplied by Socwy 
of London Theatre 


NEW RELEASES 

♦ FACE/OFF (18). FBI agent John 
Travolta and tenons! Nicolas Cage swap 
■denbbes Oiiiageous thrte that never 
knows when Id stop. Director, Jart Woo 
ABC Tottenham Court Rand (Ol 71 - 
638 6148) Clapham Picture Houm 
10171 -498 3323) Greenwich 101B1 -235 
3005| Odearn: Camden Town (0181- 
3154255) Kenrirtgton (0181-3)5 

4214) Leiraater Square (0181-315 

4215) UatUe Arch (0TB1 -315 4216) 
Series Cottage (0181-315 4220) Ritzy 
(0171-7372121) UCI WhMoysfi 
(0990 888990) Virgin Cheteoa (0171- 
3625096) 

THE GAMBLER 115i Kngung tale 
about Dostoevsky writing tvs novel The 
Gambter. with Michwl Gaxrton and 
Jotfv May. Dvecior. Kioty Mahk. 
Ctaxon Wdat End (0171-369 1722) 
Odeon Swiss Cottage (0181 -31S 4220) 
Richmond (0181 -332 00301 

MAXIMUM RISK (18)' JearvCteuda 
Van Damme steps nto ha iwm to other's 
choes end hnds troubte Slambeng 
acton Imm Hong Kong dirertz flirvga 
Lam With tiaras ria Herwndgc 
Virgh Troradero fi 10181-97Q 60151 
MY MOTHER'S COURAGE (I2i A 
Hungarian momor hac a brush - 1911*1 
death m Nro-occapied Butupest 
Sflghi worsorn* Euro co-prwtuctipn. .yith 
Paul mo Collins Dv-Kfor. hhzhato 
Vcrhaeicn 

ABC Pwrion Street 10171 930 0631 1 
UP ON THE ROOF (15) Ups dcrur.s 
jnd ycrans at a student singing gicr^i 
TWffy hi Gable British stm. wflh Amy 
Pctivns. Bniy •Zzl’f.r. .and One 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Geoff Brown’s assessment of 
Rims In London and (where 
Indicated wffli the symbol ♦) 
on ratanse across the oountry 


Cathcan. Urea«. Simon Moore. 
Ptarefi 10990 838990) 
will rr snow for Christmas? 
(12) Drudgery and maternal few n rural 
France. Smtaig but dour first film ban 
dreewr Sandnne Veysoet With 
Domiraque Rcymond. 

Chelsea (0171-351 3742) Renoir 
(0171-83784021 

CURRENT 

♦ AN AMERICAN WEREWOLF 94 
PARIS (15). AmusaigiY chcefc/ honor 
comrc vrfh Tom Everett Scott as an 
American sludeni who late lor the 
charrc, ol Julie Delpy's weremll. 
Drt-ct-x. Arttvan-) Waller. 

Odeons: Camden Tram (0181-315 
4255] Kensington i01B1-J154214| 
Marhle Arch (0181 -31S 42161 Swiss 
Cottage (0181-215 4226) UCI 
WhttelBys fi 10990 038990) Virgin 
Trocaderefi '0181-97*1 STI5) Warner 
fi ‘.0171 -437 43431 

♦ LA. CONFIDENTIAL (181 
Sm.aor.LTg dnru rtou: corupOon m LA 
■nthe sett,- 135C>3 wch Kevn Spacuv. 
RuiseU Crow* Km Basaiga. Guy 

Pe »c>? and D-anry DeVito 
BarWcan fi ,0171 -638 B891 r 
Ctapham Plctm House |3171 - 438 


3323) NatUng HBI Coramttfi 10-71- 
727 6705) Odeens: Camden Town 
(0181-315 4255) Kensington (0181- 
315 4214) Marble Areh 10181-315 

4216) Swiss Cottage [0181-315 <2201 
Ritzy (0171-7372121) ScraenHafi 
(0171-435 3366) UO WMteley* fi 
10990 888990) Vlrgtns: Fuffim Rood 
(0171-370 2E36) Haymwlnl 10171 839 
1527) Warner fi (0171-437 4343) 

• A LIFE LESS ORDINARY |1£) 
Janitor and Amen can hevecs fina3v fair 
ki tow? Odd m» ol oomedv. (arcasy 
and romanoe from the TrarrspoCng 
team With Ewan M-^iregorand 
Cameron Diaz. Director. Danny BT/le. 
ABC Tottenham Court Roed (0171- 
6366148} Barbicanfiiffl71-5388831] 
Greenwidi (0181-235 30051 Odaons: 
Camden Town (0181-315 42551 
Ken sin gton 10181-315 4214) Serin 
Cottage (0181 -315 4220) Plaza fi 
(0990 8889901 HMzy (0171-73721211 
Screen/Baker Street iO 1 71-535 2772i 
ua WbOatoy* fi i'XOj 888550: 
VlrglnstFulhani Road tOI 71 370 2636 1 
Troradero fi (0171-434 0C31) Warner 
filQlfl.437 4343) 

IIA VtEEN ROSE l l"l EmjLiererr. 
generoiK and vyLsh French 'Zcrre-t, 
about ’ seven voor-md bo-]' a 
dcreimnawn :o to? a gul 
ABC Swiss Centre (0171-433 4470. 
Canon Mayfair Itn 7' X 9 1 723' 

SMILLA’S FEELING FOR SNOW 

(I5i Ltencr. caerasi rd Greer 1 »rc.c 
dmoenf creftc. QvC a rtiiidw rr/^'er>. 
MisnanrSed reatment rt sisem’.rg 
material With Julu Ormond GaTre. 
Byrne. Richard Harr; 

ABC Shaftosbory Av tot 7t -K?6 627^ 



SCOUR the annals of popular music 
for as long as you wish, there is Uttie 
chance of finding a song on the delicate 
subject of the medical condition that 
afflicts President Clinton's nether re¬ 
gions. Ann Hampton Callaway was 
breaking brave new ground. 

What is more, the American singer- 
pianist's number was actually concoct¬ 
ed on the hoof, prompted by words 
called at random by the audience — 
one of her favourite high-wire ploys. 
From an unpromising assortment of 
suggestions — “passion”, "aftermath” 
“chocolate" and so forth — she devised 
a bluesy lyric that flowed to a 
gloriously risque conclusion by way of 
rhymes as inventive as “demure" and 
“curvature”. Give this woman a slot at 
the Comedy Store. 


Musical mysteries 


The statuesque Callaway is less a 
cabaret performer, more a one-woman 
off-Broad way revue. Though her open¬ 
ing set was ostensibly a svelte jazz 
tribute to Ella Fitzgerald (rhe subject of 
one of her recent albums), she enjoys 
romping all over the spectrum. She 
slips in waspish one-liners at the 
expense of reticent Brits, and sends 
herself up on die "I'm Too White to 
Sing the Blues ” Blues. 

You want introspection? Listen to 
her push the envelope on My Funny 
Valentine. You want impersonations? 
She can evoke Sarah Vaughan's melis- 
mas. a grainy Billie Holiday and even 


the sound of Louis Arm str ong 1 * trum¬ 
pet She writes distinctive songs too: 
one has even found its way onto 
Barbra Streisands latest album. 

It is hardly surprising that all these 
disparate elements do not always flow 
together particularly smoothly. Calla¬ 


way possesses an idiosyncratic sense of 
pacing which occasionally has the- 
audience lurching from melancholia to-, 
die highest-of high spirits in a fraction' 
of a second. 

But the flaws are all pari of her 
larger-than-life appeal. More to the 
point, her impeccable voice has grown 
in subtlety. The range is still impres¬ 
sive — enabling her to skate through a 
poised stop-time scat chorus on Let's 
Fall In Love' or to add the odd 
quotation from Charlie Parker'S Orni¬ 
thology — but she increasingly appre¬ 
ciates the value of restraint. Her 
residency — a kind of fascinating 
musical mystery tour — continues until 
November 22. 

Clive Davis 


Winning the Pryce war 


I n August 1917 three men 
met at Craiglockart Cas¬ 
tle near Edinburgh, 
which was used as a 
military hospital for officers 
during the First World War. 
The writer Siegfried Sassoon 
was there to be treated for the 
"mental disturbance” erf pub¬ 
lishing an outspoken pam¬ 
phlet against die war. A 
younger" officer. Wilfred 
Owen, introduced himself to 
the writer, whom he much 
admired, and Sassoon encour¬ 
aged and advised Owen on the 
writing of what were to be 
some of the most memorable 
war poems ever written. And 
both men were being treated 
by Dr William Rivers, a 
pioneer in psychiatry. Their 
story is the subject or the new 
' film /?egenerzzrion, adapted 
from Pat Barker’s novel. 

Rivers is played by Jona¬ 
than Pryce, who describes the 
character as a caring man who 
is himself hovering on the 
edge of breakdown. “He has 
this moral dilemma because, 
as rhe tide suggests, he is 
regenerating people who are . 
suffering from shellshock, 
making them whole in order 
to go back and fight in the war 
that crippled them in the first 
place. 

”It^ towards the end of the 
war. he's weary, and because 
of his sensitivity he has taken 
on the traumas of his patients. 
He is becoming shellshocked 
himself by proxy. At the end of 
the film, when his superior 
officer congratulates him on 
his treatment of Sassoon, he 
says: 'For doing what? Taking 
a sane man and making him 
mad enough to go back to 
war?*" 

Pryce first encountered the 
work of Wilfred Owen and the 
other war poets as a school¬ 
boy. but has no doubts about 
its contemporary relevance. 

“The contemporary reso¬ 
nances are enormous. Take 
the opening image of the film: 
dead, half dead and dismem¬ 
bered bodies in the mud of the 
Trenches panned over a long 
camera shot. Then look at film 
or photographs of the Gulf 
War. the dead bodies lying 
half covered in sand, and it is 
virtually the same image. Sol¬ 
diers in 1914-18 suffered 
shellshock: soldiers from the 
Gulf War are suffering what is 
now termed post-traumatic 
stress syndrome. Nothing has 
changed. 

“And yet as Sassoon and 
Rivers say, neither of them can 
argue that no war is ever 
justified, and 1 agree. The war 
against Hitler was. so was the 


He has been'Fagin, Peron and a Bond baddie. Now 
he’s a doctor. Carol Allen meets Jonathan Pryce 


atikam 


Home truth: in the new Bond movie Jonathan Piyce plays a power-mad media mogul 


First World War when it 
started. That's what's so good 
about die film. Ir presents 
intelligent arguments.” 

After completing Regenera¬ 
tion last year, Pryce moved on 
to play the villain in die latest 
James Bond film. Tomorrow 
Never Dies, which, opens next 
month. He plays media mogul 
Elliot Carver.' head of the 
world’s fastest growing news 
group. Is it bared on anyone 
we know? 

"Not one particular media 
mogul, but there aren’t that 
many who control satellite 
networks, have a vast news¬ 
paper empire and are in every 
aspect of publishing," Piyce 


replies with a wicked glint in 
his eye. “irs a Bond character 
in as much as his aim is world 
domination — it has to be 
really, doesn't it? But his way 
is the time honoured one of 
controlling the media. If you 
control the means of informa¬ 
tion then you control how 
people think and react The 
slogan of Carver's newspaper, 
which is aOed.Tomonow. is 
Tomorrow's News Today’. He 
has the power to create tomor¬ 
row’s news. He writes the 
headlines the day before 
because he' knows what’s 
going to happen because he 
has.manipulated it:' 

The character's drawn in 


broad strokes, but its very 
well written. When you’ve got 
that sort of strong basis, you 
can go a bit crazy, so it was a 
lot of fun to play." 

Pryce, who turned 50 this 
summer, was' born arid 
brought up in the small mar- 
Tret town of Holywell in North 
Wales, where his parents were 
shopkeepers. After two years 
at art school he went to teacher 
training college at Ormskirk, 
became involved with the Uni¬ 
ty Theatre in Liverpool 
through his college tutor, and 
won a scholarship to RADA 

“1 was attracted to acting 
initially because there Was no 
way I could judge •myself.” he. 


remembers. “At art school I’d 

felt my work was never good 
enough for me and it certainly 
wasn't good.enough for the 
teachers. When I started act¬ 
ing 1 still had that sense of 
creating something fwt 1 
wasn’t having to look at it and 
judge iL Then once I started 
doing film and television it 
was like being bade in art 
school, looking at ray perfor¬ 
mance and judging it. It took 
me a long time to feel any 
sense of total satisfaction with 
what I was doing- The first 
time really was with Lytton 
Strachey in Carrington” 
Despite this self-doubt, 
Pryce’s abilities have been 
confirmed by a, string of 
awards over die years, includ¬ 
ing a Cannes Best Actor for 
Carrington and, very earty in 
his career, a Tony for his role 
on Broadway in Trevor 
Griffiths’s The Comedians in 
the mid 1970s. 

P iyce lives in London 
with actress Kate 
Fahy, his partner of 25 
years, and their three 
children, while building a 
flourishing stage and screen 
career on both sides of the 
Atlantic. He has also con¬ 
quered musicals, starring as 
the Engineer in Miss Saigon. 
Ka gin in Oliver! and Juan 
Peron in A an Parker’s film of 
Evita. Most recently he did 
three concert performances as 
Professor Higgins with Lesley 
Garrett in My Fair Lady at the 
Hollywood Bowl. 

“i got my first job because I 
could sing. I was employed to 
play the singer in Caucasian 
Chalk Cirde at the Everyman, 
Liverpool. I have been told 
that when they were casting 
Miss Saigon, the director 
Nicholas Hytner said. ‘What 
we need for this role is 
Jonathan Pryce if only he 
could sing.’ and Cameron 
Mackintosh, whom I had met 
when 1 was considering taking 
over from Michael Crawford 
in Phantom , said, ‘Well, he 
can.’ . 

“They held the audition at 
the London Palladium and 1 
thought, even if I don’t end up 
doing it at least I will have 
sung on stage at the Palladi¬ 
um. Fbr a boy who grew up in 
North Wales watching Sun¬ 
day Night at the London 
Palladium with Tommy 
Trinder and Bruce Forsyth 
going round on that Uttie 
revolve, that was great" 

• Regeneration will be screened 
tomorrow in the London Film 
Festival and goes an general 
. release on November 21 
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Change is 




D£S JEN sow 


difficult 


but change 


is good 


ultimately’ 


In 


Mid; 


Ip first interview since taking over Channel 4, 
ael Jackson reveals his plans to Raymond Snoddy 


"W ”1 Then Michael 

1 J / Grade took over 

m/k/ as chief executive 
» r of Channel 4 his 
prede sor. Sir Jeremy 
Isaacs lemorably threatened 
to reti i and throttle him if 
Grade id anything to dam¬ 
age “1 baby". 

So \ -n Grade unexpected¬ 
ly dec d earlier this year to 
resign ter a successful seven- 
year at, his advice to his 
succes' Michael Jackson, 
the BI director of television, 
was va different, but blunt in 
its owkay. 

“He id change a lot. Make 
a lot f changes," recalls 
Mich! Jackson in his first 
interv since taking over at 
the ch lel on July 1. 

Afte bur months there is 
absoliy no question that 
Jacksc a quiet, almost diffi¬ 
dent 3 ear-old with a will of 
steel,: rcely needed Michael 
Grade idvice. 

Whlhe typical hyperbole 
of the oad casting industry, 
The ssip has been of 
“bodyfes” emerging from 
Chanif 4 headquarters, as 
comnjsioning editors 
jumpeor were pushed from 
their dts. 

“Qu a tot of people who 
left w|ted to go anyway. 
They other tilings to go to. 
One c wo people I encour¬ 
aged,’ ickson admits. It is 
quite i ply, he says, a matter 
of being a team “who, 
broad speaking, feel the 
same you do about what 
you a trying to achieve” to 
drive t channel on and move 
it for* 1 

Son of the departures, 
howev were not what he 
had iinind — such as last 
week'sannouncement that 
Colin venlhal and David 
Aulrin re men who built up 
Rim O. backers of hits such 
as Fc Weddings and a 
Funert jand Trainspotting. 
were lring to set up their 
own fi company funded by 
Mirarr. the Hollywood 
major. 

By c tcidence, it is also all 
change m the Channel 4 
board, th the chairman, Sir 
Micha Jishop. head of Brit¬ 
ish Mand, coming to the 
end of term within the next 
few we s. 

Thai departing also in¬ 
clude c uty chairman David 


Plowright the former chair¬ 
man of Granada Television, 
and-Sir David Nicholas, for¬ 
mer chairman of Independent 
Television News. The channel 
is even managing to lose its 
Northern Ireland member, 
Mary McAleese, who just 
happened to get elected Presi¬ 
dent of Ireland. 

But as he speaks in a clear, 
classless diction, it becomes 
obvious that Macdesfield- 
bom Jackson, the first media 
studies graduate to reach the 
top of the broadcasting indus¬ 
try, has a more radical vision 
in mind than simply rearrang¬ 
ing people and posts. 

The talk is of renewal and 



change and seeking greater 
darity on what the channel 
stands for. and whether in its 
schedule it is addressing the 
right people at the right tone. 

“Change is difficult but 
change is good ultimately. If it 
isn’t about change, the chan¬ 
nel doesn’t reflect the sense of 
whatever is going on around 
"iL Then it's nothing. Channel 4 
needs to be the most outward¬ 
looking, the most connected 
with its audiences and the 
most forward-looking chan¬ 
nel." says Jackson who lived 
through and prospered in 
John Birfs permanent revolu¬ 
tion at the BBC 

A dramatic illustration that 
Jackson's desire for change is 
more than fashionable rheto¬ 
ric came on Tuesday whan 
television producers were 
asked to come up with alterna¬ 
tive ideas for Channel 4’s news 
service. The move is a dear 
threat to Independent Tele¬ 
vision News, which has made 
Channel 4 News since its 
launch, and was made despite 
the feet that Jackson is a great 
admirer of the programme 
and believes it has set the 
standards of excellence by 
which television news is 
judged. 

But the admiration, com¬ 
bined with a determination to 


retain a one-hour "broad¬ 
sheet" news programme in 
prime time,' has not stopped 
Jackson saying, in a sentence 
that must have sent a chill 
down the spines of ITN execu¬ 
tives: “No supplier has a 
freehold on a Channel 4 
progr amm e, and that means 
there must be times when 
other providers are given an 
opportunity to see if they are 
up to taking an the lease.” 

It is dear that over time 
Jackson — who intends to be 
director of programmes as 
well as chief executive for the 
time being — will work his 
way through the Channel 4 
schedule challenging every¬ 
thing to see whether it is the 
best he can get Other than 
providing general direction, 
Jackson shows little indina¬ 
tion to specify precisely what 
he wants. It is up to the' 
independent producers who 
make most of Channel 4’s 
programmes to come up with 
the ideas. 

The dosest he comes to 
defining the template he is 
seeking to create is to say: “My 
vision of the channel from the 
Martian perspective is that if 
you turned to one channel that 
tells you what is really going 
on, what the undercurrents 
. are, Channel 4 would be that 
channel. BBC! is largely about 
what is, rather than about 
what might be,” says Jackson. 
He believes it is his job to find 
the new people with the new 
ideas and is unapologetic 
about a reputation for pinch¬ 
ing ideas from Channel 4 
when he was controller of 
BBC2. 

“Copying is a pejorative 
word. I would use the phrase 
'halting your eyes and ears 
open’. What are the best ideas? 
Who are the best people?” 
Jackson says. As he talks, his 
eye flick compulsively to¬ 
wards the bank of eight tele¬ 
vision sets opposite his desk 
and he also eyes the traffic 
along the corridor outside his 
glass-sided office. 

His determination to force 
through change and seek stra¬ 
tegic clarity is reminiscent of 
the approach of John Birt, the 
Director-General of the BBC. 
“I am a great believer in oying 
to understand broadly the 
goals you are trying to achieve 
and the more dearly you 



“Channel 4 has a sense of roots for me,” says Michael Jackson. “It was where I started. I know how important it has been and will continue to be” 


understand that, the greater 
the ability to tareak those 
rules," he says in words that 
could have come out of Birt’s 
mouth. But then Jackson adds: 
“It Just so happens thar one of 
our strategic goals is to be 
unstrategic." 

The Channel 4 chief execu¬ 
tive believes that Birt deserves 
a lot of credit for modernising 
the institution. Who would 
have guessed 15 years ago. he 
suggests, that the BBC would 
still be getting a 45 per cent 
share of viewing with its two 
channels, secured the licence 
fee and was then launching 
digital television and Internet 
news services. 

Sometimes the testing of 
ideas at the corporation goes 
too far but the alternative 
would be "a kind of priest¬ 
hood" of producers that is self- 
regulating and slow-moving. 

“John has put a lot of 
electricity through the place in 


Ws own way.” says Jackson, 
who faced an onslaught by 
Birt to try to persuade him to 
stay. It was. however, almost 
inevitable that this child of the 
television age should have 
found the offer to be Channel 
4’s third chief executive 
irresistible. 


H is first job after his 
student days at 
the Central Lon¬ 
don Polytechnic 
was the E50-a-week organiser 
of the independent producers' 
campaign for Channel 4 to be 
created and later he was one of 
its first independent 
producers. 

“Channel 4 had a sense of 
roots for me. It was where I 
started. It was where I had 
come from before it even 
existed, and because I have a 
sense of the history, I knew as 
well as anybody how impor¬ 
tant ir has been and 1 believe 


will continue to be,” Jackson 
says. He thinks there have 
been two defining periods in 
the channel's 15-year history. 
The first was the initial burst 
of energy and creativity which 
increased the range of British 
television, sometimes in chaot¬ 
ic circumstances. The second 
was undeT Michael Grade, 
who “professionalised it and 
brought some discipline to it”. 

Jackson told the board sub¬ 
committee interviewing him 
for the job — Sir Michael, 
David Plowright and the new’ 
President of Ireland — that far 
the past couple of years the 
channel had not been quite as 
fleet of foot as in the past. He 
fell it was not at the top of its 
game, although ir was still 
very successful in audience 
terms and attracted consider¬ 
able loyalty. 

There was a need for 
renewal. The channel didn't 
need to feel provisional." says 


Jackson, who is coming to the 
channel at a time when an 
additional £SO million or so a 
year is in the process of being 
released, because of the phas¬ 
ing out of a complex funding 
formula with ITV designed to 
underpin the channel’s finan¬ 
cial stability. 

Jackson accepts absolutely 
the extra obligations the Gov¬ 
ernment wants to impose — 
more original programmes, 
fewer repeats and, if possible, 
30 per cent of programmes 
made outside London by 2002. 

But even as he moves to 
“renew" Channel 4’s program¬ 
ming, Jackson is looking for 
partners to expand its com¬ 
mercial activities — new digi¬ 
tal channels, a zipped-up 
Internet site and more empha¬ 
sis on the channel's video label 
and its publishing operation. 

“We want to make the most 
of every commercial opportu¬ 
nity that Channel 4’s brand 


and its programmes pre¬ 
sents," says Jackson, who 
plans to appoint a new direc¬ 
tor with commercial experi¬ 
ence in the next few weeks. 

Apart from using digital to 
show Channel 4 on wide¬ 
screen television, up to three 
other channels, including a 
film channel, for different 
periods of the day are planned. 
An archive channel has also 
not been ruled out for digital. 

But one thing is not likely id 
change at Channel 4. Jackson 
will be just as likely to push the 
limits of conventional ideas on 
taste and decency’ as his prede¬ 
cessor Michael Grade. 

If you have A Dance to the 
Music of Time in the schedule 
you can “push the boat out" 
laie on a Saturday night. 

"Channel 4 ought to have 
range at either end of the 
spectrum — braver and broader 
— otherwise what are we doing 
here?” Michael Jackson says. ■ 


Injhe wake of Louise Woodward’s trial, supporters and opponents of televised court proceedings present their cases to Carol Midglc^t 


I Louise Woodward walks free from 
fr Massachusetts prison cell on 
Jon day, she will have more than 
her supporters to thank. For 
miUf it the power of television. Miss 
Woivard’s case might well have been 
just on e-day wonder. 

* “ it not been for the dramatic live 
pS of her howling in disbeliefat the 
[verdict and the broad coverage of 
fiie jnnplex medical evidence, it is 
[y she could have commanded 
remarkable avalanche of support 
ympathy on both sides of the 


The courtroom and the cameras 


LC. 

if the viewing figures for the trial 
roved anything, it is that the 
are as absorbed by televised 
ora drama as the Americans. Yet 

hours of the verdict the Lord 
wMrfllor had moved to rule out the 
induction of televised trials m this 
cocry, s*a*i8 A* 1 he cou ^ not 
cot ?nance” the idea. _ 

1 debate, however, is far from 
do I within the legal profession. Many 
lea to barristers have been persuaded 
in i ent years that courtroom cameras, 
wh i art allowed to varying decrees m 
Au alia. Canada. Fnm bnd. Nor- 
wa Spain. Italy, The Netherlands and 
the ST would be a positive step. 

V use of ali typ» of cunem » 
ore bited in British oourtsas a result of 
J"? introduced in 1925 that was 
de£ed to stop photograph^ tofong 
pkfe of defendants in the court 

TiSrrica, research into the frnpact 
of -vised trials has been earned outrn 
Si Sn all cases the mndusonwas 
tatorfU if any-«" court proceed- 


ings was favourable. Those opposed to 
the idea argue that defendants should 
not be put under the extra pressure of 
being televised while being hied: that 
witnesses may be influenced by what . 
they see and change their evidence 
accordingly; that the behaviour and 
judgment of the jury and the barristers 
might be affected against the interests of 
justice. The media circus that surround¬ 
ed the OJ. Simpson trial convinced 
many that television should never 
invade British jurisdiction. 

But a report produced by a team of 
British banisters — led by Jonathan 
Caplan, QC, who studied international 
practice for the Bar Council in. 19S9 — 
was extremely positive about the idea. 1 If 
recommended lifting the ban to facilitate 
a series of pilot projects televising court 
proceedings around the country and in 
19Q] the Bar Council backed a Private 
Member’s Bill to achieve this. It came to 
nothing. 

Geoffrey Robertson. QC. believes that 
courtroom television would be a power¬ 
ful tool for justice: Witnesses,.he said, 
might be persuaded to come forward if 
they saw someone lying under oath. He 
advocates that broadcasting of trials 
should be introduced gradually, starting 
with radio, and with only dvfland libel 
cases bring covered initially. 

Robert Roscoe. chairman of the Law 
Society's criminal .law committee, said 
he had concerns about the broadcasting 
of edited “highlights” of a trial but had 



Louse Woodward and OJ. Simpson: their trials proved the power of television 


been converted to the idea in general. “If 
it had not been for television, the general 
public might not have been aware that 
Louise Woodward may have suffered a 
miscarriage of justice. It is because we 
have seen it that we are so interested. I 
don't think there is the same level of 
interest in the nurses in Saudi Arabia, 
because we haven't been able to see what 
is going on. 

"One can't help but wonder if there 
might have been an outcry much earlier 


into miscarriages of justice cases such as 
the Guildford Four if their trials had 
been televised." 

But Mark Stephens, a media law 
specialist, said televised trials were 
“more about the Roman arena than the 
rule of law”. 

“It puts unfair stress on the defendant at 
a time when they are fighting for their 
liberty in what is already an alien 
environment. As we have seen with 
famous trials such as those involving 


Joan Collins. OJ. Simpson and the 
Menendez brothers, you get lawyers 
showboating.” 

“In the Woodward case, the judge 
actually stood up to address the juiy. 
Judges never stand up, they command 
from on high, and one can only conclude 
that it was to allow him to be seen on 
television. Every day there were flowers 
in the courtroom and it was as if the 
stage was being dressed for a soap 
opera. 

“It is true that television brought 
advantages for Louise Woodward. She 
probably wouldn’t have got the defence 
team she got without it But we are not 
talking about one celebrated case. We 
are talking about hundreds of cases, and 
they are about life and death issues.” 

Sky News, which cleared its schedules 
to broadcast the Woodward trial, report" 
ed that more than six million people 
watched it many staying up until the 
early hours of (he morning to follow 
events. Its ratings increased by up to 
1,000 per cent at key moments. 

Forty-eight of the 50 US states allow 
television cameras but the rules vary. 
Only Mississippi and South Dakota arid 
federal courts up to and including the 
Supreme Court continue to ban them. In 
virtually every state, however, if the 
judge does not want cameras, they are 
not allowed. 

Court TV. based in New York, is the 
matin company specialising in court 
coverage. In the six years that it has been 


running, ft has screened about 700 cases 
and it claims to be available In 32 million 
households across America. In 1991 it 
had four million subscribers. By 1997 
there were more than 33 million. 

Supporters of the system argue that 
television makes the judicial system 
more accessible to people and gives 
them more confidence in it if they can 
see justice being done. 

The British barrister and broadcaster 
Fenton BresJer. however, is fervently 
opposed to live coverage. “The only way 
in which television coverage should be 
allowed for cases tried in Britain’s 
courtrooms is when the trial is safely 
over and never when the defendant has 
been acquitted." he says. “He or she 
should be entitled to live the rest of their 
life without the evidence against them, 
which has been rejected by the jury, 
being continually brought up. 


“ r | i he Americans can do what the 
| want with their system but l ai 
A convinced that live coveraj 
during the course of a trial, if evi 
adopted over here, would inevitably lea 
to lower standards — even though oi 
courtoom advocates traditionally ope 
<ate at a much higher level of dignity an 
integrity." 

The opinion of the British public i 
England and Wales is divided over tl 
issue. A MORI survey of 2.000 peop 
tarried out last year for the BBC foi£ 
that 49 per cent were against televise 
trials and only a6 per cent in favour. Bi 
many people believe that if the survi 
were repeated today, in the wake < 
Urns* Woodward* trial the resul 
ought be very different 
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Auntie’s new babies 
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Could extra 
services prove 
too much for the 
BBC, asks Damian 
Whitworth 


U nriJ this week you knew 
more or less where you 
were with the BBC. Two 
television channels, five 
national radio options, local radio 
stations just about everywhere and 
rhe reassuring World Service to be 
your friend in foreign climes. 

Now. to the average licence-fee 
payer, dear old Auntie, always 
regarded as a little dotty, appears to 
have gone completely bats. 

As she celebrates her 75th birth¬ 
day. she has suddenly decided to 
embark on some new adventures. 
The question is: is she up to it? 

t n just over eight frantic days, fhe 
corpora don is launching three ma¬ 
jor services. The firsr is UKTV. a 
network of four channels showing 
recent repeats of BBC programmes 
to cable and satellite television 
subscribers. 

One of the channels. UK Gold, 
has been running for a while, 
supplying a diet of old favourites 
such as Only Fools and Hones and 
Blackadder. 

The three new channels, 
launched last Saturday, are: UK 
Horizons, providing documenta¬ 
ries from Top Gear to David 
Attenborough dassics; UK Style for 
reruns of cooking, gardening and 
home life programmes: and UK 
Arena, which has a schedule featur¬ 
ing films, drama and arts 
programmes. 

Some of the cash from subscrip¬ 
tions will be reinvested to make 
new programmes, so the idea 
seems to be good. The BBC has rhe 
richest television archive in the 
world and if people have the time 
and the money to spend dipping 
into it. who can complain? 

The issues surrounding the other 
two new projects are more compli¬ 
cated. BBC News Online, the new 
Internet service, and News 24. the 
24-hour news channel, are both 
funded by the licence fee. 

Tony Hall, chief executive of BBC 
News, says that we now live in a 
-pick *n’ mix" news culture where 
people want to find out what is 
happening whenever they choose, 
without waiting for the next news 



Valerie Sanderson and Krishnan Guru-Murthy. presenters on the BBC’s often muddled News 24 


bulletin. That the BBC needed an 
Internet news service when news¬ 
papers such as The Times have 
been avai lable for years, was 
undeniable. 

And the service looks pretty 
good. A team of 40 journalists and 
Web experts produce 
stories and reports sup- “ 
plied by correspondents Mon 
from around the world. 

There are hourly bulle- ‘SCI*! 

tins with audio and 1 

video clips and the Nine r, J nr 

O' Clock News can be aiUI 

viewed every night. But 
the criticism is that ihe u<Jl 

service is open to all. • 

Not just those who buy Sail 

a licence, but anyone 
around the world who JOUT 

has access to the Web. 

The opposite is true 
with News 24. which the BBC calls 
the “Now O'clock News". This is 
available to fewer than two million 
cable customers, or conventional 
viewers who switch on after mid¬ 
night when BBC1 takes the service. 

the service will burst upon the 
world at 530pm on Sunday. It has 
been running pilots for weeks and 
The Times was allowed into Tele¬ 
vision Centre on Wednesday for a 
look. This was a brave gesture by 
the corporation, for what it had to 


Morale was 
‘scraping 
along the 
bottom’ 
said one 
journalist 


show was. frankly, pretty amat¬ 
eurish. 

As we arrived, many of rhe 
channel's staff were in a union 
meeting. Exhausted, they are 
locked in dispute with manage¬ 
ment over rotas and pay. 

One journalist on the 
" staff said morale was 
2 WHS “scraping along the bot¬ 
tom” and too few people 
)in& had been hired to do the 
® work. The journalist 
r >4,0 added that there was 
’ resentment among se- 

irn » nior BBC correspon- 
JUl dents at having to file 
stories for News 24 as 
One well as the other 
y . networks. 
allSt But the biggest prob- 
_____ lem has been the new 
technology which has 
been full of bugs.”’Warching an 
hour of the show was at times 
excruciating. 

Presenters addressed the wrong 
cameras, the sound disappeared 
and then the pictures disappeared. 
At one point it was announced that 
we were going over to sport... and 
a picture of Louise Woodward sat 
on the screen lor five minutes. 

Live location repons, which need 
nor have been live, dragged on for 
far too long, with poor' reporters 


squirming as they struggled to fill 
time. One unfortunate chap, in a 
restaurant for a feature on allergy- 
free food, still had not been served 
his meal at the end of the bulletin. 
The best entertainment came from 
the shots of the newsroom behind 
the presenters' shoulders. Journal¬ 
ists wandered about eating their 
lunch and walking towaras the 
cameras before realising that they 
could be seen and then reeling 
away. 

No doubt such technical glitches 
wall be ironed out and News 24. 
with all the BBC’s worldwide 
resources, will become a service to 
rival Sky News and CNN. But at a 
time when the BBC is attempting to 
make 30 per cent cuts across the 
board in its news departments, one 
has to wonder if it is spreading 
itself too thinly. 

In the handbook given to report¬ 
ers and producers, there is some 
extraordinary advice for lone corre¬ 
spondents in the field with a 
camera and no back-up. 

It suggests that they climb into a 
shopping trolley and ask a member 
of the public to push them along. 
Failing that, it recommends they 
try a wheelchair. After Sunday, 
some BBC executives might be 
feeling in need of just such a mode 
of transport. 


Why the press is not 
guilty of overkill 

N ational newspaper edi- five to the popular, emotive hum JjLjJ 

tors have been unani- mood. Int ernet , judging 

mous in their decision I wonder whether Mr Walden newspapers wUhm the jnrg 


N ational newspaper edi¬ 
tors have been unani¬ 
mous in their derision 
about the biggest news story of 
die past eight days. 

The verdict of guilty in the trial 
of Louise Woodward, die British 
au pair accused of murdering 
eight-month-old Matthew 
Eappen in Massachusetts, has 
dominated front pages and news 
bulletins. 

Viewed f ro m an editor’s chair, 
it was a human interest story of 
sensational proportions.- There 
was an accusation of murder, a 
19-year-old British woman at bay 
in an American courtroom and a 
suspicion that she was found 
guilty simply because she was 
British. At the 
heart of the trial 
was an obsession 
that nags the con¬ 
science of every 
working man. and 
woman who 
places their child¬ 
ren in the care of a 

nanny, au pair or _ 

childminder. 

Afl the tabloids were instantly 
convinced that the jury was 
wrong. The Sun and The Mirror 
immediately launched cam¬ 
paigns to free Louise from pris¬ 
on. “Stitched up." proclaimed 
The Mirror, urging readers to 
call President Clinton. It was “an 
insult to justice", declared The 
Express. “So Unfair," proclaimed 
the Daily Mail (quoting Miss 
Woodward’s parents): American 
justice was now on trial. 

The response from the broad¬ 
sheets was cooler and less chau¬ 
vinist It had been a fair trial 
according to The Guardian. The 
jury was entitled to its evalua¬ 
tion, said The Times. Louise was 
in the hands of 12 good men and 
women, added The Daily Tele¬ 
graph. Yet the broadsheets still 
stand accused by some critics of 
overkill in their treatment of die 
story. 

One such critic was the com¬ 
mentator George Walden, the 
former Conservative MP. who 
attacked die “tabloidisation" of 
the broadsheets. Surely, he ar¬ 
gued in London's Evening Stan¬ 
dard, it was the function of the 
quality papers to act as a correc¬ 


tive to the popular, emotive 

mood. 

I wonder whether Mr Walden 
was watching The Nine O'clock 
News on the night that be wrote 
his article — and. if so, whether 
he reflected on the item announc¬ 
ing that Judge Hiller Zobel has 
derided to release his ruling next 
week not directly to newspapers, 
but on die Internet and to right 
global news orga ni sat i ons. 

For what we have witnessed in 
die past week (as we did in the 
week after die death of Diana. 
Princess of Wales) is a global 
news story in which newspapers 
are not—as once theywere in the 
days when The Times and The 
Daily Telegraph did not offend 
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Mr Walden — the primary 
source of news. 

The trial in Cambridge, Mas¬ 
sachusetts. was broadcast live on 
British television and the jury’s 
verdict was reported on radio, 
television and die Internet hours 
before it was published in the 
newspapers. The news itself is 
now happening on die Internet 
and on television, with newspa¬ 
pers following behind. 

I t is in this threatening envi¬ 
ronment — in which the 
villagers of Elton, Cheshire, 
speak directly to Cambridge. 
Massachusetts, without any in¬ 
tervention from Fleet Street, die 
Liverpool Echo or the Ellesmere 
Port Pioneer—that editors must 
now fight for the survival of 
newspapers into the next millen¬ 
nium. It is not a fight that can be 
waged or won from Mr Walden's 
armchair. 

Newspapers will not survive in 
the new media world unless they 
can attract — and keep — 
readers. And whether editors 
succeed or fail in this new war 
will depend on them acknowl¬ 
edging the rising competition 


from broadcasting ai foe 
Interact, judging the newie of 
newspapers within the errgmg 
news environment and Ijudg- 
Log which news stories w most 
appeal to thrir readers. 

In this new world,. 5 the 
Louise Woodward stoiyower- 
fully demonstrates, mar news 
stories no longer fit into nplis- 
tic categories of serious orivial, 
tabloid or broads beet Acss die 
nation this week die fe of 
Louise Woodward has bn the 
main subject of conversa n. 

So “Ti nman interest" sties are 
no longer only for the tloids. 
Whether Louise Woothrd is 
innocent or guilty inreresmany 
constituencies — for exade, all 
mothers and 
fathers wii teen¬ 
age dauiters. 
gap-year lugh- 
ters who eld so 
easily findhem- 
selves in tisame 
predicamei the 
ABCIs (w em¬ 
ploy narurs, au 
pairs and 
babysitters) and the C2D! (who 
supply them). 

It is a story of ahrbing 
Interest for the professiondass- 
es. especially lawyers, s the 
Daily Mail put it ti case 
touches a nerve in everyarent 
who has ever entrusted atild to 
another’s care, every moth who 
works instead of staying some. 

Martin Duxm, once eor of 
Today, has recently rimed 
from America, where hedited 
die New York Daily Ns. He 
compared British and Atrican 
newspapers in a reoen Press 
Gazette. Newspapers inn tain 
had grown up ami realii that 
the old boundaries of ujarket 
and downmarket no long exist¬ 
ed. he said. Readers fin all 
demographic groups we now 
interested in all subject alters. 
It didn’t matter whether paper 
was broadsheet or tablo Cov¬ 
ering any story was posse, if it 
was written in the style aropri- 
ate to its setting. 

That is why die brosheets 
have devoted so much ace to 
Louise Woodward — ai that 
Mr Walden, is why theyTU do 
so again next week. 
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0171 7827826 


TOSHIBA 

World-beating PCs 


Excellent Remuneration Packages 


Surrey 


Toshiba is the undisputed leader in portable computing technology and has sold almost * C million units 
throughout the world since portables first appeared over 10 years ago From this base. Toshiba has begun its 
transition towards providing a complete IT hardware solution with the launch of its £cu:um Desktop range 
earlier this year. Following an internal promotion and a career move into Europe, two critical roles are now 
being vacated for new candidates who have the appropriate backgrounds and records c: success. 

Head of PC Marketing 

The Head of PC Marketing determines fhe strategic marketing vision and ensures that innovative tactical 
marketing solutions are delivered to achieve the business objectives. They v.ili be fundamental to the path 
which Toshiba takes as it continues the transition to supply a wide range of IT hardware. Reporting to the PC 
Director, they will lead and develop a large team of experienced Marketers. 

Candidates need a strong background of setting strategy and delivering creative and successful marketing 
initiatives. Moreover, it is imperative that they have a record of success to a similarly senior level in rhe PC or 
related IT industries. Strength will be in their broad marketing skills combined with meir arvi-tv to sustain a 
clear market view and devise novel and effective ways of tackling marketing objectives. They must be strong 
team players. Ref. 679 

Manager - Marcomms 

This high profile role leads an experienced team of marketing communications spectelrjtfs in developing 
innovative end-user marketing communications programmes including above-the-line. o?low-the-!ine and PR 
activities. There is a high level of marketing communications activity and exceptional challenge in creating and 
delivering effective programmes to support Toshiba’s transition to supply a wide range o: 17 hardware. 

Proven skill in managing both an internal team and the agency's tasked with delivering integrated marketing 
communications programmes and product launches is required. Whether candidates are from Corporates or 
Agencies, experience of preparing programmes tor IT related products will be a distinct advantage. Strength in 
determining the optimum balance of resource allocation between programmes, products and markets is key. 
Strong interpersonal and presentation skills are essential as is credibility with the media. Candidates must Have 
the talent to maintain a view of the direction of the business. Moreover, they need the :':a ; r to deliver creative 
programmes in j fast paced, changing market. Ref. 680 

Toshiba is committed to equal opportunities. 

Please send your CY, quoting the appropriate reference, to Michael Fahey at Thornton Fahey, 

25 Adam & Eve Mews, London W8 6UC- Telephone 0171 937 6030. Facsimile 0171 938 3010. 
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Bright dynamic CVs 
from a successful team. 

SAME DAY 
CV COMPANY 
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IMPACT ASSOCIATES 


Textile Marketing 


UK Marketing Manager 

Competitive package LONDOr 

Our client is the enterprise responsible for promoting its Country's wool workl-wide. Vital to the success of this venture 


responsible for establishing relationships with key retailers and, through tie-in with the international marketii 
programmes, develop the brand in the UK market 


The Position 

■ Develop and implement a marketing strategy for 
the UK 

■ Establish and maintain relationships with key retailers 
to ensure optimum use of the brand and products. 

■ Develop training programmes and brand-awareness 
programmes. 

■ Create promotional campaigns including promotional 
material, presentations and displays for use by 
retailers. 

■ Analyse and measure the impact of the marketing 
programmes within the marketplace. 


Please send your CV with current salary details to: 
Victoria Conodi, K/F Selection. 252 K^ent Sheet. 
London VV1R 6HL. quoting ref: 5388A/02. 


The Requirements 

■ Track record of success in retail merchandising and 
MeaDy experience in implementation of a 
“shop-in-shop" concept. 

■ Demonstrated Bair for developing presentation 
materials and displays. 

■ Entrepreneurial spirit with strong presentation, 
negotiation and communication skills. 

■ Self-motivated and comfortable working 
independently. 

■ Marketing degree preferred. 


Alternatively send by fax on 0171-312 3380 
or by e-mail to kfs-kjndon@kQmferry.com 
Internet Home Page; http ^/wwwJcfsel ecti on.com 


A DIVISION OF KORN/FERRY INTERNATIONAL 




A subsidiary of a Fortune 100 company with an enviable record of profitable business t™ om- 
di»t h receded and respected for product innovation and reiiaEt!tocSS££?S 
typically in the telecommunications and IT sectors. y ™ “ CUSUJmcrs *** 

THE BOLE 

’ ^ to ° 8 * p*** 
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Is this 


Puttnam’s 


big chance? 


■ IS JOHN BIRT. all-pow¬ 
erful Direcror-GeneraJ of 
the BBC, about to be reined 
in? Perhaps. Chris Smith, 
the Secretory for Culture, 
Media and Sport, now has 
his first opportunity to ap¬ 
point a new governor — to 
Ell the soon-to-be-vacated 
post of deputy chairman. 
The right sort of governor 
could also check the long¬ 
standing friendship b&= 
tween the chairman. Sir 
Christopher Bland, and 
Biri. 

The person who would 
love the job is Sir David 
Puttnam. film-maker, 
staunch Labour supporter 
and principled expert at 
rocking the boat, who has 
seemed to be saving himself 
for some very important 
arts job. This could be the 
big one. Only one thing: 
Bin is said to be far from 
happy at having his gover¬ 
nors' meetings, so slickly 
disciplined, disrupted by a 
messy intruder who cham¬ 
pions the difficult creatives. 
Birt of course, has superb 
political contacts: Peter 


the occasional campaign 
plane for John Major. 
Southgate has rock music, 
showbiz and computer in¬ 
dustry credentials to chime 
with new Labour's rhythms 
and visions. 



mmmmt 


Mandelson worked for 
him at LWT. 

The vacancy is created by 
the retirement of Lord 
Cocks, the former Labour 
Chief Whip, whose inpur 
since his surprise appoint¬ 
ment in 1993 as deputy 
chairman—and despite the 
BBC's obsessive devotion to 
performance reviews — is 
hard to measure. His re¬ 
placement stands a good 
chance of becoming the 
next chairman when Bland 
steps down in three years. 


■ HERE is the reaFSfiws 
from Channel 4. It is des¬ 
perately seeking a new 
chairman before toe sands 
run out on Sir Michael 
Bishop at the end of the 
year. The favourite, from a 
shortlist put forward by toe 
board to- the Independent 
Television Commission, is 
Sir Colin Southgate, 59, 
chairman of THORN EMI. 
Other candidates indude 
Gail Rebuck, the Random 
House publisher married 
to new Labour image cre¬ 
ator Philip Gould, and toe 
businessman Christopher 
Haskins, chairman of 
Yorkshire-based Northern 
Foods, trustee of Demos 
and a former member of 
the Commission for Social 
Justice. 

Sir Colin is said to be 
Channel 4's favourite, the 
kind of solid businessman 
it needs to balance the • 
creative talents of its chief 
executive Michael Jackson. 
At company meetings he 
can appear prickly, but 
over lunch he can mellow 
into quite a pleasant sort 
And whereas Bishop, as 
head of British Midland 
Airways, could rustle up 


■ SIR David English, edi¬ 
tor-in-chief of Associated 
Newspapers, drew on all of 
his diplomatic skills at the 
Guild of Editors' confer¬ 
ence last weekend, where 
he unveiled the first draft of 
a new press code being 
worked on for toe Press 
Complaints Commission 
(PCQ. It is dear that many 
provindal and "magazine 
editors were irritated by the 
way the chairman. Lord 
Wakeham, bounced them 
into a toughened code in the 
days after the death of 
Diana, Princess of Wales. 
“We're not only putting on 
the handcuffs, we willingly 
make them, too," said Chris 
Oakley, president of the 
Newspaper Society. The 
draft is heavily Influenced 
by code committee member 
Charles Moore, Editor of 
TTie Daily Tele¬ 
graph. Sir David 
admitted to doubts: 
a clause ruling out 
payment in all cir¬ 
cumstances to child¬ 
ren is unlikely to 
survive because it 
undermines a key 
source of copy for 
women's magazines 
and regionals, pay¬ 
ing for heart-rending per¬ 
sonal battles against dis¬ 
ease, bullying or gymslip 
pregnancy. Add in. other 
areas of dispute: no naming 
of toe under-16s; a catch-all 
definition of a “private 
place" as being- where- 
people “have a reasonable 
expectation of being pri¬ 
vate”, a move to outlaw 
"persistent pursuit", and it 
seems dear that it will be 
months before a final ver¬ 
sion reaches the public. 

Sir David also raised toe 
controversial prospect that 
the - PCC "should have a 
reinstated power to call off 
the pack, or act on its own 
authority, rather than wait¬ 
ing for someone directly 
affected to complain. As he 
said, there are many in¬ 
stances when the code of 
practice is broken, but 
papers get away with it 
because no one starts proce¬ 
dures. But this brought a 
dismayed reaction from 
Professor "Bob" Pinker, the 
privacy commissioner and 
longest-serving member of 
the PCC. who fears that his 
job will be untenable. How 
can you investigate, and 
seek evidence, if the people 
affected don’t take part? 



BBC peeking order John Birt (left). Will Wyatt (top centre), Alan Yentob (bottom centre), and (from top right) David Docherty, Peter Salmon and Mark Thompson 


Chains of command 


■ CHANNEL 4, ordered m 
be more of a public service, 
held a lunchtime bash for 
advertising salesmen this 
week at a London nightclub. 
A hostess dressed in black 
plastic took coats through a 
red-feathered hole in the 
wall. “You’re in a brothel," 
she said. On stage Michael 
Jackson went head-to-head 
with his sales director, Andy 
Bames. “What do you do all 
day," asked Jackson. “I flog 
spots." said Bames. 


I n toe six years since 
John Birt took over as 
Director-General, the 
BBC has gone through a 
succession of painful convul¬ 
sions that have altered its 
culture and turned it inside 
out On one level it seems 
unrecognisable from the cosy, 
complacent bureaucracy Birt 
inherited from Sir Michael 
Check! and. 

' But same within the corpo¬ 
ration say that despite the 
apparent revolution of depart¬ 
mental change and marketing • 
jargon. Bin's BBC is little 
different from the way the 
corporation has always been, 
and that the campaign to 
streamline its labyrinthme.bu- 
reaucracy has only intensified 
it Some at high levels of toe 
BBC are already discussing 
whether Birtism will survive 
after his contract ends in 2000. 

Last'April saw Birrs most 
radical assault yet on tradi¬ 
tional BBC structure — toe 
division of the entire corpora¬ 
tion into six individual "busi¬ 
nesses". The BBC’s two central 
activities, programme-making 
and scheduling, were separat¬ 
ed into two directorates, pro¬ 
duction and broadcast 
The aim. like that of the 
NHS internal market, was to 
increase efficiency by bringing 
together in production all toe 
BBC’s programme-makers, 
from . both television and 
radio, and making them “sell" 
their wares to broadcast 
Broadcast meanwhile, by con¬ 
centrating its energies on com¬ 
missioning and scheduling, 
would be better placed to 
service the BBCs main tele¬ 
vision and radio channels, as 


The Birt revolution at the BBC has produced a corporation that 
is top-heavy with executives, says Sue Summers 


well as the plethora of new 
ventures, such as digital TV. 

According to Jana Bennett 
director of production, these 
changes have led to a reduc¬ 
tion of 20 percent in overheads 
and duplication in her direc¬ 
torate alone. This is not, 
however, how many of those 
working in the system see it 
Far from eradicating duplica¬ 
tion. they say, toe creation of 
toe two directorates has en¬ 
couraged BBC management's 
worst empire-building tend¬ 
encies. 

While programme budgets 
are being cut to finance new 
ventures such as 24-hour news 
and on-line services, manage¬ 
ment jobs and bureaucracy 
have multiplied. Each direc¬ 
torate has its own head of 
finance, business affairs. PR 
and strategy. In addition. BBC 
broadcast employs strategists 
to service each of its four 
subdivisions — radio, tele¬ 
vision, toe regions and educa¬ 
tion. These strategists are 
separate from those in toe 
regions and in toe BBC’s 
policy and planning director¬ 
ate. whit* one disgruntled 
BBC executive recently esti¬ 
mated to be employing 227 
people. 

"Because toere's an element 
of competition between toe 
two directorates, you get a 
situation where production is 
unable to share its strategy 
with broadcast" says one in¬ 
sider. “Production has had ra 
hire consultants to help it to 


find out how to handle broad¬ 
cast" This spiralling of jobs 
has been particularly notice¬ 
able at toe top of BBC broad¬ 
cast When first announced, 
the directorate was to be run 
by Will Wyatt the chief execu¬ 
tive, and one key executive — 
Michael Jackson — who had 
the dual role of director of 
television and controller of 
BBC1. But after Jackson'S de¬ 
parture for Channel 4, toe 
chain of command length¬ 
ened. Alan Yentob was made 
director of television but he 
was also given a deputy. 
David Dochertj', then head of 
strategy — while a new BBC1 
controller. Peter Salmon, was 
recruited from Granada. 
Three men to do a job previ¬ 
ously done by one. • 


“ A t the end of toe day. 

/m toe heads of BBC1 
/—m and BBC2 jMark 
J .m.Thompson] still 
control most of toe money, so 
it's dearly to your advantage 
to have a good relationship 
with them," says one execu¬ 
tive. “But ai the same time, the 
two heads of production want 
you to haw a relationship with 
them. Also there are Yentob 
and Docherty in broadcast 
and their boss. Will Wyan. 

■ “It’s Kafkaesque for produc¬ 
tion heads because there are 
now seven bosses they have to 
doff their caps to. And under 
them, there are reams of 
consultants on both sides, plus 
a whole board structure on 


both sides. Senior executives 
are required to go for 
awaydays, strategy days and 
board meetings with each. 

"It's toe biggest disease of 
toe BBC. Too many senior 
people are made to spend their 
time in endless repetitive meet¬ 
ings, chaired by bosses who 
overlap in their job responsi¬ 
bilities. So they have their eye 
off toe ball." 

Essentially the BBC’s inter¬ 
nal market is as meaningless a 
concept as that of the NHS. 
BBC Production may be a 
• “business" required to make a 
"surplus” but since it is for¬ 
bidden to make programmes 
for any other UK broadcaster, 
it is a business with just one 
client ~ the BBC. 

One programme editor ex¬ 
plains the paradox: “If I want 
to borrow a tape of an old 
programme from toe library it 
costs me E15. The point is that 
toe £15 isn't real money. My 
department has to send £15 to 
another department within toe 
BBC, but the money doesn't 
exisL What does exist is le¬ 
gions of people who have to 
organise this mythical money 
moving around the BBC. It's 
the same with production and | 
broadcast They have to have 
people to negotiate with one 
another within the same 
building.” 

Such has been the wran¬ 
gling over terms of trade 
between production and 
broadcast that at one point it 
was seriously questioned 


whether toe split could work. 
Relations have improved now 
that broadcast has agreed in 
principle to guarantee produc¬ 
tion tn a minimum 60 per cent 
of its annual spend — much to 
toe fuiy of independent pro¬ 
ducers. who say that if produc¬ 
tion is a real business, it 
should compete for commis¬ 
sions like anyone else. 


E ven so, some BBC 
executives believe 
that toe broadcast/ 
production split will 
not survive Bin’s demise. "It's 
an old-fashioned philosophy 
which was imposed without 
being thought through,” says 
one. “A lot of people know it, 
but no one could admit to 
making such a big mistake, 
especially not John." Another 
says there should be a watch¬ 
dog. "We've ended up top 
heavy with administrators ad¬ 


ministering this new lean 
machine — just like the NHS". 

Chris Smith, toe Secretary 
for Culture. Media and Sport, 
has expressed concerns on this 
point. But it is a view that 
Docherty firmly rejects. 
“These jobs already existed 
around toe corporation, they 
have j'ust been reconfigured 
and are more visible now." he 
says. “We are absolutely in¬ 
tending to become more eff¬ 
icient We can never stop 
searching for faster, easier 
ways to do things. The split 
has happened. We are learn¬ 
ing to live with it It’s inevita¬ 
bly bumpy but the senior 
management all believe in it" 

A leading management con¬ 
sultant is not so sure. “The 
problem is not toe split but the 
BBC," he says. "It's a symp¬ 
tom rather than a cause. Most 
people are downsizing. I often 
go to meetings at big corpora¬ 
tions .where in toe past to ere 
would have been 15 people in 
the room. Now there are three. 
My experience is exactly toe 
opposite at the BBC.” 


At last, a new media 
magazine you can 
understand. 


Zenith’s pyrrhic victory in battle of media buyers 


□ CHRISTINE WALKER, 
doyenne of toe media-buying 
industry, and her former em- 
, ployer. Zenith. Britain's larg- 
lest media buyer, this week 
* settled their dispute out of 
court. To no one’s surprise, 
Ms Walker agreed not to 
poach Zenith staff or work 
with its clients without Ze- 
■'“nith's consent before October 

t ext year. 

Zenith agreed a list of dienfi 
who will not be covered by the 
Restrictions. It will claim to 
y^ave won the battle. Any 
;ictoiy is pyrrhic. 

■ From the moment Ms Walk- 
■*' r resigned in October last 
ear, Zenith has behaved in a 
(tanner at best described as 
: r ngracious and fearful to¬ 
wards its renowned former 
lief executive. It relegated 
jews of her departure to the 
-u'rd paragraph of a press 
please. One could only hope 
ial Zenith would show more 
.ass subsequently. It had seen 
• ! aw little good frequent trips 
g court did Cordiant, its 
.arent company.. 

The lessons were not learnt, 
-essure was piled on Ms 
! alker in the courts in the 
Jtiy week that her year's 
gardening leave was up and 
ie was to launch her new 
iripany. To be (air to Ze- 
^th’s boss, John Perriss, and 


his management team. Ze¬ 
nith's future financial perfor¬ 
mance is far more closely 
linked to their own. Perriss 
will also want to'have been 
seen reassuring shareholders 
that be has done everything 
possible to remind Ms Walker 
and his clients of toe terms, of 
her contract 

Whatever the intention, Ms 
Walker's new joint venture 
with M & C Saatchi now locks 
still more intriguing. 

In all of this, toe dients 
appear forgotten. Do they 
mind being told whom they 
can and cannot speak to? We 
will have to wait another year 
to find out As with any other 
breakaway, there will be 
many clients who do not wish 
to move, and some who do. 
Legal threats are guaranteed 
to further their resolve. 

All of this is so obvious that 
one has to ask who Cordi- 
ant/Zenito's spin-doctors are. 
And, perhaps, why the great 
panic over someone worth 
only paragraph three of a 
press release? 



inevitably on toe reprieve for 
the estimated £55 million toe 
manufacturers invest in spon¬ 
soring Formula One motor 
racing. But the Public Health 
Minister, Tessa Jowell, also 
confirmed this week that the 
Government would rely on the 


forthcoming European Union 
directive on advertising to deal 
with the subject of banning 
tobacco manufacturers from 
direct marketing, and would 
not enforce a ban through 
domestic legislation. . 

' This is potentially more 


PRYKE/REUTERS 
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□ THE foil extern of toe 
Government's U-turn on .its 
pledge to ban tobaoco adver¬ 
tising has been missed, despite 
toe coverage given to the issue- 

over ihe past two days. 

Media attention has focused 



Tobacco companies spend more on sponsorship than poster ads 


significant than toe Formula 
One U-turn. Because there is 
less EU-wide agreement on 
tois matter than there is over 
toe issue of advertising, toe 
final decision will revert back 
to member states. In the light 
of Ms Jowell's statement this 
means a continuation of the 
unsatisfactory self-regulatory 
system we now enjoy. 

The Government will, of 
course, point out toar — strict¬ 
ly speaking — it is honouring 
its election manifesto pledge, 
which concentrated on adver¬ 
tising. It was only post-election 
that this was expanded to 
include sponsorship and dir¬ 
ect marketing. 

It had found that not impos¬ 
ing a blanket ban would allow 
advertising by toe back door. 
After years of ever tighter 
restrictions, toe tobacco indus¬ 
try spent just £42 million on 
poster and press ads last year, 
tax less than it used ra and far 
less than it does on sponsor¬ 
ship and junk mail combined. 

Now it has realised that 
such a blanket ban is both 
politically difficult because of 
the risk to jobs and public 
outcry if toe sport is forced 
overseas. Such a ban is also 
difficult to legislate for without 
leaving loopholes. 

What everyone knows but 
doesn't say is that consumers 


don't make such distinctions. 
.They do not see the word 
“Rothmans" on toe side of a 
Williams car (next year it will 
be Winfield) as anything other 
than advertising. 


□ THERE was a storm in a 
teacup last year when Omega 
watches pulled its ads from 
Vogue magazine “in protest" 
at toe magazine's persistent 
use of too-skinny models. Now 
new ads from Omega’s rival. 
Accurist. play on this kerfuffle 
by using a model so skeletal 
that she can wear her watch 
on her upper arm. Captions 
include “Watch your weight" 
and "put some weight on”, 
which, claims the agency, 
proves the campaign has "toe 
courage to smile aT itself". As it 
happens, everyone was smil¬ 
ing last year. Inevitably. 
V'oguCs circulation went up in 
the month of the spat. 

But if you don't work in 
Soho or Mayfair and have 
forgotten, or never known, 
about the affair, what would 
you make of it all? 

Perhaps toe agency could 
add toe above information at 
toe bottom of toe ad to help 
bemused Christmas shoppers. 
Perhaps not Expect the cam¬ 
paign to change next year. 

• Snfano Hatfield is the Editor of 
Campaign 
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N o longer 
boss of 
the Island 

Chris Blackwell’s departure from Island 
Records has provoked intense speculation 
about his successor. Chris Ayres reports 


PICTORIAL 


E mployees of Island 
Records could be forgiven 
for heaving a sigh of relief 
after the departure yester¬ 
day of Chris Blackwell, the label's 
founder and chief executive. Insid¬ 
ers believe he has not pushed the 
label forward as vigorously as he 
might have done; and it is a label, 
which has become heavily reliant 
on royalties from past successes. 

Blackwell, a 60-year- 
old white Jamaican 
with an estimated per¬ 
sonal fortune of more 
than £80 million, has 
gained a reputation as 
someone who can mus¬ 
ter huge excitement for 
a project only tD lose 
interest completely the 
next minute. 

He is notoriously dif¬ 
ficult to track down, 
and spends much of his 
time travelling between his homes 
in Nassau. Los Angeles. Miami 
and New York. He also recently 
purchased Goldeneye, the former 
Jamaican home of Ian Fleming. 

Bui such behaviour is perhaps 
understandable from a man with 
such a redoubtable status in die 
British music industry. After all, he 
is one of the few tycoons who can 
claim to have played a key part in 
shaping the musical tastes of the 
nation. 

He founded Island Records in 
1962 and aimed it at Britain's 
rapidly growing population of 
Afro-Caribbeans. The label was 
based in Brixton and became the 
first to create a successful business 
from importing reggae and ska 
records. For several months its only 
method of distribution was via 
Blackwell's Mini Cooper. 



Chris Blackwell 


Jamaican music turned out to be 
a goldmine for the label, which had 
its first hit in 1964 with Millie's My 
Boy Lollipop. At about the same 
time. Blackwell discovered Bob 
Marley. who went on to become 
Britain's most important reggae 
artist and an Afro-Caribbean cul¬ 
tural icon. 

Blackwell used the money that 
began to pour into the company to 
press records in Brit¬ 
ain, and to expand into 
rock music, which was 
dominated by progres¬ 
sive and psychedelic 
bands at the time. 

Mat Snow, the Editor 
of Mojo magazine, 
says: “Blackwell was 
one of the first people to 
perceive the shift in 
emphasis in the early 
1960s from singles to 
albums. Island became 
famous for its psychedelic album 
covers and invested so heavily in 
rock music that it was seen almost 
as a rock 13661.“ 

Island became home to bands 
such as Traffic and Roxy Music — 
fronted by Bryan Ferry — and 
Blackwell began to earn a reput¬ 
ation as a charming wheeler- 
dealer. In spite of the labels 
success. Blackwell secured loans 
against copyright — a practice 
which is now illegal — to stave off a 
financial crisis. 

Snow says: “Some artists did end 
up having ill-feeling towards him # 
because of the copyright issues, 
although generally he was so 
charming you would forgive him 
anything." 

Island overcame its cashflow 
crisis in 1970 when it signed Free, a 
hugely successful band which be¬ 



Bob Marley. discovered by Blackwell went on to become a cultural icon 


came famous for its song All Right 
Mow — recently used on a Wrigleys 
chewing gum advertisement. Roxy 
Music and Marley also enjoyed 
phenomenal success throughout 
the 1970s. although towards the end 
of the decade music industry com¬ 
mentators began to see a lade of 
direction in the label's 
management 

Island's last great moment came 
in the late 1970s when it signed an 
Irish rock band called U2, fronted 
by a vociferous character called 
Bona By the end of the 19S0s, U2 
had become one of the most famous 
and successful bands in the world. 
However, the success of the group 
failed to disguise the fact that 
Island was losing its golden touch. 

in 198S Blackwell sold a large 
stake in die label to Polygram for 
£200 million, a move which is 


believed to have made him £80 
million richer. He then began to 
expand his personal interests: he 
now owns cinemas in Brixton, 
Notting Hill and Edinburgh and is 
currently working on digital film 
production in Jamaica. Blackwell 
also owns hotels in South Beach, 
Miami, in die Bahamas, and at 
Strawberry Hill in the Blue Moun¬ 
tains. close to Kingston. 

His departure from Island will 
provoke intense speculation in the 
music industry over who will take 
his place. Snow says: “Maybe 
someone will now be allowed to 
take over without having to con¬ 
stantly look over their shoulder to 
see what old Mr Blackwell is doing. 
I think it is fair to say that the label 
is rudderless and floundering. Its 
only recent success has been with 
the Cranberries and Pulp" 


The digital vision 
comes into focus 


M ention the words digi¬ 
tal television to the 
average viewer and 
the result is either a look of 
iJKomprebenskm or a stampede 
for the door. 

Even among some of those 
who have followed the slow 
march of technology that can 
bring us several hundred tele¬ 
vision channels, it is sometimes 
difficult to stifle a yawn. Is 
anything really happening out 
there? Is the world of television 
really about to be turned upside 
down? 

The potential for confusion is 
endless. There is digital satellite 
television, digital table, digital 
terrestrial and even advocates of 
sending digital tel¬ 
evision pictures 
down ordinary tel¬ 
ephone lines, not 
to mention advo¬ 
cates of pumping 
Internet data and 
pictures along 
electricity lines 
into our homes. 

This wok. some 
of the fog started to disperse and 
the dearest signs could be seen 
that the television companies 
actually mean it Viewers in this 
country really are going to be 
able to choose up to 200 channels 
of digital television in some form 
before the end of next year. 

One of the reasons for doubt is 
that British Sky Broadcasting 
(BSkyB), the satellite venture, 
announced that it was going to 
launch 200 channels in the late 
spring of next year and then went 
to ground. The silence was 
deafening and sceptics began to 
assume that it would be unwise 
to hold your breath waiting for 
the new service. 

The silence has been deliber¬ 
ate. BSkyB — a consortium in 
which News International, own- 
era of The Times, has a 40 per 
cent stake — has been eager to 
shift as many of the dated 
analogue satellite dishes as it 
possibly .could in die usual 
strong pre-Christmas market — 
even if they have to be virtually 
given away. That is why. if you 
spend £199 in a number of 
electrical goods retailers now, 
you will get a free satellite dish as 


long as you are prepared to take 

on a 12-month subscription. The 

thinking is that as long as you 
can entice consumers through 
the multi-channel satellite door 
with special offers, you wfli be 
able to persuade them to trade up 
to the latest digital service next 
year with heavy discounts for 
existing customers. 

■Analysts, however, have re¬ 
cently been taken to BSkyB 
headquarters and shown a fully 
automated broadcast centre al¬ 
ready in place, which can handle 
200 channels. 

The apparent uncertainty sur¬ 
rounding BSkyB’s plans feed 
back into the cable industry. 
Cable operators felt they needed 



to match BSkyB with 200 chan¬ 
nels as soon as the satellite 
company launched, but did not 
see why they should go out on a 
limb in advance. 

N ow the process seems to 
be rather neatly coming 
together. Yesterday, 
BSkyB and Cable & Wireless 
Communications, by far the larg¬ 
est cable group, announced an 
agreement to get together to co¬ 
ordinate their digital plans. Not 
only wffl they launch their ser¬ 
vices on the same day, but there 
wall be an enormous joint mar¬ 
keting and promotional 
campaign. 

One of the sensible reasons for 
the two —who are competitors in 
many ways—coming together, is 
the realisation that great confu¬ 
sion will be caused if consumers 
are given many different mes¬ 
sages about digital television at 
the same time. It would be the 
perfect reripe for consumer iner¬ 
tia. It is difficult to overestimate 
(he importance of die two largest 
media players addressing the 
market together with their differ¬ 
ent offerings. 


At the same time, British 
Digital Broadcasting (BDB), the 
Caritoo-Granada partnership 
planning to launch commercial 
digi tal television in the UK next 
autumn, also took a number of 
important strides forward this 
week. 

Rather like BSkyB. a number 
of regulatory approvals are still 
required, but the digital terrestri¬ 
al group issued tenders worth 
about £250 million to attract 
makers of set top decoders. 

BDB is just one of the organ¬ 
isations planning to offer digital 
terrestrial channels — up to 30 
new channels can be received on 
existing aerials without the need 
for a satellite dish although, of 
course, a digital 
"black box" is 
needed to convert 
the pictures to 
watchable form. 

All the UK's 
conventional 
broadcasters — 
the. BBC rrv, 
Channel A and 
Channel 5 — have 
digital terrestrial frequencies and 
plan to launch new channels next 
year. The second related boost 
for DTT, as it is known, is that all 
Britain's broadcasters have 

agreed a single standard for the 
decoders. Anything else would 
have been ludicrous, but engi¬ 
neers can spend a long time 
arguing for their favourite for¬ 
mats. All the activity off screen 
virtually ensures that British 
viewers are about to be offered 
unprecedented choice. But do 
people really want 200 channels 
of television? 

Two hundred channel systems 
will survive or foil on how 
quickly consumers embrace pay- 
per-view services devoted to fea¬ 
ture films and live sports events 
such as Premier League matches. 
Then there are associated inter¬ 
active services—home shopping 
and banking and die Internet 
displayed on television screens. 

However great the technologi¬ 
cal challenge faced by those who 
would confront us with the 
digital television future—the job 
of selling that vision to consum¬ 
ers will be much more 
demanding. 
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TO ADVERTISE CALL 
01714814481 


MEDIA, SALES & MARKETING 


FAX: 

0171782 7826 


t 


BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 

Electronic Documentation Services 

This newly ensued position requires jjj incisive graduate manager with proven sales and 
marketing experience in documentation or publishing services. 

Your role will be to increase the turnover of this division of a pic. establishing and 
managing new maricei opportunities, and integrating these with the existing business. 
Initially you will review the existing operation and formulaic a plan to achieve agreed 
targets. 

Yon will have: 

• Extensive sales & marketing experience in the service sea or. 

• Excellent pluming and organisational skills. 

• Proven people mana^emem ability. 

• Knowledge of etcaraak doanrxratioa and publishing techniques. 

• A proactive approach ro presenting innovative solutions to a variety of business 
SCOOTS. 

Due to ihc prevKxn experience required h is unlikely that (be successful applicant will be 
under 25. 

Thu- position reports at mam board level and has good prospects for promotion on 
successful completion of the initial task. 

Apply with full CV to Box No 8497 
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DATA SCANNING SERVICES 

SALES 

PROFESSIONALS 

required to sell 
Document Imaging Services 
to Blue Chip Companies. 

£I5k basic 

Excellent Commission Package 

OTE £60k plus Car 

Ideal Candidates will be Between 23*33 
and have a Proven Sales Track Record 

Contact 

Maria Osborn on 0181460 9988 
Or fax C.V to 0181460 9992 


SALES/BUSINESS BACKGROUND? 

YOUR TELEPHONE SKILLS CAN EARN YOU 

£50K p.a. 

We are pan of the UK's leading Business 
Publications Group, our successful expansion 
programme has created new vacancies for 
talented people. 

Working from our prestige West End offices you 
would be required to sell advertising space in 
some of the world's leading business 
magazines. 

The ability to work effectively, professionally 
and enthusiastically means very high earnings 
for the right people. 

PHONE: James Grace ov 0171*753 4286 W 


i 

Silver Knight 

Midlands 


Sales Manager 

Exhibition and commercial interiors 

c £25,000 Basic, High OTE + Benefits 


Silver Krugh:. pan of MICE Group Pk: is the largest 
independm exhibition, commercial interior design and build 
compzrr. in the t : K. Operating worldwide, die company is 
svacnvmous wiih quality and original design across a variety 
of industries including automotive, leisure and travel. 

The role 

• To establish, build and manage relationships across 
targeted market areas. 

• To identify new business opportunities and potential 
areas for growth. 

■ Deliver creative and innovative design ideas 
to communicate corporate image and 
br aadi na 


NATIONAL CONSULTANCY 


GREATTfG INTEBGRATED TEAMS 
TO counsel ajsrrs « 

• GENERAL. UANAGBCMT 

• BUSM5SS STRATEGY 

■ SUTOOITTWG DSOPUNES 
R£3S8L£ HOURS & MSK LOCXHCnS 



The person 

• Capable of developing innovative and conceptiooal 
solutions, and taking ownership for their successful 
delivery. 

• Retails orientated, looking to gain financial rewards. 

• Experience in this market is desirable, a proven track 
record in sales is essential. 

To Indicate your interest, please send foil career and 

salary details to Lindsay de Swart, SRS, Bennetts 
Court, 6 Bennetts Hill, Birmingham 
B2 SST, fax fl 121 206 2159, or telephone 
between 8.60am and 8.00pm on 
0121 200 2575. Please quote rtf 16893. 


Sales RecrutinKtu Specialists 
VMkMnpCmiirLCti^e 

Land-, EM A L« 4 . 


rgfttai r KW ntf far jm career j 

L^oSr&wML l ^SsTs> | 


WCttiS. CKELTJVKMt 
y ViCHESTTR. SCLTrlti/R^.-L 
ii.™ NttfAV, cD'.HSL-oCH 


sales 

MANAGER 

S ttVastuciiCrJ^Mst. 

Tt> to!2 urf onir-w.- tu- aara; 

u. peretruc jni rcxitrs 

Utviijmi etrarr. ■! j 
riwrlie nk-i peier. a 

proven tratfc nni TIi** wk! 
■M-.ner. taur rf '.-n. 

CV u" 

Mifdu yisag~xr. Z V-er^i 
Qtoy. V-Jt 

s.v£! 

is oaiE.'-jri'i zr hc.-.iT 


Master Head Chef 
•S: Head Chef 


rcemred FcrlfipWI Chnrw 

Applicants mu haw 
10 ion and S ion experi en ce 

napes uwi) m Hr j-rcjwauai of 
CSiaac casioe biifiisdis* 
ejctlrfracnt Applicants should 
tv floor m Cantonese ad 
EnplBh. 

Wuw tmJ C.K he 
Sts. Heady 

Kai Unfair. ' 

W Amiln Si it cl 

L^don VIYSFD 



NORWICH CA THEDRAL 

ADMINISTRATOR 


The Dean and Chapter wish !□ appoint a Cathedral Administrator 
to be the senior lay member of the Cathedral's staff and to be 
responsible for the day to day business of the Cathedral. The 
Administrator's primary ro J e is the efficient and effective 
management of the Cathedra's resources and he/she will be 
expected to contribute to the foraalion of policy and the 
development of strategy. 

Applicants should have demonstrable financial and management 
skills, having held a senior management post in industry, 
commerce, the professions, the services or the Church. The 
person appointed will be a fully committed member of the Church 
of England. Salary £2S,000 p.a. 

For further details and application form please send SAE to 
the Chapter Clerk, Cathedral Office, 12 The Close, Norwich 
NR14DH. 

Casing date for applications;- 21st November 1997. 


GEORGIA (EX USSR) 
UnlqiM I MTMTJU Iiyj trg m 
QnT whfa 
Imni imA& of 
G*«jHo Guam to work ta bqjr 
kfate. Tam mip fHm. 
Tchfhoot Arafamf J«“ 
0171 775 0206 
n fat nance. 

London 


BRITISH TRADING 

Ctmfoii* teed kt north InUn 
nb hide under with a lets 5 
iwcyn nf 



NWUTBSU-d-v. 

bsU SBB fl *7 done 

ROSS GLANFIELD 
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STEWART 

GRAND PR1X 

MARKETING CO-ORDINATOR 

As Stewart Grand Prix completes its debut Formula One 
stasen the preparations for the 1998 World 
l^mnpwnsJrips are wefl underway 

A'positioir has arisen far a Marketing Co-ordinator to 
work’ within the Coromercral department at the 
company's Milton Keynes base. The successful 
applicant wBl assist the team's Mavkctmg Development 
Manager m a wide variety of sales and marketing 
programmes, including sponsorship sales material, 
raaiketing research and the continuing development of 
the team’s strong corporate identity. 

We arc looking for graduate calibre applicants with at 
least two year’s marketing experience gained within a 
Wue-drip’ company or the sate team of a sports 
marketing organisation. 

Remuneration package commensurate with 
qualifications and experience. 

Please reply in writing enclosing a foil CV to: 


Stewart Grand Prix, 16 Tanneis Drive, BJakriands, 
Milton KqnetMkl4 5M 

Qwzr nfaaxr. HtiDlU 


NEWS 

INTERNATIONAL 

NEWSPAPERS 


NEVVSlfriB^NATKDNAL's Strata^PlarrtigD^artnient require tvrogracfoatestotrafei as Junior 

The unitary rote of pfennig at News Intonation^ fa to aipport two maiteBng tone ^ 

maragemert in setting long temi objectives, wtykirtgcxrt the best way to aefeeve them, then 

monitoring the effittaky of the main marten activities empfay^ 

team operating far an opemrinded environment where nothing ts impossible, everybody's view & 

important; and the end reuftstf that we dob tfmed at improring the competitive 

position of our newspapers 


Graduate Trainees 


THE SUNDATTIMES 

THEtfSamMES 


Sun 


NEWS.: 

WORLD 


The Ideal cancfidates W* be creative, analytical thinkers with an eye for commercial rarity. Not 


Thb represents an opporhinitytDgrcw qukMy into a high profSe role that Impact^ on rnmiy company- 

wide decisions. You! grit an unrtuated hdght lntD newspaper pubBshmg and the media Wastry as a 
whQtetogMherwJtha soMunden^ 


areexcefent 

Candidates should send a CJ, and oria separatetfeetof paper, write a short piece (ma 200 words) on 
what >rou think wffl happen to national newspapers Over the next 10 years. 

STStAfCGKPLAfMNGDSWtlMSn', 

MEMISlIinCRttAripNALIiCHSMFBSktWnGMASTllSLLCWEMONEI SEC 













TO ADVERTISE 
CALL: 0171 680 6800 


POSTGRADUATE COURSES 

Cmnfield I I 

/ university ■T)!VnPVWnil9!VIPnVin^llVla 


_ / UNIVERSITY 

School of Management 


More than a 


Qualification: 


A LIFE 


CHANGING 


Experience 


THE CRANF1ELD EXECUTIVE MBA 

What ck> tou look tot vn an MBA pro gra mm e? 
Mmjtt imtdcnu from a wide cms-section of 
mdttsmes sad profe^ievot? A inching fixciilfy that is 
rated 'cucilem* by the HEFCE2 A tdiool chat is 
tasked amMga Europe’s best? A choire of 74 
electives? A course dut puts die emphases on 
developing you as aa individual and a team player? 
If the answer u yet. then dir Cranfidd MBA b 
for you. The two-war pan-time course begins 
in JanaHT. 

See us az The Kaplan MBA Forum at 
Lords Conference Centre on 
Monday 17 November. 

For mow mlormanon or a brochure contact: 
Maureen WiQbms. Canfield School of M ana g em ent, 
Canfield. Bedfoid MK43 OAL 

TcL* 01234751122. Km 01234 752439. 

E-maih m nlf 
Intemec hnp://ww»uianfiekLacuk/soni 


Work as a researcher, use or commission research, progres&’to a PhD. 
MRes available in: 

Business & Management; Area Studies; Chemistry; Computing; Drama 
& Theatre Studies: Education: European Studies; Employment & Human 
Resource Studies; Health Poky: History; Information Management; 
Literature; Leisure & Tourism; Pubfic Policy: Sodal Policy; Social Research; 
Telecommunications; Urban Poficy. 

Fees: <EU): £2,929 pa full-time (1 yr); £730 pa part-time (2 yrs). 

Three bursaries available. 

For fatter information, contacr Postgraduate Admissions Office. 

University of North London, 166-220 HoDoway Road, London N7 BOB. 

Teieprcne- C171 753 3333 e-maB- admisaorseunLacuL. 


FAX: 

0171 782 7899 


University of Brighton 

MA Change 
Management 

Designed for experienced managers, the 
MA Change Management programme is 
a unique way to blend your own 
development with a change project 
identified by you and your organisation. 
This two year pert-lime masters degree 
centres on the investigation, diagnosis 
and implementation of an organisational 
change project. 

• Combines personal development with 
organisational benefits 

• Includes some weekend attendance 
to minimise time away Irom worv. 

■ Assessment based on course work 
and protect reports 

• Business experience is the key 
entry requirement 

■ Currently accepting applications tor 
January 1998. 


CnnSAd Lta/rerriry U aa rzmipc diarny offering a won* of nuvlL'nw fur march and nfbeauun. 

neural networks ........ 

........ genetic algorithms 

Do you wish to have all your tuition and maintenance costs paid in order to study full-time 
for a Master's Degree in the exciting new computing technologies? 

MSc in 

Computational Intelligence 

Whatever your discipline, ibis unique one-year programme is designed to provide you with the 
knowledge and skills to apply these powerful computing techniques to applications in: 

• business ■ finance and investment * eng i neeri n g * science * healthcare 

A number of EPSRC Studentships are available for suitably 
qualified high calibre tpaduates. 

For furthsr Information contact: 

The MSc Programmes Administrator, 

School of Computing, 

Unfvers&y of Plymouth, 


ip 
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The Certified Diploma in Accounting & Finance 

THE financial management 
qualification for non-fmancial 
professionals 


UNDERSTAND the principles of finance 

LEARN to analyse financial in formation 

MASTER budgeting investment appraisal; return on 
investment: and many other practical techniques 

ATTAIN an internationally recognised post-graduate 
qualification from a world leader in financial training 

STUDT at your own pace wnhACCAs highly effective Open 
Learning Programme and support package 

QUALIFY over one year by part-time study 


-ir a-, infanrutfcn p id contact 
The Cectif-ed Diploma Abners Ref- The Times 
ACC*. Lollin’, inr. F.ijs li^don wCzA JfE. 
TeJ Oi’i *•>„ S*>I*VI8 Fa*. CrTi M58 
t-mj.: OplMnuepOaUMOut nnp.vaiM.-or icckxo u* 




For funher information please contact 
Becci Newton, Centre for Management 
Development. University of Brighton, 
Mithras House Annexe, Lewes Road. 
Brighton BN2 4AT. Tel. (01273) 642979. 
Fax: (01273) B42980 or e-mai! 
b.newtonObrighton ac.uk 


Plymouth PL* BAA 


Tel: 01752 232541 


httpd/wwwJechptynucuUnsc_d 
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SCHOOL OF BUSINESS AND MANAGEMENT 

MA HERITAGE MANAGEMENT 
MA MUSEUM MANAGEMENT 

(en&y in January & September 1998) 

MAARTS MANAGEMENT 
MA CULTURAL TOURISM 
MANAGEMENT 

(starting September 1998) 

Fun-Time 1 year 
or Part-Time 24 years 


^ Train to Teach ^ 

Canterbury Christ Church College is one of the UK's Premier 
providers of initial teacher education. Recent inspections from 
OFSTTED awarded primary education top grades in all 
categories and the PGCE Secondary was rated Very Good'. 
These are the highest gradings possible. 

The College is a thriving academic community with highly 
qualified and experienced staff. Teaching resources are 
excellent, offered on an attractive and modem campus within 
the City of Canterbury. 

Our wide range of PGCE courses indixie: 

PGCE Primary: 

* Lower Primary * Upper Primary 


Specialisations: 
• Management 


. The Leicester MBA 
MSc fai Marketing or Finance 
Diploma in Management 
Certificate in Management 


Hjniverf^ 


For further information, contact: 

Angie Winnie on §1813317706. 

Marilyn Scott on 01813317504. 

ABx Slater on 01813319036. . 

School of Business & Management, 
Riverside House; Beresford Street, 
Woolwich SE18 6BU. Fax: 01813319016. 




the 

UNIVERSITY 

GREENWICH 


* French . 

* Geography 

* Mathematics 


• Art 

• English 

* Geography 

* History 

• Mathematics 

* Chemistry with Physics 


" Religious Education 
* Science 


* Modern Languages 

* Music 

* Physical Education 

* Religious Education 

* Biological Science 

* Physics with Chemistry 



• Health Services Management 
Modes: 

• FuHme (1 year) 

• PaiHime (2yeais) 

• Executive MBA (13 weekends over 2 years) 

Flexible starting dates: 

Febwary, Jute and October 

For further detak please contact 

Greenwich School of Management 
Greenwich College 
Meridian House, Royal HSU 
Greenwich, London SE10 8RT 
Tbfc 0181-853 4484 
Fax: 0181-305 1782 

ematenqury@yae)vrictHX3l legate, uk 

f^J/wvwryBenwWHX^oge^auk 

Greenwich School of Management 
unhrenity buskten education 


Management 

Centre 


fast" (wick. ijBvir 

(jrfebf 

- wWft a quality qualification . 
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TreefU* 0800 374024 

far an hifon i iati on pock (24 hr) 

or 01203 422422 

to spea* to a consonant 


RDi Freepost (8200) CV2472 Coventry CV4 88R 
Fac 01203422423 anafctafoOnJLCO.i* . 



Providing Higher Ednratfaw in London and in Kent for over 108 years. 

Earn a truly 
International MBA at 
The American College 
in London 

with campuses tn Atlanta, Los Angeles, and Dubai. 

• Earn your MBA, in fourtorms 

• Day, evening, or weekend classes 

• Study on a campus representing 110 countries 

• Complete your degree In London, Atlanta, Los Angefes or Dubai 
. U.S. accreditation 

The American College's culturally cBverse 
campus is the perfect place to focus on 
international business, one erf the fastest growing 
business segments. Bachelor of Busewss 
Administration degree also avaiebie. 

The American College in London 

110 Marylebone High Street. London W1M 3DB 
TeL (+44171) 48S-1772 (Outside the UK) 

(0800) 100-777 (In the UK) 

51 Say 


Candidates should hove, or expect to obtain a degree or equivalent 
in a relevant area. 

For further detail please phone 01227 782459 (24 hour enquiry tine) 
or 01227 767700 ext 491, or write Id Admi ss i o ns Office, Canterbury 
Christ Church Colege, Norih Holmes Road, Canterbury, KentCTl 1QU. 
Email admisrions@canLac.uk. 

CANTERBURY 
CHRIST CHURCH 
COLLEGE 

a college in the University Sector # 


r Leeds University Business School 

8.* The Leeds Masters 
' s Degree Programmes 

MA Ac counting and finance MA Economics and Ffaance 
MA Business Eco n omics MA Human Resource Management 
MSc international Marketing Management 

Our Masters degree programmes may be studied on a full-time (12 months) or 
part-time (24 months) basis. They commence next in September for 1998. In 
addition to offering outstanding opportunities for graduate level study these 
programmes attract high quality international students from around the world. 
For further information on these and other courses available within the School 
and on ESRC funding for the MAHRM please contact 
The Postgraduate Secretary, Leeds University Business School, 

11 Blenheim Terrace, Leeds 152 9JT 
Tel: 0113 233 2613 
Fax: 0113 233 2640 
email: feei8lubs.leedLac.uk 


LiEDS UNIVERSITY 
BUSINESS SCHOOL 


EDUCATION 


AH Bn number repflea 
should be addressed 

to: 

BOX Non — 

C/o The Timas 
Newspapers 
P.O. BOX3553, 
VlrgWs Street, 
London El 9GA 


COURSES 


LLB (Hons) 

by Home Stedy 


I Recognised by The 
law Society and Bar 
Council 

i Flexible time-tables 
I Admission by A-Ierels 
(grade Hi or as j 
mature student 


HOUJOKN C.OiUX.V '.UK/TIf/l 
200 Greyhound Road. 

London W14 9RY 
TEL: 0171 385 3377 ] 

FAX; 0171 381 3377 


Good MBA courses are hard to find. 
Call for a guide to the best. 



Register now - fast track entry on the day! 

THE MBA CAREER GUIDE’S 

EURO MBA TOUR ’97 - LONDON 

,., 

THE'TIM ES the Sunday times 

Official Sponsors 


HwTlMU | 
£29408 PA As JL ] 
SpMtSWltBf j 

TNitatNnntoMironiM I 

Monte Ocdaga of JoumaBwi | 
Skhh you axacUy >Ml | 
Obtain your copy tetter L 
0600 371 500 JL 

TSBSS1 

WiiOighr I 


Test drive the International 
MBA with a Difference 


0191 487 1422 

Durham is one of the few Business Schools to otter three, internationally 
regarded, AM BA accredited MBA study options - Futt-Time, Part-Time 
and Distance Learning - all designed to extend your knowledge and 
develop your management skills. These highly flexible options give 
even the bustest of managers a real opportunity to improve their career 
potential. So if you're ambitious enough to 
become one of the world's best managers, 
phone today for the brochure of your choice. 

EQUpUsrig PurtwnUnWu mlUW l n — flrtw ol. >itn nl rid . M HM Lane. Duf PHI 3 ZZ 

iw u ft M mn iirrirr e —‘-‘te-ftii" 1 **—* ^-^****”—■**•- —■* 
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Ufa Itm Mbnnutan KH ten 
0m Monte CoUg* til 
JaumaftmsfwmroutaMrf I 
Cafl Fre« 0600 37150OJ 
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rf Ci*tac Ck* by Pjc-tA fapr 


CONFERENCE CENTRE LORD’S CRICKET GROUND 

(Grace Gate - Nearest Underground St John’s Wood) 

Monday 17th November 12 noon - 8pm 


• Panel Discussions 

• Personalised MBA career advice 
•Top schools research 

• GMAT training 


International 

• Business schools from: UK, 
France, Belgium, Netherlands. 
USA, Canada, Australia- 

Local Business Schools 

• From alt regions of the UK 



This tmeNewaten e r shows i 
mu how to pay for di your I 
donwfc&international g 
travel and mata money I 

al ha same time. i 
0800 371 500 Jr 
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Independent, but broke 


A n almost desperate air of 
anticipation hangs over 
England’s 44b further 
education colleges. Four 
hard years have passed since they 
were freed from their local author¬ 
ity paymasters into a bruising 
period of Independence. Under 
enormous pressure to expand, stu¬ 
dent numbers increased by a 
million in a period when govern¬ 
ment funding per student was cut 
by a third and 15.000 fuli-rime 
teachers lost their jobs. 

To add insult to injury, the most 
go-ahead colleges found diem selves 
fur [her penalised in January when 
rhe previous Government scrapped 
the “demand-led fund" far un¬ 
planned extra students because 
they were taking on too many 
recruits. This effectively wiped 
almost E100 million off college 
budgets. 

Expectations are therefore high 
for Wednesday when David 
Blunken. the Education Secretary, 
addresses the annual conference of 
the Association of Colleges. 

Schools were found an extra E1.3 
billion in the Budget and £165 
million extra has been handed to 
the universities and colleges of 
higher education. If Tony' Blair 
really is committed to "education, 
education, education", then rhe 
third arm of provision, further 
education colleges, also want a 
share of the spoils. 

For the first lime as Education 
Secretary they have a true believer 
— Mr Biunkett even taught at 
Barnsley College. 

Three reports published this 
week give a worrying insight into 
college life which have only added 
to the urgency of the situation. 

First came die findings of a 
National Audit Office inquiry into 
the growth of further education 
provision. It found that one fifth of 
colleges, 93 in all. were in "poor 
financial health". It also disclosed a 
huge variation in course comple¬ 
tion rates from 99 per cent of 
students at same colleges to 27 per 
cent at others. 

Next came the annual report of 
the Further Education Funding 
Council (FEFQ. David Melville, 
the chief executive, said there were 
even greater pressures faring col¬ 
leges next year after the demise of 
demand-led funds. 

Mr Melville, the head of one of 
England's largest quangos, gave a 
warning in the strongest terms 
quango-speak would allow him 
that the Government’s all-impor¬ 
tant attempt to hit its National 
Targets for Education and Train¬ 
ing would suffer as a result of 


It 
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Student numbers have increased by a million in a period when funding has been cut by a third 

Further education desperately needs 
more money. Things might change 
on Wednesday, David Charter reports [oru^* ; IS 


Students in mUtans 


continued cuts. “The overall finan¬ 
cial health of the college sector 
continues to deteriorate,” said Mr 
Melville. "It is unfortunate that, at 
a rime when die need and demand 
for further education is increasing, 
student numbers funded through 
the council may fall in the year 
ahead due to the reduction in the 
funds available." 

Finally Jim Donaldson, rite 
FEFCs chief inspector, also deliv¬ 
ered his annual report, saying that 
92 per cent of college teaching was 
satisfactory or better in 1996-97. 
compared to 95 per cent the year 
before. He praised colleges for their 
recruitment efforts but issued ur¬ 
gent warnings on the difficulties of 
planning in an unstable financial 
climate, as well as mounting an 
attack on “inequity" in staff em¬ 
ployment contracts. 


Despite an often fatter campaign 
to move all lecturers ro new flexible 
contracts, about 10 per cent remain 
on old-style local authority con¬ 
tracts giving them longer holidays 
and fewer teaching hours than 
their colleagues. "The persistence of 
old conditions of service alongside 
new is a source of 'inequity and 
friction which is overdue for resolu¬ 
tion." Mr Donaldson said. 

Most colleges rely much more on 
part-time teachers to keep down 
staffing costs and the growth of 
supply agencies has caused contro¬ 
versy over the pay and profession¬ 
alism of the staff they provide. 

Roger Ward, chief executive of 
the Association of Colleges, has 
been criticised for his role in 
promoting the rise of pan-time 
provision but has robustly de¬ 
fended the culture change. “It is no 



1 93-94 94-95 95-96 96-97 I 

E College year | 

secret that I have promoted the 
concept of agencies from the early 
days as one way to create a flexible 
workforce," he said. 

However. Mr Donaldson, writ¬ 
ing the annual report, said: “A 
complex curriculum... demands 


sophisticated teaching skills, yet the 
proportion of part-time teachers 
who are teacher-trained is relative¬ 
ly small in some colleges.” He also 
said that, in some colleges, the 
remaining full-time staff were 
being forced to spend ever more 

time on the bureaucracy of 

organising the part-time provision. 

All these tensions have dented 
morale among college staff who 
badly want a sign that their 
concerns are understood by Gov¬ 
ernment The signs, for the first 
time in fouryears, are encouraging. 
Further education colleges have 
been given a crucial role in the 
Government’s “new deal” to pro¬ 
vide training for the unemployed. 

S ue Berryman, a spokes¬ 
woman lor lecturers’ union 
the National Association of 
Teachers in Further and 
Higher Education (Natfhe), said 
Mr Blunkett's first major speech to 
colleges since the election was 
crucial. 

Natfhe is campaigning for an 
immediate cash injection of £250 
million to avoid “financial 
meltdown”. “Increasing casual- 
isation has thrown so much extra 
admin work on the remaining 
staff," Mrs Berryman said. “Every¬ 
body is waiting and hoping that 
this will be the banning of a 
recognition of what farther educa¬ 
tion has been through.” 

Mr Ward, who has played down 
talk of financial crisis in the past, 
now admits colleges are at break¬ 
ing point. "We are desperately 
seeking stability so that we can 
plan for the next three or four 
years." he said yesterday. 

“We want vision and long-term 
commitment from the Secretary of 
Stale and if the money has to come 
horn the university sector, so be it 
Greater investment in further edu¬ 
cation will lead to greater 
enrolment In higher education.” 

David Blunkett's office remain 
non-committal about when extra 
money will be announced for. 
farther education colleges and 
refuses to discuss persistent indica¬ 
tions that some will come horn the 
income raised by university tuition 
fees from next October. 

However, more money will be 
forthcoming. A source dose to Mr 
Biunkett this week said: "We have a 
Secretary of Stale who believes in 
the importance of farther educa¬ 
tion. He sees it as a ladder of 
opportunity for many young people 
and adults." 

There are 446 colleges who 
literally cannot wait any longer to 
find ouL 


Helping disadvantaged pupils 

New tricks can 

help underdogs 


E ducation is "for the many, 
not for the few", as Tony 
Blair and David Biunkett 
have often said. But will 
Labour's education policies help 
the disadvantaged? 

This is the group that few edu¬ 
cational initiatives have so far 
touched, the group with the most 
to gain from education. The gap 
between the disadvantaged and 
their favoured peers has wid¬ 
ened since the Second World 
War as income differences have 
grown. 

These children face more chal¬ 
lenges in trying to achieve good 
qualifications. They are more 
likely to live in low-quality 
housing, have poor diets and 
health care, and be in greater 
proximity to crime and drugs. 
Not surprisingly, they are likely 
to be less healthy, to suffer 
greater emotional stress and to 
have reduced opportunity and 
support for study.at home. Yet 
they take part in the same 
competitive national tests and 
examinations as the most advan¬ 
taged children. 

Small wonder that as a group 
they do much less well. 

A paper published this week 
by the Institute of Education, 
Can school improvement over¬ 
come the effects of disadvan¬ 
tage?, uses research evidence of 
the past 25 yeah to review the 
progress of the disadvantaged in 
our education system. 

When we examined how gov¬ 
ernments had tried to deal with 
the challenge of the disadvan¬ 
taged, we found three approach¬ 
es: a series of meritocratic 
strategies (selection at 11+ and 
the Assisted Places Scheme), a 
plethora of compensatory mech¬ 
anisms (free meals and the 1970 
education priority areas) and a 
list of specific intervention pro¬ 
jects (reading recovery and 
homework support schemes). 
Even when initiatives have im-~ 
proved the absolute pe rfor mance 
of disadvantaged pupils, their 
relative performance has usually 
remained static or worsened. 

More encouraging evidence 
emerged from our review of the 
impact of school improvement 
projects. This showed that 
schools can and do make a 
difference. Fbr instance, the Nat-. 
ional Commission on Educ¬ 


ation’s study. Success against 
the odds, details ways in which 
sensitive and focused leadership 
by the head teacher working 
with highly committed staff 
could raise achievement in 
schools with disadvantaged pu¬ 
pils. 

Now we have reviewed the 
evidence, our conclusions are 
that school improvement is not 
enough. It is certainly vital to the 
Government's education project 
to raise standards of achieve¬ 
ment in every school but will not 
solve the problems faced by dis¬ 
advantaged children in their ed¬ 
ucation. 

Educational interventions 
need to be combined with other 
policies which attack poverty 
and disadvantage at their roots. 
Better co-ordination of the vari¬ 
ous departments and support 
agent-im; is essential. We urge the 
Government to continue its sup¬ 
port for them. 

We also recommend that 
schools experiment with differ¬ 
ent approaches to learning and 
teaching in order to find new 
■ways of motivating disadvan¬ 
tages! children, finally, we pro¬ 
pose that schools with high pro¬ 
portions of pupils with 
disadvantaged backgrounds 
should receive a lot of extra help. 

E xpectations must be high 
for. all pupils, whatever 
their background. A high¬ 
er entitlement to resources for 
disadvantaged pupils would 
help to make this a reality. That 
is why we are cautiously optimis¬ 
tic about the Government’s sug¬ 
gestion of education action zones. 
They may provide the opportuni¬ 
ties and the extra resources that 
children in disadvantaged areas. | 
and their teachers, need — but j 
tally if tite Government heeds the 
lessons of earlier initiatives. 

. . Peter Mortimore 
and Geoff whitty 

• Professor Mortimore is the Direc¬ 
tor and Professor Geoff Whitty holds 
the Karl Mannheim Chair at Lon¬ 
don University* Institute of Edu¬ 
cation. 

• Can school improvement overcome 
the effects of disadvantage? is avail¬ 
able from The Bookshop at the 
Institute of Education, (tel 0171-612 
6050), price. £5. plus EIp&p. 


Thumbs up for green fingers 


EDUCATION 


Susan Elkin 

talks to Ihe 
youngsters who 
have proved 
they are natural 
bom winners 


T he atmosphere at Imp¬ 
erial College. London, 
fizzed with noisy enthu¬ 
siasm as hundreds of keen 
young naturalisrs, the un¬ 
mistakable leonine head of 
Professor David Bellamy in 
their midst, jostled for a word 
nr an autograph from their 
hero before the event began. 
Youngsters aged three to IS 
had gathered from all over 
Britain' — representing the 
nine winning schools — to 
receive praise and prizes From 
the British Naturalists Associ¬ 
ation (BNA) for their group 
narural history projects.' 

Fuhvell Junior School in 
Sunderland won the Ward 
Cup for under-IIs for its school 
aarden. designed as a nature 
reserve in the heart of a built- 
up area. “We've got a pond 
with common newts, frogs, 
reads and a colony of palmate 
newts, which are very rarer 
'■ays Matthew New, l|. who 
wants to be a doctor. “It's great 
ro w atch the frogs pawn 
because every rime you look 
it s another stage further on." 

"Don’t forget the planari- 
ans. the cyclops and the water 
shrimps,” chorus Craig Butile- 
stone. 10. and Helen GiU. 
right. The children, also nur¬ 
ture savings, for later plant¬ 
ing out elsewhere, in their tree 
nursery and sponsor a whoop- 
er swan and a nene goose at 
their local wildlife park. And 
whh the help of their teacher. 
Godfrey Irving, who runs the 
Wildlife Dub at Fulwell. they 
produce Green Magazine. 
which is supported by organ¬ 
isations siuch as the Royal 
Society for the Protection of 
Birds.'lr was this—and imma¬ 
culate presentation of their 
discoveries and observations 
— that won them the cup. 

“Natural history is cross¬ 
curricular," says Mr Irving. 
“You can reach the whole cf 
the national curriculum in our 
school garden, with the pos¬ 
sible exception of PE.” 

The Blake Shield, awarded 
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Growing promise: members of Sunderland’s Fulwell Junior School’s winning team 
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to a secondary group, was won 
by the Mary Erskine. an Edin¬ 
burgh independent girls' 
school founded in 1694, Each 
spring more than a hundred 
14- to !5-year-old girls, with a 
similar number of boys from 
Stewart's Melville College, 
spend two weeks in a castle 
converted into a Youth Hostel 
in Carbisdale. _____ 

north of Inverness. 

The Environ men- ‘YOU 
tal Studies project, 
which this year maLrp 

some of them un- in<1Ke 

derrook in the 
snnw, is part of a na Pl 
more general out- , , 

door education tile f 

programme. 

Working in 20 
small groups last May, pupils 
did structured nature walks 
and recorded their observa¬ 
tions of primroses. Douglas fir 
trees, mosses and lichen. The 
BNA judges felt Lhar collecting 
such data plays an important 
part in environmental conser¬ 
vation by contributing to an 
accurate information base. 

Joan Houston, head of biol¬ 
ogy and science at the Mary 
Erskine School, says: "The 
Carbisdale experience is really 


‘You must 
make things 
happen in 
the future' 


valuable because it teaches 
them to work together and 
gives them an idea of wha: 
working outside is like. W? 
have a very widespread and 
enthusiastic staff commit¬ 
ment, even from the non- 
srienrisfs." 

The association — Professor 
Bellamy is the president — 
______ was founded in 

1905. This year it 
nuSt received mere titan 
200 entries for the 

hinoc Ward Cu P jrKi *“ 
1UI1 6 5 Blake Shield from 
■ all comers of Brit- 
■“ 111 ain. Sponsors such 
, , as RMC Group. 

LUl"e the John Spedan 

_____ Lewis Fijundatior.. 

Penguin Children's 
Books and Pavilion Books 
enable organiser June Peart or. 
to assign a generous prize 
pack to every child in each of 
the nine winning or commend¬ 
ed teams. Books and resources 
are also presented to their 
schools. 

Professor Bellamy ad¬ 
dressed his young audience 
with passion: “There's a green 
renaissance. I've just came 
back from the Blade Sea that 
was nearlv dead but new is 


reviving. Wildlife is returning 
to the Danube delta, too. Some 
2C.COO acres of Wetlands are 
being restored near the River 
Severn. 

"Nature will do the trick as 
Iona as we give it the chance. 
Bur I’m probably the oldest 
pervm in this room. It is you 
'■vh? wul have to make things 
happen b the future." 

Perhaps the most moving 
moment came when Roger 
Taber, television presenter, 
author and world expen on 
e. eryming feline from tigers to 
tabbie*. was speaking In his 
capacity as chairman of the 
award ceremony. He drew a 
icr.g-earsd bat on a black¬ 
board. Before he could finish a 
tiny voice — gleefully shrilled 
"It’s a bat." 

"Yes,” said Mr Tabor "and 
in any other company it would 
have been mistaken for some- 
dung to do with Hallowe'en. 
Now 1 know I'm among 
naturalists." 

The David Bellamy of the 
next generation was some- 
where in That audience. 

• For information about next 
peers exartis contact: B\'A. 45 
Rush: 1 .' Wav. Higham Fcrrcn, 
Northamptonshire XX10 SEJ. 
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Rattling skeletons in new case management 


9L«.r~. *• 

#®*T 




Practice Direction (Court of 
Appeal: Skeleton arguments 
and case management) 

. A panel of supervising lord justices 
has been appointed to maintain 
oversight of groups of appeals 
involving them in specific case 
management In addition, presid¬ 
ing lord justices in the Court of 
Appeal are to take steps to ensure 
skeleton arguments are lodged in 
time. 

f; Lord Woolf. Master of the Rolls. 

(isitting in the Court of Appeal with 
Lord Justice Schumann and Lord 
Justice Brooke so stated jn a 
practice direction handed down on 
November 5. 


The MASTER OF THE ROLLS 
staled: 


*f • . r 


Introduction 

This practice direction dealt with 
two separate matters: the contin¬ 
uing problem of late skeleton 
arguments and the establishment 
'of a new case management system 
;in the Court of Appeal, Civil 
Division. 

The court had been concerned 
for some time about the number of 
cases where skeleton arguments 
were lodged late. A recent analysis 
revealed that, in spite of dear 
directions from die court that the 
.time limits were intended to be 
•adhered to, they were still in the 
unsatisfactory position that just 
over 30 per cent of skeleton 
arguments were lodged after the 
due date without any extension of 
rime hatting been sought. Quite 
often the skeleton arguments were 
not lodged until the Civil Appeals 
Office staff had chased for them. 

Presiding lord justices, whh the 
assistance of their clerics, would be 
taking steps to ensure that skeleton 


arguments were lodged taneously, 
and. with the exception of cases 
assigned to the Short Warned List 
in future, requests for extensions of 
time for lodging skeleton argu¬ 
ments would normally be emit 
with by a presiding ford justice 
personally. 

After consultation with the 
member* of Ihe court, his Lordship 
had invited a small team of lord 
justices, to be known as supervis¬ 
ing lord justice. to maintain over¬ 
sight of groups of appeals. 

That would involve them in 
specific case management as well 
as keeping abreast of develop¬ 
ments in their areas af Irrigation. 
They would welcome general 
information from the professional 
bodies and specialist associations 
about difficulties or initiatives of 
which the Court of Appeal should 
be aware. 

The membership of the team 
would change from time to time. 
The names of the current supervis¬ 
ing lord justices and their areas of 
responsibility were set out below. 
Directions 
Skeleton a rgument s 
I Whh effect from November 10. 
1997 paragraphs 49 and SO of 
Practice Direction (Court of Ap¬ 
peal: Procedure) Q19951 I WLR 
1191; |1995] 3 AD ER S5Q> cease to 
have effect and the provisions in 
paragraphs 2 and 3 below would 
be substituted: 

2(1) With the exception of cases 
assigned to the Short Warned List, 
applications for extensions of time 
for lodging skeleton arguments 
would normally be dealt with by 
die presiding lord justice of the 
court in which the case was due to 
be heard. 


(2) Applications for extensions of 
time should be made well before 
the date on which the skeleton 
argument was due to be lodged, 
save in cases where exceptional 
circumstances had made that 

impossible. 

(3) Applications for extensions of 
rime had to be made by the 

advocate personally, not by his or 
her clerk, or instructing solicitor. 
Such applications should be made 
by letter or fax sating out the 
reasons why the prescribed time¬ 
table could not be complied with 
and what further time was 
required. 

As advocates would not usually 
know, when making the applica¬ 
tion, to which court the case has 
been assigned, the letter or fax 
should smrpiy be addressed to 
“The Presiding Lord Justice". Such 
letters should be bodged with or 
posted to the Civil Appeals 
Progres s Office (Room E307, Royal 
Courts of Justice, Strand. London. 
WC2A 2LL); (lie lax number was 
0171-936 6810. The Progress Office 
would then pass the letter or fax to 
the relevant presiding lord justice. 

(4) Only in exceptional circum¬ 
stances would applications by 
telephone be entertained. If such a 
case arose the advocate concerned 
should initially telephone the 
Progress Office Manager (0171-936 
609b) explaining why it was not 
possible to make the application by 
letter or fax and die matter would 
then be referred id the presiding 
lord justice. 

(5) The court expects the time 
Units to be strictly adhered to and 
extensions of time would only be 
granted if the presiding lord justice 
was satisfied that there were good 
reasons far doing so. 




Body seeking legal aid 
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Regina v Chester and North 
Wales Legal Aid Area Office, 
Ex parte Floods of 
Queen sbury Ltd 

Before Mr Justice Popplewell 
[Judgment October 16) 

A body amid be said to be acting in 
a fiduciary capacity, and therefore 
entitled to be granted legal aid. 
only where the fiduciary relation¬ 
ship went beyond a simple contrac¬ 
tual obligation, and the body could 
“ properly be described as a trustee: 
fe Mr Justice Popplewell so held in 
r the Queen's Bench Division in a 
reserved judgment when dismiss¬ 
ing an application by Floods of 
Queens bury Ltd far judicial review 
of the decisions nr the Chester and 
North Wales Legal Aid (Mice of 
June 1997 and September 1997 to 
refuse thdr application for legal 
aid. 

Section 2 of the Legal Aid Aa 
1988 provides: “(10) In this Act 
'person' does not include a body of 
persons corporate or unincor¬ 
porate which is not concerned in a 


representative, fiduciary or official 
capacity so as to authorise advice, 
assistance or representation to be 
granted to such a body." 

Mr Robert Jay for the applicant; 
Mr David Pannick. QC and Mr 
Michael Fbrdham for the Legal 
Aid Office; Mr Cohn Reese. QC 
and Miss Chan taj-Aimee Doerries 
for the defendant companies. 


MR JUSTICE POPPLEWELL 
said that the applicants were a 
limited company which bad app¬ 
lied for legal aid in an official 
referee action they had brought 
against some other companies, 
they had assigned the benefit of 
any sum recovered through the 
action to Mr Flood, a director of 
the applicant. 

The question was whether the 
assignment meant that the ap¬ 
plicants were acting in a fiduciary 
capacity, thereby coming within 
the description of bodies entitled to 
be granted legal aid under section 
2(10) of the 1988 Act. 

In his Lordship's judgment the 


object of section 2(10) was to limit 
(he circumstances in which a 
company could be granted legal 
aid. It should only cover those 
cases where it could property be 
said that there was a fiduciary 
relationship between the parties, 
and where such a duty was owed 
over and beyond a simple contrac¬ 
tual obligation. 

In the instant case, the assign¬ 
ment created no obliganon outside 
the express contractual terms, and 
was a simple commercial arrange¬ 
ment. The words of section 2(10) 
encompassed someone who could 
property be described as a trustee 
and not someone whose position 
was artificially created by the 
nature of the assignment 

The courts should be slow to 
sanction an exercise which was no 
more than a device between two 
parties far their personal commer¬ 
cial benefit and not conducted at 
arms'length. 

Solicitors: Win ward Fearon & 
Co; Legal Aid Board. Head Office; 
Morrison Skimnv. 


3 In the rase of appeals and 
applications assigned to the Short 
Warned List, applications far 
extensions of time far lodging 
skeleton arguments would nor¬ 
mally be dctll with by the Reg¬ 
istrar of Civil Appeals and the 
fetter or fax should therefore be 
addressed to him. 

Requests far cases to be removed 
from (he Short Warned List and 
given a fixture would not automati¬ 
cally dispense advocates from (he 
obligation to lodge skeleton argu¬ 
ments within the time limit speci¬ 
fied in the Short Warned list letter. 

In some instances, before decid¬ 
ing whether the case should be 
taken nut of the Short Warned List, 
the Registrar would need to see the 
skeleton arguments in order to 
assist him to determine whether 
(he case was one which satisfied 
the test for being given a fixture or 
second fixture.’ Where skeleton 
arguments were required for that 
purpose, the Civil Appeals Listing 
Office would inform the advocates 
con c erned . 

Case Management 

4 Supervising lord justices would 
give directions concerning the 
progress and future conduct of 
appeals of their own motion wher¬ 
ever they thought fit. and most 
requests from parties for ex¬ 
pedition or for other directions to 
be given would be referred to the 
relevant supervising lord justice. 

5 So far as passible, directions 
would be given on paper, in the 
interests of saving costs, in those 
cases where a hearing was nec¬ 
essary’- it would be conducted 
before the supervising ford justice 
in chambers, unless otherwise 
directed, and therefore both solic¬ 
itors and counsel would have a 
right of audience. It would rarely 
be necessary for more than one 
counsel, or, where counsel had not 
been briefed, for more than one 
so lid tor. to attend on behalf of any 
particular pany. 

6 Directions hearings would not be 
allowed to develop into satellite 
litigation. They were iniended to 
be a speedy and informal means of 
arriving at practical solutions to 
unresolved problems relating to 
(he preparation for and future 
conduct or the appeal. Attempts at 
“point scoring* would not be 
tolerated. 

The supervising lord justice 
would have read m advance the 
judgment under appeal, the notice 
of appeal and any respondent's 
notice, together with any corres- 
’ pondence or other documents 
which raised or defined the issues 
to be derided at the directions 
hearing. 

Advocates should therefore pro¬ 
ceed straightaway to make their 
points about those Issues briefly 
and without any opening or pre¬ 
amble. The costs of such directions 
hearings would be in the discretion 
of ffie court in the usual way. 


Although a shorthand note of 
the hearing would he taken, a 
detailed ur lengthy judgment 
would noi normally he given. 

7 To ensure that all requests for 
directions were centrally mon¬ 
itored and correctly allocated, all 
requests for directions or rulings, 
whether relating to listing or any 
other matters, should be made to 
the Civil Appeals Listing Office. 
Those seeking directions or rulings 
must nut approach the supervising 
ford justice either directly, or via 
his or her c-ferk. 

S Where leave to appeal had been 
granted by a single lord justice, he 
or she might well give directions at 
that stage concerning the future 
progress and conduct of the 
appeal. 

9 U directions were requested or 
needed dose to the hearing date, 
the matter would normally he 
referred to the presiding" lord 
justice of the court in which the 
appeal was due to be heard. He or 
she would then make the necessary 
directions as a single lord justice or 
refer the matter to the fall court. 

10 The management of the list 
would continue to be dealt whh by 
the listing officer under the over¬ 
sight of the Registrar. Subject to 
any direction given in any individ¬ 
ual case by the full court or by a 
lord justice, the Registrar and 
deputy registrar would continue in 
exercise their powers to ghe direc¬ 
tions: see Order 59. rule- 9i3) and 
(4J and MffAI. 

11 The current supervising ford 
justices were: 

Lady Justice Butier-Sloss and 
Lewd " Justice Thorpe: Family 
appeals. 

Lord Justice Millets and Lord 
Justice MorritU Appeals from the 
Chonoeiy Division. 

Lord Justice Pill: Appeals from 
the Lands Tribunal and cases 
involving issues relating to plan¬ 
ning. highways, footpaths or the 
Countryside Act J968. 

Lord Justice Aidous: Patent 
appeals. 

Lord Justice Schiemann: Public 
law appeals (including appeals 
from Lhe Immigration Appeals 
Tribunal) and rases involving 
points of European Community 
law. 

Lord Justice Brooke: Appeals 
from the county courts, other than 
family cases. 

Lend Justice Judge: Appeals 
from the Queen’s Bench Division. 

Lord Justice Waller. Appeals 
from the Commercial CourL 

Lord Justice Mummery: Ap¬ 
peals from tribunals (other than 
(he Immigration Appeals Tribunal 
and the Lands Tribunal). 

12 As this system was new and 
experimental, any suggestions for 
improvement would always be 
weloome. Any suggestions or com¬ 
ments should be made in writing 
addressed to the Master of the 
Rolls. 


Judge must decide clash 
of medical opinion 


Sewell v Electrolux lid 


Before Lord Justice Hutchison and 
Lord Justice Thorpe 


(Judgment October 8J 
A judge hearing a daim for 
damages for personal injury from 
an acridcni at work where the sole 
issue turned on conflicting expert 
molted opinion, had to address 
and resolve that conflict. He could 
not decide the rase without making 
findings of fact or giving proper 
reasons but by relying on the 
burden of proof. 

The Coun uf Appeal so held 
allowing an appeal by the plaintiff. 
Mr Peter Sewell, from the judg¬ 
ment of Mr Recorder J. P. N. 
Hailam given in Middlesbrough 
County Court on July S, 1996. in 
which he had held that a work¬ 
place accident in 1990 was not the 
cause of the plaintiffs back injury. 

The coun ordered the retrial of 
the plaintiffs action against his 
employer. Electrolux Lid. 

Mr Ian Ashford-Thom for the 
plaintiff; Mr Mark Grenyer for 
Efectrolux. 


LORD JUSTICE HUTCHISON 
said that liability had been admit¬ 
ted by Electrolux and the only 
issue was damages. At the centre of 
the case lay an important conflict 
of medical opinion between the 


medical experts tilled by 111* 
parties as to whether or not the 
accident had caused the serious 
lumbar back trouble from which it 
was common ground that the 
plaintiff suffered. 

Electrolux'S case was that the 
plaintiff's disability was un¬ 
connected with the acodmi and 
had its origins in a degenerative 
condition pre-dating the accident. 

There was a dear cut and 
irreconcilable difference of opinion 
between the two consultant ortho¬ 
paedic surgeons which it had been 
for the recorder to resolve. Bui the 
plain riff submitted that the re¬ 
corder had never grappled with 
that matter abdicating his respon¬ 
sibility by simply stating that the 
plaintiff had not on the issue of 
causation, discharged the onus or 
proof. 

The recorder had failed. Mt 
A shford-Thom said, properly to 
define the issues, to make any 
appropriate findings of fact, had 
given no proper reasons for his 
conclusion and had wrongly re¬ 
sorted to falling back on the 
burden of proof. 

On the evidence before the 
recorder it had been plainly open 
to him to accept or reject the 
plaintiffs case. 

However, there were some is¬ 
sues which needed to be resolved 


before that crucial question cnuld 
be decided. The reenrder in his 
judgment had not satisfactorily 
resolved the issue nr made any 
clear findings of fact. He had 
mentioned but had not attempted 
to resolve the difference of medical 
opinion. He had then stated and 
had rchrraied that the onus of 
proof was on the plaintiff. 

Nowhere had the mnst im¬ 
portant conflict of medical evi¬ 
dence been assessed or sought to 
be resolved by the recorder. One 
was left with the distinct im¬ 
pression that he had abdicated the 
duty to state his findings and. 
feeling unable to resolve the medi¬ 
cal conflicts, had resorted to the 
primary burden of proof as a 
means of deciding the case. 

That was not a legitimate ap¬ 
proach in such cases which re¬ 
quired the recorder to address and 
resolve the central issues and such 
of the subsidiary issues as it was 
necessary to resolve to decide the 
central issue. 

In the circumstances the plaintiff 
did not obtain a decision of his case 
such as he was entitled to and a 
new trial before a different judge 
should be ordered. 


Lord Justice Thorpe agreed. 
Solicitors: Rowley Ashworth. 
Leeds: Jacksons, Middlesbrough. 


Providing pharmaceuticals in 
a supermarket 


Regina v Maldon District 
Council. Ex parte Pattani 
Before Mr Justice Collins 


{Judgment October 16| 

Providing pharmaceutical prod¬ 
ucts either on prescription or for 
ordinary sale was a form of the 
reiail rale of goods and where 
planning permission was given for 
the building of a supermarket, that 
was capable of including facilities 
for a pharmacist providing such 
services. 

Mr Justice Collins so held in (he 
Queen's Bench Division when 
refusing the application of Mr 
Ashok Pattani for judicial review 
by way of certiorari to quash the 
decision of Maldon District Coun¬ 
cil not to lake require Tesco to dose 
a pharmacy that had begun to 
operate in one of their 
supermarkets. 

The applicant was operating a 
pharmacy in Maldon when Tesco 
built (heir out of town store nearby 
pursuant to planning permission 
for a supermarket. They then 
made it possible for another of 
Maldon"s pharmacies to relocate to 
a sire within the supermarkcL 


The applicant complained to 
Tesco and later to the local 
authority that pharmaceutical 
sales were not within the meaning 
of retail rales under Pan A of the 
Schedule to the Town and Country 
Planning (Use Classes) Order (SI 
1987 No 764) so that there had been 
a change of land use contrary to 
planning permission for the Tesco 
site. 

Part A of the Schedule to the 1987 
Order provides: 

“Class Al: Shops: Use for all or 
any of the following purposes — (a) 
for the retail sale of goods other 
than hot food.. ." 


Mr Robin BarratL QC and Mr 
Clive Lewis for the applicant; Mr 
Timothy Comer for the local 
authority; Mr Duncan Ousdey. 
QC and Miss Jane Oldham for 
Tesco. 


MR JUSTICE COLLINS said 
that many supermarkets now con¬ 
tained pharmacies. The pharmacy 
did not prevent the whole still 
properly being described as a 
supermarket 

Permission to develop the site as 
a supermarket carried with it 


permission to trade, in the build¬ 
ing. in anything which could 
ordinarily and properly be re¬ 
garded as obtainable in a super¬ 
market whose primary function 
was to sell food. 

Mr Barran had argued that 
permission to operate a super¬ 
market denoted a permission to 
sell goods by retail. The operation 
of a pharmacy was not. he submit¬ 
ted. to sell by retail. 

So far as private prescripriuns 
were concerned that seemed to his 
Lordship to be wrong. The need to 
have a prescription from a doctor 
to enable the drug to be obtained 
did not prevent the transaction 
between the patient and the 
pharmacist being an ordinary sale. 

In the case of prescriptions 
under the National Health Service 
the position was different bui the 
pharmacist was. in truth making a 
supply in circumstances corres¬ 
ponding to a retail sale and in his 
Lordship's judgment any change 
of use could not be described as 
material. 

Solicitors: Wollastons. Chelms¬ 
ford: Mr Jeremy Baker. Maldon; 
Benvin Leighton. 
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PRINCIPAL/ 
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£65,472 - £84,178 per annum 



The School of Management is a large and developing part of 
Heriot-Wau University, comprising a range of disciplines including 
business strategy, marketing, organisational behaviour, logistics, 
human resource management, economics, accountancy and finance. 
The School invites applications for a Chair in business strategy or 
marketing. Candidates should be experienced researchers with an 
established international reputation, capable of providing the 
academic leadership that will contribute to a high research rating 
for the School in RAE2000. The University seeks to appoint 
someone to this Chair who could, in due course, become 
Head of School. 


Swindon College is one of the country's largest and most successful 
Further Education corporations, generating over one million FEFC 
tariff units and including 400 + HEFCE funded degree and HND 
students. The annual budget exceeds £18m. 



University 
of Durham 


The College prides itself on its total commitment to its students and 
surrounding rural district where business, andteamiog, is thriving. 


Headships of Durham Colleges 


The Headships of three Colleges foil vacant in October 1998. Each College is part of a thriving 
academic community with its own special and highly individual character: 





The successful candidate will be expected to take up his/her duties 
as soon as possible. The salary will be commensurate with 
qualifications and experience. 

Informal enquiries are encouraged to the Head of School, Professor 
Paul Hare (Tel: 0131 451 3483: e-mail: p.g.hare@hw.acuk and the 
School's Web pages http://www/hw -ac.uk/somWWW\somweb). 

For written particulars, please contact the Personnel Office, 
He riot-Watt University, Edinburgh, EH 14 4AS, tel: 0131 451 
3475 (24-bours) quoting ReE 179/97/T. Applications, consisting 
of detailed CV, names of three referees and a letter explaining 
your suitability for thin appointment, should be submitted to the 
Personnel Office by 12 December 1997. 


We are looking for an inspirational leader to meet the challenge of 
taking on one of the most exciting posts in Further Education. You wilt 
need senior management experience within an educational 
establishment combined with the ability to motivate and influence 
others and be atfle to maintain and deliver the highest possible 
Standards. JF 

. Jy 

A stratcgicpnd innovative thinker and ideally a post graduate you will 
possessexceptional interpersonal skills and act as an agent of change, 
managing finances, preparing budgets, overseeing strategic 
development as well as forging partnerships with other education 
provides, community leaders and employers. 

For an^anplicatioa form And further details, please contact 
Pearsonnef^Rffces-00^01793 498416/7 (an answering service is in 
operation outside of office hours). Cloang Date: 24th November 
1997. Interview Date: 15th/16th December 1997. 


University College, Durham's oldest college based in Durham Castle and new accommodation nearby, 
with 360 resideotial students and 180 living ouL 


St Aidan’s College, originally designed by Sir Basil Spence, houses a total student population of 
approximately 700, with about 250 non-resident each year. 


Van Mildert College, the “College on the Lake”, has over 650 students of whom about half are resident. 


The University wishes to appoint scholars with a strong background in both teaching and research who 
also have the ability and experience to provide strategic direction of their College, promote the academic 
and general welfare of its students and staff, and be involved in external fund-raising in support of its 
future development II is expected that the successful candidates will play a significant role in an 
appropriate Univereity department, with time shared equally between department and the College. 

The appointments are tenable from 1 October 1998, at a salary level to be negotiated with the 
successful candidates. 


For informal discussion of these posts, please contact Professor E A V Ebsworth. Vice-Chancellor and 
Warden of the Durham Colleges on 0191 374 7681. 


Heriot-Watt University 

Edinburgh 




% 


Details about the Colleges and the individual posts may be obtained from the Director of Personnel, 
University of Dnrfaam, Old Shire Hall, Dnrham DH1 3HP (let 0191 374 3140, fax: 0191 374 7253 or 
e-mail: Snr.Recrnit@dnrham.ac.nk). 

Closing date: Friday 5 December 1997. Please quote reference C047. 
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ENGLISH SPEAKING KINDERGARTEN 
OF OULU 


COURSES 


• We ere looting for • wtlw Engfi* speaker to teach 
EnfMsh as a second language to ebbdreo aged 3 to 6 yrs. 


EASTER COURSES 
AT 

HERTFORD COLLEGE 

OXFORD 


Applications are invited for the post of 

BURSAR AND CLERK 
TO THE GOVERNORS 


• QaalifiatfaflK BA ED wttb Q.T.S. 


[•Hew ae»f GV.awJ personal educational phBosopby by 
5 Dec. 1997 


[•Address: 


#* 0"*** 


with effect from 1 April 1998 at a GSA 
school providing day and boarding education 
for 270 girls aged 11 -18. 


Ooftm EagOdd hftttidi 
Kasanai 5 90100 Onto Finland 
Td;+358-8-3117871 

F«c+358-8-378875 


LA DOLCE URGUA 
Sweet talk 
the Rations 
With a course ai 

THE BRITISH 
INSTITUTE 
Piazza Strom 2 
50123 futnze. Italy 
Tei 0039 66 2B4031 
Fat 0039 SB 2B7071 


A-LEVEL & GCSE 


Fora Prospectus cad: 
0(865-242670 


QjctwcS Tutors 
GrcjffHars 
Orient OXl 1LD 




1 


This key position carries the appropriate 
level of salary. 


Applicants should be in sympathy with the 
educational and Christian aims of the School. 



Lttctfey-OakfieW School, 
Wokingham, Berks. RG 40 3 £U. 

TeL 0118 9743209; Fax. 0118 9770305. 


WANTeD 
KEEN READERS 
(Spot oar errors!) 
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1 « ni iM w rt Jammlmto »*b our hefe ia maatoae «ad amtofac. 
Not everyone can In nccofoL in with appUaHi m *4* weld be dir 
<mt jn» bwr fata locking far. 

Ym need —~ nd a ibap eye. Your age and (art a toad b 
iu efcv a a.Senddda a h BMM alnaiind Onm hataya o an find 
(cr irla ii m m). We vfll ml a CTLEE FU0ECRB rf c«r. 
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JOB HUNTING? 

Have you Men how many jobs 
want computer sUHs 
Windows 95, PowwPoM, spreadsheets, 
databases, keyboard gfciHa? 


ChqMone, 

2 SostiKndttV Wist, Enter, EX1 UG. 
Tefepboae 01392 499 * 0 , Tbs 013K4MOM 


Atman peoMss a (esc dkethe computer, tsemariaiand 
oflfca stift training. 


r co an — h/rendua tss starting now. 
CALL 0171 2424392 NOW 


4CK3 CHANCERY LANE. LONDON. V/C2A UB 


JET is an official Japanese 
government programme for 
graduates of any cfiscipfine, 
which offers challenging 
salaried work in Japan for 
a year or more. 



CLARE HALL 


japan 
Exchanges 
leading (JET) 
Programme J 


Approx. 550 vacancies as Assistant Language 

Teachers in Japanese schools. Thirty graduates 
with good Japanese are also required as 
Coortfinators for International Relations 


parBdpxtejvoe&K Baqigrecaats; . 
♦ffiaHnefftarefo Jasaw 


Application deadline: 5 December 
For fattier info, send your name & address on 
a postcard to: Sunil TTmar. JET Programme 
Desk, Council, 52 Poland Street, London WlV 
4JQ. Tel: 0171478 2010,E-mal jetmfo@oee.org 


QEE: Cfamdl op Isfenraingai Education] Exchaage 


Cambridge 

Research Fellowships 

Arts and Social Sciences 
The Governing Body ot Clare Han proposes to elect 
ore stipendiary Research Fellow and two or more 
noresfipenday Research Fellows tn the Arts and 
Social Sciences for a period ot three years starting 
mainly from October 199& There are no restrictions 
on aget. sax or previous starring, except that those 
who have previously held College Research 
Feiowships h Oxford a Cambridge are not eligible. 
The dosing date for the receipi at applications and 
references is Monday 15 December 1997. 

Appfcation forms may be obtained {written 
requests only, stamped addressed envelope 
roqukBdJ tram: The TVnoriai Secretary, Clare Hafi. 
Cartridge CB39AL, UK. 

Canddates wtt be asked on toeir appfcafions to stria 
vtettor. in tea event of their not being ejected to the 
slfaendbiy fellowship, they would be ruling to accept 
a non^tipendiary telowship; before elections to steh 
a feflowsNp, cancWatBs woitd need id demonstrate 
to ths Comrransa teat thay wa have financial stpport 


from other sources. 
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Srikumar Sen, boxing correspondent, listens to the master motivator 


Roach gives 
Moorer 
the freedom 
to fight 


jACKDBgser 


MICHAEL MOORER is a 
rwo-time world champion, 
and has the distinction of 
being one of only two heavy¬ 
weights to have beaten 
Evander Hoiyfidd. the man 
who humiliated Mike Tyson 
twice. Yet Moorer. who holds 
the international Boxing Fed¬ 
eration (IBF) title, remains 
largely unfulfilled as a 
champion. 

Just as Holyfield was once 
considered too small to be 
taken seriously as a heavy¬ 
weight. the 6ft 2in former 
erui serwetghr from Detroit is 
not seen as a champion who 
will one day be worthy of a 
place alongside the greats of 
the division. No wonder, then, 
that he is remembered not so 
much for his achievements as 
for the knockout he suffered at 
the hands of George Foreman, 
the 46-year-old grandfather 
from the era of true 
heavyweights. 

All that will change here in 
Las Vegas tomorrow, accord¬ 
ing to Moorer's new trainer. 
Freddie Roach. Boxing people 
will see Moorer in a better 
light. Roach said, after he has 
knocked out Holyfield in three 
rounds. Roach’s claim left the 
experts reeling. Was he talk¬ 
ing about the man who had 
struggled against Vaughn 


Bean, known in the trade as 
“Never Been", in his last fight? 
The man Teddy Atlas, one of 
the leading trainers in the 
world. laboured to motivate 
for three years, then gave up 
in despair four months ago? 

Roach, who has had seven 
world champions in his care, 
including Steve Collins, of 
Ireland, believes that Adas 
had not understood Moorer, 
and had been unable to get five 
best out of him. Atlas was too 
dominant a personality. He 
should have allowed a com¬ 
plex and introspective charac¬ 
ter like Moorer. who finds it 
difficult id elaborate on topics, 
and mumbles in monosylla¬ 
bles in the best traditions of 
the Marlon Brando school of 
acting, to be himself. 

Moorer said: “Freddie al¬ 
lows me to be me. That's what 
h boils down to ... to be me. 
I’m allowed to do whatever I 
want to do. If 1 like fighting 
one day. I’m going to fight. If I 
feel like boxing one day, I box. 
If J feel like knocking some¬ 
body out. 1 knock him oul~ 

Roach said that by giving 
Moorer concessions that Adas 
had refused him. he has been 
able to revive the old competi¬ 
tiveness of his light-heavy¬ 
weight days in the Kronk gym 
in Detroit. 



Balance of power Moorer. left has been allowed to dictate many of his own strategies to his trainer. Roach 


“Michael responds to re¬ 
spect.” Roach said. “1 was 
surprised when he came to my 
gym and asked if he could 
knock his sparring partners 
out Teddy wouldn't let me/ 
he said. I said: ‘Sure, if you 
want to knock sparring part¬ 
ners out go ahead.' They get 
paid well enough. He's been 
through nine sparring part¬ 
ners.” 

Roach then said that 
Moorer asked him if he could 
have music in the gym. That 
too had been stopped by Adas. 
“I said he could have music, 
but not during sparring, and 
he accepted it Michael had 


also not been allowed to have 
his entourage in the gym, and 
I agreed to let them in.” 

Finally, Roach even agreed 
to let Moorer run at night 
instead of the morning. Adas, 
being a disciplinarian who 
taught Tyson to box. had 
refused to let Moorer sleep 
late, something the boxer likes 
to do. Roach said that there 
seemed little point in objecting 
when Moorer pointed out that 
since he would be boxing at 
night, it made sense for him to 
run at night as well. 

The trainer laughed at the 
desperate measures employed 
by Adas to motivate Moorer. 


Had Atlas acceded to 
Moorer’s simple requests, he 
would not have had to sit on 
his stool at the end of a round 
late in the bout with Hoiyfidd, 
and tell die surprised boxer 
that if he did not want to fight, 
he would finish the job for 
him. That incident received 
wide publicity, and rankled 
with Moorer. 

Roach said: “You can’t do 
that to a fighter who demands 
respect That was the greatest 
story ever told. The commen¬ 
tators were going crazy, listen¬ 
ing to Teddy. But it achieved 
nothing because Michael went 
out ana did die same as he had 


beat doing all die time." 
Roach quickly realised that 
Moorer needed to rediscover 
his love for fighting. By allow¬ 
ing him to engage in hard 
fights with his sparring part¬ 
ners. before an appreciative 
entourage, he managed to put 
fire back into his boxing. 

Roach’s evaluation of 
Moorer appears to have been 
a correct one. Training has 
gone well. Moorer came in at 
2551b, and after eight weeks of 
training at his pace, he was 
down to 2231b. Yesterday he 
announced that he was ready 
for Hoiyfidd. Tin a fighter 
again,” he said. 



RUGBY LEAGUE: GREAT BRITAIN MUST BE WARY OF 1LL-DISC1PUNE IN SECOND INTERNATIONAL 

Daley says Australia will relish rough stuff 


Hughes: dismissed by note 


By Christopher Irvine 

A MORE uncompromising Great 
Britain peformance in the second 
British Gas international at Old 
Trafford tomorrow could play into 
opposition hands, especially if aggres¬ 
sion spills over into ill discipline. 
Laurie Daley, the Australia captain, 
said yesterday. 

Daley acknowledged that the Brit¬ 
ain side was stronger than that beaten 
33-14 at Wembley, but said that 
Australia would not take a backwards 
step. “If they want to get into that style 
of play, it will suit us down to die 
ground,” he said. “Our guys will be 
focused on wrapping up the series and 
playing good football. Well leave the 
other stuff to them.” 


Ryan Girdler. who kicked five goals 
for Australia at Wembley, failed a 
fitness test on a knee ligament injury, 
so Darren Lockyer will assume the 
place-kicking role, which he has done 
successfully for Brisbane this season. 
Brett Mullins moves into the centre 
and Ken Nagas, his Canberra col¬ 
league. is promoted to the right wing, 
with a first call for Russell Richard¬ 
son. the talented young Cranulla 
centre, on the bench. 

Just hours after the appointment of 
John Monie as his successor ax Wigan. 
Eric Hughes learnt of his dismissal as 
coach after nine months in a note left 
on his car after he returned from 
holiday on Wednesday night When 
he asked for a reason at a meeting 
with the club's board yesterday. 


Hughes was told that it was because of 
the club's change of management 

Hughes, who had 14 months of his 
contract left said: “It came as a bolt 
from the blue. I don’t want a legal 
battle and I hope that they pay up my 
contract. When members of the old 
board started to leave. I thought my 
job might be in jeopardy, but when we 
won the Premiership and reached the 
world dub championship quarter¬ 
finals. 1 was satisfied with the 
progress." 

A settlement wifi be reached with 
Hughes within seven days, according 
to Mike Nolan, the new Wigan 
chairman, who said that die dub 
would strive for the best He said that 
Monie, who enjoyed unparalleled 
success at Wigan from 1989-93, was 


the best coach available. Monie. who 
left Wigan for Auckland and has re¬ 
signed on a one-year contract with a 
12-month option, said: “It would have 
been difficult to come bade under the 
old board because when 1 left I was 
accused of being the devil and stealing 
players. I’m confident the dub is in the 
right hands now. There are a lot of 
good players here and it's my job to 
push the dub back up the mountain.” 

Hughes, who was dismissed by St 
Helens last year, said that he hoped to 
stay in the game. 

AUSTRALIA: D Lockyer (Brisbane): K Nagas (Can¬ 
berra). AEOngahrasn (CTOnute). B Muftis (Can¬ 
berra), W Safer (Brisbane): L Daley (Canberra, 
captain}. C Goner (Pemth); J Stevens (Cronuia), s 
Waters (North CkjeerdandL B Thom (Brietane), M 
Adamson (Penrth). Q Tatis (Brisbane), P Swti 
(Brisbane). fl Ubrtte te K R Haems {Mefcoumel, R 
Ffchanfeon (Cronuta). C GreenhB (CmnuOaJ. B 
Wmmoriey (Hunter). 
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Sheehan on bridge 




By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

In the Refresher last week. I discussed what opener needs to 
make a game try in a new suit (a ’Trial Bid*} after his suit has 
been raised. This week I will look at what responder needs to 
accept partner's try. The idea is to accept when maximum and 
reject when minimum, but it is not just the total points held but 
where they are placed- 

First, ir you are maximum you should always accept the game 
try unless you have a very bad holding in the trial suit, say three 
or four small. 

Second, if you are medium or minimum for your initial raise, 
it depends on how vour cards fit with the opener’s. Remember, 
partner should make a game try if he can see that two cards 
totalling six points would make game a good proposition. It 
follows, then, that when you haw two such cards you should 
accept the try. For example, with: 

*K65 V742 ♦9643 *K54 

you should bid Four Spades over a start of I ♦—2# —3*. even 
though you hold a bare minimum raise. 

You should also bid game with a shortage in partner's second 
suit and sufficient rrumps to be able to ruff any losers. The 
shorter your holding and the longer your trumps, the less you 
need in high cards to accept the try. Thus if you have four trumps 
and a singleton in the second sun. all you need is a side ace or 
king to raise to game. But if you have three trumps and a 
doubleton in the second suit, you need both an ace and a king in 
high cards. And there are clearly intermediate types between 
these two extremes. 

Look at the following hands and deride which should bid 
game after 1 ♦ — 2 ♦ — 3 


0) 

(2) 

t.3) 

w 

(5) 

(Si 


«Q764 VJ642 *1083 *A2 

♦ 01082 VKS64 *10853 *6 
♦004 *10863 *A8642 *7 

♦ 084 *JB * K Q 10 82 *764 

♦ 0742 *094 *0742 *106 

♦ Q84 V10942 *K753 *OB 


According to the guidelines set out above, you should accept on 
(If. (2) and (3) but reject on (4i. (5) and (6;. Next week we will look 
at responder’s game tries after opener has raised his suir. 

□ The Times Book of Bridge 1. a compendium of some of Robert 
Sheehan's daily columns, is now available in all good bookshops 
or direct from the publisher, B-T, Batsford. on 01376 321276. 
price £6.99 (plus El postage and packing] 

□ Robert Sheehan writes on bridge Monday to Friday in Sport 
and in the Weekend section on Saturday. 


WORD-WATCHING 


By Philip Howard 


h 


BIBLICALS 

DEMETRIUS 

a. A silversmith 

b. A gladiator 

c. A publican and sinner 

ZERUBBABEL 

a. The builder of Babel 

b. Leader of exiles 

c. A minor prophet 




AGABU5 

a. A prophet 

b. A procurator 

c. A converted slave 

SIHON 

a. Blood money 

b. Zion 

c. King of the Antonies 

Answers on page SO 



By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Top scorer 

Although disappointing over¬ 
all. there were some highlights 
to the performance of the 
British Chess Federation team 
in the world team champion¬ 
ship at Lucerne in Switzer¬ 
land. which concluded earlier 
this week. The weak links in 
the chain were grandmasters 
Julian Hodgson and John 
Nunn, the BCF reserves, who 
between them succeeded only 
in scoring I h points from five 
games. For any team to per¬ 
form well in such an event, it is 
usually essential that the low¬ 
er boards notch up a high 
score. 

On the other hand, the 
British Chess Federation’s top 
four players, Nigel Short. 
Michael Adams. Matthew 
Sadler and Jon Speelman 

collectively made an excellent 
score. Matthew Sadler, die co- 
British champion, distin- 
ished himself by winning 
ve games, drawing two and 
losing two. He thus played in 
every single round and made 
an overall score of plus three, 
the highest of any BCF piayw. 
Here is one of his wins. 

White; Vera 
Blade Sadler 

World team championship 
Lucerne 1997 

Queen's Gambit Accepted 
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U Raymond Keene writes cm 
chess Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 



WINNING tfeOVE 


fly Raymond Keene 

White to play. This position is 
from the game Rabincwitsch 
— Malakov, Tallinn 1907. 

White has -two strong 
passed pawns in this 
endgame, but must also keep 
an eye on Black’s pawns on 
the queenside. How did he 
now achieve this? 

Solution on page SO 
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Brebant plays on 
despite dismissal 

■ ICE HOCKEY: Rick Brebant was dismissed as coach of foe 
Newcastle Cobras yesterday — but he still played for them in 
the second leg of the Benson and Hedges Cup semi-finaj 
against Cardiff Devils last night (Norman de Mesquita writes). 
Brebant’s departure followed foe Cobras’ failure to win a 
Super league game this season. 

An early season programme of five away games was not 
kind to the Cobras and Brebant, who had retired as a player, 
made a comeback in response to mounting injury problems. 
His playing registration will be retained by the dub and Chris 
Norton, who has been Brebanfs assistant, has been put in 
temporary charge of team affairs. 

White wipes out Gray 

■ SNOOKER: Jimmy While, foe favourite, took only 55 
minutes to defeat David Gray 541 in the last Mi of the Benson 
and Hedges championship at Malvern yesterday. White 
ontscored Gray 427-95. with runs of48.75.36.40.38 and 100 — 
his third century of foe tournament "That's the type of top 
snooker I’m hoping to play all season.” White said. In the 
quarter-finals. White will meet Andy Hicks, who defeated 

Graeme Doll 5-1. White has not won a tournament since the 

European League in 1993. Jon Birch compiled a break of 
115 during hK 5-3 win over Tony Knowles. 

Floodlight foursome 


rh Warwickshire are to play four of their nine Axa Life 
League matches under floodlights at Edgbasion new summer, 
those against Lancashire. Glamorgan. Essex and Hampshire. 
Warwickshire pioneered floodlit cricket last season when a 
crowd of 15, DUO watched their Axa Life League match with 
Somerset. The county are considering plans for permanent 
lighting as well as a new pavilion and a new stand in a £25 
million project to raise the ground capacity io 25,000. 

Rhodes fights for tide 

■ BOXMG; RyamKhodes will join the British assault on 
World Boxing Organisation (WBO) titles next month. 

Rhodes will meet Otis Grant of Canada, for the vacant 
middleweight title in his home town of Sheffield on Decem¬ 
ber 13. Rhodes, who relinquished the British li ght - 
middleweight crown to move up a derision, said: “Gnutf is a 
sharp type ofboxcr. but not a big puncher, more of a 

wea ruig-dowti kind of fighter. I fed I am ready for him.” 

Eton claim record 

■ RACKETS: Eton, the holders, wot the Nod Bruce Cup for 

a record eighteenth time on Wednesday at Queen’s Clubwhen ‘ 
Willie Boone and Alex Smrth-Bingham hear the Welli ngton . 
College pairing of Toby Sawrey-Cookson and Tim Cockroft 4-3 
in an absorbing final lasting nearly three hours. It was 
Boone'S thirteenth win. also a record, for foe event which is 
contested by foe old boys of independent schools. 


HOCKEY 


Giles fires 
England 
to series 
success 


Egypt....--3 

England.° 


From Sydney Frtskin 

IN CAIRO 


HAT-TRICKS by Calum 
Giles and Bela! Ibrahim, foe 
Egypt centre forward, were 
the highlights of a goal spree 
which ended yesterday with 
England taking a 3-0 lead in 
foe five-match international 
series here. 

A number of simple 
chances were missed by both 
sides, especially foe Egyp¬ 
tians, who could have reduced 
the gap in the last five 
minutes. In the second hall 
they made 12 excursions into 
the circle, compared with six 
by England. 

Egypt had taken a surpris¬ 
ing 2-1 lead w ithin U minutes. 
Garcia converted a penalty 
stroke in the fourth minute; 
but Egypt retaliated with two 
goals by Ibrahim, from open 
play arid a short comer. 

Equality was restored in the 
nineteenth minute when 
Sharpe scored with ah angled 
foot after a combined raid on 
the Egypt goal Giles then 
advanced from the bench to 
strike England’s second short 
comer, but cloaked his inten¬ 
tions skilfully by working foe 
ball to Garda, who pul Eng¬ 
land 3-2 ahwiL 

A minute before halftime, 
Egypt’s outride left, Moha- 
med Samir, steered foe ball 
wide of an open goaL Almost 
on half-time, Giles, now per¬ 
manently in attack, converted 
England’s sixth short comer.' 
So, Egypt, having missed a 
glorious chance to get back 
into the match. were2-4 down. 

In the first minute of foe 
second half Mason made a 
diving save at a short comer 
as Egypt took up foe running. 
England, too, were soon into 
their stride; and Giles, receiv¬ 
ing a pass from Hall, scored 
with a soft shot Egypt imm¬ 
ediately changed their goal¬ 
keeper. 

Giles completed his hat- 
trick in the 58th minute, with a 
superb conversion of a short 
comer for a 6-2 lead. But 
Egypt started..a, spirited 
fightback. Waugh brought 
foe house down in foe fast 
minute by crashing into the 
goal in a vain attempt to 
prevent Ibrahim from com¬ 
pleting his hat-trick. 

Today is a rest day. There 
will be matches tomorrow 
and Sunday. 

EGYPT: Hatem Gorot. Haassn Hasan, 
Abdel Kfcalak (captain). Mohwned Yaser. 
Yaser Morten, Emad Amin, Mohamad 
Sayad, Ahmed Said. Betel brahkrv Ahmad 
Hamouda. Mohamad S»rtr Subst it utes 
uaeftAcfcam Syed. Syed Musa. Mohamad 

elMelah. 

BiOLAND: S Mason; A Humphrey. J Hals. 
J Wyatt, 0 Barnes, D Woods. J PxJcock. R 
Garda (cancan). B Sharpe. R CiUCHay, C 
Mayer. SobStutea watt C Gaea, D Hal 

Manprwt Kocher, W Wau^i 
Umpii*K Tan* Mostafe. (Egypt) and 

A Hayas (EnolBfl4 


CRICKET 


\ 


Klusener 
crushes 
weakened 
Sri Lanka 

lance KLUSENER Trade a 
rapid half-century, then took 
six wickets as South Africa 
hnat an under-strength Sn j.E 
Lanka side by 66 runs in the \ 
lari league match of the four- 
team tournament in Lahore 

yesterday. 

Both sides had already qual¬ 
ified for the final tomorrow, so 
Sri Lanka rested their destruc¬ 
tive opening batsman. 
Jayasuriya, and the bowlers. 
Vans and MuraJitbaran- 

South Africa, who lost the 
toss, took foil advantage, 
reaching 31J for nine off 50 
overs to post their highest 
limited-overs total against Sri 
Lanka. Kirsten, the opening 
batsman, made 50, and 
Klusener (54) and the captain. 
Cronje (50). also contributed - 
half-centuries. • *' 

Sri f anlca made a dreadful ' * 
start in reply, at one stage 
slipping to 72 for six as 
Klusener ripped through the 
batting. His career-best haul 
of six for 49included Atapattu, 
Mahanama, Ranatunga, the 
captain, for a duck, and the 
dangerous Aravinda de Silva, 
who was caught cheaply at 
square leg by Symcox. 

The Sri Lankans, trying to 
avoid what only their second 
defeat in their lari 15 one-day 
matches, fought back late in 
the innings with Dharmasena 
and the wicketkeeper, Lanka 
de Silva, putting on 93 runs in 
99 balls for foe seventh wicket 

But foe run rate grew too 
high and the pair had to be 
content with setting personal 
best one-day’ scores. 
Dharmasena finishing on 69 
not out and de Silva 57. Sri 
Lanka reached 245 for nine /• 
from their 50 overs. S 

SOUTH AFRICA 

A C Hudson c L K L do She b Uyanage 10 
G KSretwi c Arnold b PA de 5tva_ ....SO 

L Busener c Atapaflu bOhan ra sena_54 

D J Outran c Uyanage b Chandar a .36 

*W J Crer^ecChandwa b P A cto Stei.SO 

J N Rhodes cand b.DhM ma sana_24 

SMFoOodtc Arnold bDhamasana.-.- 37 
tD J Rlchonfcran c Rratunga 

bSCdsSawu.....S 

P L Symcox not out __—.• —.22 

PScfeVtMmbSCdaSiva-6 

PRAetams noted..'_j—:—.0 

Baras (b 5, lb 2.* 7.* 3) -- -V 

ToM (9 wtds, 50 oim)—;-311 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-12, 240. 3-154, 

4-185. 5-200, M72.7=274.8-2®, 9-308. 
BOWING. Uyanage 9-0-67-1; S C de SHva 
9-1-51-2; Dbamuoana 100462; Chan¬ 
dra 10085-1. P A de Sin 8061-2: 

Arnold 4-0-24-0. 

SRI LANKA 1 

MS AtapaOu c Polocfc D Kteonor .25 

R P Arnold c Richardson b raBoek_ — - 11 

-RSMahenBnabwbKluorar.-:-9 

P Ads Ska cSynmtbKIusmr_6 

H PTBekvatne neiom __-8 

'AftansiungafawbiauMnar-0 

ISKLdswa twbDdVMBs'-57 

H D P K O ha i ma aan a not cut _69 ». 

U U Chandra c Rhodes b Kusener2 C 

OKUysnaQscandbKkisshBr-22'^ 

SCdsSteanotou._5 1 

Bdras (bB, w 17, nb 4)- -X 

Total (9 wfcta, 50 overs)-345 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-35. 3-46, 3-55, *81. 

582,6-72,7-1®. 8-172,9:227 
BOWLWGt Polo* 10037-1: Os VBera 
02-38-1: Klusener 100-498; Adams 60- 
350; Syrrxxw 4-0-250; Cranjo 100-490; 
Hudson 10-3-0 
Mono! Bis match: L Klusener 
Umpsss: Mbn Astern and Nadr Junior 
(both PMdstanJ. 

Fkiai posMons 

P W L T PTb 

South Alnca- 3 3 0 0 6 

SH Lar*a_- 3 2 10 4 

Pakistan_ 3 12 0 2 

WWIntaK. 3 0 3 0 0 
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RACING 


Fractured leg rules 
Singspiel out 
of Breeders’ Cup 

From Chris McGrath at Hollywood park 


SINGSPIEL. conqueror of so 
many foreign fields, was yes¬ 
terday fighting his bravest 
battle yet. He sustained a 
serious leg injury while pre¬ 
paring for the Breeders’ Cup 
Turf at Hollywood Park to¬ 
morrow, and will require sur¬ 
gery on a fractured cannon- 
bone to be saved for stud. 
Singspiel’s defining assets, of 
durability and versatility, will 
be coveted indeed, for be has 
left an aching void at the heart 
of a demoralised European 
team. 

The five-year-old has nar¬ 
rowed die global sport’s hori¬ 
zons over the past 12 months, 
with famous wins in the 
Dubai World Cup and Japan ' 
Cup taking him to a new 
European prize-money record. 
He certainly looked as mar¬ 
bled and magnificent as ever 
as he cantered out of the back 
stretch and disappeared into 
the mist yesterday morning. It 
was die last time anyone saw 
this wonderful athlete in such 
elegant motion. 

Visibility was barely a hun¬ 
dred yards as Michael Stouts, 
his trainer, waited for his 


champion to complete the 
circuit He seemed to have an 
unexpectedly long wait, and 
eventually marched off into 
the fag himself. As he did so. a 
chilling spectre emerged: the 
dim outline of Singspiel hob¬ 
bling besides his dismounted 
work-rider. Kevin Bradshaw. 

The travelling circus of Eu¬ 
ropeans — trainers, staff and 
press — watched dumbstruck 
as Singspiel was led bade into 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap: ANGSTROM 
{330 Doncaster) 
Next best: Paining Stairs 
(1.50 Hexham} 


his barn by an ashen-faced 
trainer. The horse was dearly 
very distressed, tardy able to 
walk. Minutes later Anthony 
Stroud, racing manager to 
Sheikh Mohammed, emerged 
to confirm everyone's worst 
fears. This most valiant of 
equine soldiers was fighting 
for his life 

“Kevin stud that he seemed 


•Ai . __ 
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THUNDERER 

120 Rubon Prince. 1J50 Anita's Gem. 220 Heavens 
Above. 2.50 High Panhowe. 320 Wild Brook. 3.50 
House Of Dreams. 


GOING: 6000 TO FIRM (6000 IN PLACES) _SB 

I .20 BUCHANAN ALES MAIDEN CHASE 

(£2,725:3m 11) (11 runners) 

1 f-40 BABY JAKE 88 (9 J faonl Jotwaco 7-11-5 R IbontoP {3) 

2 4P6- CLDMROCHE UCKY 228 J Wide 7-11-5_S Taylor [5) 

3 633- C0UUTTTB)SCHEDULE 221 GRhtonh6-11-5_ ADobbti 

4 3RJF COTTSTOlWOTfiStatue* 6-11-5 UrMtadure (7) 

5 U32- raw LEADER 177 G] C Goa 7-11-5_P Garten? 

6 403- nitWUM370IkEStack6-1V5__KjoUSOi 

7 050- UJRD PIT 1M Us U UVnn 6-U-5_D Pater 

S OPO- WMLSPRUCE221 GMtons6-11-6_NBertay 

9 40U ftUBONPRftCEflUfttan6-11-6_TRttd 

10 S2-4 SlROffiSAUMG27POnsbrougb7-11-5_AS Sofa 

11 ms sue raarruDia*Mi-#_jBoa» 

2-1 Fan Leads. 11-4 Comtted SchnMB. 11-2 Catskm Bo?. 132 often 

1.50 FEDERATION BREWERY NOVICES HURDLE 

(£2,532:2m 4f 11 Oyd) (12) 

1 306- BOLD ACTION 2G5 J Tins 6-10-12_R Stefa 

2 0QQ COOLTDN HU. 38 JMtee 6-10-12-STaytarO! 

3 00-2 JUWOTOtEUI 35 JDtan 8-10-12-0 Stray 

4 0-5 KAT SARB Mtteiwant5-10-12 ft Gantry- 

5 P MONOTONY 23 C Graft 4-10-12.-- KAftnsm 

6 SOU- MVSHBWHXWli251JHaMrtJartm6-10-12 ASSdh 

7 4-68 RAMN6STAIRSZ7GRfctsids6-10-12_ADoMte 

8 FPP- SHOW TOUR HAHD2M (0/AS) L Uflga9-MM2 

■ W Doming (7) 

9 05- TEHJR BAY 322 C fata 5-10-18-Dfater 

10 M4 AHKA'S 6BI6 (V) Mb S Borthma 4-10-7 T J Itapiry 

. it 0 BUSHMOiS 48 FMutfai 4-107-C McCains* (f) 

r 12 aw BUffWKWBOEDlSsM tow 4-107-NSMkf 

11-8 Rfalsg Son. 11-2 tart. BoM kdion. Jvteo'i Dram. 8-1 rites 

2.20 KE0GHMS ALE CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS 
HANDICAP CHASE (£2,976:2m 41110yd) (7) 

1 24-F BALLYUNE 27 (GySl W fan 6-11-10-1. fi Mefaft 

3 540-JUKE BOX BaXYlte (OTA UR J tarn 9-11-0 ECafaftan 

3 -583 SPBBGUMOED24ffiflOrtta6-10-13- PMfaiy 

4 152S RBawa43(DT.8)MBanns7-10-10 - STayta 

5 245- 1MWIWD0KEV197MToHuwr7-10-10. CHeComockm 

6 3504 BIT OF A DREAM 4JG)IAsSSnrili 7-10-9 . R WMnson (3) 

7 138 HEAVBS ABOVE 1/ (BFJlfl Ftaphy5-1M _ RThnrnwn 
9-1 K»«s Abme. VI fteW Hna 5-1 BaOyfce. Natanoctay. 6-1 eftera 

2.50 DERATION BREWERY SELLING 

HANDICAP HURDLE (£1,725:2m 41110yd) (12) 

J 3214 l*WBS13<Ctf SMIfaw6-Jl-10-» Hand* (7) 

2 P-13 STRATHMORE LODGE 33 JV.fi) Ms l Ptafef 8-11-fl DBetay 

3 00-2 HffiHTBHWE 8 |R K Hogg 9-10-13-Ufoste 

4 fiV- CDPPSMRST 391 (CUS) *1 temp 5-10-10- C McCormack (7) 

5 6P8 ALLERST187 J finoUng MW-BGrtaffl 

6 4-01 7HARSK8p£GJ5>WMtil?-HW-STatorfi} 

7 C0-5 TOPUP44Mtew*-nW-BSfiwy 

B 0BF BOGDmWMttWtt Stow 5-100-Mlfctney 

9 BM BASSfCROFT23HssSWB bboo 7-10-0-Jaufae 

10 6330 MEAOCWLECK2D«Tntnj8-1M-ADwfagfT) 

IT OFF- OUSmmamWtAssMtmgnS-lM — D1temK(7) 

12 PU-P REGAL JEST 24 B Many 7-100-WOwn 

2- 1 HgH Perto we. 11-4 SUBrm Ledge. 3-1 Alonto. ftarfa 10-1 tern 

3.20 FEDERATION BREWERY MEDALLION LAGER 
NOVICES HANDICAP CHASE {£2,772:2m 110yd) (12) 

1 -625 H0UJBtSWLLZ7(DtfM Urate 5-11-10. Rltortwp) 

2 3U41 PAPARAZZOZ7JC0M)6UMoorsB-V-10 -ASM 

3 3232 WELL APPDKTS) 13 (Dit3) B to*wm 8-1M . B 

4 yU23 XAPETE13 (RMMaiwi 5-11-3- Rfatot 

5 424- SUHNY LHTH 245 P itonttflfi B-11-1-A Qgttft 

6 -3SP VISU) BROOK OJBR BEIIsnn 7-116—. DPbW 

J OOP- 7>Cl€Xrm72TMIEnLlii»8-1Wl. ~ 

8 -042 APPEARAHCE MTMEV 88 (D.6) F tojk* 6-10-11 PCarterry 

9 450. MUW6 332 DIWLWW -- 

10 aw AEBSTODEUUS ^Sslltostol 8-105 -- t Mm 

II fW BRQADWATH1 BOY 1028MHammt9-10-5 RBartUf 

12 OSO HWPWM23WCtertwto8-106. Wftwi 

4-t Papazz s ii-a WM Brook. Appearance Money. VMl AopaWafl. 6-1 often 

3.50 LCL POS HANDICAP HURDLE . 

(£2,138:2m) (11) 

1 61L f HOUSE OF DREAMS 22FB|SMMmrOl26 ~. JfSartlV 

2 W DWW CHROMCLE 39F fel P ^ 

3 4321 

4 -F33 KEWKff 23 (0.f) U fMumcwJ 4-H-5 - r g §ate»7 

5 m- AI»A2MGStt.f67pFflUBsMIS»rtn4-1l-t OBrfj 

6 054 «ySpJ7WMRSS«to6-1M --- *&»« 

7 Zil !®W®1154 flFjks) C Bnrt 6-11W- PCartwiJ 

a BID- APOUfl’S 0AUGHIER 2» (CD^ J GwMng 9-11^^ 

s •m. OfYOURWN 220 H Johnson vtt-2-— 

7 ® oS OTMOffOlWaM5£»«Mto5-106 ~- Dfato 

11 M50 rubSLAW 20 M to F lartj 5-10-0— Was Sian* (7) 

3- j Ur Grip 4-1 Wnrf, 9-2 W* «■» K * pd » n -*** 

COURSE SPECIAUSTS 

Irvn 48.39^ B ETcon. 7 2LCS 
meyc' h im|h 13 wiVRe Ww 46 iMes. 2B» ™ fajetej 9 
109. 223k 31ram 15. 

F aSifftan22. i82VTfttoL 18 fan TOS. USH. 

□ Dorans Pride beat Impmal Call by nine 
lengths in the Morris Oil Chased 
vesfeniay. Ladbrokes and WiDiam Hffl left 
^rans Pridenndwned at^Javountefor 
the Cheltenham Gold Cop. Imperial 

MwSscutfrom 1M to 10-1 by Ladbrokes and 
lfr-1 to 12-1 by Wflliam HDL 


THUNDER SI 

1.10 Chilled. 1.40 Monaco Gold. 2.10 Little Gains. 
2.40 OuaKtair Pride. 3.10 Smolensk. 3.40 Prussia. 

4.10 Baflindoo. 


GOING: GOOD _SIS 

1.10 HOUGHTON VAUGHAN MAIDEN HURDLE 

(£2.565:2m 6t 110yd) (8 runners) 

1 5PP- ALDfiEV AHSTOCRAT 247 F Uort 7-11-5 ... „ S MdM - 

2 W ALIWEV CAPTAM 714 F Uoyd 7-11-5_6 Wynne - 

3 art- CHUfl) 354 to J Reran 5-H-5_R Farrs* 86 

4 OR- DARK MAN 234 ifeUSUfcM 6-11-6_A Thorton 87 

5 XALADROSS 359 W Jots 6-11-5_TJeflta - 

6 UUP lAUNQtsafCT 6 AS) J Marta 6-11-5_T Bey - 

7 D- MVFfflEJO BUY 181 T(M5-11-5_JCafeOy - 

8 3 ROTALBAfiff 15 Ptown 7-11-5_Wltoan M 

6-4 CMM 9-4 teyal Bige. 3-1 (Uakasa. 8-1 LaBhsatod. 1V1 Dan Dr Iftn. 
25-1 Altary fatal UyHteotS&t}. 30-1 ACnyAteBort 

1.40 BfTERNATIONAL COMBUSTION 
NOVICES SELLING HURDLE 

(£1.942; 2m 4f 110yd) (16) 

f\ to MRwfcy 5-11-5 .Film 94 

Kny 10-10-12__ L Harvey - 

OTOWVIO-tr-J Ryan 93 

tim V10-12 ——G Tarray 

'AS) R Fta 9-10-12-Jfmrt 93 

i-l*..E Ho®n (3) - 

n 6-10-12-MAfttanid - 

B) J Bortey 4-10-12_Bftrtno SI 

a«n 5-10-12__ . — R Johnson - 

Arrow 7-10-r. _!»■ R Aothsi 87 

IR Btslff 5-10-12- I LMance 100 
94 B Catoy V10-1Z — L tort (3) - 

tess SWOon 6-10-7 .. HWfamm - 
J Mack* 4-10-7 — EHurtand (3) 97 
tos t SrUtfai 4-18-7 — A TTxrrtsa - 

H)JStoteta 6-10-7 ..SFnx - 

5-2 Mmaeo GakL »■? Kwtodi Boy. 6-1 Estono to 8-1 fart Hwd, Ihonas 
Craaa Tk> You VMns, KM Piwcdy ASab. 12-1 Mhco. 


2.10 ROYAL MAN. MIDLAIffiS 
NOVICES HANDICAP CHASE 

(£2.964: 2m 50 (8) 

1 1352 GLAMARGUIZ fl IC0JF.G) P Data 7-12-0 .. A P McCoy 120 

2 Rtf fflBCHB UCKZ1 (B.G)M 1—teMtonto7-116CUtowaim - 

3 24-6 CURRA6HPETERO toPBcMtee 10-10-7 . . LHarvey 100 

4 1F1F SAXON ICAO 14 flF/)P Hotel 7-10-7_B DummUf 106 

5 331- WOT NO 681165 (CD.F) A J Wttson 8-106 _ NWferoon 97 

6 432- A1TTIE SAWS 165RLee8-10-4_AUagure 117 

1 R225 CANT SAY 29 J BrsSey 5-1OC-B Fenton 104 

8 F384 TOTAL ASSET 17 A Fates 7-106-Guy Lyons 99 

9-4 Sum Mete. 7-2 GtoiWflta. 9-21«» Eta. 11-2 <*M Ms 6a 8-1 Rate 
Bert. 10-1 (toil Say. 14-1 ToW Asia. 20-1 Cwa$ Pels 


2.40 FLINT BISHOP A BARNETT 
CQNDrnONALS NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2.449: 2m) (11) 

1 -316 CLNK^OAMttRtttpRAlmsai-K-O _CRae 173 

2 0-23 SOLD® MAX8 J ttartk 4-11 -6_Ettefctod 109 

3 S3-2 QJAUIAIR PTfiK 17 J Hohom 5-11-6-LAspel 96 

4 4322 MRkKWTAOe24(BBTDmrti5-11-5 .... BHO0D 104 

5 44Zi SUMMER VUA 20 (9JT K Wingrort 5-1D-10 „ j Pmiw 108 
65PP1 CtSlAIfi STORM Jfi AG) fl U»e^n 4-108 __ XAcjw 115 
7 -P22 M0O6JQTT ESCAPADE 8 ff)RHooges6-1MTDascx»rtie 100 

B 3312 REAL HRE 28 (BF.0.F) M Matte 3-10-7-F Leahy 118 

9 KM QAXHKf 13 (G) MteL StoW 5-10-4_TSkkM<3) 114 

10 P0-P SOMES CREAM 13 J Bortey 6-100-F) Itesey - 

11 DOG- LKPOC0L0CO255toJBraen5-«JT5- SLee - 



9-2 MacrOgN Escapafe. 5-1 I* Mgtegoc. Rte Fa, 6-1 QuaHtak Fnde. 7-1 
Dato'ettoiCB. 8-1 SokSu Mak Surer** Wta. Oaktuy. ID-1 OTicre. 


3.10 UNDERGEAR-raffiATTIff NOVICES CHASE 

(£4,143:2m) (6) 

. _ T Jeote - 
Guy Lyons - 
... S wy«fl - 
rftuecnte - 
RDwerwIy - 
. R Jotason - 

6-4 Tetou fad. 2-1 SraUeort, 4-1 Low nreuy, 7-1 Prvetot aofc.16-1 Art 
Far A Reason. 20-1 Janas 




3.40 IBM GLOBAL SERVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2,801:2m 4f110yd) (6) 

1 0-4F PRUSSIA55 (DJIWChy6-11-10.. APtttCoy 1 

? /IP- M7 MAN N OUOALX 280 ® 9 Cwtay 8-11-71 Aapel (3) 


1 0^ PRUSSIA55 an WChy6-11-10.. APIWny 114 

2 /IP- M7HAMMtWNDAUt2801SJ8CutayMI-7 LAajrel(3) 87 

3 -454 HUGO till 7 ID.&S) J kbdoe 5-11-5-E Husband fg 103 

41225 fflOHTBIFUGHr65lD,Ff) toeLSbMd 7-11-35 Wya« 112 

SU30-MERLBU353IF]61«rtadM1-1-AMaQtU - 

6 ^12 SVrffiT HfflLE 6 (D-F.S) K Dreary 8-1041. MrS Durack (71 105 

5-2 tart MMe. 7-2 Uf tor h Ante, 4-1 Pruett. 5-1 Mentoa. fr-1 Fnrtte 
F«d<. 8-1 PRgDrtN 


4.10 LEVY BOARD HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2.327:3m 110yd) (15) 

123-2 SANS0RS017(BFXLF.S)NTeltiartBtoB-12-0TJeota B6 
2.PO>- H00DWI8« 253ffi)WJafcH?-fl-CUewWn - 

3 640-PETTAUBI335[D/SGHafabsd8-11-7Ranm 70 

4 3152 BALLPTOO 8 ID/mB AfllBon B-114 _MrRAmsoa 107 

5 2-02 (XMT7H17011 uNKjibb 7-71-1_ AMauere ill 

623311 BLATANT OUTBURST 7 (VJFJJJ) Ms S Vfittoi 7-11-1 

APMcCoy 110 

7 2213 ON MV I0E3 33 (BF/tJ)R Fred6-11-0 --...JFlOH 105 

80P6- JAMW280 fAJStPRadm 9-10-9 —.— DSatar£> 97 
9B2FT SWffTCBEALK8(B^Paoew4-10-9(7o) _ Pltoen US 
ID EFP- SJWLES0LE 281 fUJrSSi to P Sty 12-10-6 - WUrctoO - 
11 504-SU.WFTTA7FR Speer 4-10-4 .NWnw 80 


162306 WftTtBBI DPJ185T9|F.6?BLtoKfte) 9-JD-O 

GuyLpebBI - 

5-1 Ch ito Ices. 6-1 SaeN CSsam. M Sen Gam BtoU OnBusL M 
BaUndse, DaaV TUI lam. Bemaa. SiW. Uncarts. 10-1 after, 

COURSE SPECIAUSTS ~ 

1RAMS1S: P BanrtL 4 wun Own 15 nnwi 26A; F.Wrffwe, 

4 torn 15.2B -7%, UK U fader. ? ten 3i. 22£k 5 ftotetfar. 12 
Los 57,21.rfc P nta 3 tom 15.2H0V N Tenrtwfttes, 18 
kon 95i 189% 

JOCKEYS'. A McCoy, 25 Mnn ten 91 tees, 27 SV P Nhea 7 
tern 29. 24.1R Duwuafiy. 3$ Iran 1S7.2Z8%. A Ifagdis. 22 
km no. 200%. fi Hool 3 Iran 17.17.6V N WIDeman. 26 inn 
149.17 4* ___ 

BUM<S^ED FIRST T1BIC: Doncaster 1 30 Swsn 






r V-^oacas&^i 


to falter about ten yards short 
erf the finishing line." Stroud 
explained. "Up until then he 
had travelled smoothly, just 
breezing four furlongs. It 
didn’t Mem very serious, and 
it was only when he piulled 
him up that he realised how 
bad it was. He was very lame 
on his righi-fore. and has got 
progressively worse." Stroud 
added that the incident was 
"definitely unconnected" with 
the minor setback Singspiel 
had encountered earlier in the 
week. 

After a team of vets 
stabilised the horse. X-rays 
were taken to determine 
whether he could be saved. A 
bleak silence prevailed as the 
sun filtered through the fog. 
Eventually Stroud reap¬ 
peared . 

"Singspiel has sustained a 
mildly displaced condylar 
fracture," he said. “It is antici¬ 
pated that the injury will 
require surgery, probably to¬ 
morrow — the exact details 
depend on his progress. The 
prognosis for this type of 
injury is normally favourable, 
barring complications. You’re 








Singspiel will miss the Breeders' Cup after fracturing a cannon-bone while exercising at Hollywood Park yesterday 


looking at a recovery period of 
two to four months. 

"It's very, very disappoint¬ 
ing, for the horse, and every¬ 
one concerned with him — for 
his lad, for Kevin. Michael 
and Sheikh Mohammed, who 
kept him in training as a five- 
year-old, and missed the Du¬ 
bai Champion Stakes to keep 
him fresh here. 

“Singspiel has done us 
proud. He was tough, versa¬ 
tile and consistent- Dubai was 


definitely the pinnacle of his 
career. This would have been 
his last race, anyway, and 
obviously ft is better that it 
happens now than on Satur¬ 
day, when he would have been 
going a lot faster. I’ve spoken 
to the boss, and 1 can assure 
you there is no better man 
when things go wrong." 

Stoure himself appeared lat¬ 
er. saying: "It's less serious 
than a compressed fracture. 
They will haw to put some 


DONCASTER 


12.30 High And Low 
1.00 High-Rise 
150 Prima Fade 
2.00 Beauchamp Jade 


THUNDERER 

2.30 HACHIYAH (nap) 
3.00 Escudo 

3.30 Angstrom 

4.00 Southern Dominion 


Timekeeper's top rating: 4.00 SUE ME. ' 

Our Newmarket Correspondent 12.30 Lutine Bell. 1.00 Ethereal. 
3.30 ANGSTROM (nap). 


GOING: GOOD 
TOTE JACKPOT MEETING 


DRAW: 5F-7E. HIGH NUMBERS BEST 
SIS 


1.00 OF COOPERATIVE BANK MAIDEN STAKES 

(Div II: 2-Y-0: £3.494: 71) (18 runnere) 


6 AL-FATW 21 (A Bahtehmi J Drtop 9-0 --- K Darter 

« BUST QUEST 24 (t««s fa H Altai) J Gosdn 9-0--GHM 

ELBARRS iStetti AaMtetasnl U Java 34 -«Rpo 

ETHEREALiSted*Mofatrened)Dlute9-0 __ GCartw 

D REIDS OF COUGH 14 IP UaAtr) I Etaklnq 94J-- ... S»Mw»ft 

0 60tDENLYRIC 16(HollersRung)GVrtagg9-0-6tfflga(SJ 

rtS«5SE (Shete M iLMtewn) L Ojthu 9-0 _ RHfBeb(3) 


34 NORTH OFTICBOROSnnflAnQM Jo 
00 PMSWW14 (KVfcaonjP heading 90 
1B4ERMC (K AtoUb) to A Penan W 
VOLOWntRS m* Carmreni P 9 
caiBRAVON (The Queeni I Bst&tj 9-9 
JAJffT LNDUP (W Gfofleyl B rtfc.8-9 .. 
« UAEC SfWffi 11 [ftrttjrae RaaOQl l 
Ufflf CREB( Had Vescy) J Fsrtrew 8' 
MVSTtC fUGHT ICtoetoi Skd) R Dgrttac 

0UVE TIC niisr a fagrt) j Goteen 8-S 


naan M ... . DeanUttoran FS 

.... -- . Jtocm 

... .. Tflatai - 

J . ACutew - 

. 4fenkift»j«r 

. _ - DHotad - 

JcAu&lta89 --JFEgan 82 

i_:. ... . NDay 

89 .. T Spate - 

...- AGJrti - 


0 TREASURE ISLAM) 31 (Lnrrt Dobj) U Preurtl 6-9 


- | BETTMG* 5-1 Efteral. 6-1 HflA-RiM. 7-1 NBRh ( 


.. ._ GtkrtMd 
. Mpnt Rljrt. 10-T eftsfi. 


■ AFfatEh 101 to) rt 6 B Lucayao hSan in 71 Neamartel stakes 

:FORM FOCUS ; “ *dl). Bbairee, Green fteen getdhng. out ol He mifldle- 

— i dstencs ntoner WaSnw Ethereal. Faiy King co». ha»-bfttto to 


71 wnra Hdden Oasis and mite Sekan. Fads Of Ornate 16119th to MdsRamM n 6) Wmy 
maiden ((pwf) Gotten Lyric 241 9th to tfstah n 71 nmvuih maiden (good) High-Rise, ffite 
Estate cofi. haU-brofcer to seretal wren Norti OtOie Border 6%l 4th to AtUn m 71 letcesie 
naden (good) Temeratra Etayjur cot Istf-toofter to 0» usehJ Keyteog® Cotevason. Srtkrt 
hBy. halt-asta to ngen abroad. Janet Undup. Sabretrll filly, hart-aaei to several winners 
maturing me prolific hud lei Hopscotch Mata Creek. Untunn filly, doseky reteed to several 
wmera mdiMtolhe very useful Terimcn Mystic HghL Silver Hart 6Uy. hatt-nsw to 71 wive 
Vantsting Tncfc. Olive The Twtsl Thertncal nlfy. sister to the useful Asema. Treasure island IB 
lOtfi to Red Leggngs n 71 Warmer maiden (goaf to tom/ 

M0 S5KTTON _ 

1.30 EBF GIBSON BOOTH MAID Hi STAKES 

(2-Y-O: £4,053: 61) (21 runners) 

XI (91 GO AGAN0N 14 (rttasatowiRasmM MChamwM .. R Pertam 90 

302 111) 0 ALBRlOfrDfl 18(Ptocon)BRotaeJlSKI ..MFan» 63 

303 (191 8RCWMEC (CCole) H Cdhnjidgt 9-0 . _ . — i Ctese - 

3W (16) 00 BR00KSI14(Jteairteylii*TBi)JKlhWl- -UHenmPl - 

305 12) 0 CfWFTBlS EDGE 34 (Cnihr's Edge) A J»£ 9-d.CLoMfB (3) 62 


306 (3) DO EJffnE STATE 21 tUkss D Memo) U Twnpkns 9-3.DB4KP 75 

307 fi2) FABWCE (SinanisU Wi H fartr 9-0. NAdams - 

309 (10) 03 MASHA-4.30 (Hrt-ttetoum) J GwUedM .. BHfc [TB 

309 (13) D PM«J»16(lrrtSCB54taPh*tamM--LOanoOt 8 

310 (B) RAOtAas NORTH (P W»l R Anaanq M-- _ SLxtgwi - 

311 (4) 0 REGAL ARROW 10(teg* Wantf LB) AFoSa M- TStrete - 

312(18] 00 34(B)(Sire:falBSmanM- JStart 72 

313 (15j SHAJI [H rt-MeBDcq C Beastod M..—- - . TWBaros - 

314 (7i 00 St«tvaffll4fifcL8iineOMPrcsa*M _ CNuOer S9 

315 |5] 0 TAIMARUgfteiBteSUnARugBlesjDteidDJBresM. AMartzy ID 

3)E fl) BOWBaiSftfcBltoelCVWIM - - --SSortea - 

317 (14) RFTHSBIALD IM Mg)CWNI B-9 —.- AlfcEtone - 

31B pit 36 UOESSS16 11 (BVesnUrf ConSnertai Lbfi U Jatoetm 8-9 — Dtfctad 90 
319 $i 3V94A FAGt (TWnS« Part Sod) D Lorte 6-9 . —. --.JFortura - 

350 121) M SHANTUNG 11(8 J B WdtsrcB. Mis Bote) KUcArtfeft-9-JPEgan 89 

321 pO) 30 SPlflB01fifO«tefWW« f '=caM---.- GMfaB 82 

BETTMG 5-2 Masha-U, 7-2 Prm Fae*. 8-1 UnttesScj. 1(M Srtartd. 12-1 fcadaefe Nato. 14-1 often 

1996: S0VET STATE 9-0 J fttd (6-6 fev) P Ctacpfe-Hyam U Bn 

PtSrrriTiSTrfPI &wfc* IS KB) to fiya m 7I Ooncasfer maUen (gwBfj.Empte 
-1™M f0wiS sae ill 12th to AW in 61 NewnartEl mattfen goad to stt). 
< ■ Fabrics, Ptoaft Of Uwe osid^L fufl-toulter to sinning rater 

AHfcjde Masha-U 7KI 3rd to Mftnte r 61 Yrrt maiden (sofl) RakMislc13tSUi to low Academy 
in a Newadte msrtet (swrf to tom) Stop. Urtaddarnafi aril. furt-bioOifif to wtoiasj sprinters A) 
Wiiud and Kabd. Bov Befts, Abatom Dlly, half-sste to seea) wrraig splmas Undesbogbtfl 
6ft » Solo S(to3 in S Leceste nadeo teftsf). Prsna Fade. Pnmo Dartme talt-sistei u 
seveol wimera Inciuding Splice aid fe useful mte Altujteaff Shatung. WI 4ft to Madpmih m 
71 ungheld maktan [good) Sp taritt 171 Bill to Frond tn 7! tewasPE maden (good 10 irm). 

NO SELECTOR 


COURSE SPECIAUSTS 


TRAINS® 

Wbt 

fan 


JOCKEYS 

Worn 

Rifes 

% 

R Armarang 

12 

44 

272 

D Hotamf 

12 

65 

1B5 

H Ced 

25 

106 

as 

C Urate 

4 

22 

1E2 

fi Btegg 


53 

2Z6 

fl ffifc 

15 

99 

t5J 

J Gosden 

. 

31 

156 

200 

WRvan 

21 

141 

149 

J ftetap 

30 

IM 

J95 

T SprS? 

6 

<3 

UJb 

B Hitts 

34 

188 

16.1 

K fata 

* 36 

26# 

11B 


screws in ft. bur he should be 
fine for stud. It’s extremely 
disappointing, not just for me 
but tor everyone involved with 
him — and for a lot of raring 
fans, too. But that’s the racing 
game. Dubai was his crown¬ 
ing moment, taking on sea¬ 
soned US horses on a surface 
more familiar to them. 

"This is totally unrelated to 
what happened the other day 
— that was just a little bit of a 
pulse, and we know what 


caused that. You cant put in 
the mileage he has without 
being extremely sound.” 

life goes on, however, as 
bookmakers proceeded to 
emphasise by opening a new 
book after file loss of their 
heavily backed favourite. Cor¬ 
al sriil favour a European 
success, through the German 
filly, Borgia, at 4-1. but the 
Tote are as short as 3-1 about 
the local hope. Chief 
Bearhean. 


?•; : : GUIDE TO OUBRACECARD 

103 11?) 0443? GOOD TfiffS 74 (CDAff.GS) /Mrs £/ fioOur.m tf tail 9- !0-tl 8 Iter (4/ 88 


Rattcard wste. (ten in fartzts Sn-loire 
I Dm (F — tel P — ported up U —unseNol 
refer. B — txwjgW dom. S — dipped m R — 
rrtusert D — ccqu^iton Hone s name top 
since tel aitotg: i I jwnps. F 8 la. ifi — 
btaen V — nsm H —hood E — E^ffiMeld. 
C — cara wuner D — de&nte rercr CH— 


cowse ml dctance mu BF — hertoi 
tnounlr 4) uer racti Being on which horse has 
nm IT — fan good to tom. had G — good 
S — solL good lo sol teavy). Owner m mrteb 
Trana AgeandtregM. fiMapluseny jlkwm 
Tmrteepa’s ipeed ratrg 


12.30 EBF COOPERATIVE BANK MAIDEN STAKES * 

(Div 1:2-Y^O: £3,494:70 (19 runnas) 

UR P5| 0 ARB0S 58<4 Uctoel) U JmL 3-0 ... _ IVRyas SO 

102 HO) BflJJQNAJRE (LuayanStod) D Lodei9-0..-_6fa» - 

1D3 fl) 0 BOLD LffiACY 14 (C Edpfeloc) W Iftw 9-0 ...._Dfflr (TNaffi 7D 

104 {IB» D BOMB ALASKA ft (Miss B Swrel G BrtSng 9-0_— . ... S Droane 74 

105 (3) 0 HIGH AM) HGHTY 22 (Shteh Mrtarared) J Gosdan9-0 _Gita 79 

106 (8) HOT SPOT (taen Bcabesh) I Bsfitsg 9-0_ HartoDwyc - 

107 (BJ JAAT1 (9crt) A aMtekwnl J Grata 9-0_—__ Afatti 

108 (16) tl/TK BHi IS MriBiri-Grrton) J Barts 9-fl .. . J Start - 

109 (13) MASAMADAS (U TAnrt) C Rte 941___S Santos 

130(17) MUSA1SE (kteCB*Dtaykiddtates tot (bans WPhcbR 5-0. P Goode (7) - 

111 C2) 23 PASS T)£ RET 10 (J Rojittw j J Ejre 9-0 ._ TVtaans Fg 

112 (7) 56 WH) ABOARD B (Urt SwuMag) J Data 94) ..K Dadev 77 

113 (12] 0 SCORNS) 22IG SfaattdgB) > tokarq 9-0-- SVMMMlh 7D 

114 (9) TANKBSLEY (Wed Sytesteil A Mkto 94). T Qnrti - 

115 (19) 3000 CLARITY 49 (A Menon] A Jaw 8-9 - CLoafterp) 85 

116 till 0 «U£ SET34 pSwopd«)MPreset* B-9- GDlArtd 72 

117 (141 HBH MB L OW 8-9 ..OKotand - 

118 (41 0 NfflXWOtXSPnFlRE 11 (teedmd Raano Udl B Morgan S-9 . 0 Ekggs - 

119 (5) RWB (J Hd) P Ibtoi B-9-- . LOwiweH . - 

BETTHx 11-4 Btanae. 7-2 And Urt. 11-?Jte. 7-1 «gh ted UigKj. 6-1 PteTteResL 10-1 dh*R 

1995: HANDSOME ROSE 9-0 J Csml pD-11 J Gwter 20 art 

AviaiiBn AnBW» 211 108i to TsionsL m 71 Kemplon stakes (good). 
r-fi0RDn‘MK lKi I Btfanalre. Distart Retehe coil, art d rtnniog s&rei and rtrtier 


trtJnlSflTwtw i Btfanate. Distart Iteteh* cdH, fa d dnniqp sto)« and Srtlef 
J Mss Plan. Bald Legacy 141 *h to lays m 71 Doncaster makten 
(good) Bomb Atsta 14115ft to Meier Rant* in s Nnrfay matten (good) Hat Spat. Susdno 
getting, fa ol an unraced mare Jaad. Afao coU. to/f-broOw u mnniro mHa Majestic Gud. 
urtfcta Bed. fiaay King gaHtoq. brotfier to ureU Pikia Bant. Pass The Rest 5H13rd to Dernier 
Croce m 71 Redrar sttes (good to fain) Pped Aboard 1ft tad of 6 to Late Mgrt Out in- 6( 
Nottingham Hates (good). Scarred 181 16ti lo Bards Atom * 1m N c w nutea maiden (good to 
fall wft High Andttfay (l«Ws119117*i GKie Sol 141 last d 17 to Sky Rocket in ft Nottingham 
maiden (pad to firm) High And Low ftasntxm Quest (Illy, sister to useful stayer Conadin 
NO SELECTION 


FORM FOCUS 1 tertbop (flood) HadiiyW 4VR 711 

l 1.1 Newbury ImSop ( good) Oca Pe 

115m [aaruarter handtef) (good) vnft McGByaiddv Rseits Il3to 


3.00 AMC0 CORPORATION NURSERY HANDICAP 

(2-Y-0- £3.527:5ft (13 runners) 

ST! (7)0153212 CLASSY OfO 7 (D/.tSHJAaafrll’fva« 9-T0(7c«/.jFFfprr 98 

EIC (712250340 SMOOTH SAUI613 (D.ftfA Panrti I.McAuflte 9-7 . . . J Fortune 96 

603 (11) 12)23 DM 0TS 74 J0iF,S) (Mb D Hupte) 6 F<rtvig 9-6. TSP"rt* 100 

CM Oj 504112 RARE MND011 (05) (IAtB Ansett) J B«ry 9-5 - ■ C Urate (3) H53 

COS (8) 3140 L5CUCO30 (D.S) I3feddiUoftantied) J Garten 9-1 Grtnd 101 

606 (5) 1241366 MWYS J0Y9 (DJ.G^) <Mvm) S Canon (7) 99 

607 (4) 5320 COOL PROSTCT ID (Bf) (6 torfey Haroq Pws) A rtjDBtod R-13 .. TU*» W 

608 (121 03322 CA153L SdVSS 9 (1* 4 Mri 6 Moafeoroc*! U ttnom S-1Q . DHottaofl 94 

609 (13) 005160 LEGAL LARK 20 (F) (C Hammond) P Hwrfmy B~6 _J ton) 88 

5)0 II) 0042 MIA'S ROCK APE 34 (Wi J Feree/ fi BmUfisn 5-6 .. . AMsfcay 90 

611 (6) 155000 SLWE2 LA IRAQ 14 (D.S) 1C Btfey Pinr. Utf) J J Often 8-5 PFeueyp) 98 

61? nm 050 BAMEBUD 17 IMaRHeaBMei JSpewg6-a . SDrwm. 88 

613 (9) 4000 T0UCHAN0VA 9 (Mrs J MndKil) A Hido 84).. .. J Lowe 85 

BTTTMG: 4-1 faol TJoier. 9-2 Rare fotfgo. 6-1 Dm 0b. 7-1 Cbs^v Cleo B-1 Escudo. 16-1 ctat 

1996; UYRMDON 9-2 L Detai (7-1) j Dur*M 13 ran 

mniii Classy CIbo INI 2nd to Happy Daw Again m 51 Newnwtel 

FORM «3CuS- : nnsay (good to Tirm) Dim 0 b 1 Ml 3rd to Elevenft Dute m 51 
CtrscMw niter/ Igood Id sort) Rare Indigo HI 2nd lo Lens Be 
Frendly m 51 Ltog&eld states (good) Escudo HI 9ft lo Specs! Tral mft VtAmisoy (good) Coo) 
Prospers 640 8ft to Mary jane In 51 Redrar maden auclnn slates (rood to irm Rha's Rock Ape 
II 2nd of 14 to Ketllesng n 51 NUIngham nunery (good lo tom) 

CLASSY CLED retaitt his Ivm well aid can heal Rare tntflgo 

3.30 DRANSFIELD N0VH.TY COMPANY CONDITIONS STAKES 

(2-Y-0: £4.428:1m) (5 runners) 

1 (3) 01 ANGSTROM 15 iB.F) (Stetti Mohaimfed) M 'iroitt 9-1 . TQwm 90 

2 (1) 01 DtHRVOUN 11 (G) (UrTy Band) R CrtWttn 9-1. TSprate 89 

3 (41 ' 04 LOVE BSS 14 iV DoyU| M Jtftngan B-11 ... DHotand 79 

4 Q 4 STWGRAV13 (M J Pianpml U Jdnaon 8-11 . .. Dean McKsown 85 

5 (5) 126 SWWSSISTEH 13(G) (lily Bamtodi PR water 8-8 . .. tonePHaa fiiCT 

BETRNG: 6-5 Angrtom. 2-1 Ocrrmuvi. 5-1 Low fes. 11-2 Siftq Sew. 14-1 Snngm 

1996: CAT1ENUS9-1 h Dwfey (5-2l M Sroolf 6 ran 

I'-ra^T. . 1 Angsinm tea HaWi 4J mim BrtaMon matter) fastt to firm). 

|: HjHR/l F0CIJS, I Deayfan deal Free Opom nttk in 7l Unglield tnaidm pi. good) 


HjHR/I FQCljS, Derrwirtn beal Free Oporn nttk in 7l Unglield maidm pi. good) 

• - - - - : 1 Lore tes 3’Al tolfi lo Ziya m 71 Doneaaer matter (goed) 

Slifaay 2814th lo Distort Mirage fi 1m Newbury sttoa (good to aft). Swing ftstet 1216th to 
Pesiniog in 7f listed Newtaury states (good to soh) 

ANGSTROM won unpiessirely on Ins defa and can wistay Derryrjjm 


tf 4.00 


CIS W 0 HANDICAP (£4,240 5f) (22 runners) 


1 (16) 0544000 I0RA 3 (CJ) J.GHJ waan) J Eyre 7-104) . . . S But iky (7) 96 

2 (2) 6036005 JSTREV ANUTFERRED14 (CJ)/.G5i (Mr- C Do*) U Oofls J-9-12 F Lyccn B7 

3 i10j 1121000 GCRETSK121 Gif SSI P 5»S) H TuOia <-9-li . LCtonort 90 

4 (14) 5122020 BOTTLERS BOV 18 ID/&S) (Boston taffifl) J J (Aim 4-9-1D SDronoe 86 

5 (8| 1010004 JUST 8083 (BF.COJ.G^l IJfooertr/J 1 toaimfi 8-M . . ACrtiane 89 

6 (21) 6000400 niAWG20 (FAl (W Wusstoi W (Aesan4-M .. ._ UWttQm 93 

7 (20) 6000300 StoWfW&DHEAM 16 (Di.6) (ChaLba Hcttogz Lift J nrt>ai& 4-9-2 JUme S9 

8 (1iM6M10 SNWQ 17 (VJFJJfl (Srtnreur Iwnpofl Udl ? Evans 3-9-2. JFEfai 88 

9 flftlOODOl $NfiM ATMIHALLfV44(OLGf)(Mr.CBarter)HFa*y5-9-2 B«tosir»j(S) SO 

10 (71 6000105 PALO BLANCO 30 (CILF.GLS) iA (uadi G l Mom 6-9-1 . Candy Starts 92 

11 (2Z) 2-flOWO WIDE Of BRDtTW 21 (D£l IG Reed) C ihonwi 4-9-0 (KanMcKaown 87 

12 (121 5062362 BtOADSTARS BEAUTY il (V.DJ.G.S) (ttsJ fall B Star 7-9-0 C Teague (3j 90 

13 (18)0011203 UQW BRUCf 16 (EFTXF) (N RMdeill M Dods 3-8-11 . .. J Carre* &i 

14 (13) 1330001 MUNGO PARK 16 (D.F) (Mr: h Care Urs J femsder, 34-10 .. J FortW 98 

15 (15) 0003160 SWffT MASK 30 (DJ.G5HC Hamrafaj F Honltag 6-5-10 . KQWy 97 

16 (IT) 4000521 POLLY G0UGHTLY71 ffl.CO.F^l W Sfte) M Btorswra 6-8-9 fteBfttEOi 96 

17 |3|03S(n2 SUEItt16(ft|TGMn«8)DNirt00',V8-4 . . A PBchOfe (71 [iffijj 

19 fflSXKWO <mA«(^I5a(B.CXijGl(fmSisir(ulflThi^^ . Vteirtay 67 

19 14)0340000 HVK AND RULE 25 (05) (U Jortoai] R fallirticad 3-8-1 . R FtrenrA (3) 85 

20 (11/3100000 TROPICAL BEACH 43 (Of.AS) (4 7f»m(cam J Part* 4J-J GfiadwM 90 

21 (9)0025058 PftUUU 21 (BftF.G) (MbJ Mtfalyw-Murray) 0 Hdan S-7 13 PFtrssey (3) 83 

22 i6j«M4214 SQUnoaiJIWHWlE/RDW;(MrA!M^ TWfans 85 

BETTING’ 7-1 Mon face. B-1 Sran Ai Whaltay. Su> Ale KM Srantuir. Beauty. Mungo fair, Poll) foUghB). 
Soslan Em. 1M Oftss 

199B. Hlftl DQUAH 5-8-12 J Weiw (20-1) J Spcang 22 m 

I Kta 7‘4I I51h to Prirno Lara in 61 Redear handicap (good) Jeffrey 
'TTjRf&'pOGuSr AnoBKfred 4Hl 5lh 10 VWav Team in 71 NwrlWY harntap 
VTr-- -i {good). Bowters Soy 7tof 12th to Ahayz AftgM in 61 NfiMasffe 
handicap (good to firm). Just Bob 6VI 4Ui to Ataar in 51 Radcar fates (good) Swan AI Whdey 
Ufa Caufai nert el 51 ctata ftandcap (good) WHO Poty GodgWto (1ft Mine off) Ttif 5ft SHf 
Swtno (9lb better ufl) iwi 6ft. Bnwlsfas Soaidy Ml 2nd lo Udmgii Sun in ft Leicester 
taaHap (good) Mungo Parte beat Sue Us (Bb bm off) 31 n S NuaUte taisffas (good (o 
firm) fan Mon Bruca (lftb beoet off) 51 3rd. Soidtem uomnoo (iQib beta off) a <}i and 
Sayrtonf Draam (lift Seta off) IK l«fi 

JUST BOB. a cowse and distance winer. can hold UtaiQO Parti 
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Opt-out by 
layers leaves 
£5m shortfall 

By Richard Evws 

RACING'S income from levy 
paid by ofkourse punters 
will fall by £5 million next 
year after the “big three" 
bookmakers — Ladbrokes. 
William Hill and Coral — 
confirmed yesterday they are 
taking up an opiion to change 
the way the levy is calculated. 

Levy will be charged on a 
shop-based scheme rather 
than on a percentage of each 
company's annual horse rac¬ 
ing turnover, but the derision 
to take up ihe opiion—agreed 
under a five-year levy agree¬ 
ment reached in 1994 — comes 
as the "big three" are enjoying 
record profits and met with 
fierce criticism yesterday. 

“While recognising that the 
big three are entitled to make 
the switch, everyone in raring 
will find it hard to accept that 
they have actually chosen to 
do so at a time of rising 
profitability for the off-course 
betting industry." Lord Wake- 
ham, the British Horseracing 
Board chairman, said. "There 
is no doubt that this is a sad 
day for British raring." 


YESTERDAY’S 

RESULTS 


Musselburgh 

Gorrg: good lo soft 

1Z30 lire,I 1. ANTARCTIC STORM ■? 
‘Mmion 1 i-2i. 2 AKaftaal aftn jre. 3-: 

3. Scaihebory rL ChonKF. iG-«i 
ALSO RAII 6-1 KnortUeonKc* 8 Mii 
AJh»«a f4!hi. Thuched. U Faes* PtitiT 
IAqtibco. Tree bamsuv 3«c ;6Si|. it 
Running Green. 25 Dere'cn LW. 'j-Niuirv? 
-Mm. lAaTo-a iSthi 6£&jr For LucA. 14 rtn 
Ha r.il. T.i, II l*,l n Fire:, al Motion 
Trte ttStr. £150. V 60. £310 OP 
£1040 Tno £40 60 CSF ET023 TncajL 
£157 95 

1.00 (1m 41) 1. DOC RYAN'S (F MiCibe 
4-7). 2. Slasher Jock rR Wnslon. t-U 3. 
Moonrakmg (Dale Gitxor. 1&-1, ALS*j 
RAN 1CO-3L' ta-v Bat* Row li Protoras5ay 
iSni) 6 Fighune Ture« 16ft!. 10 Lord 
ArtVK4no. Kingdom Pearl I4lf*i 20 
Raaitw. 33 Havana Herjris 11 
ran NR Broaunc Ltfw, Miami Moori 1. S' 
:Ji hd. 61. 41 M n-,,m 31 Ne'.v'narfel Tote 
t3 90. £1 20. £2 80. £5 JO DF'£ie«i Tno 
C207 40 CSP £2635 Tncad E32624 


2.00 CPL INDUSTRIES CONDITIONS STAKES 

(£4.684:1m 6f 132yd) (8 rnnneis) 

401 14)005(^11 1NAHDA SANDS 11 ^JJLS) (Lo>d S^wfttagi i bnkp 4-9-5 Kftxky 107 

«2 (6) 2/2-16 SAntO 48 (BF.F) iSMftti Matanreal) J Gcette4-9-3. Gfart 96 

403 IV 4322503 5WEE7K5S KRSBJ 7 fCfifi) (tSr. U Unefll U fyan4-9-2 SOB 106 
40* 13) 05 MUMT fflIUS 156 (MnSBuodnl And Woods) Bob Jones 4-94) NDav 80 

405 (2) 6-0355? BEAUCHAMPJADf48(CJ^G) It Pmso)Hfart*5-8-9 . AUrGbm 111 

406 (5) 21 CAREBROOKE 46 (f) (M Potad) H Cecil 3-8-9 .W Ryan 99+ 

407 (7) 1116401 STAR PREC&ION 24 (G.5) (tteB Stop) Gfading 3-3-6 ... SPromt fTil 

408 IB) 4441220 BBAAHA40 |F) (3h> 1A A aj-AUauu) M Janrts 3-8-4__ S Sanders 111 

BETTMG-. 52 Mrtta talb. 7-2 Berodaq) Jeft 5-1 CartSbrcrte. Serin. 6-1 SB Pitcairn 6-1 otter. 

1996: PRUSSIAN BUJE 4-9-7 W Ryai (11-4 p-tav) H Cert 5 or 

.--■—V. Wh _, i Wafrfca Sants beta Besiege 21 in ifim (nces/er states (good) 
’TORMr-^OGUS'' Sactto BMI 61h to CAaaasmlm31 tar listed sfaes (good losfa). 

, ■ -• •- - --■ -I Sweetoass Herself 121 3rd fa Lady 01 The bake tn 2m Nemrurtei 

haraficap (good Id firm) Mount Genius 151 50i to Barter Ridge m im ThirsN maden (firm). 
BeftidnmJifa1Mi2nd toDaapcuft imft rinrtvrybarulkjpfeoodiormTi) Carisbnnkebea 
Sabadrlla ft n t»m Kempton marten I good to firm). Star Precision beal Keytaage 1W in im 
Letoesier stakes (good to soli) DtaalB 1519to to Rldaryma in iVFm Ascrt hamSiap (good to Finn) 

ELBAAHA, uisuded by nfamg tf» ruranng tas) lime, can return to lurm 

2.30 RJB MINING UONHEART F1LUES CONDITIONS STAKES 

(£4,753: im 2160yd) (8 nmners) 

501 (!) 32-1140 SEA'S ftUBV 4(3)« Tabor Stars A Wet 3-9-2 - - GCarfef 96 

50? [8) 2000000 ABSaUTRYSTUNNWG 37 (Dfl [J Mrt b tfanng 4-fr]? . EBjree 66 

503 ffi) -231250 WOfrAH 14 (DA) tH4-AUacm D Unity*4-12 .. HWs 97 

504 14)2200106 UCGU.YCUDOY RE&S 13 (RF^> (E tesj t Wsa 6-8-12 ... Kin TWder 97 

505 C5 2-00404 OOPS PETIt 13 (C0A (Mb D Itaflaej Mra J Cedi 4-8-12 . ItatnDNjW 101 

506 (3) 1002210 SWEET CONTRALTO 49 (F.S) (S Fnsby) 0 Lodo VB-17- JFonme QgJ 

507 17)3000025 UNCOUmONAL LOVE 4 (F) (Mr. H Cony) M Jtfnsttn 4-4-12 . DHotand 97 

508 |5| 0200334 VAMStWGTRMX 15 (B.F) (Owsfer Stad) H Ced WL8 . - WRyan 100 

BETTViB: 3-1 Oqa Ptba 7-2 Hadilyati Unawdtattl Low. 5-1 Sued Dwraife. bnatag Trlti. 8-1 BDxk 

1995 RUSSIAN SNOWS 4-6-12 L Dcttn (5-2 f to) SUn SuroB 9 ran 

Atoototefjrstenniig tn TOlti to Ateokta Utoouin l’4mSahfaoy 
FOnM fubuS ' tafaap (fl«tt) HadiiyWi 4Vil Tin Id Corcpucuouj ui Him 
.. V .—f Newbury hantfop (good) Oca PttOe 2'i) 40r to AI Aifwr in 

114m Doruarier handtep (good) wift McGJOyaiddv Redes II 31b vnrree ot() 6V5I fiffi Sweet 
Contralto 171 7ft to Cepitano Princess « 1'Am Ayr hllies handicap (pood to soft) Uncorxftanal 
Love 9'*l 5th in Strazo to im NDWeharo fates (good) fah Bea's Ruby (levels) 271 9lh 
Vanishing Trick 1!AI 4ft to Secrel Spmg h Im Bngitton slates (good u Irm) 

HACHIYAH has been turning Mil in belter comparar and can late ftls 


Kjtouhen Mih| 50 Anrouncmq Peace (6:*n 
10C* Torre iSihj. Zapep*. M Captw Steen 
8 ran 1 nl. 4i. SI. SH II M Torreplara to 
NewmajVd Tore t4 TO. El 40. El 10. 
CS 10 DF E6 If' CSF £8.3* 

200 l£f| 1. BARRELBIQ (h Dortev. 0-1| C. 
Said (A OuJhane. 10-1). 3. Clamtal Lad >F 
Lynch- ZS-1> ALSO RAN 5-2 J-tte Ecce 
l&til. S jt-lnv I'm Tel (4th). 7 Oats River 
ftini. 14 lnshaSah. 20 FUaem Prvnr»sa 50 
Difaa 9 ran Hi. 31.21. ’A. nL J J O'Nertl al 
Penrth Tare CIO 90 £1 SO £220. E1SO 
OF C3590 CSF: E75 15. Tncay 
£1.742 36. Tno. D27 20 
230 (2ml l OUTSET g Cano*. il-1i: 2. 
Here Comes Herbie IJ F Egan. 9-1) 3 
Ntohoi Fifty ID Boers. 6-11 4. TTie 
Buttenrick Kid fR Wiresion. 12-1) AL&j 
RATI 5-1 lav Theme Arc-ru BAUOn. 7 Tarry 
l6ihi 9 CWUrere u Choree i5mi. 10 Safe* a. 
12 Sameston. 20 Gold Desae. Northern 
Mono. See VtlM 25 Alptree Ffanlhei. 
GoUen Hadeei. PWmia. 66 Shonara s 
Wsy 17 ran 3. 2'M. sh ha 4L 2*1 M 
Hammond ai fAddtfham Tele. El 7 40: 
E3 90 [130 E2 70 E4 70 DF E53 70 Tr^ 

. £206 80. CSF-E1O0 01 TncasrC620 4S 
aoo (im 4D 1. PUTERI WENTWORTH (J 
Fortune. 9-2 p-tov}- 2 Tycoon Tina U 
QrartihiU. 5-U. 3. Foroair (C [wirier. 9-2 jr- 
lavj ALSO RAN 9-2 p-iav WlaslmgtsMi. s 
Wekwnc Home. 7 Peep O Day \5rhj. 16 
JjnJajeer («h|. 20 NOT al ere. 25 Grid 
Oppet. 33 Setao (4tril Live Pmjecr. 50 
TcFrernna 12 ran NR* Aril 61. 61.11. 31 H 
MissGK^lte*ayarVVrinHyrihe To)c £680. 
£180. £310. £220 C>r £24 30 Trie. 
£3650 CSF £24.04 TncarJ £100 70 
330 (71 30vdi 1. GIFT OF GOLD lA 
MaeLay. 6-1). 2. One To Go IP Fescey, 
33-1*. 3 Three Aregefe (D ftgpa 3-li 
ALSO HAN 11 -8 lav Cricre&icde &ja I41hi. 3 
Cutaapaie i6rti) 33 Minster Maargare ICO 
AbsTone Pei G»n, Ante Lady l5*hi. 1A4c, s 
Type 9 ran NR Opemng 1-hghl 61. Ji. 41 0. 
sft ftd f C^mpbelf ar rienman-et Toro 
£9 90. £1 40 £2 10. £120 DF £16 10 Tno- 
£2360 CSF £141 11 

4.00 nml 1. LUNCH PARTY itorea Wends. 

10- 1): 2. Glen Ogil |A Mactey 7-ir 3. 
Ntepian Ftochs (R Fliarecri. 16-1). ALEC' 
F5AN 7-2 lav Alpine mOes.-Kt/. 13 Ospol 
Gem. 8 Zorbx 10 h injchip Bor. IJeeOlP 
Maiore 1.61T11 Shomame (6fti). 12 Fyie Fboge 
La-S <4Sii.Wn&lon. 14 Anena. Prr.apal Be".-. 
16 Trojan Hero. 14 ion 1 :*i. II. hd. 3. > i D 
Nfawls aT TNreL Tore £14 70. £4 00. 
£3 10. £4 CO DF £27 80 Treo- C3K29 
CSF £80.79 T/cast £1.064 64 
Jackpot nta won (pool ot £2.85618 
camad hxward to Doncaster today I. 
Placepot: £1.457.40. Quadpol: C13630. 

Lingfield Park 

Gang: fiancLrd 

1.40 (SO 1. RJsIty ytowAy 'P Roberts. 41/ 

2. Sivanrrcrc Lify i<- 1| 3. Blue Sharicai 
19-2) Raoo Reiarreo 7-2 lav 6 ran HP 
Adrenalin •;l. sr 4 Beny Tore E3 40, 

, £160. £120. £180. OF £7 00 Tno- £7 7t> 
CSF n7 16 Tncasi £62 36 

2.10 [5ii 1. Arwkato (Manin D-nyei. id-ii. 2. 
Palaca^ate -toex ill-2). 3, Arwtr« Bairiv 
«K»ihii5-2) Passionani 9-2 lav lOran 21. 
1*1 K Ivorv Tote £1060. £290 £210 
CSIO DF £44 80 Inv £9700 CSF 
£6021 Tncasi £414 74 

2.40 (1m4D 1, Nigri) CHv (C> fiiWttnoy. 9-1) 
a Siarai&ti lS-2 lav). 3,'Ar Uoorty O-D 13 
rare NR Ooiterre 2! I 3M K Borie Tele- 
£ 14.00. £3 TO. £130. £1 JO DF CI4 40 
Tno £13 if] CSF £2724 

3.10 171) 1. Saratoga Bed iD HaDana. 

11- 4j 2 Biuwwig D-s&en jB-lj 3, Uarariu 
(4 $ lavr 10 rare al. 21 V) O'GojTnan Tore 
£3 to. Cl Id. £3.00. Cl 10 DF CT2S0 
CSF £2214 

3 40 f7Ti 1. Twin Creeks (R Pi-mam. 1 1-2). 

2. Falaceqale Tcuiji 1I4-11. 3. rtonreem 
AngeJ |7-2|. Baroascn 3-1 im 15 ion r4R 
Cce-N-K 3*?f 3H V Soane Toie- £5 90. 
£2 80. £310. £2 30 DF CTO 80 Tno 
flSJO i^SF’ ?7< 3? Tncasi £284 81 

4.10 (Irei 2f| 1. Sea Danzu rM--s R ttmin, 
16-11 2 Mage Min (6-11.3 Master BevrTed 
16-11 Sharp Shirtne 9-2 lav 14 rare. I'M M 
JBilcttet Trte C1640 C350.C350 C?2P 
Cf £3800. 7i«. £9610 C-5F £105 52 
TncacJ £525 6£, 

Placepot: £37.00. Quadpot £10.00. 

Towcester 

Gong: good to »n 

i20(2mhE*f)r Sails Legend <AP»4cCov. 
5-2 lav) 2. Marr)i Boo IIl~»i, 3. Zahaabe 
125-D 9 ran NR My Harymsiu. 4L 1H Miss 
Z Davison.True £350.C' £v C120.£1i 50 
C*F a?Q Tno: £57.00 CSF £9.88 

1.50 (3m II <:(ii ( Fortunes Come iT J 
Miaphy. 1S-3 j. 2. RctAana ni-2r: 3. Trie 
Whole Hog L?-l Uvj 6 rare tJB Furtfeon 
Gate. ShamarpM. Sra» Ewud 71. 171 J 
hmg T«e-ri120 £3 70.£250 DF £2590 
Tno £31 20 CSF- £4511 Tncasi. £106 37 
220 (2m hdle) 1. Mysw Court (C R&e. &-1v 
2 HoWian Bav (7-2): 3. Zatsan (fl-i) Sin 
Manager 4-6 lav 7 ran 11.61 ATumoB Ttrle 
Cl 109 £4 ID Cl 70 DF C13SO CSF 
Cj< 37 

2.50 Cm 110yd rfi) 1. Wide Music U 
Ostorne. G-2i 2. Kadasuol i13-8 lav). 3 
NordaitJe (7-1) 8 tare. ftR Tennesseo Kjnol 
4T 71 C Broots. Tcte C5 00. Cl 60. d 60 

12.50 DF. £6.70. Trio: SUi.10 CSF: £1183! 

S20 (2m htfc) 1 Of Mother (A Mmiie 
11-10 lay). 2. Humcene Jane ii-2). 3' 
Lilichbeig&(pres5/)Mi iQian •<( hd n 
Toe » 20. £1 30. ci 2b. £2 70. 
DF £4 20 Tno £5630 CSF C6 7S 
350 i2m 51 iidtoi 1. Spsnrftt iA Marajiro 
9-2i 2 Five Flags H2-i 1 3 Jeflenes (7-2 
la) 10 ran. Sh no. ft D Nchotson. Toie- 
10. £210. £2 30. LI SO DF £20.70 Tno- 
E1CC50 CSF £52 17 Ticasi- £19378 
420 Cm hdio) 1. Qurttaouay (R Guegr yj 
tovy: 2, Maytai Alagie (13-27Tfei 
tonance 1.14-11 Oran Ji.41 jMuftna Tare- 

ss»®av jDw '” , ® ihr . 

««apot £148.70. Quadpot £10.80. 
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FOOTBALL: FERGUSON’S £7 MILLION MAN STARTS TO REPAY INVESTMENT AS FORMER CLUB’S F 1 ipnPFAM HDPFR FALTER FOR LACK OF GOALS 


Cole finally ignites United’s ambitions 


By Oliver Holt 

FOOTBALL CORRESPONDENT 

ONE was a product of flailing 
arms and legs that seemed to 
go in off his thigh; the next, 
firmly finished and cleverly 
timed though it might have 
been, was a tap-in. The third 
was the easiest goal he wifi 
ever score. Yet, for the 
watching Manchester United 
fans and their manager, Alex 
Ferguson, there was a glori¬ 
ous. simple beauty about the 
hat-trick that Andy Cole com¬ 
pleted against feyenoord on 
Wednesday night. 

There was nothing special 
about United's first hat-trick 
in the competition since Denis 
Law scored one against Wa¬ 
terford in I96S, save that it all 
but booked them a place in the 
last eight of the European Cup 
and left them with the only 100 
per cent record in the Cham¬ 
pions' League. What made it 
really significant was that they 
were all classic goal-poachers' 
goals, the sort that Ferguson 
paid E7 million for in January 
1995. 

Since that move from 
Newcastle United. Ferguson 
has improved Cole beyond all 
recognition as an all-round 
player. His touch has become 
surer, his work outside the box 
more diligent his ability to 
hold the ball up and feed other 
players more refined. Whar 
has been lacking, in important 
games at least is the preda¬ 
tory touch that made him so 
revered in the North East. 

Injuries and periods of poor 
form have chipped away at the 
confidence that Cole, like any 
striker, needs if he is to thrive, 
and often United have been 
forced to rely on the attacking 
potency of their midfield to 
pick the lock of a defence. If 
they had an outstanding strik¬ 
er. many have muttered dark¬ 
ly. United would be invincible. 

At the De Kuip Stadium, 
Cole served notice that he may 
at last be on the verge of fitting 
that description. Feyenoord 
are not one of the more accom¬ 
plished sides in Europe, but it 
was still a crucial game in an 
inflammatory, intimidating 
atmosphere, and Cole came 
through for them. 

He has now scored eight 
goals, including two hat- 
tricks, in his past three match¬ 
es and his prolific striking is 
likely to gain him a place in 
Glenn HoddlCs England 
squad for the match against 
Cameroon, which will be an¬ 
nounced today. Suddenly, 
Cole the Goal is back in vogue 



for marksman 



Cole's hat-trick against Feyenoord is rewarded with a kiss from Beckham and a hug from Sheringham, his Manchester United colleagues 


and Ferguson, tentatively, 
must be hoping that he has 
added the final piece to his 
jigsaw. 

"It is great to see a change in 
fortune for Andy,** Ferguson 
said. "The fact that he is really 
fit now has played a big part in 
the form he is producing. He 
is getting regular games and 
he is showing it with perfor¬ 
mances that are getting better 
and better. He is as sharp as a 
tack now. 

“He has taken a lot of stick 
because of the money we paid 
for him. I never thought he 
deserved iL The record he has 
got in league games is fantas¬ 
tic and anyone playing as well 
as he is deserves to play for 
his country. He is the type of 
striker who relies on confi¬ 
dence and he is doing a 
smashing job right now." 

Statistics can be pushed and 
prodded to illustrate a point 
but Cole’s are Impressive. 
They do not tell the story of 
chances he has missed; wheth¬ 
er the goals have been scored 
in big games or when United 
have already made a match 
safe. What they do show is 
that he has a better strike rate 


than any United forward since 
Law. 

Cole’s record of 37 goals in 
80 league games edges out 
Eric Cantona's ratio of 64 
goals in 143. Stuart Pearson 
scored 55 times in 13S matches 
in the late Seventies and. more 
recently. Mark Hughes man¬ 
aged 119 in 345 appearances. It 
is quite a list and Cole is at its 
head. 

There are still rumours that 
United are searching for 
another striker. In the sum¬ 
mer. they were supposed to be 
chasing Gabriel Batistuta: 
more recently, it was Marcello 
Salas, another South Ameri¬ 
can. and yesterday stories 
were circulating that Fergu¬ 
son had inquired about the 
price of Andriy Shevchenko, 
who scored a hat-trick in 
Dynamo Kiev's 4-0 win over 
Barcelona. 

If Cole keeps playing the 
way he is, though, if he keeps 
tempering his new-found abil¬ 
ity to create chances by honing 
his natural instinct to finish 
them off, Ferguson will be able 
to put his chequebook back in 
his pocket while the rest of 
Europe watches in alarm. 


tt*uB9fBo*ftM3Z'T 

Spuria ta*w 
owtnwfl y i 
RESULTS: Gateasway 0 Sonmia Dortmund li Sparta 
Prague O Parma 0: Borussfa Dortmund 4 Sparta Prague 3: 
Parma 2 GaJatasaray O: Parma 1 Barussb Dortmund 0; 
Sparta tagje 3 Gatatasomy 0: Bonwta Dortmund 2 Parma 
0; Gaiatasaray 2 Sparta Prague 0. 

MATCHES TO COME Hat XT: Parma v Sparta Prague; 
Burussia Oortmund v Gatabsarqr. Dm 20: Sparta Prague v 
Bortraaia Dortmund; Ga tatmu ayv Parma. 

GROUP B P W D L F A Pt» 

Feyenoord j •-.; X '* 

RESUITS: FC Kosice 0 Manchester United 3; Juwntus 5 
Feyenoord l: Feyenoord 2 PC Kosice 0: Manchester United 3 
Juventus2; Manchester United 2 Feyenoord 1: FC Kosice 0 
Juverous 1; Feyenoord l Mandtester United 3; Aiwntus 3 FC 
Kosice 2. 

MATCHES TO COME Nor 28: Feyenoord v Juventus. 

Nor 27^ Manchester United v FG Kosice. Dac 20t FC Kosice v 
Feyenoord; Juventus v Manchester United. 


mmm 


RESUUS: Real Madrid 4 Rosenborg n OfrmpMios l FC Porto 
0: FC flortoO Reel Madrid 2: Rosenborg5 OymptaKos J; 
Rosenborg 2 FC Porto 0: Reel Madrid S CHyrnpiahos 3; FC i 
Porto 1 Rosenborg V. Ofymptekos O Reef Madrid 0. 

MATCHES TO COME Nov 2R Roeenliorg v Real Madrid; FC , 
Porto vOrympiakos. Dec ID: Rani Madrid v FC Forex j 

OlymptefcoG v Rosentxxg. 

GROUP E P W D L F A Pts 



RESULTS: Bayern Munich 2 BesKtaa O; Pads Safrit-Garmatn 3 
IFK Gothenburg 0:1FK Gothenburg 1 Bayern Munich 3; 
Bestkas 3 Paris Sotnt-Gemwtn 1; flesMas 1IFK Gothenburg 
O; Bayern Munich 5 Peris Saint-Gemmin 1; IFK Gottienburg2 
BosBOas 3; Parte SalntGennata 3 Bayern Munich 1. 
MATCiB TO COME: Nov ate BesBdas » Bayern Munich; IFK 
Gothenburg v Parts SalnMSormain. Drc 20; Bayern Munich v 
IFK Gothenburg Paris Safait-Oemsta v BesMas. 




RESUUS: PSV EJreJhcwen 1 Dynamo Nov 3; Newcastle 3 
Barcelona 2: Barcelona 2 PSV Eindhoven 2: Dynamo Kiev 2 
Newcasde 2; Dynamo Kiev 3 Barcelona Or PSV EMdhovan Z 
Newcastle 0; Barcelona 0 Dynamo Kiev 4; Newcastle O PSf 
! Ein dh oran 2. 

MATCHES to COME: Nov2& Barcelona v Newcastle. Nov 2ft 
Dynamo Kiev v PSV Ebidhown. Dec 20; PSV BndtaMMi v 
Barcelona: Newcastle v Dynamo Kfevi 


RESUUS: Sporting Usbon 3 Monaco 0; Bayor Leverkusen Z 
Liaise 0; Lieree Z Sporting Lisbon 1: Monaco 4 Bayer 
LavariasenO; Monaco SLIene 3; Sporting Lisbon 0 Bayer . 
Leverioaen 2r Uerae O Monaco i; Bayer LeveriOis c r 4 , 
Sporting Lisbon 3. .. . 

MATCHES TO COME: Nov 26; MonicovSpQrtitgLMbdiK' ¥ 
' UenevBBym-Levertaaen.Deela Sporting Lisbon vLterae; 
Bayer Leverkusen v Monaco. ' - ■ 


AS NEWCASTLE United’S 
players filed out of St James' 
park . an a damp, swirling 
Wednesday evening, die em¬ 
barrassment hidden' behind 
stony expressions was briefly 
illuminated by a rogue, late 
flurry of fireworks that ex¬ 
ploded across the flat sky. 

It was a significant mo¬ 
ment The dub’s expectant 
supporters had come in tin¬ 
gling antiapation of a Nov¬ 
ember 5 celebration of their 
side's Champions’ League 
pedigree. But all they wit¬ 
nessed was a bonfire otf their 
players' vanities, as the 
squad's limitations were com¬ 
prehensively exposed. 

The English dub per¬ 
formed with great heart under 
difficult - circumstances 
awrinsr PSV Eindhoven, their 
efforts ultimately undermined 
by debilitating injuries ami 
suspension. But the reaction 
of the players afterwards re¬ 
vealed that. for all their horn 
ourable effort; they lack true 
quality. 

i t winy Dalglish’s men al¬ 
most tiptoed past the media; 
dedining interviews with a 
shame-faced shake of the 
head. They left it.to one of 
tfadr walking wounded, 
Faustino AspriUa, to spell oat 
the consequences of a second 
defeat in as many weeks by 
tiie Dutch dub. 

*Tt is- almost impossible 
now for us to qualify for the 
quarterfinals,’' AspiiDa said. 
“And I think it will be very 
difficult now for us to win the 
league in England, also. The 
demands of playing in both 
competitions are enormous. 
Ifs asking a lot of any dub to 
be successful m both. Ifs 
taken its tofl an us because of 
injuries, and that has made it 
difficult Icameto win things 
and to play against the fop 
teams in Europe; I have not 
come to sit around in the 
freezing weather arid catch a 
cold." ' 

If Asprflla goes, who will 
follow? Dalglish has spent the 
last week offering a bristling 
defence of his side's qualities. 
But after the game on Wed¬ 
nesday, one of his players 
admitted to' nte'thatfvdiae 
Newcastle have commitment 
and endeavour, they do not' 
have the genuine quality in 


By David Maddock 
U nited’s depth of the leading Euro¬ 


pean teams. 

It will take time to build 


such a squad, and the.budgei 
is limited. Qualification for 
the European Cop quarter¬ 
finals would have brought at 
least an extra £2 million into 
the club, and almost certainly 
considerably more. The name 
being bandied around Tyne¬ 
side as a possible target of 
Dalglish, to strengthen his 


he is operating raider. It is 
Kevin Campbell, the Notting¬ 
ham Forest striker: 

Things will look far less 
gloomy when Asprflla re¬ 
turns, and both Batty and Lee 
are restored after suspension. 
But action is still required, 
and Campbell is not the 
answer. 



. AspriPa: disheartened 

Dalglish has the technical 
ability of Barnes and the 
fleeting talent? of Ketsbaia. 
but beyond that, and the 
Cotohibian’s maverick skills, 
time is a shortage of inspira¬ 
tion. and a shortage of goals. 
Contrast that with Kevin 
Keegan’s Newcastle and it is 
not bard to understand why 
flat natives are a little restless 
at St James’ Park. 

However, there is'no crisis, 
and Dalglish is already-'some 
way into a renovation job that 
was urgently required after 
Keegan’s flawed reign: His 
long-term task will be to 
supplement Baines's qualities 
in midfield and exchange his 
defence fora new model But 
-his mod* j pressing s engage¬ 
ment remains to appease the 
muttering supporters with a 
top quality striker. 
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Bradford sign McGinlay 
to bolster their ambitions 


ONLY £1.98 EACH 


This week The Times , in association 
with Penguin Books, offers you the 
chance to buy up to ten audiobooks 
at only £1.96 each. The range includes 
something for all the family from The 
Adventures of Tom Kitten fay Beatrix 
Potter to Therapy by David Lodge. 
Simply collect four differently 
numbered tokens out of the six 
published in The Times this week to 
make your choice. You must choose a 
minimum of two, but only one of each 
title, from those listed below. 
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T. S. Eliot 

Old Possum s Book 

of Practical Cats 
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Plus save 50% on 20 other titles 

There are also a further 20 audiobooks which you can purchase at half price. They include an 
autobiography by Alec Guinness and a book of poetry. The Mersey Sound. For these you do 
not need tokens and you can order as many as you wish. 




Tick each audiobook required and enclose four diffe ren tly Please enter quantity of each haSFpnce audiebook you wisfi to r 

rHimbered tokens from The Times ptusacftcque/P0forC158per purchase. No tokens are required ter this part of the offer 
audiobook. You must order at least two but only one of anytime --—— - — --- * 
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JOHN McGINLAY yesterday 
joined Bradford City, the Na¬ 
tionwide League first division 
dub. from Bolton Wanderers 
for E625JXX). The Scotland 
international has managed 
only three first-team starts 
since Bolton's return to the FA 
Carling Premiership. 

McGinlay, 33, started his 
career at Shrewsbury Town 
and played for Bray and 
Mill wall before joining Bolton 
for E100.000. 

Cofln Todd, the Bolton man¬ 
ager. said: "Ideally, we didn’t 
want John to leave us. He'S 
been a tremendous player for 
Bolton, scoring goals and con¬ 
tributing magnificently in the 
day-to-day activities of foe 
dub. Bat John felt he would 
not get the number of games 
he required here and it was 
best that he should move on." 

McGinlay’s last start for 
Bolton came in a Coca-Cola 
Cup match against Wimble¬ 
don last month — Bolton’s first 
win at the Reebok Stadium. 

Chris Kamara. the Brad¬ 
ford manager, emphasised the 
signing of McGinlay dis¬ 
played how high his dub — 
lying eighth in the table—was 


Bv Our Sports Staff 

aiming this season. “Were 
doing all right, bat that's the 
best time , to add top-quality 
players — when you’re doing 
well," Kamara said. “TbaTS 
how ambitious we are this 
season. We’ve been in contact 
with Bolton for two weeks and 
the fee has gone higher and 
higher. We’ve agreed two fees 
with them and they’ve come 
back and asked for more. 

"Eventually, we got to meet 
their demands. Therewas also 
interest from one or two other 
dubs and we had to beat 
them. He scored 30 goals last 
season and was top scorer in 
tiie first division. Obviously 
we hope he is top scorer again 
this year." 

Kamara has been warned 
after being found guilty of 
misconduct during his side’s 
I-I draw with Portsmouth last 
month. 

Kamara was charged after 
an incident involving the 
Portsmouth physiotherapist 
and one of the Bradford 
players. “Theonly reason I got 
a warning was because I 
broke one rule, which was 


entering tiie field of play," 
Kamara said. "I was hopirigto 
be desired completely, but. I 
wasn't aware of foe- rule. 
Other than that, 1 was 
vindicated." 

Wimbledon hold the key to 
Bournemouth’s hopes of sign¬ 
ing Andreas Lundt, the Nor¬ 
way Under-21 international, 
on loan from FK Molda 

The Nationwide League sec¬ 
ond division dub has agreed 
terms with Aaghi Haradi, the 
Mokfe manager, and the strik¬ 
er. a former team-mate of Ole 
Gonnar Solskjaer, now with 
Manchester United, to join 
Bournemouth until the end of 
the season. 

A final decision rests with 
Moktels owners, who also 
have a financial stake in 
Wimbledon. The Premiership 
dub has first refusal on the 
Norwegian clubs players. 

-Molde'are loom to allow 
lindt to play in England ^— but 
they don’t realty want him to 
play ! in foe Premiership.” 
Trevor Watkins, the Bourne¬ 
mouth chairman, said. “He is 
a good young player who they 
rate at least as highly as 
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CHANGING TIMES 


BATH CITY expect to canfinn 
their intention to sell Twerton 
Park, their home for foe post 
65 years, at an emergency 
meeting of their shareholders 
on November 19. 

Leslie Kew, tiie former Bris¬ 
tol City chairman who is a 
member of the board of direc¬ 
tors. said: "It’S something 
that’s been under consider¬ 
ation for many years but has 
only really been an the cards 
for the past 12 months. 

"It’S a typical story; As a 
dub we have a very good asset 
and to cash. We feefwe’ve got. 
to look forward, turn that 
asset into cash and relocate." 

The dub staved off the 
atte n t ions of the administra¬ 
tors in the aftermath of the 
departure of Bristol Rovers, 
their tenants for ten years, at 
die start of last season but still 
have debts of £300.000 - 
increasing daily as they sus¬ 
tain life in the Dr Martens 
League premi er division on 
attendances that average 500. 


Non-League FOotball 
Bv Waiter Gammie 

"TWerton Park is getting 
very oW and has teen better 
days," Kew said. "It is expen¬ 
sive to maintain. You travel 
around and see places tike 
Yeovil. Weymouth. Dorches¬ 
ter and Hednesford, simple 
and almost maintenance free 


notions. They might not hold 
15,000 people but we dor not 
need that,- 

Kew says a conditional con¬ 
tract for the sale of Twerton 
Park may be signed within six 
weeks—which would indude 
a danse that would allow Bath 
to stay at the ground for v 
another two seasons. “1 can*i 
say anything about a new 
ground at the moment but the 
signs are encouraging,’’ he 
said. He believes it will be 
three years in tiie making and 
would certainly be withinfoe:- 
dtyarea. 

The perils of nor having a 


rite lined up before leaving a 
ground can be axnpty demon- 
strand by the toils of Tncrw- 
bridge Towel. Bath* present 
tenants,^who soW their ground 
to .meet a - £100,000 option 
called in by Bearer Heroes. 

Although they had planning 
perntisskn for a site in the 
Southwick area of the town, 
the refusal by West Wiltshire 
CounriltD allow them a letter 
of intent has Killed tiie plan. It 
means they, cannot apply for. 
grants to boost foe £ 200,000 
they have left in the bank. 
Tbny Moore, foe chairman, 
said: “You ran understand our 
diwppoinfaient wbetr ydtii 
consider h was: seven years 
ago that we in train tiro 
move to Sou&wick/' The cost 
oftitea4.-plKteioawas £35,000. 
DGatesherid. second brttom 
in tiie Cc^tfEcnce. tins week 
appointed John /GanriH tte 
former Rnnrom; and. EfefiEuc 
Town mara^j- .to . s ucce ed 

days ago. ' v . . ; . • 


Gloucester or Southampton 
v Somersham or Histon or 
GravesmdandNortfiflerf: 



'WokmgorBi^hton: 

vGiffingham 
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RUGBY UNION 


i ; -VJ 


nv fJ e N Long’s chance to 
r S jump to head 

of hooking queue 

■ bJ By David Hands, rugby correspondent 
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ONE of tomorrow's Hedneken 
Cup quarter-finals could offer 
Andrew Long the springboard 
from which to catapult into 
England's squad for the game 
against Australia at Twicken¬ 
ham next week. Though Bath 
will not confirm their XV to 
play Cardiff until tomorrow. 
Long wQl start ahead of Mark 
Regan, the present England 
hooker, in the knowledge that 
places in England’s first inter¬ 
national of die season are up 
forgrabs. 

The position of hooker is 
only one of those in doubt, 
. considering that neither 
y Regan nor Gloucester's Phil 
r Greening have been automat¬ 
ic choices for their respective 
clubs this season. Long, only 
20, played in Clive Wood¬ 
ward’s England Under-21 
teams last season and, now 
that Woodward is the senior 
national coach, the youngster 
has also appeared m several 
senior training squads. 

The England party of 21 will 
be announced next Tuesday, 
which makes tomorrow's 
games of particular signifi¬ 


cance. given die mixed form of 
several leading contenders. 

The Allied Dunbar finemier- 
ship meeting of Northampton 
and Saracens — brought for¬ 
ward from Sunday — will pit 
Matthew Dawson against 
Kyran Bracken in a contest 
between the country's two 
leading scrum halves, while 
Richard Hill also returns for 
Saracens. 

Hill. England’s open-side 
flanker last season, has had to 



King: rapid advance 


Sponsor invests in the 
future of five nations’ 




FOR the first time in its 115- 
year history, the five nations' 
championship will.be spon¬ 
sored (Mark Souster writes). 
\Uoyds TSB was confirmed 
* yesterday as the new backer 
in a wide-ranging sponsor¬ 
ship deal worth £12 million. It 
also includes the 1999 World 
Cup (for which the. company 
will be the official bank), the 
qualification tournament next 
season involving England. 
Scotland and Ireland, sepa¬ 
rate individual internationals 
and the development of youth 
rugby. 

Lloyds TSB, the world's 
biggest bank in terms of 
market capitalisation, wzD be. 
the tide sponsor of the 1999 
and 2000 five nations-’ cham¬ 
pionships. with anr option , 
thereafter. In the five nations’ 
this year, home games played 
by England, Ireland and 

f ales will be known as 
oyds TSB internationals, 
le company’s name also will 
be attached to matches tins 


season between Scotland and 
- Australia, England and New 
7>a(anri, and Wales a^d Italy. 

The contract between the 
Royal Bank of Scotland and 
file Scottish Rugby Union 
ends this season after a 15- 
year association, while that 
between Sotiete Generate and 
. the Fed eratio n Brangaise de 
Rugby (EFR) ends idler the 
1999 championship. Negotia¬ 
tions between FFR and 
Uoyds TSB about what hap¬ 
pens thereafter are ongoing. 

Hie breakdown of tiie mon¬ 
ies provided by Lloyds TSB 
has not been revealed, but the 
income from the five nations’ 
dement will be distributed 
equally. Lower down the 
scalesbaqk is backing the 
Dragons’ Rugby Trust for 
under-21 players in Wales; 
similar schemes are intended 
in England and Scotland. 
“We are backing the game 
from grass roots to glory," 
Ford Ennals, of Uoyds TSB, 
said: 


watch Neil Back advance his 
claims over the past three 
weeks while recovering from 
injury but at least, in that 
position. Woodward has cover 
to spare. Elsewhere he is less 
weD off. Tim Sampson, de¬ 
spite his unsettled position at 
Newcastle, has no serious 
rival at frill back. 

Jr would also be a comfort to 
Woodward if Alex King 
proved his fitness for Wasps 
against Brive on Sunday. 
Though Mike Catt must hope 
to retain the No 10 jersey. 
King’s advance this season 
has been significant and Carrs 
footballing ability could well 
earn him a place at centre, the 
position in which he first 
sprang to prominence with 
Bath. 

Meanwhile the Internation¬ 
al Rugby Football Board 
(1RFB) said yesterday that 
players would be permitted to 
wear protective garments, in¬ 
cluding headgear, in the Inter¬ 
nationals to be played before 
Christmas. 

It seems a remarkable coin¬ 
cidence — to say the least — 
that the three southern-hemi¬ 
sphere powers. many of whose 
players have worn illegal pro¬ 
tection for some time, are 
involved in those inter¬ 
nationals. 

The lions wore protective 
vests in the summer series but 
the issue was brought back 
into the spotlight during the 
Heineken Cup pod games, 
when Bath and Pontypridd 
discovered just before their 
kick-off that they were not 
allowed to wear them. 

The IRFB claims that this 
will be a trial period applica¬ 
ble only in internationals, with 
domestic requirements (where 
only pads taped to the body 
are allowed) unchanged. This 
seems something of a non¬ 
sense. Either protective vests 
are legitimate or they are not 
Michael Lynagh wifi decide 
before Christmas whether this 
will be his last season. The 
Australian. 34. the world's 
leading international points- 
scorer who is in bis second 
season with Saracens, hinted 
in an interview screened on 
Sky Sports’s The Rugby Club 
that business opportunities 
and the physical demands the 
game is making on him might 
influence his decision. 
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FOR THE RECORD 


BASKETBALL 

NATIONAL. ASSOCIATION (NBA): Boston 
74 Miami 90, Ctemxto. 110 Dates 103: 
Devon 87 Mtflera 99; New Jerwy 112 
Golden Scats 96: Rifiaaetoha 88 Atlanta 93: 
CJucago 94 Ortando 81, San Antonio 87 
Vancouver 79; Los Angefes CJppere 110 
Houston 124 

FENCING - 

GDANSK European championships: 
Men: Foil: Float: A KrzasinsW (Poll bt S 
GokMch {IM IS- JO Women: E 
FWraL I MtfKZB (Hun) btKNase (Gar) 15-14. 

FOOTBALL 

Wednesday's late results 
EUROPEAN CUP CHAMPIONS' LEA¬ 
GUE: Group A BofussB Dortrrund 2 
Parma fr. Galata&my 2 Sparta Prague 0 
Group B: Juvsnais 3 PC Kosce 2; 
Feyenoont 1 Manchester United 3. Group 
C: Barcelona 0 Dynamo Kiev 4; Newcastle 
0 PSV Eindhoven 2. Group D: FC Porto 1 
Rosenborg 1: Otyntpatos 0 Real Madrid 0 
Group E: IFK Gothenburg 2 BbsMk 1: 
Pare Scurn-Getrron 3 Bayern Munich 1. 


Group F: Liaise SK 0 AS Monaco 1; Bayer 
LeMtfcuaen 4 Sporttng Laban 1. 
NATIONWIDE LEAGUE First dMstore 
Mddtestjrouph 1 Portsmouth 1; S«inOor3. 
Queens Pane Bangers i Third cMston: 
Brighton 0 Barnet 3. 

BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE Second 
dMNort.- Oydebank 4 Quean of ihs 
South G. 

UEFA CUE Second round, second lag; 
Ancteriecht (BaQ 1 Sctehe W (Get) 2 
iSchalka win 3-1 on aggl. 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Cup: PreSmlnafv 
round, second leg: Sungboune 3 
Crawtey (Crawley win M on agg) S: 
Wisbech 1 Grantham 4 (Grantham wm b-1 
on agg). 

ISTHMIAN LEAGUE; Gusrttan Insurance 
Ofe Second round: H stow 2 Bromley 3 
FA CARLSBEHG VASE Rrei round 
replay: PorfNevon 2 Smndon Supemme 
1; Newbivy AFC 0 Endateigh 1 
PONTWS LEAGUE Cup. Group ona: 
Okftiam 2 Burnley 1 Group two: Sheffield 
United 4 SoMmnpB i Grotp throe: 
Waisad 4 Loteeaer i. Group tour: Wton 1 
Stote 5. Group ate Rotherham l£9ac5pool 
1; Tranrwe 6 Scarborough 3 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: Rret 
drvtehore Southampton 1 Tottanhem 1: 
Watford 2 Queens Parh Rangers 1: 
Wimbledon 2 Luton 8 


JEWSON EASTERN COUNTIES LEA¬ 
GUE Premier dMatorc Soram 1 Newmar¬ 
ket l.SUwmaitatOFalkcaiDWBPandT 1 
JEWSON WESS» LEAGUE Fhtt CB-' 
vision: Corns Sports 8 Ryde Spats 0; 
Eastleigh 0 Gospon 1. 

WMSrrONLEAO KENT LEAGUE First 
dMsfon; CoMMan 0 Chatham 2 
SCREWRX DIRECT LEAGUE Ptemtor 
dvislon: Tooington 0 Bamciaple 4. 

PRESS & JOURNAL HIGHLAND 
LEAGUE Devoorwsie 1 Naan County 0 
FA YOUTH CUP; First round: Shtewshov 
S SoUnero SI Michaels 1: Bradford 6 
Naieteon 0; Bournemouth 0 GAnghaxn 3; 
Huddarsfteld 1 York 2 Third quatfying 
round replayr Warrtolay i Walton and 
Hercham Z 

DUTCH LEAGUE MW Maastricht 4 
VUendam 1 

1NTEW4AT1WAL MATCH: Tunisia 2 Bos¬ 
nia 1 fn Twit). 

BRAZILIAN LEAGUE Vasco da Gama 2 
AUtO co Mlnetro 0: Corinthians 1 Flanunyo 
0; Unite StoJoSo 0 Guarani 1; Juvsfltude 2 
Bragantro 1; Santos 2 Amanca-Natai 0 

HOCKEY 


WTERNATIttelAL MATCHES: 
England 3: Egypt 3 England 6 





“The best rugby video we've ever seen 1 

Rugby World Magazine 
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1 Experience the pleasure, 

; the pain, the excitement 
| the agony and sheer 
intensity of the Lions tour 

T: 

of South Africa in this 

Lj 

f unique fly-on-the-wall 
is documentary. 



Delme Thomas, the TJanrfli captain, is carried shoulder high from the field after die club's victory over the New Zealanders 25 years ago 


The famous day Llanelli’s pubs 

'M matches the eager arh Gerald Davies, who learnt to admire the All Blacks 
napanon of a Mat at ^ father’s knee, recalls a rare and historic defeat 


N othing in rugby 
matches the eager an¬ 
ticipation. of a visit 
from the All Blacks — even if 
they are here for a mere 
month instead of tire three 
they once used to stay. 

For my part, this sense of 
delight; to begin with, is an 
inheritance. After all, h is not 
only die sins but occasionally 
the joys of The father that visit 
the son. Central to my tether’s 
way of life was first that cut 
and thrust of the old Daily 
Herald kind of politics and 
second, sporting argument 
which, to all intents and 
purposes, meant rugby and 
football. 

In two points he would 
brook no argument As he 
drew an imaginary but con¬ 
clusive line with his forefinger 
in mid-air. no one was 
allowed to touch Aneurin 
Bevan. That. as they say, was 
that If the subject turned to 
the All Blacks who. to him. 
were personified in the great 
Maori — or, as it was invari¬ 
ably pronounced in west 
Wades, Ma-Hori, with the 


emphasis on the second syll¬ 
able — George Nepia, a 
reverential silence was also 
observed, more pronounced 
almost than that for the MP 
for Ebbw Vale. 

At the mention of the All 
Blacks, my father would in¬ 
hale his Woodbine cigarette, 
thin but heavily nicotined. 
raise his head gently and 
stare wistfully at a fixed point 
on the horizon as if trying to 
imagine the other end’ of the 
world from where Nepia 
came. He would swivel his 
head from side to side and 
exhale with a muffled hiss 
through pursed lips. 

“What a team." he might 
have said had he ever felt it 
necessary to explain. Normal¬ 
ly voluble and articulate on 
such matters, this gesture was 
sufficient in itself to signify 
that the All Blacks were 
beyond compare. He simply 


respected them more than 
any other. 

His local team, though, was 
Llanelli The Scarlets. In their 
centenary year, (he dub was 
accorded a fixture against the 
New Zealanders. led by fan 
Kirkpatrick. There was to 
everyone's way of flunking, 
especially that of Carwyn 
James, their immaculate 
coach, a chance to make 
history. Swansea had beaten 
New Zealand in 1935, Cardiff 
did the same in 1953 and. ten 
years later, so had Newport 
To fulfil their destiny, to be 
counted in the pantheon of 
Welsh rugby, the Scarlets had 
to triumph against die leg¬ 
endary black jerseys bearing 
the silver fern. 

On October 31, 1972. with 
Stradey Park foil id the brim 
with the passion of 24.000 
voices, the sovereign wreath 
was won. This was the day 


according to Welsh rugby’s 
troubador, Max Boyce, when 
“the pubs ran dry." and Phil 
Bennett, the dub's great fly 
half, believed it co be "the 
greatest day of my rugby life.** 
while the captain. Delme 
Thomas, usually quiet of 
manner and impassive of 
face, was carried shoulder 
high from the field in glory. 

With Llanelli winning 9-3 
my father came home 
pleased. But it was never 
going to be enough to change 
his mind. It had been his 
dub’s day. But to his way of 
thinking the All Blacks re¬ 
mained peerless. 

Other countries from the 
southern hemisphere may 
claim similar supremacy but 
their reputations remain open 
to question. The Springboks, 
for all their power and influ¬ 
ence. can fall short of good 
opinion and. in their time. 


ran dry 

caused bitier disapproval. 
They are rigid and blinkered 
while their motives are often 
suspect. The Wallabies’ fame 
and success, because relative¬ 
ly recent, remain a flicker in 
rugby history. They have yet 
to pass the longevity test 

The All Blacks, from rug¬ 
by's early beginnings, have 
rarely been anywhere other 
than’basking in the full glare 
of the sun. The shadow of 
ordinariness has never 
touched them. 

Experience, along with my 
legacy, has confirmed the 
bdief they are the best rugby 
nation of alL Time and again 
they have proved their worth. 
The Springboks may have 
won the World Cup but it is 
the All Blacks who rule the 
rugby world. New Zealand 
have moved seamlessly into 
the professional world simply 
because professionalism was 
a matter of attitude to them 
and one which, in any case, 
they had always had. Tomor¬ 
row they return to Stradey 
Park to begin showing us 
once more how they do it 


ICE HOCKEY 

NATIONAL LEAGUE (NHLj: Pittstoumh 2 
Dallas 5; Carodna 3 Defro# 1. Ronda 2^New 
Jersey 4; Montreal 4 Prxjente Z New York 
Wanders 4 Edmonton 4; Celgery 3 Toronto 
4: Colorado 2 Now York Rangers 4: 
Anartelm S Tampa Bay 2. 

RUGBY UNION 


TOUR MATCHES: Buenos Aires 12 Austre- 
fe XV 17 to Buenos Ares). Oxford 
Unkrarefly 16 Tongs XV 31; London hsti 7 
New South Wales 52. 

SCHOOLS MATCHES; Dally Ma> under- 
18 Cup; Third round: RGS Wycombe 
50 Henley 0: Tto#y 15 Etttam 22 Other 
matches; KES, Can*; KB 21 King's. 
Worcester 2S; St Edward's. Ortord 41 
Wlanwdi 0; T ary on 44 King's, Taunton 17, 
lOng Edward's Aston 7 Densiona 52; Kent 
Cod 88 Roger Manwocd School 0. 

SQUASH ~~ 

KUALA LUUPiat Mtortd cfavnptonshlpR 
Second round: A Gough (Waiesi bt C 
WaBtef (Eng} B-15. 10-15. 15-12. 15 -tO. 
15-12; M Cams (Era) bt S Parka (Eng) 
15-10.15-14.3-15.15-fl: A Bareaa (EgypO 
bt M Chalorw [Eng} 15-10. 153. 159. P 
Meo( (Scot} Of D Evans (Watesj 12-15.157, 
155. 157: P Marshal (End t* D Jarcon 
|Aus) 156.156.1513: J Power (Can) ta 
Arrjad Kahn (PM) 159.15-6.15-4: R Eytea 
(Aua} bt C WSpntk ISA} 1511.1513.515. 
1512; A Hi (Aits) WGRvdng (Can) 17-15. 

159. 15 - 9 . 

TENNIS 

STOCKHOLM: Stod'hofan Open First 
round: T Enavsr (Swe) or M Norman (Swe) 
7-5, WT fohansson (Swe) bt F Dewutf 
CBS) 6-2. 7-5: J Bjorionan (Swe) bt M-K 
Gwer (Gerl B-i. 52 rat. Second round: P 
Ratter (Aus) W J van Hack (Bel) 63,6-4: C 
PtoKne (Ft) bl M TebbuB (Aus) 53.57.54. 
G Ftosedsfci (GB) « L Rous (Frt 6>4. 7-6: 
Btortuwn bi Johansson 54.7* M Larsson 
(Swe) W Enqvist 51.52 
MOSCOW: KramRn Cup: Second round: 
A O'Brien (US) bt H Oeekmann (Ger) 57. 
54. 51: P Korda (C5) bt K Cartssn (Den) 
7-ft 57. 54; S Sflinaan jArro) wo B 
UfrrachlCz) Quartar^hateWSackGOm) 

bt D VSce* (Ca 51. 52: Koala W O'Etoen 
7-5, 53 

SANTIAGO: Chevrolet Cup: Second 
round: M Puerto (Arg) bt AVRoca (So) 54. 
53; R VasekJCzi U A Gaudzm fa 54. 
7-5: J Afonso (Sp)tsM Craca (Gar) 54.1-6, 
7-5; M Fippn (Urul H A Martin (Sp) 7-5. 

CHICAGO: Amarttech Cup: Rnt round V 
Basuu No) bi L Ostertah (IS) 50.53. S 
Appefrnans (Bel) bt UJ Femarate (US] 
52. 51; A Sogiyema (Japan) bl T Snyder 
(US) 54,53. Second rouid: M Seles [US) 
bt M (Pbft 3-4 53.52 
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SQUASH 

Marshall 
takes up 
the baton 

From Coun McQuillan 
IN KUALA LUMPUR 

FOUR Britons will contest the 
quarter-finals of the individ¬ 
ual World Open champion¬ 
ship here, but only one of them 
is a member of the four-man 
England squad sent to defend 
the world ream tide. 

Peter Marshall, the former 
world No 2, forced to qualify 
here after two years out of the 
game struggling with chronic 
fatigue syndrome, remains to 
represent official England. 

He defeated Dan Jenson, 
the tenth seed. 15-6.15-6,15-13 
in 45 minutes yesterday. To 
become only thethird qualifier 
to reach a World Open semi¬ 
final in 21 years, however, the 
double-handed 26-year-old 
must raise his game yet again 
to deal with the effervescent 
fourth seed, Jonathon Power, 
of Canada, today. 

The reigning British cham¬ 
pion, Mark Cairns, who 
missed selection for the nat¬ 
ional squad, also survived, at 
the expense of Simon Parke, 
the fourth-seeded England 
first string. 

Cairns faces Alex Gough in 
the quarterfinal. Gough, the 
first Welshman to read] such 
a stage in the World Open and 
the man Cairns defeated for 
his British tide last January, 
puf our Chris Walker, the 
England captain. $-15. 10-15. 
15-12.15-10, 15-12 in 91 minutes. 

Peter Nicol, the second seed¬ 
ed Scot, beat the young Welsh 
champion. David Evans. 
10-15. 15-7, 15-5. 15-7, in 55 
minutes and will today meet 
the fifth seed. Ahmed Bara da. 
of Egypr, who disposed of 
Mark Chaloner, of England, 
in straight games yesterday. 

The top quarter-final is be¬ 
tween two Australians — Rod¬ 
ney Eyles, the No l seed, and 
Anthony Hfli. whose ban from 
his national team for the rest 
of the century resulted in large 
part from the disgusted reac¬ 
tion of Eyles to HOI’S aggres¬ 
sive tactics against Mir 
Zairian Gul of Pakistan, in the 
last world team champion¬ 
ship, two years ago. 


EQUESTRIANISM 


Smith mounts quest for final 


ROBERT SMITH will at¬ 
tempt to capitalise on his sixth 
placing in the Amsterdam 
World Cup qualifier last 
month when he competes at 
the Brussels international 
Show this weekend. Smith is 
riding the in-form Senator 
Tees Hanauer. whose success¬ 
es this season include the 
Dublin Grand Prix and a 
team bronze medal at the 
European championships in 
Mannheim. 

Despite a dash of dates 
with Vienna and Toronto; the 
show, which hosts the sixth of 
16 qualifiers, has attracted 


By Jenny MacArthur 

many leading riders, includ¬ 
ing Ulrich Kirchhoff. the 
Olympic champion, of Germ¬ 
any. and Markus Beerbaum 
and Lars Nieberg. members 
of their gold medal-winning 
team in Mannheim. Trevor 
Coyle and Cruising, winners 
of the MUIstreet qualifier last 
week, head the Irish 
contingent 

Britain has only two riders 
— Smith and Michael 
Whitaker. British riders have 
made little impression on the 
World Cup rankings, from 


which the top 19 qualify for 
the final in Sweden in April. 
Smith, at joint 29th. is the 
highest-placed. 

After Tees Hanauer’s recent 
performances. Smith. 36. is 
confident he can improve that 
placing on Sunday. Although 
17, the German-bred gelding 
— Britain's third-highest 
money-winner — has be¬ 
trayed little sign of his age 
with good rounds in Mann¬ 
heim and Amsterdam. 

Whitaker will ride Virtual 
Village Ashley in the qualifier 
and Two Step in the grand 
prix tomorrow. 


Highflyers 



Woriii^ on an nerofAane lffli’t nrueh fan. Bat with BT Conference 
Coll you hold the meeting, and skip the trip. By connecting you with 
up to l^Oftpeoj^ sunttfeaneon^r on the phone, not onl y do you save 
on time and money; yon save on tfce jet tagtioo. ' ^ 


BT Conference Call. For a free demonstration: 

Freefone 0800 800 800 


OFFER ENDS 31.12.B7. 'SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. 















TELEVISION CHOICE 


Regent Street's ocean liner 


One Foot in Broadcasting House 
BBCZ SXCpm 

The BBC could hardly let its 7Srf» anniversary go 
by without criebrating the bmktmg which sum* 
1932 has been its headquarters. The job fells to 
Patrick Wright, who knows Broadcasting House 
as a Radio 3 presenter and is alive to botfr its 
splendid period architecture and mad d eni n g 
imp rartTcaiinW Sadly much of the 1930s 
flamboyance has been removed by' later 
refurbishmait as function has taken ever from 
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Watson hones her powerlifting skills twice a day, fitting in training sessions around her work as a physiotherapist Photograph; Ashley Coombes 

Age of no concern to Watson 

I n running Ledie^vatsmi John Goodbody meets a dual international who still 

GSS!%. The m£ retains a burning desire to succeed at the highest level bh*SihTn5sSh^ 


I n running, Leslie Watson 
is a legend. In 
power tiffing, she could 
become one. The Mar¬ 
lene Dietrich of British sport 
Watson is famously shy about 
her age, but she is an interna¬ 
tional athlete who has com¬ 
pleted 206 marathons and 
twice won the London to 
Brighton road race. 

While many male runners 
would recover from such feats 
by gently massaging their legs 
and sipping drinks. Watson 
would concentrate on her 
make-up for die medal 
ceremony. 

Tomorrow, she defends her 
title in the world powerlifting 
championships in Blackpool. 
To represent Britain in two 
sports is now a rarity, but to do 
so in such contrasting disci¬ 
plines is a remarkable 
achievement 

The stamina of ultra-dis¬ 
tance running has little in 
common with the focused 
force of powerlifting. One 
activity lasts for hours; the 
other for seconds. There is 
little crossover of physical 
ability. 

Watson was not particularly 
gifted as a short-distance run¬ 
ner. “When I was only five, I 
used to arrange races with my 
friends after school, or after 
dancing classes. They always 
beat me so I went on and on, 
race after race, until eventual¬ 


ly I outlasted someone." She 
came under the guidance of 
John Anderson, one of Brit¬ 
ain's most successful athletics 
coaches, and, at the age of 18. 
became the Scottish mile 
champion. 

She ran her first marathon 
when hot pants were fashion¬ 
able. “I wore them but really [ 
was a little too far. so one day 
when I saw an advertisement 
for a marathon, it crossed my 
mind that marathon running 
might be slimming.” 

So began an epic series of 
races, making her a celebrated 
figure in events around the 
world. Her best time, set in 
1986, was 2hr 43min. Many of 
her competitors were her pa¬ 
tients, because at die same 
time as running she was 
building up a successful phys¬ 
iotherapy practice in the West 
End of London. 

Her marathon career fin¬ 
ished on die Isle of Wight in 
1994 with a knee injury. “I 
have tried to limp along but 
there is wearing of the carti¬ 
lages and a slight tear in one of 
them.” She would like to run 
again and places great hopes 
in acuptmrure and a suitable 
diet 


She had been unable to do 
aerobics, did not tike cycling, 
found swimming inconvenient 
and so restarted weight train¬ 
ing, which die had done as a 
teenager. “Even then I really 
enjoyed weights; I had a feel 
for die sport. I used to love it 
when weightlifting was shown 
on television and often used to 
read bodybuilding 

magazines.” 



Watson in her heyday 
as a marathon runner 


With her highly competitive 
approach she wanted to know 
what events she could enter. 
She spoke to Ruth Jordan, the 
female bodybuilder who is 
Miss UK. who told her “You 
could train every day for six 
years just to come last.” So she 
began training every day, 
planning eventually to come 
first 

In her first powerlifting 
competition, she lifted rally the 
bar, but at least she had 
started. Powerlifting consists 
of three lifts: the botch press, 
squat and dead-lift, move¬ 
ments that put greater empha¬ 
sis cm sheer strength than die 
two Olympic lifts of the snatch 
and the dean-aadjeric 

Watson often tr ams twice a 
day, fitting her sessions at a 
gym in Kubum High Road 
around her appointments as a 
physiotherapist. 

She has added only about 
half a stone since her running 
days and competes in the 
under-48kg (7*ast) class. She 
can bench press 67hkg (1491b), 
squat 100kg and dead-lift 
115kg. amazing-figures - for 
someone of her weight, age 
and background in another 
sport. 


She says that she is 47 years 
old T but articles in the past 
have given her a variety of 
birthdates. The reason she has 
been so coy is because she 
always wants to compete in 
open categories, not in events 
restricted by age. 

Watson believes she has 
“fast twitch” fibres for her 
arms but “slow twitch" for ha- 
legs. This means that she can 
excel in an explosive move¬ 
ment using her upper body, a 
movement such as bench 
press, but flourishes in more 
sustained movements with ha 
Iowa body. The sports of 
running and powerlifting also, 
however, require a different 
temperament. 

“ “W” find I was far more laid 
■ back for running.” she 
I said. “There is ail the 
chit-chat between com¬ 
petitors. But I have to calm 
myself for powerlifting. Some¬ 
times I cannot write my own 
name because I am so 
nervous.” 

Ha training partner. Fay 
Mflham. 50. wfll be competing 
as a veteran. Watson looks 
worried. “She is catching me 
up quite quickly. In training, if 
she ups die weight; then I do 
as wdL Then 1 raise more and 
she has-to folkNfc roe."-Wflfr 
son* desire to excel remains 
insatiable, whatever ha age 
and whatever die sport. : 


London.-George Orwell used BH as the model tor 
his Ministry orTruth in 1984 but the peopleWright 
talks to have only affection for the place. 

Dangcrfidd 

BBCL930pm ■ 

The last thing poor Dr Paul wants wboi he is 
trying to get ready far his daughter's wedding is to 
be the target of an armed gang or, for that matter, 
to have his surgery torched. Tb the last; and this is 
positively his final appearance before being written 
out of the show. Nigel Le VaDlanfs police surgeon, 
wears the trademark frown. But regular viewers 
will knew that from even its darkest moments, 
Dangerfidd has a knack of making sure that its 
plots land sunny side up. And so, without giving 
anything away, it is hoe. As one Nigd leaves/ 
another takes over. As announced before the start 
of this series. Le Vafllanrs successor is to be Nigel 
Havers, whose character was' introduced last 
week. That Havers plays aDr Paige will not mean 
a change of title. Dangerfidd has departed but 
Dongerfieftf fives on. 

The Wogan Years 
BBC1,1020pm 

Much of the Wogan show was forgettable stuff, 
actors turning out to plug their latest Sms and 
trying to look as if they.wrre enjoying ft. And then 
there was Anne Bancroft. She rcfased to play the 
game, stonewalling questions with monosyllabic 
answers and making-it dear that she hated every 


minute. Perversely, since the show was not meant 
to be like that, ft is the interview that almost 
everybody remembers. We get a reminder of n 

tornghL At least ■ Bancroft delivered her 
disapproval with a smile Not so Christopher 
Uoyd.starafBackto the Future, who was not only 
unforthcomina but charmless with it. His PR 
people roust nave squirmed. Best of the laiesr 
compilation are the war memoirs of Frankie 
Howerd. Spike Milligan and Peter Ustinov. Worst 
are the unfunny anecdotes of old Holiywood stars. 


Crapston Villas 
Channel 4,11.10pm 


so well They might add that the only difference is 
that while BastEnders is 30 minutes of untilteable 
people shouting at each other. Cranston Villas is 
the same thing lasting half as long. But that would 
be too dismissive. Crapston is not a real soap but a 
parody, it uses animation instead of live action and 
iris able, thanks to the lateness of its transmission 
time, to be ruder than the average visit to Albert 
Square. Whether this consideration makes its 
humour sharper or just crude must be a matter of 
taste. But this story of dysfunctional folk who 
occupy various storeys of a south London house' 
has a ghastliness about it that is often appealing. 
Jane Horrocks and Alison Steadman are among 
those supplying the voices. Peter Waymark 


RADIO CHOICE 


Growing Pains: liberation or limitati on 
Radio 4, lOJOOant (FM dnfy) ' : 

The second of three programmes with Sue limb. 


Inu^somewhat ^lls itself short 


description, limb is certainly amusin&bu£ sne ala) 
produces some touching moments as people open 
up about their real attitudes as opposed to what.. 


they are supposed to flunk. Mary Cooper, a 
founder of Growing Old Disgracefully, tells limb 
that growing old gracefully simply meant that 
women remained; or became, invisible, whereas 
ha approach makes women "our own"powerfuI 
individuals”. I am not so sure that being graceful 
negates power but Cooper is to point out thar 

older people who behave in a spirited way are often 
created as if they are a source of embarrassment. 


The Radio 1 Rap Show ' 

Radio J, IljOOpm • 

l realise that not every reader win be sea nchmgthe 
dial for this tonight bar the significance of Tim 
Westwood's programme on this Friday is that it 
launches the Music of Black Origin (MOBG) 
Awards. The awards are presented on Monday 
night and wfl] be broadcast live by Radio 1 for the 
first time: they indude me for outstanding rhythm 
and blues music, sponsored by Radio I. The 
station's increased involvement this year is further 
justified by the fact that it has several shows which 
feature black music; including those presented by 1 
Westwood and Trevor Nelson. Westwood, Nelson 
and Chris Gold finger, are presenting live shows 
ova die weekend from three venues around 
London. Peter Barnard 


.0 SERVICE 


teued by Midland Bank pfcJMemberHSBC Group 



We heard you wanted ... 


free packs to help you 
start your business* 


FOOTBALL 

Nationwide League 
First dMWon 

Manchester City v HudderstaU (7 4S) 
Second dMsfon 

Odham v Gfflngham (7.45)....- 

FAJ HARP IAQ5I NATIONAL LEAGUE: 
Praetor dMatan: Botwitons * UCD (7.45). 
THE TlkteS FA YOUTH CUP: FM roundc 
Burnley * Wisdom (730). 

OTHER SPORT 

BASKETBALL: Budmitar league: Now- 
caste Eagtes v London Laop a nte UXi 
UntbaBTrophy: Shotted Stew# v Curator 
Jets (7 30f 





RADIO 5 LIVE 






<x> 

Midland 

The Listening Bank 

011 0345 40 41 42 

NMWJiridbndhMk.cDfii 


Not everyone knows enough about business practice 
to get their fantastic idea up and running, so 
Midland has put together a startup pack which 
makes setting up on your own a lot less daunting. It 
indudes a 30 minute video featuring people who 
successfully launched their own businesses and a 
bookJet which teaches you the basks - like writing 
your business proposal and calculating your 
finances. There's also a software package for your PC 
which helps you work out forecasts and projections. 


CafifbrdeDft; 


Ife] 


or visit a branch 



For ywir (ree ixrsuKSi Stirt-up pack, compfe* m BLOCK CAPITALS and Worn the coupon to: 
MMhnd Bank pk. FREEPOST NWW T502, Manchester IM5 ML 
Mr/MyMrt/Mig/Othgr(ptfwip«ify) 


Koine name/mimlKf Sued 


or cat the ampo*. 



County 

Dfrytime td no fine STD)_ Ewing td no fmc STD) 


Do you hoM other Midland acco unts? □ Yc □ N o (ptease tid4. 
if» please Wl in your sort code S® CC l-J J Mayv^wndyou infonnaticoaboutowprodtiti5andsenKesinhrtwe?Oto □ No fifease tid). 
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Answers from page 46 
DEMETRIUS 

(a) A sDversmilb of Ephesus with 
a special line in silver shrines of 
Diana (Artemis). With the 
slogan “Great is Diana of the 
Ephesians", be st irred up a ntob 
against PanL whose preaching 
was inimical to the aitt of the 
goddess and consequently to Ins 
trade. 

ZERUBBABEL 

(b) A scion of flic royal line of 
David and the leader; with the 
priest ierinaa. of the first 
expedition of Jewish exiles from 
Babylon to rebuild Jerusalem. 
Zerubbabcl's expedition 
consisted of Levites, 
Beqjiainites and Jndahhes; 
and was nor weO received try the 
other tribes which had 
remained west of the Jordan, 
putienlaify after ZcmbbaW 
rebuffed their offcrafD help with 
the rebnflding of the city and the 
Temple. 

AGABUS 

(rflHeprophcsted in Antioch (he 
famine which was to bcfaH in the 
days of the EsqKnf Oufim. 
The Christians in Antioch made 
a collection and sent Barnabas 
and Paul with h to Jerusalem. 
The same Agabus or anot he r 
prophesied PaoTs arr est by fhe 
Jews of Jerusalem. 

SEHON 

W King of the Amorites. His 
capital was at Hesbbon. His 
domains lay to the east of the 
Dead Sea. He refused peaceful 
pMfiiige to Moses and the 
Israelites who therefore 
attacked and defeated turn and 
tooh all his lands. Sifam was 
caught at an unlucky moment. 
He had recently expanded Us 
kingdom is war the 

Moabites bat had not had time 
to c*tfahfish mrc control 


SOLUTION TO WINNING 
CHESS MOVE 

1 Ruff! Rxd7 2 Be6 Rd8 (2 n . h? u 
met by 3 Bxb3» and the white 
pawns will win) J d7 b3 4 ch 62 5 
Ba2 end the white pawns win. 


VIRGIN RADIO 


SLOOem Jeremy. Ctertc 7-OOLym Pws&na 1D.00 (FM)Ftabin 
(AM) Grafton Dona lJDOpm (FM) Nick Abbot (MW) 
Nfcfcy Home A00 Ftoas .it John 7J0Q (FM) Paul Coyta(AM) 
Caimh Janos lOOQ Mak Fairest zoom Retard Pater 


TALK RADIO 


GJMtem BC Overton and Carol McGffien (LOO Scott ChtrfioJm 
12410 Lorraine Kefly 2.00pm Tommy Boyd A0O Paw Drnfay 
7.00 Moz Dee’s Sponsaom 104X1 MBw Afcn i.O0am Mhe 
□Won 


6.00am On Air, wtth Andrew McGregor, tnckxfes - ■ 
Hummel (Concertino in G): ftwcbfiav (VWta 
Concerto No 1): Hands! (Concerto grosso in B 
minor); Berfaz (la Spectre data.Raise, NuKb 
d'ere); CTsbrier (Bouttbo Erenhetlque) 

9-M Morning CodecSon, wfth Rstor Hobday. VivaW 
(Concerto in B minor for tour vfoGns aid csOBcj; 
Chopkr (Four Mazurkas); Roussel (Symphony No 
2in Btfetf) 

10X10 Musical Encounters, with Mark RbwSnson 

Rachnwnfocw (tete rf ttw De«J); TaBs (In Pace, in 
Idfoaum); Navak (The MgM. Slovak Sute); Tin 
Rangstoan (Serenade); Andrew March (Marine a 
Travere foe Artires); Sctufoert pefi FVachers 
Uebesgluck): Victoria (Magnfficat a 
Mendfltesohn (String Octet in EfWJ 
ISLflO Composer of the Week: Vaughan WOBante 
l^Opm News; Tho Radio 3 Lunchtime Concert. Lh» 
bom St George's, Brandon Bristol. Chris da.... 

Souza introduces temfflar works In iesatteniar 
gisses. viAh transcrlptfons, anangantente and , 
afiamatwe vereionB of original consxa«artt. 

Nelson Goemer, plena Bach, arr Bralims 
tChaoonne *i 0 rrano); Bach, transcr Busoni 
(Toccata Adegtoand Fugue r Cy, Rachmaninov 
(bbes. Op 21 No 5; Daisies. Op 38 No 3); Schulz- 


CLASSIC FM 


OJXhm Alan Mann Uw tom In Crouch Bid. .The Hna at the 
day's programmes broadcasting torn the presenters’ homes 
9/m Herry Krty Live tram Dublin UQOpni Ustaner Request- 
Hour With Jans Jonas in Bath 2jm Concerto.- Bruch (Violin ■ 
Concerto No 1 In G minor) 3.00 Nick Bafey Live (ram WestT 
Hampstead 7J» Nawsrigiy w*h John Biuraihg 7 JO Sonato* ’ 
Mozart (VioBn Sonata in B tbs) 8JM Evening Concert SchutxirJ 
(Overture, The Ma^c Harp); SChubot (HeWenraatafci); Haydn 
(Ceflo Concerto No2HD); Brahms (Senenada No 2 in At; 
Schubert (Symphony No 1 in D) 1(L00 Michaet Mappin Live 
tmm Aberdeen tOOam Concerto (r) A00 Sa«y PWereon 


Sue Danube} 

2to0 The B8C Archfm. Ftehard Langham SmBh 
m a rches lha areWita tor French chartbar muaic 
niton during and titer the Firet Wotid War. 
hxJudes Poulenc (Rapsodie Nfi^s): D^buasy 


. Poftmes da MaHarmdy 
A00 Mudc Restored (r) 

A45 Music Machine, with Verity Sharp 
5JX) In Tone. As the 4Tst London fflm Festival pets 
■=• wh.wjf, Sean Rafferty looks beck at the rote of 
the British cinema pianist 

7.30 Prytomwice on 3. A concert given in May at the 

Royal Natoem Ccfi^ rf Musa Manchester. 
U^rShetoawprano, BBC Philtemionic i*der 
Peter M axwell Davies. Maxwed Davies (7 in 
. . Momma, Rwatotion and FaS): Beethwen 
- (Symphony No 3 in E SaL Eraca) - 
8-15 fyyy lFE u, y””- “foa noweia and po^ 

■ » ^ yes to Mofiy Bloom (SIS) 

a ' 3S ASbc rt Symphony. AffiorrCopfend conducts ihe 
Loncton %rnphony Orchessra in his Short 
Symphony- 

1(U» Nearand Now, Sarah Walker introduces the last 
rate® season srecordfocp; (ram the InstihJte of 
Contemporary Aits. GartfiKhox. viola. Ensemble ' 
unda - Ftoger Rodgate. Includes Brian 

tennis Xenakis (EmbeSe);. 
Pa£Dawea (Caw’sMsrt to Utssesmi): Richard 

Prorassion) 

11^0 Compos*- of tbe Week: Dossek (rt 

12J30am Documenting the Bltns (r) 

1.00 Through the Night, with Donald Matiteod 


TTIV . * 1 [twin >■> " 
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W hen new lads have 
grown too old to count as 
new any more, what are 
we are left-with? Old lads? Or just 
lad lads, .too lazy to worry any 
more about the subtle layers of 
postmodern irony that make their 
favourite television programmes 
funny. If it's funny, it’s funny—all 

right? 

It will be important no bear that 
in mind far the next few Thursday 
nights, as BBC1 wheels out its big- 
boys guns — Men Behaving 
Badly, They Think Its AU Over 
and Clive Anderson All Talk. For 
90 minutes the air will be heavy 
with the stale scent of... things too 
ghastly to think about Quite a lor 
of it wll also be very funny. 

Particularly in Men Behaving 
Badly, a comedy series which has 
reached dial rare and happy state 
when we will forgive it anything, it 
doesn’t matter that Gary and Tony 
have now been stuck m arrested 
adolescence for so long that the 


Cosy, middle-aged men behaving badly 


rS f ° r 


nstruct ion 


. . . • HI,*. " 

— JI l3; 

' ■-ssS 


orders u p ^ 


mm big event in their lives is likely 
lo be the male menopause. They're 
still funny, it all stOJ works, we 
forgive them. Easy. 

, - It doesn't matter that Gary and 
Dorothy are finally teetering to¬ 
wards the altar. They've lived 
together, they’ve lived apart, 
they’ve been unfaithful, they've 
gone bade to each other. As Gary 
put it last night: "All right then. 
We’ve tried eveiything else.” So 
thars marriage. No problem. 
Forgiven. 

But what should matter — and 
really rather a lot — is the sight of 
Tony and Debs getting together. 
■‘Oooooh,’’ went the studio audi¬ 
ence as Tony’s unexpected skills as 
a midwife finally proved too much 
for Deborah. As their Ups touched, 
I waited for the crash of suspended 
disbelief hitting the ground. 1 
mean, the glossy Deborah and the 
pea-brained Tony, together — not 
in a million years. Honestly, where 
was that crash? It never came; 


Noi because we bought all 
Tony’s nonsense about women 
over 30 having to lower their 
standards. It never came because 
we trust Simon Nye, creator-of the 
series, to make even the downright 
unbelievable funny. 

I t never came because we don t 
want to say goodbye to the 
four central performances — 
die scarily honest Martin Climes 
and Neil Morrissey, and die 
wonderfully straight-faced but 
deeply confused Caroline Quentin 
and Leslie Ash. It never came 
because of inspired script editing 
dial manages to squeeze more into 
half an hour than most sitcoms do 
into three episodes. Garys stag 
night could have provided enough 
material for a feature-length 
Christmas special. The derision 
not to show a second of it was 
inspired. 

Goodness knows what Gary 
and Tony would do if Demi Moore 




Matthew 

Bond 


walked into didr fiat five a nasty 
feeling it would involve cushions), 
but when she walked into Clive 
Anderson AU Talk, our host did 
exactly what we expected him to 
da He gabbled. “Star ... Holly¬ 
wood ... glamorous ... box-office 
...' ladies and g’men. Demi 
Moore.” Kennit used id introduce 
Miss Piggy in a similar style. 

Anderson normally so domi¬ 
nates his interviewees that it only 


really becomes interesting when 
he fails to. This was one such 
occasion, and J was djing to know 
why. Was it the after-effect of the 
Bee Gees walking our? I rather 
doubted ft. Was it because he 
fancied her? Certainly there was a 
lot of flirting going on. which, 
coupled with the fact that Ander¬ 
son's normal, hectoring style does 
not work well with women, would 
explain quite a lot 
Or was it “option C* — the 
powerful Hollywood publicist, 
who had made it quite dear that 
Mr Anderson could have four pre¬ 
arranged questions on Ms 
Moore’s marriage, followed by a 
long plug for her latest film. On no 
account was Ms Moore to be asked 
about her majestic bosom or how 
her hair was already tumbling 
well past her shoulders when she'd 
had it shaved for CJ Jane. Oh and 
another thing. Mr Anderson. Ms 
Moore was not to be interrupted 
by your puerile little comments 


while she was talking seriously 
and at length about the role of 
women in war. Thai was option C 
... explained eveiything, really. 

The fan that it worked as well as 
it did might prompt Anderson to 
abandon his trademark style, but I 
doubt iL Moore was funnier than J 
had expected (she was also much 
smaller than I had expected, 
height-wise anyway) and flirted 
playfully. But anyone who thought 
they might have misjudged her 
should bear in mind that this was 
a woman who stripped to a silver 
bikini on David Letterman. A case 
of different strokes for different 
folks. 1 suppose. 

1 leave Dispatches (Channel 4) 
until last, simply because Nor¬ 
man Fenton, its producer, had 
already covered much of the 
conspiratorial ground in a film he 
made for ITVS Network First last 
year. This, once again, was the 
awful tale of the Gaul, the Hull 


wat questions firms 


rily acquisitions 


H £31)its price-tag 


nus valued at £44.9m 
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6L00am Business Breakfast (32026) 

7.00 BBC Breakfast News (I) (37484) 

9.00 Can’t Cook, Won't Cook (T) (5879194) 
925 Style Challenge (5961129) 

930 Kllroy (T) (2374741) 

1030 Change That (1662543) 

1035 The Really Useful Show (T) (7176533) 
f 1.35 Real Rooms Applying feng shut' to a 
bedroom (9217674) 

1230 News (T) regional news and weather 
(6566465) 

1235pm Can My Bluff (6565543) 

1235Going for a Song (2585262) 

1.00 News (0 and weather (30571) 

130 Regional News (T) (84779674) 

1A0 The Weather Show (50164939) 

1.45 Neighbours (T) (97019804) 

2.10 Quincy (r) (2261533) 

3.00 World on a Plate British super-pigs and 
Philippine wonder rice (I) (9754) 

330 Ptaydays (r) (8437397) 330 Dear Mr 
Barker (3149736) 4.05 The All New 
F ftjpeye Show (T) (5748587) 4.10 Casper 

(T) (3218705) 435 Record Breakers (I) 
(1053397) 530 Newsround (I) (6787620) 
5.10 Blue Peter the 35th B.P. Appeal (T) 
(9638620) 

535 Neighbours (|J(7) (675620) 

630 News (T) and weather (303) 

630 Regional News (T) (755) 

7.00 Weekend Watchdog with Anne 
Robinson (T) (8303) 

730 Top of the Pops (T) (939) 

830999 Ufesavers Highlighting the dangers 
of solvent abus8, which kilts 11 fries 
more people every year than Ecstasy (T) 
(1823) 

& 30 Keeping Up Appearances Comedy, 
starring Patricia Routladge (r) (I) (3858) 
9.00 News (T) regional news and weather 
(2910) 

9.30 hSMHH DangeriMd Paul is 

BraMM reluctantly drawn into a 
complicated crash investigation. Last in 
, series (T) (558910) 

1 020 BM The Wogen Years Highlights 
from the tong-running chat 
show, featuring Interviews wfth Audrey 
Hepburn, Shirley Temple and Stewart 
Granger, Sammy Davis Jnr and Frankie 
Howerd (T) . (337129) WALES; 1020 
Satellite City (767533) 1030 The Wogan 
Years (475668) 1125 FILM: The Witches 
of Eastwtok (236262) 1.15am FILM: 
Crucible of Terror (418335) JL45 Weather 
(6739392) 

10.55 The Witches of Eastwfck (1987) with 

M Cher, Michelle Pfeiffer, Susan Sarandon 
and Jack Nicholson. Humorous fantasy 
about a trio, of sex-starved women who try 
to bring male company back into their 
lives with help tram the supernatural — 
but unwittingly conjure up the Devil. 1 
Directed by George Miter (I) (31787484} i 
12A5am Cnidble of Terror (1971) with James 

n Bolam, M3® Raven and Ronald Lacey. , 
An art-twar visits a deranged sculptor's 
remote Cornish retreat — only to realise i 
too late why his bronze statues are so 
Hfelite. Directed by Ted Hooker (411682) i 
2.15 Weather (7469250) 


VWaoPh»+ and Dm Video MwCsdee 
The numbers next to each TV programme 
feting are Video PlusCodfl” numbers, which 
allow you to progrisnme your video recorder 
Instantly with a VutooP(us+ M handset Tap to 
the Video PtusCode far the-programme you 


6.00am Social Sciences: Modelling In the 
Motor Industry (53007) 630 Whose 
Body? (24644) 

730 See Hear Breakfast News (T and 

signing) (6331741) 

7.15 Tdetubbtes (r) (4240804) 7.40 Smurfs' 
Adventures (f) (2697945) 835 Sman (r) 
(2104842) 830 William's Wish 
Woffingtons (9008194) 835 Wishing (j) 
(4802688) 845 The Record (9890823) 
9.10 Music Makers (2494755) 930 
Watch (4799397) 945 Come Outside 
(4787552) 10.00 Tetetubbies (99738) 
1030 Look and Read (2616397) 1050 
The Art (2696533) ii.io Landmarks (T) 
(1812484) 1130 English File (4945) 
12.00 Scene (I) (61378) 

1230pm Working Lunch (81620) 

1.00 The Little Polar Beer (r) (62740674) 
135 Pingu (r) (63190115) 

1.10 The Art and Antiques Hour Restoring 
arflfeje Ians, pasting with gouache and 
using batik to produce inventive textiles 
(6637736) 2.10 Gang, Going. Gone 
(98446303) 235 The Really Useful Shew 
(3642823) 2AO News (3649736) 2.45 
The Richard Dlmbleby Lecture (r) (I) 
(7306465) 335 News (8244842) 330 
The Village (r) (8613571) 335 The-Really 
Useful Show (8464736) 430 Ready, 
Steady, Cook (686) 430 Through the 
Keyhole (1052668) 435 Esther 
Kidnapped (9892823) 530 Today's the 
Day (804) 

630The Simpsons Homer Is shamed by his 
fttiHxe to score on a test from the National 
Fatherhood Institute (T) (606397) 

635 Star Trek (r) (I) (179620) 

7.15 Electric arcus (494610) 

730Top Gear Motor-sport The Vauxhall 
Vectra touring-car series one year on; the 
Caterham Scholarship tor FI drivers; the 
final round of British Raitycross (281) 



wfah to record. VtdeopkB+ ("), Ptoocoda ( 
and video Programmer are trademarks 
Gamstar Development Ltd- 


Presenter Patrick Wright (8pm) 

8.00 One Foot in Broadcasting 

fjdlffl House A guided tour of 
Broadcasting House (T) (9465) 

8.30 Ground Force The team transforms a 
lumpy garden into a racetrack for radlo- 
oortroted cars. Last to series (T) (1200) 
9.00 Red Dwarf Last to series (T) (8692) 

930 Shooting Stars Last in series (T) (19264) 
10.00 Have 1 Got News for You (62007) 
1030Newsnlght (T) (921262) 

11.15 VB 5 (906113) 

1230The Raggedy Man (1981) Second World 

n War romance, with Sbsy Spacek as a 
divorcee- whose struggle to raise her 
- youngsons is disrupted by the arrival of a 
mysterious sailor. Directed by Jack Fisk 
(7) (36885) 

130am The Phoenix City Story {1955, b/w) 

H Clime melodrama wfth Richard KDey as a 
crusading attorney (I) (5855406) 

235 Weather (6766446) 


6,00am GMTV (4341484) 

935 Supermarket Sweep (T) (5674649) 

935 Regional News (6391378) 

1030 The Time, the Place (86262) 

1030 This Morning (T) (48660823) 

1230pm Regional News (6562649) 

1230 News (T) and weather (2684587) 

1235 WALES: Dogs With Dunbar {2596378} 
1235 Moneyspinners (T) (2596378) 135 
Home and Away (T) (80349561) 130 
Murder, She Wrote (5938804) 

230 WALES: The Pulse (T) (T) (6937939) 
230Yen Can Cook—The Best of China (r) 
(8937939) 

330 News (I) (8249397) 

335 Regional News (8248668) 

330 Jays’ World (3236216) 3.40 Titch 
(1452668) 330 Oscar and Friends 
(1441552) 4.00 Roger and the 
• Rottentrofls (T) (9201262) 4.15 The Best 
of Hey AmoidlfT) (6363674) 440 Fun 
House (T) (9109397) 

5.10 A Country Practice (9190571) 

5.40 News (TJ and weather (859026) 

' 6.00 Home and Away (r) (T) (693823) 

635 Regional Weather (5779804) 

630 Regional News (T) (823) 

7.00 Bruce’s Price is Right (T) (5741) 

730 Coronation Street WiD disaster strike at 
Fiona and Alan's wedding? (T) (197) 
8.00 The Rib Last Fare When a mini-cab 
driver is slabbed during a robbery, Beech 
is anxious tor the well-being of his last 
passenger, a pretty blonde (T) (8991) 
830 Strange But True? Michael Aspel goes 
on the trail of the hairy beast of the North 
. American west coast, Big Fool Pius, the 
Ouija board (T) (5026) 



Helen Baxendale (9.00pm) 

9.00 P.D. James: An Unsutable Job for a 

Woman Cordelia's investigation into the 
death of a Cambridge University student 
reaches its conclusion (T) (4620) 

10.00 News (T) and weather (59533) 

1030 Regional News and weather (312620) 
10.40 Jagged Edge (1985) Jett Bridges, Glsrm 

M Close and Peter Coyote star in this 
gripping courtroom thriller about a 
wealthy publishing magnate accused of 
murdering hte wile. Directed by Richard 
Marquand (T) (34184649) 

12.40 The Paul Ross Show (348359) 

2.15 Lena’s HoBday (1990) with FeUcity 

m Waterman and Chris Lemmon. Comic 
thriller about a woman who travels from 
East Germany to Amenca to visit the 
home of her Idol. James Dean. Greeted 
by Michael Keusch (462750) 

335 Movie Club (r) (56900021) 

435 Sound Bites (40843427) 

440 Coach (38000224) 

5.00 Coronation Street (r) (T) (88840) 

530 News (73137) 


carojAL., 


As HTV West except 
1234pm Air Watch (19333251) 

1235-135 A Country Practice (2596378) 
230-330 Our House (£937939) 

5.10-5.40 Sbortland Street (9190571) 
539-5.00 Air Watch (317991) 

635-7.00 Central News (381787) 

10.40 Centra) Weekend Live (6810674) 
12.10am Campus Cops (1384779) 

2.10 The LADS (3331717j 

2.40 Box Office America (5764822) 

3.10 Baywateh (5116156) 

335 Hatter Skelter (77SS717) 

4.45 Central Jobfinder ’97 (8564750) 

530 Asian Eye (9522392) 

As HTV West except 
1230pm-1230 Illuminations (6562649) 
1255 Home and Away (259637B) 

135 Spill the Beans (79662910) 

1.55 Westeountry Update (97024736) 
235-330 Blue Heelers (2275736) 

5.10-5.40 Home d Away (9190571) 
6.00-7.00 Westeountry Live (93465) 

As HTV West except 

1235-135 Shorttend Street (2596378) 

1.50 Look and Cook (97025465) 

230-330 Highway to Heaven ( 1266620) 
5.10-5.40 Home and Away (9190571) 
630-7.00 Meridian Tonight (93465) 

1030 Meridian News and Weather (336200) 

10.45 Roy and HG's Bug House (784842) 

11.45 Highlander (612262) 

5.00am Freescrsen (88840) 

As HTV West except 

12.19pm Anglia Air Watch (6574484) 

1235-135 The Making of Peak Practice 

(2596378) 

130 A Splash of Colour. Painting 
watercolours made simple with Hazel 
Soan (97025465) 

230-330 Highway to Heaven (1266620) 
5.10-5.40 Shortland Street (9190571) 

633 Anglia Weather (570533) 

635-7.00 Anglia News (381787) 

1039 Anglia Air Watch (728804) 

1030 Anglia News and Weather (336200) 
1045 Roy and HG's Bug House (412939) 

11.40 Hollywood's Greatest Stunts (362755) 


Starts: 730am The Big Breakfast (20194) 
930 YsgoOon (351281) 1130 Scrimpers 
(6113) 1230 Sesame Street (52674) 1230pm 
RkM Lake (69216) 1.00 Slot MeWtrin 
(73010610) 1.15 Slot Synladau Saif 

(78060115) 130 Exposed (64680736) 135 
Film: The Agony and the Ecstasy (24618007) 
4.00 Flfteen-lo-One (736) 430 The Living 
Sea (620) 5.00 5 Pump (5646) 530 
Countdown (200 1 630 Newyddion (345705) 
6.10 Heno (181465) 7.00 Pobol y Cwm 
(714200) 735 Y Sloe Getf (727736) 8.00 Cefn 
Gwfad (4533) 830 Newyddion (3668) 9.00 
Rhwng Duw a Dyn (2262) 10.00 Brookslde 
(333303) 10.35 Friends (935674) 11.05 Rory 
Bremner — Who Else? (252804) 11 AS 
Crapston Vi Has (289113) 12.00 TFT Friday 
(9015514) 1.05am Film: Bullshot (286446) 
2 AO Film: You Can’t Have Everything 
(124088) 


^C^ANNEL- 


5.55am Sesame Street (25736) 7.00 The Big 
Breakfast (20194) 

9.00 Schools: Off Limits (5862804) 935 
Schools at Wort: (1243397) 930 Eureka* 
(T) (4784466) 945 Stop. Look. Listen (T) 
(7014129) 1032 Lost Animals (4879991) 
10.10 TVM (T) (1173045) 1035 

Caraidean (4016200) 10.40 Top' 
(2798945) 11.00 Scotscapes (3604824) 
11.15 Stage One (T) (2694465) 

1130 Scrimpers (r) (T) (6113) 12.00 Sesame 
Street (52674) 1230pm Lighl Lunch 
(48282) 130 Gardens without Borders (r) 
(84680736) 

1.45 Johnny O’clock (1947. tvW) starring 

H Dick Powell and Lee J. Cobb. A drama 
about a New York casino owner 
suspected of murdering a crooked cop. 
Directed by Robert Rossen (74023668) 
330 Dan Pearson: Routes Around the 
World (r) (T) (129) 4.00 Frfteen-to-One 
(T) (736) 430 Countdown (T) (1047736) 
435 Rida Lake (T) (9887991) 530 Pet 
Rescue (I) (200) 

6.00TFI Friday The guests include Dermo! 

Morgan from Father Ted (91007) 

7.00 Channel 4 News (T) (471910) 

735 The Political Slot (498910) 

830 Dan Pearson: Routes Around the 
World While in Washington, Dan meets 
landscape artists and environmentalists 
who are incorporating elements ot the 
American prairie into their gardens (5/6) 
(T) (4533) 

830 Brookslda Jacqui makes a decision 
concerning her future. Julia considers 
learning to drive (T) (3668) 

9.00 Friends: The One with the Tiny T-Shirt 
Ross is upset when Rachel returns his 
personal belongings and begins dating 
the object of his jealousy — Mark (T) 
(107692) 

935 Cybdl Mother is an embarrassment when 
she comes to stay (T) (972858) 

1030 Frasier Frasier attempts to produce a 
live, 1940s-style radio drama (T) (53303) 
1030 Rory Bremner—Who Else? A satirical 
took at politics (932378) 



Surburban animated antics (11.10pm) 

II.IOEegggg Crapston Villas The return ot 
raffSpB the animated seres set in 
suburbia (1/10J (T) (228842) 

1135 TFT Friday (r) (694878) 

1230am Bullshot (1983) starring Alan 

n Shearman and Diz White. A Bulldog 
Dnjmmond spoof directed by Dick 
Clement (315021) 

235You Can't Have Everything (1935, b/w) 

M starring Alice Faye and Don Ameche. A 
lively musical directed by Norman Taurog 
(213311) 

330 Going Home (r) (43203311) 

4.15 The North Stand (r) (54283682) 

4.35 Flava (93973866) 

5.00 Captain Butler (6842773) 


fishing trawler which mysterious¬ 
ly sank off the north coast of 
Norway in 1974 with the loss of 36 
lives. The difference was that this 
time Fenton had found Si. 

We were never told the full story 
of how the wreck was found quite 
so easily fit look less than a day’s 
search), but pictures of it lying on 
the bottom of the Barents Sea 
seemed to make that irrelevant It 
was hugely powerful television, a 
triumph both for Fenton, who has 
followed the Gaul story for years, 
and for investigative reporting. 
For the relatives of the lost crew, n 
was a moment of emotion that had 
been too long in coming. 

Last time out, Femon was of rhe 
opinion that the Gnu/ had been 
sunk by a Russian submarine 
surfacing violently during a storm. 
This time the theories were more 
confused, the official obfuscation 
more obvious — but it didn't 
matter. Finding the wreck was 
enough. For now. 


r £ 
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CHANNEL 5 ON SATELLITE 
Channel 5 is now broadcasting on 
transponder No 63 on the Astra S ataHite. 
Viewers with a Videocrypt decoder will 
be able to receive the channel free of 
charge. Frequencies for transponder No 
63 are picture: 1032075 GHz; sound: 
7.02 and 730 MHz 

630am 5 News Early (2816465) 

730 Milkshake (4579007) 735 USA High 
(6043858) 830 Havakazoo (r) (9841543) 
830 Wide World: A Migrants Heart A 
documentary series exploring why 
people emigrate (1/10) (9931244) 

9.00 Espresso Consumer affairs magazine 
(2851910) 10.00 Exclusive (8958262) 
1030 Treasure Islands' Forests of 
Gondwana (r) (T) (6891226) 

11.00 Leeza Chat show (7686216) 1130 
Double Espresso (94860216) 1230 The 
Bold and the Beautiful (T) (6691020) 
1230pm Family Affairs (r) (T) (8700649) 

130 5 News Update (29745295) 1.05 Sunset 
Beach (I) (3582823) 2.00 5's Company 
(8550991) 

330To Sir, with Love (1967) staring Sidney 

M Poirier, Judy Geeson and Lulu. A drama 
about a black teacher working in a tough 
London comprehensive. Directed by 
James ClaveD (2810281) 

530 Whittle (T) (3947571) 

6.00100 Per Cent (3944484) 

630 Family Affairs Holly and Susie become 
Maria's new business partners (T) 
(3935736) 

730 Name That Tune Music quiz chaired by 
Jools Holland (5526910) 

730 Exclusive (3924620) 

830 Jenny Eclair Squats Comedy (5615858) 
8305 News (T) (5521465) 



Sam Neill and Meryl Streep (9.00pm) 

9.00 A Cry In the Dark (1988) Meryl Streep 

B and Sam Neti star in this fad-based 
drama about a family whose baby 
disappears write they are visiting Ayers 
" Rock. Directed by Fred Schepisi (T) 
(31839281) 

11.15 La Femme Nikita Adventures ol a lethal 
female special agent (6092084) 

12.10am 1 Posed for Playboy (1991) with 

B Lynda Carter as a bored businesswoman 
who decides to bare all lor the celebrated 
magazine. Stephen Stafford directs 
(1584156) 

230 Malarek (1988) with Bias Koteas as a 

H Montreal journalist who crusades against 
the abuse meted out in trie city's teenage 
detention centre. Directed by Roger 
Cardinal (4531717) 

330 Llberace (1988) A btopic of the 

n flamboyant entertainer, with Andrew 
Robinson, directed by Billy Hale 
(9237934) 

530100 Per Cent (r) (2B49175) 
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• For more c om prehensive 
listings of satellite and cable 
channels, see Vision, 
published on Saturday 
SKY 1 _ • ' 

ejDOwn Monwig Soy (743804) MD Ragb 
and Kates Lee (4373?) 1AM Another 
Worfd (01485) 11.00 Days ctf Our Lives 
154120) UQO Oprah Wrfrejr (20507) 
inopm Geokto P30O7) 200 Sally Jessy 
itfapted (300071 MO Jenny Jones (33533) 

. ' Oprah WWray (52668) 5X0 Star Tratc 
: Voyager pBSH ROD Shwfic Wastfy 

(5910) &30 Married..AAflh 'Chidran (6262) . 
700 SbTpscra (7840) 7JO BaaTTV (0674) 
*A0 HlQNandsr The Sms (E933JI W>0 
Ws*w. Teas Rangar (96484) taOO Extra 
Tima (1B339) 1OS0 Sand & DaWer pi587) 
11.00 Sto Tide VUyager (621&4) ISM 
tele Show (57733) IMam m me Heat (4 
the tight (17543) 2M Long Hay ^606137) 

SKY NEWS - _ 

Vfcrfcttfc nows cowrtOe- Wrtns on 

iha hou. 24 hours 8 tter. eevan days aw* 

SKY MOVIES 5CREEN1 

6M«a FmOy Hot (1878) [ 188231 8J» 
Memoriae of Ka (1988) (74742620] &45 
; Danger flout* («68) P5443 S52) 113 
Tha BenOmr (IMS) (37687208 
1.15pm Death Car on th* Fnamay 
(1980) 08245216) 100 Pufnefcif (1«t9 
(47620) 5.00 Tha BaiAar Gang (1888) 
lira?!) 7M Hi* Road to GalwMon 
(1996) (68378) MS Up Ctoea ** 
Pamonai (1098) (95731484) 11.10 111* 
UMi. Show (421964) 11 AS MgM Eyaa 
Four (1996) (196545) IMam Up Cfaa* 
and Panonai ( 1008 ) (4877D066) 335 
Forget Paris (1295) (98791334) 

SKY MOVIES SCREEN 2 

J u;ft00am DwkWaMm (U44) £17^)^“ 
,1 My Itocte-maAten (1006) (2S12S1 lOM 
Btocfcad* (1038) (30810) 120° Bj 
IlWnnl and the Crundere (1954) 
P5552) -UOpm ScUdde Hoof Scudrie 
Hay! (104^ (77485) 4M My 

(1004) (63218)' Bfl) The Tom o rrow Man 
(1996) (65674) «L00 tearing Lae Vegw 
(1096) (71321« Wee of Darfi 
(1905) CSS741J140MH Black Scorpion 
flSOaj (142798) 3.15 Ckda Of Frtamfa 
(WOq (7T4885) SOB' AMAOs Ml «e 
Mag^laavt (10^.(5851963) . 


SKY MOVIES GOLD _ 

AOOpm North to Atari- (U60) (1370397) 
BM Ando (1968) (2854738) &OQ Jmc 
T ha flaeanga (1987) (2858281) 1000 
Dartooan (1990) (5033484) 11-40 Parents 
(1989) (S43023 IJSam The Victors 
(1963) (897728851 X3S The Fabuloue 
Adventora* of Baron Muncfaauaen 
. (1078) (277834M) 430 Ctoae 

TNT _ 

LOOM WCW MRro (89606465) a 00 
Logan’i Run (1076) (K601552) 11M 
BUs* (1967) (84816200) 1.00am 
Brass Target (1S78) (B4874224) 3J»The 
Sefscrecter (1958) pi 121243). 


SKY SPORTS 1 _ 

7 J 0 m Sparta Centre (97656) 750 Wftea- 
Qrig (43643) &30 Sports Centre (42030) 
SlOO Rasing News (2S20Q UO Aerabics 
Q1282) 10M Spsnteh - Primers Ugs 
51026) 13M Aaretfos (16736) IZJOpm 
RtngeKte (38304) 1-30 OfiBhore Power- 
baS(41B48) 2 jOO Wtfereports WortO 
(78281) 100 Spats Action (BK2 3J0 
Sports UnOmBed (74104) 4J0 The Rupt* 
CtuO (13038) UO Sports Certre 50397) 
7M Trans Worid Sport (27484) aOO NBA: 
Chicago v Orlando (55020)1000 toxts 
Come (2S7S5) 11J» Hold fte Bede Page 
Q463S) 12 X 0 Spore Centra. (83683) 
IjDQant Wrestfing (18D40) 3M World 
Spore Special (06311) axo&aetne Sports 
(53514) 4X0 Hold t he Bac k Page (50205) 
&00 Spore Certre (70309) 

SKY SPORTS 2 _ 

TXOran Aarotus (3309133 730 Sports 
Canos (5385718) 8X0 Raring News 
(8245007) 8X0 Tigrt Lines ( 9619 129) 9X0 
Fbottal League Rsriew (7588197) 10X0 
The Hugriy Ofr (7506020) 1130 Power¬ 
boats- Forrr&fe One (7781378) 12M 
Cricket Aostia# v New Zwlanct (452saoc9 
Goft s aawn worn open 

(2688842) 4M Inada the Sartor PQA Tour 
(9024281) 430 WWW Spra t SpacM 
(90204855 SM PutboTMundrt <2337303) 
BOO Ertretfrio Sport (B11 79*5) KMPorer- 
boete: Pormria One fr.14 ^8)03 0 fenfda 
(he Sartor PSA Tour (90Z5B10) 7M 
Manchean Cay v Huddersfield Tore— 
■■ Uv* (2447DM laoO QoiT Serazai VfaiW 
■ Qccn [77844ffit 1ZM CJMOC teirrtte v 
ttew ZeeUKl— Lhe (8012796) 2X0en 
Soccrto Inrtnge (6883791) aanQMot 
Ajstreto v New Zaatanaten ^8687SQ 


SKY SPORTS 3 _ 

12X0pm Trane Wbrtd Sport (B20552BH 
1M Tight Unas (621441291 9X0 Bobby 
Charlton's FoctoeJ Scrapbook (8460G823) 
3X0 Best and Ware (55208842) 4X0 
Ringside [84512484) 5X0 Trans Wbrtd 
Sport (30927026) 6X0 Sports Acaon 
(56204026) 6X0 Hflh 5 (552B5378) 7X0 
NHL PDwerwrek (9797303) 8.00 Crtdrac 
Austrafla v New Zaatand (89S11939) 10M 
Wrasang (34592623) 12X0 caose 

EUROSPORT _ 

7X0em Saftig (B8533) 8X0 Srierajumplng 
(14823) 9X0 Motors Magazine 142339) 
10X0 Football" European Cupe (1145B7) 
12X0pm Tame: Krandn Cup— Uw 
(84084) 2X0 Fooroat European Cups 
(8717®) SM Tarmis- Stodterirn ATP 
Tounameni—Lhe (30129) 7M Brtteh 
Toumg Car Charnptonshp (12552) &M 
Tractor Puling (21 200 ) 9M Sreercross 
Vtfartd Champtonrito—U« (58277) 11M 
ikmp the Bud Season Review (01674) 
12X0 &rno PSB58J 12X0am Owe 

UK GOLD _ 

7X0am Woraei Granmidgs (9096741) 736 
Neighbours (8690674) SLOD Crossroad. 
(3392262) 8X5 EastEnbere (1796839) SXO 
The BdJ (8230CW 9M Howartto' Way 
@06484) 10X0 Bass Ths Houta 
(8584842) 10X0 Tha SuteanS (85269105 
11X0 Boon (4501216) 12M Crossroad# 
(14000842) IZXSpm 
114183129) - 12X5 EaaEndera (1383930) 
130 HrOa+ti (3700674) 2.10 Keeptog lip 
Appearances (7183008) 230 Are You 
Bang Serwd 7 (2843840) 330 The 01 
(71422821 4.00 Jufiel Brew (78105007) 
SXSEartEndnra (ES2173E) 840 Bob’s RX 
House (7532856) SM ThaTs ShowbuB- 
ness [6588262) 7X0 B Ain’t Half Hot Mura 
(4833755) 7X5 Brush Stales (4783674) 
820 KeepteJ tip Aopaanroes (VBVSB) 
0X0 The BB (1939991) &30 AJ Wwte- 
aahan, Par (25110007) 1035 Men Btbawig 
g*dy (4861754) 11.10 The Bert ot F» Oto 
Gray vwnsfla Tart (4794465) 11X5 flock 
Go» to Cofega ^341804) izxobm lhe at 
JongkUT? (5770835) 1X 0 Mteml Vte 
(7963156) I^Shoppna 

GRANADA PLUS _ 

«X0H ire B« (6716638) 7X0 Corona- 
are St (K87485) 730 Farates (859921X3) 
0X0 Swprtss Sraprtss p60M42) 0X0 

Uertrei. Drarestsks ^295007) ioxo ire 

Prolesslcneto (8695484) 1TXO Hyt to Hart 



Romance blossoms for PfeKter and Redford (Sky Screen 1,9.05pm) 


(S57562D) 12M Coronation Si (7519246) 
12X0pm Feral las (2197945) 1M Bfind 
Date (30)2200) 2.00 Uprtars. Drensars 
(3688200) 3X0 Oonahua (9851736) 4.00 
The Proteastonals (9083571) 5M Haaoi 
Rw»0 (1841120) 6M Parades (SKSSnj 
UO Corwatton Si (2896823) 7X0 Bind 
Data (7467E20) 0X0 Hart to Hart (74836G8) 
0X0 Cororanon St (96697551 0X0 Tha 
Cranadare pOD«281) 1030 Hanoi fiw-0 
(7466991) 11X0 Ctosa 

DISNEY CHANNEL _ 

eXOara Dumbo'S Cueua (714S5) SXO 
Under the Umbreia Tree (85104) 7X0 
' Aladdn' lhe Settee (155521 7X0 Quack 
Pack £30277) 8X0 OnosBurs (41129) 8X0 
Bonfeas (60200) 0X0 Qurrunl Bears 
161552) 8X0 Groundtog Marti (1047668) 
0X5 Snal Stories (8564378) 10M Sesa¬ 
me 5( (24571) 11X0 Wnrae ire Pooh 
(5881674) 11.15 Rosie and Jim (B887484) 
11X5 Srig Me a Say (1078485} 12X0 
lots IV I64S3823) ISXOpm Osnay ShOla 
18732307} 12X5 Mg Garage (6 5669 5 8) 
12X5 Wine flw Pooh (74111303) 1X0 
Sesama St (06113) 2M Madtans Adven¬ 
tures—Qnwang Up Vfld (1767) 2X0 
Gunn Bean (3»7) 3X0 Trie Spto (9B04) 
3X0 3oot Troop (7553 4X0 rimon and 


Punbsa 10587] 4X0 Recess (5571) SM 
Ne« Doug (1B49J 5X0 Pepper Am 16823) 
6X0 Mghtmare Nad (3736) 6X0 Sniflrt Guy 
(1738 7M Wayne Manifesto (4113) 7X0 
HLM: Rerun of the Shaggy Dog (1087) 
(84303) 9X0 Secant Wort. (56910) 

FOX KIDS NETWORK 

SXOun Dally (36301 'Si 6X0 B*Iy tr» Ca 
(11795871 7M Pnoochto (4568303) 7X0 
Po«r Rangere Zta (4474910) BM Bwae- 
borcs (6920281) 8X0 Masted ftdra 
(6929552) 9X0 Mapc Bax (69108CXI 9X0 
■ Oudtey (4909113) 10.00 Inspector Gadget 
(1097939) 1030 Pizza Gaia (6012216) 
11X0 Sweet Valley Hgh (4563858) 12M 
Are Ventura (6030668) l2X0jan Casper 
(4043120) 1X0 The Tek (45S7574) 1X0 
Iron Mai (4062200) 2X0 FartasJle Four 
(7884026) 2X0 PtRangers 2eO 
(5241756) 3X0 Beetteborgs (754»33) 
3X0 Masted Rider (5246200) 4X0 Ace 
VrtAra (5232007) 4X0 Caspar (5221901) 
5X0 The TkK (7555378) UO X Men 
(5245571) (LOO SpcJennsn (5243484) 0X0 
Swa Valay High (523373617X0 Cfase 

TCC 


Happdy Ever Alter (B4S39) 0X0 
Wbrtrt pSBBBf 7X0Sp*nu ®£J2Q 


7X0 Denras the Meracs (89543) 8X0 Sal¬ 
man (47303)8X0 Bob Master (48674) 9X0 
An Altar* (640261 9X0 Earthworm Jim 
(73316) 10X0 Gravedo* High (72820) 
10X0 Flash Gordon (53910! 11X0 feno- 
goud 118216) 11X0 Ggaraor (19945) 
12X0 Grawdale High (44262) IJLSOpm 
Bate Master (71804) 1.00 Batman (28397) 
1X0 B* (78303) 2X0 Sprou (6571) 2X0 
Rash Gordon (8281) 3X0 Sonr (2378) 
3X0 Esthworm An (688614X0 Dennis «« 
Menace (9533) 4X0 Art Attack (1045) 

CARTOON NETWORK 

All your Isvourts cartoons broadcast ham 
5.00em lo 9X0pm, smen days a weart. 

NICKELODEON _ 

(LOOara fJer Tomatces (394651 8X0 
Aum Real Mcnrare (84842) 7X0 Hey 
Arnold! (15200) 7X0 Rugrais (74197) 8X0 
Doth (92561) 0X0 Neverendmq Story 
(4200219X0 C8BC (4811 3) 10X0 Wknaa's 
House (75194) 10X0 Babar (22026) 11X0 
Mage School Bus (74804111X0 Benanas 
r Pypraas (75533112.00 Paoangtcn Bear 
etc (13375112XOpm Lillie Red Tractor ere 
(33620) 1M Dr Sews (14571) 1X0 Unto 
Bear Stones (32801) 2X0 Arena) Show 
(8587) 230 C83C (2688) 3X0 CB8C 
(4194) 3X0 HodioCoup (7113) 4X0 Angry 
Beavers 16620) 4X0 Rug rats (2804) SXO 
Sew Sara (6938) 5X0 Kenan and Kd 
(U84) 6X0 Setema (3397) 6X0 Moesria 
(464017X0 Close 

TROUBLE _ 

12X0pm Swan's Crossne (8317858) 
12X0 Ready a riot (92656681 1M Mart- 
son (4427200) 1X0 Ceffirane Dreams 
(0264938) 2M Saved by ite Bell (6401007) 
2X0 Swan's Crossing (71651131 3X0 No 
Naked Rama (S413842} 3X0 Ready or Noi 
(7240858) 4X0 Saved by toe Bel (7156468 
4X0 USA Hi£ji (7152649) SM Hangdrae 
(SSK87) 5X0 CaNortva Draaras 

(7249129) 6X0 Btasl (7166842) 6X0 Mart- 
son (7)57194) 7X0 Hangtime (6405823) 
7X0 LEA High (7153378) 8.00 Close 

BRAVO _ 

600pm The A-Tearti (6676649) 9X0 Tour 
at Duty (8688113) 10X0 The Red Stub 
D ories (01386741 1(M5 FILM Hraheed 
(1800) (4647218) 1245»i Tour ot Duly 
(8731214) 1.45 The Red Star ftrees 
(18339176) 2X0 FUb TNT Jackson 
(1974) (5375798) «X0 The Main (34037701 
5X0 The A-Teera ,5593885) 


PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

7.00pm Grace Under Rte (2303) 7X0 
Roseanne [35331 8X0 Eten (5823) 8X0 
CybM (7858) 8X0 Chean (9466818X0 ran 
(53484) 10X0 Monty Pylon's Py«i0 Ceres 
(140071 10X0 The Kenny Ewell Show 
(23755) 11X0 Paramount Presenis (691(3) 
11X0 Elton (71378) 12X0 Roseanne 
<540401 1230un Ntqhtstand (15663) 1.00 
Soap (89507) 1X0 Tan (10866) 2X0 
f^rameunr Presents (5B06R) 2X0 Grace 
Under Fire 137576) 3X0 CytX (84953) 3X0 
Tte henry Eveten Shew 15115Q4X0 Ctose 

THE SCI-FI CHANNEL 

8.00pm Settlings 14755939) 8X0 FILM: 
House of the Long Shadows (1983) 
(4750036) 11X0 Prater ire 13ft (20E8939) 
12X0 S^iUiqs (6804682) I.OOsra Tw*gnt 
Zcne (6»6392) IXOTaJescrt the Unexpect¬ 
ed (32732321 2.00 DaiV Endows 

(1287224) 2X0 New HttChCZX* (12063591 
3.00 Friday the 13th (7901663) 4X0 Ctose 

HOME & LEISURE _ 

9X0am simply Patting (8237668) 9X0 
Gardeners' Dory (9267026) 10M Great 
Gradating Ptol (8582484) 10X0 Hem 
Yankee Workshop (8226552) 11X0 Rex 
Hunt (1957397) 11X0 Homaftne (1858026) 
12X0 Tre Ck*e G^de (B217804) 1220pm 
This Old House (9261842) 1M Just tor 
Starters (4503674) 1X0 Ou House 
(9260113) 2X0 Furniture to Go (6407281) 
2X0 Honenater (7241587) 3X0 Two's 
Country (6599216) 3X0 This C« House 
(7140004) 4X0 CIO» 

DISCOVERY _ 

4X0p m The Dceman (716B03Q 4X0 Dn- 
vtofl Passions (7158823) 5X0 Jtaaant 
Warriors (6496533) 5X0 BeyoreJ 2000 
(7245303) 6X0 Untamed Amazonia 
(9246533) 7.00 World of Shame Pwars 
(6418397) 7X0 Wondars at Weaher 
(7159552) 8.00 UHtoiae Grade (6672823) 
9X0 Ranmg Planet I67ffi587) 10X0 
Rafittg Planet 16768674) 11X0 Fvepower 
2000 (4417023) 12M Rghrune (3005953) 
12X0ran Dnwig Passions 15778427) 1X0 
Wonders at Weather (6428088) 1X0 Bn- 
yond 2000 (2109040) 2x0 Close 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

7X0pm WM WMy (7588842) 7X0 Okavan¬ 
go Dmry (522262b) 8X0 Atayeska 
(3845888) BM VWWtfe Warram (3025804) 
10X0 Tssman Jewel (3820991) 11X0 


Costs Rica; Bndpe Between Continents 
(4471823) 12X0 W4d WiUy (3603069) 
12X0em Oksvervjo Dtary (21234301 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

4X0pm The Great Days e( tte Cermay 
(7877129) 5X0 History Encore 183325871 
7X0 Bogt apliy Josef Staii (2763587) 

CHALLENGE TV _ 

Win wfth Prl» Time nwee an hour. 

EXOpm Cross Whs (7823j 5X0 Sav the 
Word (9397) 8X0 FrattJy Fortittas (S9I0) 
6X0 CatcHptnase (8642) 7.15 Tte £64 000 
Question (893804) SXO Spin Second 
(486200) 8X0 Move on Up (5842) 9.16 
Winner Tates AB (187165) 10X0 Treasure 
Hum (88571) 11.15 White (167991) 1ZM 
Say tte word (9S224) 12X8am Kart la Hart 
(43663) 1X0 Tha Bg Valley (86156) 2X0 
8<g Brother Jate (86866)3X0 My Two Dads 
1221371 3X0 Where I Live (84066) 4X0 
Sr -out River 7he McGregor Saga (980211 
5.00 Shopping (22885) 

LIVING _ 

SXOam Tny Living 9X01 Dream ot Jaannle 
9X0 The Gordon ElMott Show 10.10 Jerry 
Springer 11X0 The Young and lhe Restless 
11X0 Mysteries. Ma^c raid Miracles 
1220pm Why Me? 1M Tempesti 1X0 
Ready, Steady, Cod'2X0 Cheap Chic 3.00 
Uve a Three 4X5 Jerry Springer BM 
Roionda 5X0 Lucky Ladders 6X0 Ready, 
Sieedy, Cook 7X0 Heerts Afire 7X0 
Mysteries, Mage ana Miracles 0X0 Adien- 
aftn Junkies 9.00 FILM: Touch at Truth 
11X0 Tte Sptoy Sot Ftec 12X0 Close 

ZEE TV _ 

7X0mn Jaagran 7X0 Aap Ki Adatrt 8.00 
TBA BM Dash) 10X0 Intoquan 11X0 
Zaire Ka Safer 11X0 Hasratoin 12 x 0 
Andaz12X0pm flaahai 1X0 FILM 3X0 EX 
Nazar 4X0 Amar Kalhayrai 4X0 Aur Ek 
Minute 5.00 ZEE ZmeSXO Kaehctv Dhoop 
8X0 Hum Psanch 6X0 ZEE and You 7X0 

ZEE HK Parade 7X0 Mart Mast Ha Zndrai 

BXO News and Euonews 8X0 PaaiToaH 
9X0 HUI11M Seders 12M Ckw 

MTV __ 

The 24 hew music chanmL Inductee 
no«, rattens, he cancan loooage, <tih- 
vtews and the him music rideo chans 

VH-1 _ 

tia eWo* Mb chare idL Ctossic rock ate 
pop videos ana ite tea new sounds, 

















POWERLIFTING 50 

British world 
champion shoulders 
heavy burden 


British No 1 shrugs off virus to reach Stockholm quarter-finals 



No 2 in Stockholm. Rusedski 
initiated a sequence of irre- 

E roach able service games by 
ammering eight successive 
dean aces, permitting Roux no 
semblance of rhythm on his 
returns. A solitary break was 
enough to secure the opening 
set in which Rusedski 
pounded 14 aces past the 
demoralised Roux. 

The second set featured no 
breaks of service but Roux had 
his chance when poaching a 
4-1 lead in the ensuing tie- 
break. However, the Briton 
responded by winning six of 
the next seven points to claim 
the match after 68 minutes. 
His tally of aces reached 20 by 
the dose, and he conceded just 
seven points on service in the 
entire match. 

It was hardly vintage tennis, 
but Rusedski, who readied the 
quarter-finals here last year, 
was satisfied with his form 
ahead of the ATP Tour world 
championship in Hanover. 
"The points were very short 
but I was pleased with my 
serve,” the world No 5 said. “It 
was the difference between us. 
1 felt terrible for the last two 


Rusedski puts maximum effort into trying to control a forehand during his straight-sets victory over Roux. Photograph: Tobias Rosthxnd 


days but getting bade on court 
is a positive step. The best way 
to get yourself back in shape is 
to play more matches. 1 have 
the chanoe to do that here.” 

Doubtless the hard-court 
surface in Stockholm, similar 
to that laid for the world 
championship next week, in¬ 
fluenced Rusedski’s decision 
to turn out yesterday. “I am 
excited about Hanover and 
this is all good preparation,” 
he said. “I’m not worried 
about expending too much 
energy this week It gives you 
confidence to win matches 


when you are not playing well 
— and not feeling particularly 
wdl.” 

Rusedski immediately re¬ 
turned to his bed after dis¬ 
pensing with Roux. “I have a 
tough draw ahead of me.” he 
said, “and I want to be ready.” 
Today he plays Magnus 
Larsson for a place in the 
semi-finals. Larsson yesterday 
defeated his fellow Swede, 
Thomas Enqvist, the defend¬ 
ing champion. 6-1.6-2. 

Henman, the Great Britain 
No 2, is also engaged today, 
against Pat Rafter, the US 


Open champion and No l 
seed. The two have never met. 
but this re pre sents a good 
opportunity for Henman. 
Rafter, from Australia, has not 
rediscovered the form that 
saw him triumph over 
Rusedski at Flushing Mead¬ 
ows in September. He admits 
that he has struggled over the 
European indoor season, 
while Henman needs no re¬ 
minding that valuable bonus 
points would oome his way for 
defeating the world No 3. 

Rafter is bound to have one 
eye on the world champion¬ 


ship. for which he qualified 
two months ago. Henman, the 
world No 17. also recognises 
that further progress is crucial 
if he is to improve his world 
ranking at tins, his final Tour 
outing of 1997. 

Victory over Rafter might be 
enough to lift him one [dace 
above Felix Mantilla, a first- 
round casualty in Moscow 
this week Such an outcome 
would all but ensure Henman 
a place among the seeds for 
the Australian Open, the first 
of the new season's grand- 
slam events, in January. 



□□□□□ 


□ ns 




The Times invests in football’s 
future by backing Youth Cup 


No 1245 


ACROSS 
7 Decorate (5) 

S Window-fitter f7J 

9 Keep trying (7) 

10 Gurkha knife (5) 

11 Platform (4) 

12 Wound fasteners: the 
amused in them (8) 

15 Shabby from handling (3-5) 

16 Stem, severe, sinister (41 
19 Wandering tribesman (5) 

21 Permitted (7) 

22 Garden timepiece (7) 

23 Tend (the sick) (5) 


DOWN 

1 Knocked lightly; exploited 
(61 

2 Billboard: stocking (S) 

3 Asian republic sort of ink. 
rubber (5) 

4 Squash-like game (7) 

5 Decline kitchen fixture (4) 

6 Personal characteristics (6) 
S Be ruined: to fiog MtU/ct 

lanag.l I2i3.4) 

13 Computer equipment (8} 

14 (Drunkenly) sentimental (7) 

15 European; type of pastry (6) 
17 More crazy, plant, dye (6) 

IS Hold tight (5) 

20 Meal-choice list (4) 


SOLUTION TO NO 1244 

ACROSS: 2 Precious 6 Louvre 8 Divert 9 Provide 
10 Irate 12 Convalesce 1ft Cwm Rhondda IS Lager 
20 Oblique 21 Guitar 22 Rotate 23 Elephant 
DOWN: I Bourbon 2 Pendulum 3 Critic 4 Omega 
5 Sitter 7 Viva vocr 11 Rc-enlrst 13 Schubert 14 Adjusts 
IS Plague 17 Wreath 19 Grime 


By John Goodbody 

THE FA Youth Cup. in which 
players such as George Best, 
Paul Gascoigne. Ryan Giggs 
and David Beckham first at¬ 
tracted national attention, is to 
be sponsored by The Times. 
All the FA Carling Premier¬ 
ship and Nationwide League 
dubs have teams among the 
304 taking part in the competi¬ 
tion. which will be sponsored 
for the first time in its 46 
seasons. 

John Bryant, the deputy 
editor of The Times, said 
yesterday that the sponsorship 
demonstrated the newspaper’s 
“commitment to football and 
youth sport. This is a very 
important tournament and 

one in which the top players of 
the future have the chance to 
taste cup football on the Pre¬ 
miership and League 
grounds." 

Graham Kelly, the FA's 
chief executive, described the 
announcement as “a special 
occasion, the first sponsorship 
of the competition by the most 
famous newspaper in the 
world". 

Bryam added that the most 
powerful indication of the 
tournament's importance was 
the presence at the sponsor¬ 
ship launch yesterday of 
Glenn Hoddle/the England 
coach, who described the com¬ 
petition as a “breeding 
ground". 

He said that his job 
included "earmarking" future 
stars of 15 and 16 years old. 
Hoddle. like so manv other 


full interna¬ 
tionals, him¬ 
self took part 
in the FA 
Youth Cup. 

He said that 
he fondly' re¬ 
members scor¬ 
ing his first 
hat-trick 
against Bum- 
ley at White 
Hart Lane in 
the 1975-76 
competition. 

“Although I was a bit fortu¬ 
nate with mo of the goals. I hit 
a real screamer from the edge 
cf the box," Hoddle recalled. 

He said that the particular 
benefit of the competi ti on was 
that after playing cm pitches 
before just a handful of specta- 


JQc, 


tors, suddenly 
youngsters 
were appear¬ 
ing on League 
grounds. 
“There is a 
crowd to put 
you under 
pressure.” 
Hoddle said. 
"This gives 
you a mental 
strength and 
tests your tem¬ 
perament.” 
When leading dubs are in¬ 
volved. finals can attract 
crowds of 30.000. 

Hoddle, together with Bry¬ 
ant, yesterday made the'draw 
far the second round of this 
season's tournament, when 
England's 30 leading dubs 
MUQHHTXmjPBE 



enter the Cray. Hoddk said 
that when he was Chelsea 
manager, he was not con¬ 
cerned about the position of 
theyouth team in their league 
because players principally 
were at chibs to learn how to 
play. However, the aim for the 
FA Youth Cup was to “go 
through and to win it Kids are 
naturally competitive." 

The com p etition, started in 
1952, was monopolised in its 
first five years by the “Busby 
Babes” of Manchester United. 
Best was in the team that won 
the 1964 final while Gascogne 
inspired Newcastle United" to 
victory in 1985. 

In 1992 Manchester United 
won foe trophy again, with a 
team that inducted Giggs. 
Beckham and Nicky Burt The 

holders are Leeds United, who 
beat Crystal Palace 3-1 last 
May. Eddie Gray, the Leeds 
youth team coach last season, 
who himself played in the 
tournament m the 1960s. said: 
“Usually, the best players.in 
youth teams will flourish in 
the first team." 

L ee ds, who yesterday were 
drawn to play Oldham Athlet¬ 
ic in the second round, still 
have eight players available 
from the successful team of 
last season. These include 
Stephen McPhail, 17. a mid- 
field player, who said: “The 
tournament got better and 
better last season. The final 
was tremendous, with a huge 
crowd, and dearly we have a 
good chance again." 


McPhail and Hoddle at the annoLcucetnent yesterday 
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Unhappy United’s 
players relief 
demand tb over Irwin # ; 
be heard v injury 


ft 


By Alan Lee - ByOuverHolt 

CRICKET CORRESPONDENT ' FOOTHALL CORRESPONDENT 


One roan assured of that 
privilege is Jonas Bjoricman. 
foe world No 4, who, in beat¬ 
ing his compatriot, Thomas 
Johansson, advanced to a 
quarter-final meeting today 
with Karol Kucera. Seeded 
No 4 and playing on home 
soU, Bjorkman extended a fine 
indoor sequence that has seen 
him climb the rankings in 
spectacular fashion. He made 
foe semi-finals arrffiqalmhis 
last two tournaments, most 
recently losing' to ' Fete 
Sampras in four sets m : Rari$ 
last week . v . ; 


COUNTY players are to be 
mobilised! for a significant 
protest. An extraordinary gen¬ 
eral meeting of the Prcrfes- 
sxonai Cricketers’ Association 
(PCAJ is being convened to 
debate foe new structure of 
. foe domestic game and it may 
well be a mutinous gathering, 
A recent executive meeting 
of foe PCA, involving repre¬ 
sentatives from each of tire 18 
counties, expre s s ed “strong 
reservations" about the three- 
year plan agreed fry the 
England and Wales Cricket 
Board (ECB) in September. 

The players, I understand, 
are dismayed by the failure of 
the crusade by Lord MacLu*- 
rin of Knebworth. foe ECB 
rhalnran, for a tWVMtivfsion 
county championship, and 
unhappy that their own views 
were ignored. 

A letter expressing this pos¬ 
ition hasheen sent fry foe FCA 
to every county and, yester¬ 
day, a statement confirmed 
the intention to hold an EGM 
on May 11 next year. Though 
the timing hardly indicates 
urgency, it was felt that foe. 
limited availability of play CIS 
in foe close-season made any 
earlier date impracticaL 
The equivalent of a three- 
fine whip is to be imposed on 
the 400 registered players, 
emphasising foe critical na¬ 
ture of foe debate: Senior 
figures w ithin foe PCA have 
already said that this is a 
legitimate issue for player 
militaik yl 

The feeling among foe play¬ 
ers that moribund structures 
are imposed upon them by 
parochial county chairmen 
has bem growing fast and the 
frustration of Lord MadLau- 
rin is shared by foe shop floor 
of die game. 

In a ballot last sfumher, a 
significant majority support¬ 
ed tire notion of promotion, 
and relegation within the 
county championship. David 
Gravoney, foie general secre¬ 
tary of foe association, be¬ 
lieves this majority has now 
^rown. He said: "Two ques¬ 
tions were repeated at the 
executive meeting — why 
(fidnt two divisions get 
through anti why were we not 
asked for our views? 

“It may well be that we 
continue to play under the 
proposed system for the next 
throe years but unless we reg¬ 
ister what we feeL silence wm 
be interpreted as acceptance. 
Everyone wifl now have a 
chance to air their views." 


DENNIS IRWIN, the 
^Manchester United full bade, 
will be out of action for six 
weeks after the horrific late 
tackle from Paul Bdsvdt, the 
Fjyenoord midfield player,, 
that led to the Ireland 
defender being taken off on a 
stretcher near tire end of 
United’s victory over tire • 
Dutch side in Rotterdam on tfir 
Wednesday night. T 

; Alex Ferguson, the United 
manager, who was so in¬ 
censed by fits crude chal¬ 
lenges endured by his players 
that he urged .them not to 
swap shirts with their oppo¬ 
nents, said yesterday that 
Irwin had suffered knee liga¬ 
ment damage and may not 
play again before Christmas. 

“He is a lucky boy.” Ferguson 
said. “It could have been much 
worse.” 

Bosvelt*s challenge, which 
caught Irwin just below the 
knee, came against a back¬ 
ground of Dutch ill-feeling 
over what they frit were 
spiteful challenges, from 
David Beckham in the first 
meeting a fortnight ago. At 
first it appeared to have 
shattered tire defender's left 
leg and United officials dear- 
ly feared the injury was worse m : 
than has transpired. w 

Uefa, foe European govern¬ 
ing body, is awaiting tire 
report of the referee. Sand or 
PuhL who booked Bdsvett for 
the challenge, before they de¬ 
cide whether to take the matter 
any further. However, they 
would need to receive a com¬ 
plaint from United to follow 
that course and preliminary 
indications were that none 
would be forthcoming. 

They tnay also want to study 
reports of the clash between 
Ferguson and Geert Meijer, 
his opposite number. Meqer 
suggested foal United had got 
whatwas coining to them after 
the first match. Ferguson said 
that kind of thinking was 

With one player lost. United^ 
were also rumoured to be 
attempting to bring another in 
yesterday. Ferguson is report¬ 
ed to have lodged an inquiry 
about Andriy Shevchenko, the 
Dynamo . Kiev forward, who 
scored a hat-trick against 
Barcelona on Wednesday 
night. Tommy Langley, tire 
former Chelsea player, who is 
Shevchenko’s agent, said he 
would be “great value” at £12 
mOIion. 
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